PAPERS 



RELATING TO THE 

AIR AFFORDED TO THE DISTRESSED UNIONS 

IN THE 

WEST OF IRELAND. 



IR ’ Whitehall , January 17, 1849. 

I AM directed by Secretary Sir George Grey to transmit to you, for the 
information and guidance of the Commissioners for Administering the Laws for 
the Relief of the Poor in Ireland, the accompanying copy of a Minute of the 
Lords Commissioners of the Treasury, which was referred to in my letter of 
yesterday s date. 

I am, &c. 

P- C0 ~ L 



Treasury Minute, dated 16th January, 1849. 

Comtm^Ler? k ^relsnf 01 ' 6 ttem a . series of Reports from the Poor Law 
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of the remaining 31 Tinim/tL need of any extraneous assistance; that, 
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marked C attached L' « • C °“ m ®Kmers, and more especially by the paper 
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Unions. 


Population 
in 1841. 


Valuation of 
Property. 


Expenses for 
12 Months to 
29th Sept. 
1848. 


Collected in 
the Year 
ended 29th 
Sept. 1848. 


Aid by the 
British 
Association, 
or by 

Government. 


Ballina .... 
Ballinvobe . 
Castlebar .... 
Clifden .... 
Galway .... 
Glenties . . . • 

Kenmare .... 
Westport .... 


120,781 

85,031 

61,063 

33,465 

88,913 

43,571 

33,656 

77,952 


£. 

95,770 

85,211 

50,981 

19,216 

101,413 

16,3S9 

24,492 

38,876 


£. 

52,282 

37,653 

27,008 

23,405 

33,810 

8,072 

12,663 

21,418 


£. 

10,177 

8,533 

4,216 

2,529 

7,457 

3,256 

6,014 

6,013 


£. 

36,260 

29,709 

21,690 

17,666 

23,993 

5,207 

5,461 

21,020 



My Lords have no reason to believe that in these Unions it would have been 
practicable by any exertions to have collected a sum equal to the difference 
between the amount expended and that actually levied. 

The expenditure above stated of all these Unions during the past year is 
independent of the sums owing by them, without including which the full 
extent of their pecuniary embarrassments cannot be appreciated. 

The financial prospects of particular electoral divisions are, as observed by 
the Poor Law Commissioners, even worse than those of particular Unions. 

As the available produce of the potato crop in 1 848 is less than it was in 
1847, it must be expected that the charge upon these distressed Unions lor the 
relief of the poor during the present season will again exceed the amount oi 
rates which in their present exhausted state it will be possible to collect. 

Adverting to the peculiar circumstances in which this part of the country 
has been placed by the occurrences of the last three years, my Lords are of 
opinion that the necessity has been established of granting, to a certain extent, 
for some months, relief from public resources, to the destitution m about 20 
Unions in the west of Ireland; and my Lords proceed to consider the mode m 
which the required relief can be afforded most efficiently, and with the least 
charge upon the public. 

The experience acquired during the two first seasons of distress in Ireland 
caused by the failure of the potato crop (1845-6, and 1846-7), led in the third 
season (1847-81, to the adoption of the machinery of the Poor Law as the best 
mode of living relief, and means were taken for rendering that machinery as 
efficient as°possible for the purpose. Some of the ablest of the officers who 
had been trained under the Board of Works and the Relief Commission were 
re-appointed in the capacity of Temporary Poor Law Inspectors to those 
Unions which were likely to stand in need of assistance, and they were 
instructed to urge the collection of the rates from all who were able to pay 
them beginning with those who were best able to pay ; to see that the work- 
house test was applied to the utmost practicable extent, and that when it 
became necessary to have recourse to out-door relief, it should be given as far 
as possible in cooked food, and should be accompanied by a task oi work. 

In pursuance of this arrangement, besides some smaller aid to other Unions 
the Guardians in about 20 of the most distressed Unions received, partly from 
the British Association, and partly from public funds, such sums as, together 
with the produce of their Poor Rates, enabled them to carry on the adminis- 
tration of relief until last harvest. A system was also organized under the 
superintendence of Count Strzelecki, the agent of the Association acting in 
concert with the Poor Law Inspectors, by means of which upwards of 200,000 
school children in the distressed districts were clothed and fed. The sum pro- 
vided from the funds of the British Relief Association from the 1st October, 
1847, to 8th July, 1848, amounted altogether to 236, 500 £ ; and when this 
fund was exhausted, the sum of 132,000/. was granted by Parliament. 1 he actual 
expenditure from both sources amounted to about 36/ ,500/. At the price ol 
provisions oflast year the average cost of maintaining each individual who was 
relieved out of the workhouse was about 20s. for nearly three-quarters of a 
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year. The Poor Law Commissioners report that without this timely aid it 
is probable that not less than 200,000 persons would have perished last year 
for want of food in the distressed districts. 

As the Poor Law machinery has, therefore, been proved by the experience 
of last season, to be quite equal to the relief of the destitution, provided adequate 
funds are forthcoming, and the desired results cannot be obtained at less expense 
in any other way, their Lordships propose to follow the same course in the 
present season, talcing care that every mode which the Poor Law affords of 
checking- improper applications for relief is enforced to the utmost practicable 
extent. 

Assistance will be given from public funds only to the particular Unions 
which it is evident from the experience of last year and the report of the Poor 
Law Commissioners as to their present state, will not be able to support their 
poor during this season. 

It must be an indispensable condition of assistance from the Treasury that 
rates are collected to the full extent which the resources of each Union will 
allow ; and previously to recommending a grant to any Union, the Poor Law 
Commissioners will report what rates were levied during the year ending the 
29th of September last, what rates have been struck and levied since that date, 
what amount of rate and arrears remain uncollected, and what further rate, if 
any, they recommend should now be required to be struck. It will be the 
special duty of the Inspecting Officer of each Union to see that the payment of 
the rates is vigorously enforced ; and every available legal remedy should be 
applied to the cases in which the party liable has the means, but refuses or 
evades payment, in order to prevent the great injustice of the burthen which 
belongs to the rate-payers of each Union being unnecessarily transferred to the 
tax-payers of the United Kingdom. 

The grants are to be applied entirely to the current payments for the relief 
of destitution, and no portion of them is to be expended in paying the debts of 
the Union. 

The workhouse test should be applied to the utmost possible extent. Their 
Lordships entirely concur in the view taken by the Poor Law Commissioners 
of the importance of having recourse to every available means of avoiding 
the heavy expense and the many social evils connected with the out-door relief 
of the able-bodied, but they are not prepared to take into their consideration 
the proposals which the Commissioners have made for providing additional 
temporary workhouse accommodation 'until they shall have before them a 
further statement on this subject, which has been called for by the Secretary 
of State. 

When out-door relief is indispensable it should be given, as far as possible, in 
cooked food ; and a task of work is to be required from the able-bodied persons 
relieved. 

The Poor Law Commissioners will send through the Home Office to the 
Treasury, previously to the commencement of each month, an estimate of the 
sums likely to be required in aid of the distressed Unions during the ensuing 
month. In order to enable Her Majesty’s Government to judge how far the 
grants recommended are really required, the Poor Law Commissioners will 
transmit with each estimate a detailed statement of the financial condition of 
each of the Unions referred to in it, and they will report the progress which 
lias been made in the collection of the rates in each Union, and of the obstacles, 
if any, which have prevented their due. enforcement. 

Transmit a copy of this Minute to Mr. Lewis for Sir George Grey’s informa- 
tion, and request that it may be forwarded to the Poor Law Commissioners in 
Ireland for their information and guidance. 
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The Poor Law Commissioners to the Earl of Clarendon. 



Poor-Law Commission Office, 

My Lord, Lublin , December 11, 1848. 

The Commissioners for Administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor in 
Ireland, in their Report to your Excellency of the 28th October last, adverted to 
the satisfactory evidences of the sanitary condition of the Irish peasantry furnished 
by the comparative returns of fever cases and mortality in the workhouses for 
several months previously to the 30th September, 1848. 

The statistical facts arising since the 30th September show some material 
changes in this respect, which the Commissioners think it is their duty to place 
before your Excellency without delay. 

The return for the week ended the 30th September showed 113,996 workhouse 
inmates, 2847 fever patients, and 302 deaths, giving a rate of mortality of about 
2^ per 1000 inmates weekly. 



The return for the week ended 25th November last shows 163,394 inmates, 
3820 fever patients, and 685 deaths, giving an average rate of mortality ot more 
than 4 per 1000 inmates weekly. The estimated amount of workhouse accom- 
modation at the same date was 186,353. 



The table annexed to the Report of October is also attached to this Report, 
filled in with the additional returns to the 25th November, and is marked A. 



The increase in the aggregate rate of mortality is mainly due to the increased 
rate in a small number of -workhouses, consisting for the most part, although not 
entirely, of such as are situated in the most distressed districts ; and the annexed 
table, B, gives, in reference to some of those workhouses, a classification of the 
causes of the deaths, in connexion with the spaces of time in which they occurred, 
after admission to the house. 



The prevalence of epidemic disease in certain localities, is one of the accidental 
causes which must create a difference in the rate of mortality, as between one 
workhouse and another; and the number of deaths arising from small-pox, 
measles, and hooping-cough is frequently unconnected with other general causes 
than the prevalence of those epidemics ; but the prevalence of fever and dysentery, 
through which the increased mortality has chiefly arisen in the workhouses, is 
without doubt, attributable in some measure to the diminished resources of the 
population, and the privations in respect of food and clothing, which many have 
undergone. The deaths, therefore, from fever and dysentery may be considered as 
almost direct indications of the prevalence of destitution outside ; and it is import- 
ant to observe, that the other epidemics are often reported to end fatally through 
previous exhaustion of the vital powers, from the want of proper food and 
clothing. 

A further cause of the difference in the rates of mortality, as between one work- 
house and another, is without doubt, traceable to the extent to whichthe available 
accommodation in each house is occupied or exceeded, the state of the ventilation, 
the supply of clothing, and the degree of care and vigilance exercised in the 
general management of the house ; and to these points the Commissioners have 
not ceased to draw the attention of their Inspectors and the Guardians and Vice- 
Guardians, on every fitting occasion. 

The statistical facts, however, presented in the table marked B show unequivo- 
cally the great degree in which the number of deaths occurring in any workhouse 
in any week, is due to the physical condition of the sufferers previously to their 
admission to the workhouse. 

Thus it is seen from the return given for seven workhouses, for the week ended 
the 25th November last, that of 160 deaths, 

23 were caused by fever, 

82 by dysentery or diarrhoea, 

24 by other epidemics, and 

31 by other causes ; 

160 
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and that of the entire number 59 occurred within one month, and 112 within two 
months after admission to the workhouse, leaving only 48 deaths of persons who 
had been in the workhouse more than eight weeks. 

The Medical Inspector, Mr. Phelan, reports on the high mortality in Gort 
workhouse as follows : — 

“ I am of opinion that, considering the state of extreme destitution and 
the broken health of many on admission, the mortality is not more than 
such a condition may be naturally expected to produce. 

“ I find that several have died within a few days after admission ; and as I 
have had two opportunities of observing the condition of the applicants 
for relief, I am enabled to state that the physical condition of a large 
proportion of them appears to be so much reduced as to render any 
serious illness likely to cause much mortality in them.” 

Several reports from the Medical Officers of other workhouses are strongly con- 
firmatory of the above views. The following reports, of very recent date, are 
from the Loughrea and Fermoy Unions. 

The Loughrea Medical Officer, on the 18th November, reports as follows 
respecting the mortality in the workhouse, during the week ended the 11th No- 
vember : — 

“ I have the honour to state that it was occasioned by the cause mentioned 
in my special report of the 11th instant, viz., the prevalence of dysen- 
tery and measles, and the exhausted and wretchedcondition of the vast 
majority of the paupers who, for several weeks, have been crowding into 
the workhouse.” 

The Medical Officer of the Fermoy workhouse reports on the 29th November : — 

“ In compliance with the desire of the Poor Law Commissioners, I beg to 
state that the number of deaths (16) during the week ended 11th No- 
vember has been caused by the introduction into the workhouse of a 
number of worn-out, emaciated, and aged persons in the last stage of 
dysentery ; to the prevalence of small-pox and measles, accompanied 
with pulmonic affection; and to the general neglect of the parents to 
their offspring out of the workhouse.” 

Several reports to the same effect have been received from the Medical Officers 
of other Union workhouses. 

The Commissioners fear, from these indications, that a period is approaching 
when the weekly rate of mortality in some of the workhouses may, from causes 
which are quite beyond the control of the Commissioners, advance to the awful 
extent which is recorded in the returns of previous years ; and they have taken, 
therefore, the immediate step of bringing these indications under the notice of 
your Excellency, inasmuch as there exists no reasonable doubt that in some 
districts of Ireland the failure of the potato crop will sooner or later, according to 
the extent of the disease in different localities, place large masses of the population 
out of the reach of sufficient food to sustain life; and there is already much 
reason to fear that this evil has begun to operate fatally in individual cases, aggra- 
vated as it has been by the increasing cold and dampness of the season. 

In connexion with these facts, the capabilities of the several Unions to meet the 
probable requirements of the approaching season, have engaged the anxious atten- 
tion of the Commissioners. 

Of the entire number of Unions, 131, there are perhaps 20 which require to be 
considered separately from the remainder, as presenting peculiar difficulties. 

Ther ejis a second class, consisting of 10 or 11 Unions, in which the present 
amount of out-door relief is considerable, but in which, by dint of exertion, serious 
financial embarrassments may be avoided, and the destitution at the same time, 
be effectually relieved without external aid. 

Of the remaining Unions, say 100, there are 37 in which no relief is at present 
given out of the workhouse ; in the other 63 the extent of out-door relief is for 
the most part inconsiderable, the aggregate total cost little exceeding 1800£. 
weekly ; while the additional workhouse accommodation provided in these Unions, 
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is calculated to meet a considerable pressure, before the necessity ol resorting to 
extensive out-door relief will be again acknowledged. 

In several Unions of the last-mentioned class, the out-door relief is far less in 
extent than it was at the corresponding period last year. For example, in the 
Kanturk Union there were, in the week ended 27th November, 1847, 18,460 
persons relieved out of the workhouse at a cost of 4-72/. ; in the week ended 25th 
November, 1848, the number was 2323 only, at a cost of 46/. In Killarney 
Union, the number receiving out-door relief in the week ended 27th November, 
1847, was 8495, at a cost of 289/. In the week ended 25th November, 1848, 
the number was 2129, at a cost of 66/. These instances show the degree in 
which an improved management, assisted by additional workhouse accommodation, 

. has served to keep in check the out-door relief which suddenly arose in 1847-8 
under the influence of the example of the Temporary Relief Act, and while the 
machinery of administration under the permanent Poor Law was yet new and 
inexperienced. 

The Commissioners now revert to the class of Unions, about 20 in number, the 
financial prospects of which demand consideration separately from the other 
Unions in, Ireland. 

The statistical table, marked C, relates to those 21 Unions which chiefly 
benefited by the assistance afforded last year from the funds of the British 
Association, and by Her Majesty's Government, amounting altogether to about 
256,800/. Without this timely aid it seems probable that not less than 200,000 
persons would have perished last year for want of food in those districts ; a calcu- 
lation which makes a large allowance for such abuses as may have arisen in 
unnecessary relief to persons not really destitute, but pretending to be so A 
comparison of the number of persons relieved in food, with the cost of relief, 
including men, women, and children, in one average shows, that 20s. availed to 
supply an individual with sufficient food to sustain life, for nearly three quarters 
of a year. 

The present extent of out-door relief in the whole of these 21 Unions amounts 
to about 3450/. weekly ; that is to say, about one-third of the amount in the same 
Unions in July last; and their financial condition on the 29th September last is 
represented in Table C, in comparison with what their condition was at the corre- 
sponding period in 1847. The aggregate debts of these unions, notwithstanding the 
aid afforded them, appear to have increased from 84,380/. in September, 1847, to 
123,985/. in September, 1848 ; and the pressure of the rates made and levied 
durino- the year, although by no means excessive in comparison with those raised 
, in other parts of Ireland, has nevertheless, combined as it has been with much 
' uncertainty as to the future, tended seriously to diminish the resources of the 
country, by inducing tenants possessed of capital to abandon their holdings, thus 
devolving a pressure on the owners of property which many of them find it 
difficult to withstand. 

The financial prospects of particular electoral divisions are more desperate 
than those of particular unions ; and Table D presents an example of this in a 
statement of the condition of the electoral divisions of the Westport Union on 
the 29th September last, showing that in one electoral division it might become 
necessary, if it were possible, to levy during the current year rates to the extent 
of 41s. in the pound. 

It is under such circumstances, that the Commissioners for Administering the 
Laws for Relief of the Poor in Ireland now bring under the notice of your Excel- 
lency indications of distress and destitution which they believe to be the commence- 
ment of a visitation in the districts last referred to, as severe in many respects as 
that of the last or the preceding year; and which must inevitably result in a great 
loss of life, if the making of poor-rates to be levied on the land he looked to as the 
only means of meeting the present liabilities of the administrators of relief, and of 
providing at the same time, further necessary relief to the destitute poor. 

I have the honour to be, 

My Lord, 

Your Lordship’s most obedient servant, 

W. Stanley, Secretary. 
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(A.) — RETURN showing the Total Number receiving Out-Door Relief, with its Cost, 
the Total Number in the Workhouses, the Number of Fever Cases, and the Total 
Deaths, with the Rate of Mortality per 1000 for the following dates. 





Out.Doob Relief. 


In-Door Relief. 


Week ended 


Total No. 


Total Cost. 




Total No. 


Fever 


Deaths. 


Rate 

of Mortality 












Workhouses. 






per 1000. 


1848. 




£. 




d. 










6 May 


751,794 


18,786 


18 


5 


125,355 


5,171 


999 


7-97 


13 ,, 


707,803 


17,789 


6 


11 


127,613 


4,905 


960 


7*52 


20 ,, 


711,545 


17,306 


3 


6 


128,608 


4,747 


795 


6*18 


27 ,, 


708,996 


17,895 


1 


2 


125,656 


4,235 


771 


6-14 


3 June 


769,213 


19,562 


19 


6 


130,698 


4,188 


787 


6-02 


10 , , 


759,024 


19,670 


0 


0 


132,709 


4,295 


760 


5-72 


17 , , 


797,112 


20,634 


10 


2 


138,756 


4,147 


680 


4-90 


24 , , 


815,571 


21,412 


17 


8 


140,227 


4,131 


664 


4-73 


1 July 


833,889 


21,800 


14 


10 


139,397 


3,944 


620 


4-45 


8 , , 


816,783 


21,535 


6 


6 


138,769 


3,777 


575 


4-14 


15 , . 


833,253 


22,031 


8 


0 


139,224 


3,728 


600 


4-31 


22 ,, 


825,234 


21,870 


13 


6 


136,537 


3,434 


548 


4-01 


29 ,, 


800,391 


21,461 


18 


3 


127,264 


3,196 


481 


3-70 


5 August 


764,033 


20,216 


18 


10 


123,394 


3,161 


461 


3-74 


12 , , 


637,679 


17,401 


1 


10 


121,048 


2,996 


460 


3-80 


19 ,, 


535,569 


14,550 


10 


2 


116,426 


2,805 


427 


3-67 


26 , , 


427,009 


11,739 


3 


9 


112,860 


2,775 


384 


3-40 


2 Sept. 


376,090 


10,335 


14 


5 


108,614 


2,605 


375 


3-45 


9 , , 


329,576 


9,382 


11 


7 


107,320 


2,557 


350 


3-26 


16 ,, 


268,488 


7,650 


4 


7 


108,062 


2,637 


363 


3-36 


23 ,, 


234,927 


6,784 


4 


6 


107,499 


2,489 


337 


3-13 


30 , , 


207,632 


5,910 


12 


I 


113,996 


2,847 


302 


2-65 


7 Oct. 


199,603 


5,925 


4 


2* 


119,571 


2,838 


403 


3-40 


14 , , 


211,315 


6,270 


15 


0 


125,571 


2,850 


375 


3-00 


21 , , 


209,264 


6,241 


15 


2 


125,003 


2,931 


456 


3-65 


28 ,, 


210,732 


6,281 


10 


1 


133,875 


3,059 


539 


4-03 


4 Nov. 


215,091 


6,438 


13 


8 


137,309 


3,059 


557 


4- 06 


U »> 


224,867 


6,700 


15 


6 


156,279 


3,566 


671 


4-30 


18 , , 


241,801 


7,072 


5 


11 


154,183 


3,730 


697 


4-52 


25 ,, 


264,704 


7,506 


16 


3 


163,394 


3,820 


685 


4-2 



(B.) — RETURN showing the Total Number of Deaths, with a Classification of their 
Causes, in the Week ended ‘25th November, 1848, and the Total Number of Deaths 
within particular periods after the Date of Admission, for Seven Unions in which the 
Rate of Mortality exceeded 8 per 1000 in the Week. 



Names of Unions. 


Total No. of Deaths in 
the Week. 


Causes of Deaths. 


Number of Deaths within partic 
after Date of Admiss 


ular Periods 


Rate of Mortality per 
1000 weekly. 


E 


Is 

|t 

i.6 

G 


1 

li 

s-l 

o 


i 

O 




1 

% 


1 


i 

£ 


£ 




« 


£ 


Ennistvmon 


31 


15 


12 


3 


1 


31 






5 


6 


15 


16 


31 


14-5 


Fermoy 


16 


1 


7 


3 


5 


16 


•2 


2 


3 


4 


9 


7 


16 


S-7 


Gort 


21 




S 


10 


3 


21 


1 


1 


2 


7 


16 


5 


21 


11-0 


Kanturk 


27 


2 


16 


6 


3 


27 




3 


7 


15 


23 


4 


27 




Loug-hrea . 


24 


4 


11 


2 


7 


24 




1 


6 


12 


i9 


5 


24 




Mullingar . 


15 




12 




3 


15 






2 


5 


12 


3 


15 




Nenagh 


26 


i 


16 




9 


26 


1 


1 


3 


10 


18 


8 


26 


11-4 


Total . 


160 


23 


82 


24 


31 


160 


4 


8 


28 


59 




112 


48 


160 





c 
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(C.)— STATEMENT of the Liabilities, Expenses, and Receipts, for the Year ended September 29, 
1848, of the Twenty-one Unions to which the principal Advances were made by the British Association 
and the Government during the Year. 



Name ov Union. 


1 

i Net 
| Amount 
1 of 

Debts 

Sept. 29, 
1847. 


Net 

of 

Debts 

Sept. 29, 
1848. 


Increase 
of the 
Debts 

during the 

Year. 


■ Decrease 
of the 
Debts 
during 
the 
Year. 


Expendi- 
ture of 
.the Year 
ended 
Sept. 29, 
1848. 


Total Amoun 
of tlie Debts 
(Col. 8). atul 
- Year’s Expen- 
diture (Col. C) 
Amount which 

quired to elear 
the Union over 
the next Year, 
supposing the 
Expenditure to 


Available 
Rate on 
Sept. 29, 
1848, 
including 
Rate 
agreed 


Excess 
of the 
Amount 
required 
(Col. 7) 

Co'l. 8. 


Rate 
collected 
in the 
Year 
ended 
Sept. 29, 
1848. 


Amount 
advanced 
in Aid by 
the British 
Association 
G °r l>y 


Col. I 


2 


3 


* 


5 


6 


T 


8 


9 


10 


11 




£. 


£. 


£. 


£. 


£. 


£. 












6,579 


11,303 


4,724 




52,282 


63,585 


17,293 


46,292 






Ballinrobe 


2,973 


2,458 




515 


37,653 


40,111 


22,781 


17,330 








3,545 


5,955 


2,410 




12,321 


18,276 


7,022 








Cahirciveen . 


1,420 


1.290 




130 




8,272 


3,230 








Carrick-on-Shannon . 


4,273 


5,752 


1,479 




17,911 


23,663 


13,389 


10,274 






Castlebar. . . . 


4,362 


5,273 


911 




27,U0S 


32,281 










Castlerea .... 


7,143 


3,066 




4.077 


18,492 


21,558 


20,480 


1,078 






Qifden .... 


937 


5,237 


4,300 




23,405 


28,642 


3,678 


24,964 








2,224 


8,256 


6,032 




25,921 


34,177 


13,237 


20,940 






Galway .... 


6,203 


11,844 


5,641 




33,810 


45,654 


20,287 








Glenties .... 


1,992 


1,828 




164 


8,072 


9,900 


2,634 










3,174 


11,870 


8,696 




20,121 


31,991 


13,736 


18,255 






Kenmare .... 


2,S63 


3,452 


589 




12,663 


16,115 


3,447 


12,668 








3,173 


5,921 


2,748 




21,992 


27,913 


11,465 


16,448 








2,517 


1,482 




1,035 


14,389 


15,871 


11,262 








Roscommon . 


5,556 


9,285 


3,729 




26,506 


35,791 


20,992 


14,799 






Scarift .... 


5,99S 


7,435 


1,437 




28,119 


35,554 


9,607 


25,947 






Sligo 


7,729 


6,629 




1,100 


21,205 


27,834 


27,274 


560 






Swineford . . . 


1,620 


7,186 


5,566 




13,725 


20,911 


11,260 








Tuam 


6,335 


5,108 


1,227 


18,107 


23,215 


8,863 


14,352 






Westport .... 


3,764 


3,355 


1 


409 


27,417 


30,772 


17,158 


13,614 


6,013 


21,020 


Total for the 21 Unions 


84,380 


123,985 


48,262 I 


8,657 


468,101 


592,086 


273,481 


318,605 






Add Rate lodged . . 












199,023 


Total Receipts . . 






" 














436,253 



* The year's expenditure has been taken from the Union Clerks’ returns. Towards this expenditure there was collected 199,023/., and advances 
were made, amounting to 237,230/. The available rate for this year is 273,481/., being less than the last year’s expenses, namely, 468,101/, by 
194,620/., not to speak of the debts, 123,985/. 



(D.) — Westport Union. 



Name of 

Electoral Division. 


Date of 
last Rate 


One Year’s 
Expenditure 
at the rate of the 
Expenditure 
for the Y ear endec 
29tn Sept., 1848. 


Poundage 
of such 
Expenditure. 


Amount 
of Rates for 
Collection, 
including Arrears 
at the 

Commencement 
of the Year ending 
29th Sept, 1849. 


Poundage 
of such 
Rates. 


Excess 
of One Year's 
Estimated 
Expenditure 
over the Rates 

A^nd 


Poundage 
of such 




1848. 


£. 




d. 


£. 


X. 


d. 


£. 




Westport .... 


27 Sept. 


3,902 


s 


U 


2,145 


4 


7 


1,757 




Louisburgh 




3,884 


20 


H 


947 


4 


11* 


2,937 


15 4* 


Clare Island . 




2,012 


41 


y+ 


277 


5 


9 


1,735 




Aughagower . 




2,746 


10 


n 


1,114 


4 


If 


1,632 




Islamleady .... 




2,638 


20 


81 


620 


4 


10* 


2,018 


15 9-2 


Kilmeena .... 




2,169 


8 


7f 


1,288 


5 




881 




Kilmaclasser . 




1,612 


15 lOf 


644 


6 


4* 


968 




Newport .... 




4,034 


12 


8f 


1,156 


3 


n 


2,878 




A chill 




3,867 


37 


8f 


407 


4 


0 


3,460 




Ballycroy .... 




1,225 


16 


10£ 


265 


3 


8 


960 


13 2* 


Total . . 




28,089 






8,863 


4 


6* 


19,226 
























Total of Expenditure anc 


Debts . £ 


31,444 
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II 



B ALLIN A UNION. Ballina Union. 

Captain Hamilton, Temporary Poor Laiv Inspector, dated October 23, 1848. 

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 21st 
instant, expressing the Commissioners’ sanction of the taking of the additional 
store from Mr. Fair, to he used as an auxiliary workhouse ; and requesting me 
to furnish the Commissioners with a list of the several buildings which are in 
occupation, and which have been obtained as temporary workhouses in the Ballina 
Union, & c. 

The annexed Return, which I had prepared prior to the receipt of your letter, 
will give the information required for the entire Union. 

It will be perceived that the present available accommodation is calculated to 
contain 2770, and that, with the temporary premises and buildings in course of 
preparation, together with the contemplated permanent additions^ there will be 
accommodation for 4,940 persons, although on a pressure I think that 5,500 
persons may be safely admitted. 

However, estimating the number which can be conveniently accommodated, viz., 

4,940 at Is. 3d. per head per week, it will cost 16,055/. per annum for ’their 
maintenance ; or, adding 3,000/. for staff, 19,055/. ; which will require an average 
rate of nearly 4s. 6d. in the pound throughout the Union, exclusive of any out- 
relief or other contingencies whatever. 



Present Accommodation. 




Remarks. 


Workhouse 

Joynt's Store 

Ardnaree .... . 

Mr. Malley’s Store 

Bingliamstown Workhouse 

Ditto Fever Hospital 

Ballina ditto 

Crossmolina ditto 


1250 

250 

250 

400 

400 

40 

140 

40 


Hired by the Month. 


Proposed Additions. 


2770 








Mr. Fair’s Stores . . 

Additions to Ardnaree 

Ditto to Bingliamstown Auxiliary Workhouse 

Store at Bellmullet 

Bingliamstown New Workhouse . 

Ballina Fever Hospital 


700 

350 

200 

200 

600 

120 


Will be ready in a few days. 

Will be ready by 25th November. 

Ditto ditto 

Will be ready in a few days. 


Total . . . 


4940 





Captain Hamilton, Temporary Poor Law Inspector, dated November 18, 1848. 

, , m J HS ? eb . ta of - th ? Vice-Guardians already examined, amount to nearly 
i l,5UOl., exclusive of salaries due, and some accounts which have not yet been 
furnished ; their creditors are becoming very pressing. Most of the tenders for 
supplies which have been latterly received by the Vice-Guardians are for cash 
payments, which it is quite out of their power to undertake to make ; in some cases 
where promises were made on former occasions, they have not been kept, which 
although unavoidable places the Vice-Guardians in a very embarrassing P p„sitioa 
The entire amount ol rate which will probably be collected will not be sufficient to 
pay the liabilities even without taking into account the current expenditure 
which is about SOW. weekly, with every prospect of increasing, viz. P 



C 2 
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PAPERS RELATING to the AID AFFORDED to the 



Ballina Union. £ 

Workhouse expenses ..... 200 

Auxiliary Workhouse, Binghamstown . . 42 

Out-door Relief, including Erris . . . 414 

Building expenses ..... 50 

Fever Hospitals ..... 35 

Salaries ....... 60 



£ 801 

The Vice-Guardians intend to lay a statement of their affairs before the 
Commissioners, and submit their views on the subject for the considaration of the 
Commissioners. 



The Vice-Guardians to the Commissioners, dated November 20, 1848. 

W E feel called upon to forward for your information, a short statement of 
the affairs ot this Union, which will enable you to judge of our position, as well as 
show you what iunds we are likely to have available to meet the current expenses 
for the next nine weeks, independent of making any payments in liquidation of the 
very heavy sums due by us, amounting to nearly 13,000/. 

The amount of rate, including the arrears of former rates remaining uncol- 
lected on this day, is 9025/. 7s. 1 id., of which we calculate that about 7000/. will 
be collected in sufficient time to meet our weekly expenditure, which amounts to 
about 800/., including building, &c. ; so that we cannot reckon on having funds 
to meet our current expenses for a longer period than about nine weeks, without 
allowing for any increase in the amount of destitution than is at present relieved. 
We shall be obliged to paycash for almost every article on delivery, as the several 
persons that would be likely to become contractors refuse, unless we thus bind 
ourselves, as they are aware that our liabilities are nearly equal to the full amount 
of the rate lately made. 

We owe at this moment nearly 13,000/., and we cannot under the circumstances 
before alluded to, apportion any part of the incoming rate in part payment. We 
have been served with notice of legal proceedings by two of the late contractors 
(Mr. Gallagher and Mr. William Malley) for the recovery of their accounts, 
amounting to 534 61. 

Under these circumstances, we respectfully submit that the only alternative left 
to us is to put ourselves in a position to strike another rate, but we consider we 
should not be acting in accordance with the confidence reposed in us, were we not 
to put you in possession of our opinion. We are aware that the mention of 
another rate would tend, firstly, very much to throw obstacles in the way of the 
recovery of the one now in collection ; secondly, the ratepayers, with few excep- 
tions, would be unable to pay ; and, thirdly, we fear that it would tend to cause 
many of the farming class to sell off their property and emigrate, thereby involving 
many of the landlords who at present evince a disposition to meet the pressure ; 
and, lastly, that it would give an opportunity for the ratepayers to accuse the 
Guardians of striking the low rate of 3s. lie/., first, with an understanding of 
laying on a second immediately. These considerations, however (in the event of 
your approving of our so doing), shall not cause us in any manner to shrink from 
discharging our duty, and, if necessary, from calling for such assistance as may 
be requisite to enforce the rate. 



Erris District. ERRIS DISTRICT. 

Mr. R. Hamilton, Temporary Poor Law Inspector, dated Belmullet, 
October 27, 1848. 

I have the honour to report for the information of the Commissioners, 
that every exertion is being made in this electoral division to collect the rate 
struck on the 20th September last; and up to the present time 300/. has been 
collected out of 1,669/., the total amount of the rate made. 

I take this opportunity of calling the attention of the Commissioners to the 
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expenditure in this district for the relief of the poor, as compared with the income 
derivable from the rate of 3s. 1 \d., now collecting. 

The number relieved last week under the first section of the Act, was 2900, and 
under the second section, 256. The expense of their support for the week was 
109/., or 5,658/. for the year. Besides this, there is the expenditure for the sup- 
port of the paupers in the poorhouse, amounting to upwards of 30/. per week, or 
1,560/. per annum, and the annual expenses of staff', distribution of out-door relief, 
rent of poorhouse, &c., which altogether amount to about 1,500/. 

Thus the present expenditure (which I do not think can be reduced) is 8,718/. 
per annum ; and, as I have already stated, the rate of 3.y. 1 Id. will only produce 
1,669/., which sum, supposing it be fully collected, will at the above rate of 
expenditure be exhausted in ten weeks; and, besides this, there is at present, 
upwards of 500/. owing to the contractor here, which the necessities of the 
Guardians have prevented them from discharging before now. 



Mr. R. Hamilton, Temporary Poor Law Inspector, dated Belmullet, 
December 19, 1848. 

In reply to your circular of the 9th instant, requesting I would state 
whether the result of my observations, in reference to the clothing of the peasantry 
in this district, coincides with the report of Mr. Phelan (Poor Law Medical 
Inspector), which accompanied it, I regret to inform the Commissioners that, in that 
respect, the condition of the poorer classes is most deplorable. In many instances, 
the males are driven to assume the garb of females, when poverty forces them from 
the screen of their wretched cabins to seek for support : again, they are frequently 
to be observed with no other covering except the remnant of some shattered bed- 
clothing merely hung on their shoulders : two or three persons being covered 
with what was once a blanket. The clothing peculiar to the children of the 
more distressed portion of the peasantry has become extinct ; the principal cover- 
ing which was the semblance of dress amongst these unfortunate children, are the 
remnants of the clothes given by the British Association last year. I distributed 
1,500 suits of these clothes; and I could have disposed of upwards of 3,000 suits 
to deserving objects. 

No doubt the effect of such insufficient covering is disastrous in its conse- 
quences as regards the health of the people, as well as preventing them from seek- 
ing support by labour. I may mention the fact that several of the paupers within 
the workhouse, who would otherwise have been discharged, are now retained 
merely from their want of clothing. In some instances, the Vice-Guardians have 
been obliged to discharge paupers with the workhouse dress. 

I communicated with Mr. Crampton (Mr. Carter’s a^ent) with a view of 
obtaining the most accurate information as regards the clothing of the peasantry, 
prior to the failure of the potato crop ; and I annex a letter which I have received 
from him on the subject. 

There is no pawnbroker in the district, and, as far as I can ascertain, there 
never was one ; the trade is unknown. 

Enclosure. 

Sik, Dublin, December 14, 1848. 

In answer to your question, I have to state to you that, previous to the famine, 
the inhabitants of Erris were generally well and comfortably clad ; and that on Sundays, 
fair and market-days, and holidays, the costume, especially of the girls, was such as gave 
these meetings a gay and lively appearance ; frieze coats, and sometimes, on the sea-shore, 
pilot cloth, with corduroy, and sometimes pilot-cloth trousers, with something gaudy for 
the waistcoat. Felt hats, shoes, and stockings were generally worn by the men. Black 
and sometimes red cloth cloaks, caps with gay ribbons, shoes and stockings (when at mass 
or meeting), stuff gowns, looped up so as to exhibit a portion of a short red or black 
flannel petticoat, completed (as far as I could ascertain) the dress of the women. 

I need not call your attention to how much this is changed, and I believe that the 
smallness of the number of persons who attend the chapels on Sundays is to be very much 
attributed to the want of even decent clothing. I am sorry to have to add that I do not 
see the slightest prospect of an improvement in this state of things, the march of the 
country being decidedly in the direction of poverty ; and which (under present circum- 
stances) I see no means of staying. 

I am, &c. 

R. J. Hamilton, Esq., Belmullet. Geo. Crampton. 



Ballina Union. 
Erris District. 
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Balhna Union. Mr. R. Hamilton, Temporary Poor Law Inspector, dated December 23, 1848. 

Ems District. j brought the subject of the Erris defaulters, whose rates amount to 5 1. 

and upwards, under the notice of the Guardians. The solicitor was present and 
received instructions in certain cases, for which the Guardians will make the 
necessary application for the Commissioners’ sanction. The collector received 
instructions on the other cases. 

The collection hitherto has been very unsatisfactory, which has in some measure 
been caused by the illness of the collector, but principally by the inability of the 
rate-payers to pay their rates; and therefore, although the former is now well, I 
should mislead the Commissioners if I were to allow them to reckon upon any 
improvement. 

I applied to the Vice-Guardians for clothing and various articles which are 
indispensably necessary for the Erris Auxiliary Workhouses, but their finances 
are in such an embarrassed state, and they are so completely insolvent, that I fear 
they will not be able to forward the articles required. 

Although there was an understanding some time ago, that the resident Vice- 
Guardian in Erris should be allowed to draw upon the Treasurer of the Union for 
a specified sum weekly for the current expenses of that district, the Vice-Guardians 
were not able to keep to their promise, either this week or the week before last, 
thereby leaving Mr. Geraghty in a very embarrassing position. The expenses of 
the district amount to 200/. weekly, and everything will very shortly come to a 
stand-still, unless funds can be provided by the Guardians to pay for what cannot 
be obtained on credit. 



Reply to the foregoing, dated January 3, 1849. 

The Commissioners rely upon your using the utmost vigilance in seeing that 
the collection of the rates in the Erris district of the Union is proceeded in with 
energy and despatch ; a regular scrutiny of the collector’s books will enable you 
to satisfy yourself that no delay occurs on the part of the collector in obtaining 
payment of the rates from the parties who are liable to the payment. 

With regard to your statement respecting the inability of the Vice-Guardians 
to supply funds for furnishing the necessary supplies for the workhouses in the 
Erris district, I am to state that the collection of the rate in that district has been 
so unsatisfactory, that the Commissioners are desirous of receiving a special report 
from you on the subject. 

The Commissioners request that, after a careful examination of the collector’s 
books, you will state for the Commissioners’ information, what sums appear unpaid, 
which you consider the collector, by reasonable exertion, may be expected 
to be able to recover, and that you will state the reasons which in your opinion 
render it impossible to collect the remainder of the rate. 

The Commissioners find that the uncollected arrears in the Erris district amount 
to about 1300/. 

The Commissioners will address the Vice-Guardians on the subject of the un- 
satisfactory collection of the rate in other parts of the Union. 



Mr. R. Hamilton, Temporary Poor Law Inspector, dated Belmullet, 
January 6, 1849. 

The total amount of the rate made last September was 1727/. 16s. ll£cZ. ; 
of this sum 601/. has been collected, leaving an arrear of 1126/. 16s. ll^cZ., 
which is due by parties who are defaulters to the amount of 51. and upwards. 



Denis Bingham, Esq., Binghams- 
town, 1941. 17s. 6 id. 



W. H. Carter, Esq., Castlemartyr, 
Kilcullen, 1251. 11s. 10£d. 



Independent of this amount, there is an execu- 
tion against Mr. Bingham’s body for the former 
rate due by him. I will write more fully on this 
in a day or so. 

The solicitor was directed to apply. I think 
the amount will be paid. 



Daniel Madden, Esq., Ballycastle, Mr. Madden has been removed from the re- 
691. 7s. 8 d. ceiversliip over the lands rated, and his successor 

has not yet been appointed. These properties are 
nearly all waste ; there is not, I believe, 20/. worth 
of stock on them. 
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Mrs. Wm. Bingham, Belmullet, 
41/. 8s. 



Wm. Hy. Short, Ballina, 
40/. Is. 9 £</. 



J. W. Richards, Esq., Blackrock, 
Dublin, 30/. 12s. 5 d. 

Capt. 1-Iy. Bingham, 60th Rifles, 
India, 14/. 8s. 2d. 



F. B. Knox, Esq., Dublin, 18/. 
M. Atkinson, Esq., Belmullet, 
13s. 10s. 



V. Fowler, Esq., 29/. 12s. 6 d. 



Alex. Richer, Esq., Dublin, 
20/. 18s. 10 d . . 



Charles Coyne, Esq., Bangor, Erris, 
30/. 6s. 6I</. 



Messrs. Deane, Fonford, 29/. 



Representatives of Walter Bourke, 
Esq., Killala, 19/. 5s. l\d. 



John Walsh, Esq., Castlehill, Cross- 
molina, 30/. 7s. 6d. 

Hy. Bingham, Esq., Belmullet, 33/. 



Miss Maria Bingham, 11/. 
Cornelius O’Kelly, Esq., 
18/. 4s. 2 id. 



Mrs. Bingham has hardly the means of sup- 
porting herself. I understand some tenants, who 
possess stock, have lately taken farms from her. 
The collector will distrain the lands as soon as 
he can legally do so. 

I understand Mr. Short is in distressed cir- 
cumstances. The collector will serve a 15 days’ 
notice. There is hardly anything on the lands. 

The solicitor was directed to apply. Mr. 
Richards is able to pay. 

I think a Mr. Ganghan will pay this. It is 
very hard to ascertain who is managing the pro- 
perty. The lands are waste. 

Mr. Atkinson promises to pay both these 
amounts on Tuesday next. I have reason to 
think he will keep his word. 

Mr. Fowler died lately. It is not exactly 
known who his representatives are. There is 
hardly anything on the lands. 

The solicitor was directed to apply. His agent 
has informed me the amount will be paid this 
week. 

Decreed some time ago, but as yet the collector 
has failed in executing the warrant. I think the 
amount will be paid. 

Decreed. The collector intends proceeding to 
Messrs. Deane’s residence this week for the pur- 
pose of executing the warrant. I think the amount 
will be paid. 

It appears some doubt exists as to who is the 
party liable for this amount: The lands are a 
complete waste. 

The solicitor was directed to apply. Mr. Walsh 
is able to pay. His lands are all waste. 

Mr. Bingham promises to pay on Tuesday. If 
he does not, the collector will serve a 15 days’ 
notice. This amount will be recovered. 

The receiver promises to pay in a few days. 

The solicitor was directed to apply. I under- 
stand Mr. O’Kelly is able to pay. The lands are 
waste. 



Mr. J. O’Donnell, Pallytomas, Bel- 
mullet, 16/. Ss. 8 d. 



W. H. Parker, Esq., Westport, 
5/. 12«. 6d. 



Decreed. The collector states he is unable to 
execute the warrant without protection. Mr. 
O Donnell is in very distressed circumstances. 
His lands are nearly all waste. 

The solicitor was directed to apply. Mr. Parker 
is able to pay. 

These lands are nearly all waste. It would be 
useless to take proceedings against any of the 
parties ; they have scarcely the means of support- 
ing themselves. 



Mr. Follet, Belmullet, 11/. 7s. 0 id. 

Mr. Domk. O’Donnell, Cross, Bel 
mullet, 14/. 05. 0±d. 

Representatives of Hy. Samwell, 

Singeview, 51. 165. 3 d. 

The Glenlara Tenants, 8/. Is. 6 id. 

I lie remainder of the arrear is due by occupiers, amounting to 264/. 9s. I d 
not think we can calculate on recovering much more than 100/. of this, in const 
quence of the number of holdings deserted by the occupiers. 

I he collector, I think, will do his utmost to get in the rates, which, to sav th 
least of it, is no easy matter. J 



Mrs. Bingham, Bingham Castie, There is stock on the lands. The collector 

9 • will make a distraint in the course of a few 

days. 



Ballina Union. 
Erris District, 
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Erris District. Reply to the foregoing, dated January 11, 1849. 

I am directed by the Commissioners for Administering the Laws for Relief 
of the Poor in Ireland, to acknowledge the receipt of your report of the 6th instant, 
relating to the collection of the poor rate in the Belmullet and Binghamstown 
divisions of the Ballina Union. 

It appears from this report that the rates collected for the relief of the destitute 
in those divisions since the month of September last, amounts to about Is. \^d., 
and that out of 1,12 61. remaining uncollected, the sum of 493/. 11s. 7d. may be 
expected to be collected in a short time ; but that the prospect of collecting the 
remainder of the amount in arrear is remote. 

The Commissioners are not quite satisfied from your report, that all the steps 
which could be taken to enforce payment of the arrears of rate have actually been 
adopted. In several instances you observe that the solicitor was instructed to take 
certain steps, but it does not, however, appear that he has actually taken the steps 
which he was directed to take, and the Commissioners will be much obliged if 
you will obtain from the Vice-Guardians (who should be fully informed on the 
point), and furnish the Commissioners with some further information on this head. 

They also wish to know in a week from this time, how many of the parties from 
whom you expect speedy payment have actually paid their rates, and how much is 
due from each of the persons named in your report as immediate lessors, and as 
occupiers, respectively. This information may probably be supplied most con- 
veniently in a columnar form, and the Commissioners have directed me to enclose 
a copy of a portion of your report with space left for the purpose. 

The Commissioners feel no doubt that your continual attention will be given to 
the means of making a more satisfactory collection of the rates in the Erris district 
of the Ballina Union, and that you will not fail to stimulate the Vice-Guardians 
and the collectors to an unrelaxed discharge of their duties in this respect. 

The Commissioners ave desirous that all unnecessary harshness should be 
avoided in enforcing payment of the rates ; but the wants of the destitute poor 
must at the same time be borne in mind, and the means which the law has provided 
for obtaining funds for the relief of destitution must be made use of for the 
purpose. 



Captain Hamilton, Temporary Poor Law Inspector, to the Commissioners, 
dated January 27, 1849. 

The state of the house is as follows, which shows a decrease of 44 since 
this day last week. 



Admitted during the week . . . .147 

Born ........ 1 

Discharged ....... 185 

Died 7 

Remaining ....... 2566 



The workhouse and auxiliary houses are in a satisfactory state, excepting the 
grounds of the former, which have a very unfinished appearance, and the imme- 
diate neighbourhood of Fair’s Store, to which I have called the attention of the 
Vice-Guardians. 

The master is still quite unfit for work, and likely to be so, I fear, for some weeks. 

Nine of the inmates of the house were sent to the fever sheds this week : these 
sheds are much crowded ; there are only 132 beds, and at present there are 154 
inmates ; while at one period of the week there were as many as 180. Several 
applicants have been refused admission for want of room. 

Both fever and dysentery are much on the increase throughout the Union. 

The contractor for supplying white bread for the use of the infirmary patients, 
has refused to advance any more bread upon credit — his terms were “weekly 
payments.” He has been paid for only one week’s supply out of ten. Up to 2 
o’clock to-day the patients were without bread. Some bread was ultimately pro- 
cured in the town, upon the responsibility of Mr. Watters. 

The milk contractor has likewise stopped supplying the house, owing to non- 
payment weekly as he was promised. The butcher and grocer have likewise 
refused to furnish any more supplies unless they are made a payment on account ; 
and, worse than all, the present milk contractor, to whom nearly 2000/. is due. 
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came before the Board to claim a sum of 8841. 10s. Id., which was due to him by 
his agreement with the Guardians. It was either a case of pay, or stoppage ol 
any further supplies. The Guardians had no funds whatever to their credit, but 
rathe i* than incur the responsibility of a stoppage, they finally gave a cheque, 
payable on this day week, for 8841. 70s. Id., trusting that in the meantime they 
inay be able to meet it by urging the collectors to bring in that amount ; however, 
it is extremely improbable that that amount will be lodged, and even if it should 
be, the Vice-Guardians will be in as bad a position on this day week, for there are 
other contractors who will stop if they are not paid. 

I understand that a rumour lias been current in the town, that the .board about 
to he elected in March next will not he responsible for any debts incurred by the 
Vice- Guardians. This, probably, as much as the limited circumstances ol the 
contractors, may have caused the almost general strike. There is likewise a 
danger of Messrs. Pinkerton and Thompson ceasing to supply the Ems district; 
there is a large sum due to them, and they have been very particular in requiring 
payments to the day. Altogether the present state of the financial affairs, 
although quite expected by me, is most embarrassing — it is difficult to know what 
to do for the best. , 

I have carefully gone through the lists of defaulters, and have handed to the 
Vice-Guardians the names of. persons owing sums which amount together to 574/., 
which I consider the collectors ought to. bring in before next Board day. 

The lessees of the river Moy. fishery, who succeeded last week iu reducing 
the valuation of the fishery .one-half in some electoral divisions, have not as yet 
paid their rates. I understand that they will (as they did in the case of their last 
rates) give every opposition. 

On Monday next, I will see whether they have any property which can be dis- 
trained. Their opposition is now founded upon “ the rate being altogether illegal, 
in consequence of the opinion which was pronounced by Mr. Murphy, Q.C., at 
Cavan. . . , 

On last Board day the solicitor to the Board furnished the Vice-Guardians with 
a return of the persons to whom he had made application by letter (as directed), 
on the 20th and 27th ultimo and 2nd instant, showing the result in each case. 

On applying to him to-day to know the progress which he had made in proceed- 
ing against such of them as had not either paid or named a day for paying the 
amount of rates due by them, I received the annexed note [see Enclosure], which 
I confess surprised me much. 

I called the attention of the Vice- Guardians to the subject. Mr. Watters states 
that he is under the impression that he did communicate the Commissioners 
sanction of the 13th instant to proceedings being taken in the superior courts ; but 
I fear that he must he mistaken : at all events, he has not communicated with the 
solicitor in writing. 

On Monday next, I will send you lists of the cases in which rates are due by 
immediate lessors in this district of the Union, showing the steps which have been 
taken in each case to obtain payment. 

Out of lists of persons owing rates to the amount of 2163/., which I have gone 
through, I find 1273/. 14s. due by lessors, and 889/. 8s. 3d. due by occupiers. 

The resolutions on the Minutes of this week do not require any notice on my part. 

The number of persons relieved out of the house in my district of the Union 
were as follows 



Week ended. 1 


No. 1. 


No. 2. 


Total. 


January 20 . 1 


9667 : 


j 4684 


| 14,351 | 


„ 13 . . 


9557 


| 4244 


| 13, SOI 


| Increase 


110 


| 440 


| 550 



Enclosure. 

g IR> Ballina, January 27, 1S49. 

In reply to your note I beg leave to state that I have not received any intimation 
of the Commissioners having given their consent to proceedings against lessors in the 
superior courts ; in the absence of which, of course no proceedings could be taken. I 
understood that the Guardians had made application to the Commissioners for such 
consent, but I received no further communication on the subject. 

I have, &c., 

\ Captain Hamilton, Thomas MacAndrew. 

SfC. SfC. 

9 9" D 



Ballina Union. 
Erris District. 
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Ballina Union. 
Erris District. 



Mr. Watters to the Commissioners, dated January 28, 1849. 

We beg leave, for the information of the Commissioners, to make the fol- 
lowing statement relative to the position in which the affairs of this Union. are at 
present placed, and to request the serious attention of the Commissioners to the 
facts which we detail, and which we believe it to be our duty to make them 
aware of. 

The rate at present in course of collection amounted in the whole, including 
arrears of former rates, to the sum of 16,0002. 15s. 8 d. It is now about 17 weeks 
since that rate was made, and within that period a sum of 10,5562. 17s. Gd. has 
been collected and disposed of The sum remaining to be collected is 54432. 18s. 2 d. r 
of which it is believed that not more than 34 002. or thereabouts, can be collected. 
The greater portion of this sum will require tedious legal proceedings to enforce. 
There has latterly been a considerable falling off in the weekly receipts lodged by 
the collectors, and we are apprehensive that they will experience much difficulty 
in their future operations, in consequence of the recent legal decisions on the 
rate-books. 

Our weekly expenditure amounts to 7902., of which the following are the 
particulars : — 



Workhouse, Ballina 
Out-door, ditto 
Workhouse, Erris 
Out-door, ditto 



£180 0 0 
422 0 0 
46 0 0 
142 0 0 



£790 0 0 



So much of the rate outstanding as appears to us to be recoverable would not, 
if even at present at our disposal, enable us to support our weekly expenditure for 
more than about a month ; and with the difficulties to be encountered in the 
collection, and which we have encountered, it is impossible to say what funds, 
within that period, may be made available by the collectors for our purposes. We 
are besides very much pressed at this moment by the several persons to whom we 
are indebte.d, and our present contractors are not disposed to give any further 
supplies unless we make regular payments to them. On this very day the con- 
tractor for the supply of Indian meal for in-door and out-door relief, furnished us 
with an account amounting to 8842. 11s. 7d, and declared that in the event of our 
declining to give him a draft for the amount, he would stop the supplies. I n our own 
defence we were obliged to give him the draft he required, on the understanding, 
however, that he was not to present it for payment until next week, when we 
hope, after the lodgments to be made bj r the collectors on Monday, we may have 
a large portion of it to our credit. The contractors for bread, meat, See., have 
likewise refused to supply us except for cash. 

We have forwarded a circular to each collector, calling on him to bring his 
collection to an immediate close, and for this object we beg to assure the Com- 
missioners that on our part every possible exertion shall be made. 

As we believe the statements in this letter, as well as those in our communica- 
tion of the 20ih of November, 1848, and 23rd instant (to which we also beg 
particular attention), involve considerations of the highest importance, we trust 
they will receive the earliest consideration of the Commissioners. 



The Commissioners to Sir Charles Trevelyan, dated January 29, 1849. 

The Commissioners for Administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor in 
Ireland, beg to bring under the consideration of the Lords Commissioners of Her 
Majesty’s Treasury the financial condition of the Ballina Union, as explained in the 
accompanying copies of three reports addressed to the Commissioners on the 
subject; one by the Vice- Guardians, and the others by Captain Hamilton, Tem- 
porary Poor Law Inspector. 

The expenditure under the Poor Relief Acts, in the above Union, during the 
year ended 29th September last, amounted to 52,8222., according to a return fur- 
nished by the Union clerk, being an average expenditure of 10s. lid in the pound 
on the valuation, 95,7702. 

The amount advanced through the Commissariat, in aid of this expenditure, is 
returned bv Commissary-General Dobree as 39,0942. 
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The amount of rate collected during the year was 10,177/., or 2s. 1 \d. in the 
pound on the valuation. 

The debts due to contractors, at the close of the year, were returned as 11,303/. 

The amount collected since the 29th September last, down to the date of the 
Vice-Guardians’ report, was 10,556/. of rates of 3s. \%d. in the pound, made in 
September last, being an average collection of 2s. 2 %d. in the pound on the 
valuation. 

The total amount of these rates, including arrears, was 16,000/., of which the 
Vice-Guardians state that 5414/. was uncollected at the date of their report. 

The Commissioners believe that the debts of the Union exceed 16,000/., and 
that new rates cannot be collected immediately to meet the demands on the Vice- 
Guardians for the support of the poor. 

To prevent, therefore, the consequences which would inevitably follow the 
stoppage of relief in the Union from want of funds, the Commissioners beg to 
recommend that a grant of 1580/. may be made by Her Majesty’s Government, 
under the minute of the Lords of the Treasury of the 16th instant, to provide for 
the support of the poor in the Ballina Union during the ensuing fortnight. 

The Commissioners will furnish an estimate of the amount required to provide 
for the further expenses of the Union, on receiving the necessary particulars from 
the Union Inspector. 

Enclosure. 

Sir, Ballina, January 23, 1849. 

There will be a large sum due on Saturday next on account of the week's expenses 
for building at Ardnarce, probably from 100/. to 150/. Will you have the goodness to 
acquaint me whether any further remittance from the Commissioners maybe expected on 
this head ? as, if so, it will be much wanting on the day which I have named — if not, the 
whole business must come to a stand-still for want of funds. 

If the Guardians are able to provide supplies for in and out relief for another week 
or so, it is just as much as they will be able to do. I cannot help having same doubts 
on this point. 

I have, See. 

W. Stanley, Esq. W. J. Hamilton. 

$-c. S’*. 



BANTRY UNION. 

The Commissioners to Mr. Lewis, dated December 12, 1848. 

By direction of the Commissioners for Administering the Laws for Relief 
of the Poor in Ireland, I have the honour to forward herewith, for the information 
of Secretary Sir George Grey, a copy of correspondence which has taken place 
respecting the present state of the Bantry Union. 

Enclosures. 

The Commissioners to the Vice-Guardians, dated November 16, 1848. 

I am directed by the Commissioners for Administering the Laws for Relief of the 
Poor in Ireland to forward to you the accompanying copy of a letter which they have 
received from Mr. Timothy O’Donovan, enclosing a representation of the state of the 
electoral division of Kilcrohane, in the Bantry Union ; and I am to request that you will 
be good enough to furnish the Commissioners with your observations as to the state of 
the poor in the Kilcrohane division, and the manner in which the rate-payers have paid 
the rates which it has been necessary to make for the relief of the poor. 

Sir, Donovan's Cove, November 9, 1848. 

I beg to enclose a representation of the state of the electoral division of Kilcrohane, 
Bantry Union, signed by the Committee who have investigated the circumstances in 
which the wretched district is placed. I shall make no observation further than to hope 
the Commissioners will please to take the matter into their immediate consderation. 

I am, &c., 

William Stanley, Esq., (Signed) Timothy O’Donovan. 

Sfc. Sf'c. 

We, the undersigned, members of the local committee appointed by the rate- 
payers of the electoral division (of Kilcrohane, in the Bantry Union, to take into con- 

D 2 



Ballina Union.' 
Erris District. 



Bantry Union. 
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^deration the present state of that district, beg leave respectfully and earnestly to solicit 
the attention of the Commissioners to its present deplorable situation. Tenants running 
away, having sold their effects, and many overholding possession, rents unpaid, lands 
waste, the gentry and people equally distressed, famine increasing, and the taxation of 
the poor-rate crushing the few who endeavour to adhere to the land — everythin"- in such 
a state as will render the country a desert. We refer you to the census of our population, 
- l ooi '"- La ' v Valuation, to show the vast disproportion between both : — Population, 
48o6 ; Valuation founded on the potato-crop, the main staple here, was 2779/. Is. Within 
this year two rates have been struck in this division— one at 3s. 1(M — another, now in 
progress of collection, of 4s. 7 cl . — making 8s. 5 d. in the pound, on a valuation based on a 
talse foundation. It is true a portion cannot be paid, for many have abandoned their 
lands in apprehension of utter ruin from its collection. We are certain your Honourable 
.Board is aware that a poor-rate was never calculated to meet a famine-, which arises from 
a total failure of the crop. I'he poor-rate falls on the land, which in such an event pro- 
duces nothing, and by pressing on the resources of the rate-payers, whose sole support is 
derived from the soil, reduces all to one general state of pauperism. The land waste and 
deteriorated is again taxed. The landlord or immediate lessor, who receive no rent, is held 
responsible, and he suffers the cruel hardship of a double loss, the loss of rent and being 
compelled to pay for what produces nothing. General ruin is impending, and even 
supposing other proprietors to come in, they will labour under the same dire difficulties. 
It is true by a rigid administration of a law to a famishing and populous country', you 
may ruin the inhabitants, extirpate the gentry, and desolate the land. We cannot allow 
ourselves to suppose but that gentlemen of your high character and station are anxious 
to administer the law conscientiously and justly. You have great power intrusted to you, 
and we are convinced of your wish to discharge that trust justlv; but you cannot be 
aware of the circumstances in which this wretched division is now placed : we therefore 
solicit, on the part of the inhabitants and rate -payers, that you will be pleased to cause an 
inquiry into our situation, either by sending an inspector, or any mode you may be pleased 
to adopt. We will point out the waste and untenanted lands, and prove the truth and 
accuracy of this representation. We respectfully solicit the favour of an immediate reply 
that we may communicate it to the inhabitants and rate-payers who with so much anxiety 
await your favourable consideration. J 

Richard O’Donovan. Timy. O'Donovan, J.P. 

Richard O’Donovan, J.P. Alleyn Ev anson, J.P. 

OctoberS, 1848. 



The Vice-Guardians in reply to tlie foregoing, dated November 25, 1848. 

We have to state that Kilcrohane has ever been remarkable for its poverty, 
and may be considered the worst division of this miserable Union. It appears to 
have furnished at all times, from the opening of the workhouse up to September 
29 last, a larger proportion of inmates than any of the other divisions. Of every 
1000 inmates up to that period, 155 have been chargeable to that electoral 
division; and, since the commencement of the present half-year, the numbers 
have increased to somewhat above one-fifth of the total number in the house. 

From constant observation on the condition of the parties seeking admission to 
the workhouse, from our intercourse with those within the house, and from our 
frequent attendance with the relieving officers at each of the electoral divisions, 
we are of opinion that the most extreme misery exists as well in Kilcrohane as 
throughout the entire Union, and that the condition of the whole people is 
immeasurably below what the most heartless would consider the lowest depths of 
wretchedness. 

In reference to the payments of rate in the Kilcrohane division, we have to 
report most unfavourably. The amount of rate struck was 635/. 13s. ; the arrear 
122/. 8s. ; making a total of 758/. Of this only 317/. has been got in. The col- 
lector is zealous and assiduous. Fie states that a great part of the division is alto- 
gether waste, the tenants having abandoned their holdings, and that many who 
held land are now in the workhouse. We accompanied him through a consider- 
able portion of the division, and we are of opinion that his statements are correct, 
as to the desertion by the parties rated as occupiers, and of the lands being wholly 
waste, and of the utter hopelessness of collecting the present rate on such lands. 
We have had from the collector the names of the twelve highest rate-payers in 
arrear, which we inclose with his remarks. 

Notwithstanding the unfavourable prospects of this wretched division, we are 
determined to use every effort to get in the rate where at all possible, but it is 
evident we must submit to have a heavy arrear sheet. 

There is a considerable part of the western electoral division waste, the 
tenants having abandoned their lands and ran away ; many more starved out and 
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gope to the workhouse, some receiving out-door relief. The rate was willi 
paid by those who could pay. The landlords in some cases allowed the e 
rate to enable the tenants to pay, to avoid leaving the charge on the land. ’ 
few holders have food enough for the next three months ; the distress increas 
the landlords getting no rent. 

Enclosures. 

Kates made in the Electoral Division of Kilcrohane from the opening of the v 
house up to the present time. 

s. d. 

July, 1844 . . . . 0 10 

January, 1846 . . . 0 7J 

December, 1846 . . . 0 10 

November, 1847 ... 3 0 
July, 1848 .... 4 7 

9 10* 

November 23, 1848. 

The Names of the highest Ratepayers in Kilcrohane arc as follows : — 
From Rate-Book. 



Bantry Union. 



Township. 



Gartoolassa . 
Ardahill . . 

Ditto . . 

Tuellig . 
Gurteeniash . 

Diotto . 

Eea . . 

Knuckeen . 
Rossnacahana 
Knuckeen . 
Tariammarra 
Reemmore . 



This is a good mark. Promises to pay. 
Lands waste. Tenants ran away. No distress. 

Ditto ditto. 

Tenants paupers. No distress. 

Tenants ran away. Lands waste. 

Ditto ditto. 

Promises to pay. 

No distress. 

Pauper. No distress on the said holding. 
Nearly waste. 

Promises to pay. 



Very poor, but promises to pay by instalments. 



The Vice-Guardians to the Commissioners, dated November 28, 1848. 

The lamentable condition of this miserable Union must plead our apt 
for thus addressing you. We do so in the hope that you will extend to us 
council and such assistance as will enable us to meet some portion of the acc 
lated difficulties which surround us. 

We hold it unnecessary to enter into any lengthened detail of our pecu: 
embarrassments ; with these you are already acquainted. It is sufficient t 
that we are daily importuned for the payment of debts amounting to nearly 6 
I liese debts are l'or necessaries had by our predecessors, and include above 2 1 
oi our own debts. In three cases legal proceedings have been commenced ag 
the Union, and the payments cannot be longer evaded. A debt of 1000/ t< 
treasurer must be paid on December 15, and he is already refusing to honou 
dralts, unless those lor the relieving officers. To meet these pressing demam 
us, we have no means whatever, save the balance of the outstanding rate, 4i 
Not more than 2000/. ol this can be collected, and it will come in so slow 
to be merely available for current expenses. 

G j St 1 ate - 0 *' our wor ^ lou?e is even more embarrassing : on the past r 
we had the incredible number of 2327 inmates— of these 600 children we 
the auxiliary houses in the town ; the remaining 1700 had to be accommo. 
withm the workhouse walls. The necessaries and clothing of the house 
intended for little more than 1000; we have therefore of necessity 800 or 
wretched beings huddled together in their own filthy rags. We feel that, u 



Names. 


Amount. 




£. S. d. 


Wm. O’Sullivan, Esq. . 


16 2 2* 


Dan. O’Donovan, Esq. 


22 8 10* 


Alex. O’Donovan, Esq. 


35 15 10* 


Rich. O’Donovan, Esq. 


16 19 3 


Rev. Wm. Evanson 


7 18 4* 1 


Mr. Chas. Evanson 


6 7 6* 


Patrick Tobin . 




Patrick Brie 




Daniel Dawly . . . 


5 17 llyv 


John Sheehan . 


1 13 4 


Michael Murphy . . 


4 11 11 


William Barry . 


2 18 8 
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whatever with, the house. We had hoped that temporary buildings would have 
been erected on the workhouse grounds ; but, in the absence of such, we propose 
to rent another house in the town as dormitories for adult paupers. 

\ ou will, we trust, see the necessity of having us assisted to meet these great 
difficulties and at once to enable us to purchase the clothing and necessaries lor at 
least 1500 paupers 



The Commissioners in reply to the foregoing, dated November 30, 1848. 

The Commissioners have had under their consideration your communica- 
tion of the 28th instant, pointing out the difficulties under which you are labouring 
from the present want ot funds for the support of the destitute poor in the Bantry 
Union, and for meeting your liabilities; the crowded state of the workhouse, and 
the want of a supply ol clothing for many of the inmates, and making application 
to the Commissioners for assistance. 

In reference thereto, the Commissioners desire me to acquaint you that they 
will at once place at your disposal a sum of 50(V., out of a very limited fund 
which the British Relief Association have handed to them to be used only in the 
most urgent cases ; and request that you will employ this sum in such a manner 
as you may deem most for the interest of the Union. 

The Commissioners deeply regret the destitution which exists in the Bantry 
Union, but they rely on your still using every possible exertion in order to 
enforce the payment of the rates assessed for the relief of the destitute poor in the 
Union. 



Mr. Crawford, Poor Law Inspector, to the Commissioners, dated 
December 5, 1848. 

The state of the Union is at present anything but satisfactory. The great 
pressure seems to have induced the Vice-Guardians to admit a larger number of 
inmates than they could properly accommodate, without having either sufficient 
bedding or clothing prepared. 

The state of the finances of the Union adds much to the embarrassment which 
I fear will daily increase, as I do not think the lodgments of the collectors will in 
future be sufficient to meet the current expenses. The creditors of the Union are 
becoming more clamorous for the payment of their demands, and it will be impos- 
sible for the Union to go on without aid to a considerable extent. This deficiency 
of funds will prevent the making of proper arrangements for the reception of the 
paupers, and I fear the 5007 lately advanced will go but a short way in assisting 
the Vice-Guardians out of their difficulties. 



The Commissioners to the Vice-Guardians, dated December 9, 1848. 

The Commissioners perceive by the return relating to the state of the 
Bantry workhouse, prefixed to minutes of your proceedings on the 28th ultimo, 
that on the previous Saturday there was 2,131 persons in the workhouse and 
auxiliary buildings, which is a considerable excess over the numbers for whom 
accommodation' has been provided. 

The Commissioners have directed me to draw your attention to the letters of 
the 26th October, and 24th ultimo, on the subject of the crowded state of the 
workhouse buildings, and to request that jou wiil be very particular in reducing 
the number of workhouse inmates to the limit which, in the opinion of the 
medical officer, is compatible with the health of the establishment. 

The Commissioners had such decisive experience, in 1846-1847, of the fatal 
results of overcrowding workhouses, that they cannot too strongly impress upon 
you that you ought not, under any circumstances, to permit the number of inmates 
in Bantry workhouse to exceed the limit which the medical officer may report to 
be compatible with a due regard to the sanitary state of the establishment. 

The effect of continuing the number above referred to in the house would 
probably be to convert the workhouse into a focus of contagion, and to defeat 
the very object which you have in view, of making the workhouse available to 
the utmost extent as a test of destitution. 
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The Commissioners are desirous of being informed of your opinion as to the 
necessity which may exist for the issue of an order authorizing you to afford out- 
door relief, and as to what class of destitute poor you may be unable to afford in- 
door relief. 



The Commissioners to Sir George Grey, dated December 16, 1848. 

I am directed by the Commissioners for Administering the Laws for Relief 
of the Poor in Ireland, to transmit herewith, for the information of Secretary Sir 
George Grey, an extract from a report which they have received from their 
inspector, Captain Lang, respecting the financial condition ot Bantry Union. 

The embarrassments of this Union are so great, and the case appears to be one 
of so much urgency, that the Commissioners have deemed it necessary to give 
directions for transmitting to Bantry the sum of 300/. from the grant of the 
British Relief Association, although that sum is part of a fund already appro- 
priated to the additional temporary workhouse accommodation in another Union. 
Under these circumstances, the Commissioners have to solicit the sanction of Sir 
George Grey to the course which they have adopted; and at the same time they 
desire to point out that unless some funds from some extraneous source are placed 
at their disposal, for the aid of the most distressed Unions, it cannot be doubted 
that deaths from starvation will occur in some of those Unions, as in the winter of 
1846-47. 

In reference to Bantry Union, the Commissioners desire particularly to call 
attention to its debts (about 6000/.), which will render it impossible for the Vice- 
Guardians to relieve its destitution out of the poor-rates ; and it seems evident that 
unless some assistance is afforded to the Vice-Guardians, the Union must fall into 
a state of hopeless insolvency. 

The Commissioners have only to add, that they place confidence in the Vice- 
Guardians of Bantry Union; and they are convinced that those gentlemen will do 
everything in their power to enforce the payment of the poor-rates, and that they 
will administer with prudence and economy any funds entrusted to their mana^e- 
ment. At the same time the Commissioners will not fail to take care that the 
steps taken by the Vice-Guardians for the collection of the poor-rates shall be duly 
placed on record. 

Enclosure. 

Extract from Capt. Lang’s Report of December 12, 1848. 

I regret to have to report that the difficulties pressing on the Vice-Guardians of this 
Union have now reached a climax of embarrassment so far beyond what they have either 
the power or resources to meet or successfully to contend with, that, if sufficient funds be 
not speedily placed at their disposal to enable them to pay off the large sums already due 
to the contractors, it will hardly be possible for them to obtain the supplies necessary to 
keep the workhouse open, much less to afford out-door relief even on its present limited 
scale. 

YY hilc I was at the board-room this day, four of the contractors applied for money, and 
were distressingly importunate to have their demands paid; they gave notice that they 
could no longer give any more supplies on credit, and some of them threatened law pro- 
ceedings. 1 lie master soon after reported that he had only sufficient bread in store for 
one day s consumption, and that there was neither meal or rice in store for to-morrow. 
He stated, also, that Mr. Cotter, the contractor for supplying whole meal and flour for 
baking, had refused to send any more until his account should be paid. I went to his 
house in the town, and after much demur he was persuaded to continue to supply us for 
this week, but no longer. Mr. O’Connell, our meal contractor, on being told the difficulty 
of our position, very obligingly consented to continue his supplies until the expiration of 
his contract on the 24th instant, but will not, I am persuaded, supply us any longer unless 
we are enabled by that time to pay him the large sum due to him. 

I understand that not an officer in the establishment or out of doors has received any 
ionn7 *° r nearly , S ' X mon fi ls - O ur indispensable expenditure at present amounts to about 
1200/. per month; and I am persuaded we need not calculate on more than 2000/. out of 
the present outstanding arrear of rate becoming available, which would not cover our 
current expenses for the next two months, without paying off a shilling of our liabilities, 
and which to the contractors alone amount to above 600/. 



Banlry Union. 
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Banfry Union. 

Sir George Grey to the Commissioners, dated December 18, 1848. 

Having laid before Secretary Sir George Grey your letters of the 12th 
and loth instant, on the state of the Bantry Union, I am directed to state that 
the Commissioners appear to him to have been fully justified, under the circum- 
stances of that Union, in affording to the Vice-Guardians pecuniary aid out of the 
hinds which have been placed at their disposal for such purposes. I am, however 
t0 request that the attention of the Commissioners may be recalled to my letter to 
e P- • you of the 6th instant, and to the opinion therein expressed, both as to the col- 
lection of rates and to the manner in which sums granted to any Union out of such 
hinds ought to be applied. 

Sir George Grey does not doubt that the Commissioners are justified in placing 
confidence in the Vice-Guardians of the Bantry Union, but he thinks that it is 
essential that the sums granted to the Guardians or Vice-Guardians of any Union, 
ou * °J s in “ le hands ri le Commissioners, ought to be strictly applied to the 
relief of urgent destitution, and the prevention of apprehended cases of starvation : 
and that it should not be left to their discretion to employ those sums as they 
may deem most for the interest of the Union. 

With reference to the request of the Commissioners, that funds from some 
extraneous sources should be placed at their disposal for the aid of this most dis- 
tressed Union, I am to state that since the date of my letter of the 6th instant, 
two sums, amounting together to 10,000/. have been transmitted to the Commis- 
sioners from the Committee of the British Association, which the Government 
trust will suffice for any immediate and pressing demands. 



The Vice-Guardians to the Commissioners, dated December 18, 1848. 

We received your communication of the 11th instant, notifying to us the 
approval of the Poor Law Commissioners of our proposed expenditure of the 500/. 
which they advanced to us, and expressing their regret at the extent of destitution 
within the Union, and requesting us to report as to the causes of it, the degree in 
which it prevails, and the prospects which present themselves of its cessation or 
diminution. 

In reply we have to state, for the information of the Commissioners, that the 
Ghief cause of destitution has arisen from the reliance of the people on the potato 
as their sole food. The facility with which this food has hitherto been produced 
the small patch of ground necessary to produce sufficient food for a large family* 
the trifling cost of labour, were all temptations too strong for our people ; and 
although they had experience of the total destruction of the crop in 1846, and the 
partial destruction in 1847, they yet had hopes that the disease had passed away 
and in consequence m the early part of this year, they made incredible efforts to 
procure seed, and did put a greater breadth of ground under potato tillage than 
had been for years past. In effecting this object, we believe it to be an acknow- 
ledged fact that the people parted with all their little necessaries, and when the 
terrific visitation in August came, they had no reserve, nothing whatever to fall 
back on. At that time it was considered by parties of much experience, and who 
were well acquainted with the habits and wants of the people, that although the 
disease had been most virulent and destructive to the potato crop, still, that a 
sufficient portion of it would be fit for human food, so as to enable the people to 
struggle on till March. This expectation is, however, now at an end, as that 
portion ot the crop (then considered sound) no longer exists. 

As to the degree in which destitution prevails, and the prospects of its cessation 
or diminution:— destitute is a term usually and fitly applied to the lowest and 
most dependent grade in civilized society. It is, however, a term that conveys no 
idea of the privations and sufferings of a large proportion of the people in this 
wretched Union— without clothing, without food, without employment, and with 
no hope whatever, save from the relieving officer, or from the chilly protection of 
the workhouse. We have given much and most earnest attention to their whole 
condition, and we have also had pretty extensive communications with well- 
informed parties from each of the electoral divisions, and we have found an entire 
unanimity of opinion as to the pitiable state of the whole of the labouring poor 
We are therefore grieved to state that we cannot see any prospect whatever of a 
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cessation or diminution of their present misery ; on the contrary, we are compelled 
to express our fears that their wants and their sufferings will considerably 
increase. 



Extract from Minutes of Vice-Guardians, dated December 26, 1843. 

Resolved, That the consideration of the several tenders for provisions, 
See., be postponed until Tuesday next; the persons who tendered having required 
that an engagement should be given that their bills would be paid weekly, a 
condition to which the Vice-Guardians could not accede. 

Resolved, That the late contractors be requested to supply the workhouse with 
provisions until next Board day, when their bills for the week will be paid. 

The Vice-Guardians have to request the immediate attention of the Com- 
missioners to the resolution respecting the postponement of the consideration of 
the tenders, &c., until next Board day ; the several traders having refused to enter 
into contracts unless guaranteed weekly payments, a condition placed out of the 
power of the Vice-Guardians to agree to. Captain Lang has been now here three 
weeks, and must have seen during that time, the exertions made to hasten the 
collection of the rates, and still the weekly lodgments have not increased. 

Under these circumstances the Vice-Guardians trust that the Commissioners 
will give them immediate advice how they should act with regard to the tenders. 

Captain Lang, Temporary Poor Law Inspector, to the Commissioners, dated 
December 28, 1848. 

I have the honour to report that yesterday and this day the Guardians 
received tenders lor contracts to supply the workhouse with food and necessaries 
up to the 25th of March next. The prices were moderate enough, but they were 
one and all saddled with an outrider stipulating for weekly or cash payments, 
which under the existing financial difficulties of the Union and the moral impos- 
sibility of keeping faith with the contractors on these terms, the Guardians did not 
feel they would be justified in accepting. 

I regret to state that the reports of the relieving officers give a most deplorable 
description of the daily increase of destitution, and the total want of all employ- 
ment throughout the Union. 

There appears to have been a decrease of 271 of the numbers in the house on 
the 23rd instant, as compared with the number of the preceding week, but I 
anticipate a reaction and an increased pressure on the house in the ensuing week. 

There also appears some decrease in the out-door relief lists in the same period, 
,but from the fluctuating numbers on the out-door lists, the returns cannot be 
depended on as any indication of a decrease of destitution. 



Mr. Crawford, Poor Law Inspector, to the Commissioners, dated 
January 1, 1849. 

It is necessary to inform the Vice-Guardians what assistance they may 
expect. If not enabled to pay ready money for the supplies the expense of pro- 
viding them will be enormously increased ; and indeed it is doubtful whether in a 
short time, they would be able to obtain them at all. 



The Commissioners to the Vice-Guardians, dated January 1, 1849. 

The Commissioners for Administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor in 
Ireland, have had under consideration the resolution contained in minutes of your 
proceedings on the 26th ultimo, representing the difficulty which you have expe- 
rienced in obtaining tenders for the supply of provisions for the inmates of the 
workhouse of the Bantry Union, except on the condition that cash should be paid 
as the goods supplied, and requesting the Commissioners’ advice on the subject, as 
you state that you are unable to accede to the conditions proposed by the persons 
making the tenders. 

In reference thereto I am directed to state that the Commissioners are not in a 
position to answer the question which appears to be involved in your resolution, as 
to what funds you can expect to receive from the Commissioners. 

The Commissioners presume that you are making preparations for a new rate in 
the Union, and they would recommend you to use the utmost vigilance in causing 
the collectable arrears of the present rate to be duly collected, and then to make the 

E 
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new rates, and cause them to be put in course of collection with the least possible 
delay. 

As regards the present emergency, I am to state that a sum of 300?. will be 
forwarded to the Inspector ol the Union on to-morrow, to be applied only to the 
relief of urgent destitution and the prevention of apprehended cases of starvation. 



Captain Lang, Temporary Poor Law Inspector, to the Commissioners, dated 
January 11, 1849. 

In compliance with the sealed order of the Commissioners for reducing 
the number of the pauper inmates ol the workhouse, we were occupied until so 
late an hour yesterday evening in selecting those it would be most expedient to 
discharge on out-door relief, that the minutes could not be prepared in time for 
last night’s mail. 

I regret that I cannot report an improvement in the condition of the labouring 
classes of the population, or that any cheering light breaks through the gloom of 
our present prospects, though I do not despair that the unremitting attention with 
which the Vice-Guardians devote themselves to their duties, may eventually place 
the Union in a more favourable and satisfactory position. 

The reports of the relieving officers for the last week represent disease as be- 
coming more prevalent, and destitution increasing in their respective districts ; 
yet the continued pressure on the house, and the miserable appearance of those 
presenting themselves for admission, confirm the general correctness of these 
reports to a certain extent. 

The sanitary precautions adopted, and enforced as much as possible, have not 
produced a corresponding decrease of sickness in the workhouse. Dysentery of the 
worst type continues to be very prevalent and fatal throughout the Union ; the 
malady has nut been confined to the destitute class of the inhabitants, but has 
attacked and proved fatal to many in good circumstances. You will perceive by 
the returns, that the mortality has rather increased than diminished in the hos- 
pital and infirmary during the last week ; yet it is still much below the average 
amount as compared with the returns of former periods, when the number in the 
workhouse did not exceed the half of its present inmates. 

The wet and inclement state of the weather for the last two months, with the 
want of sufficient clothing apparent in the poorer classes, has no doubt been the 
cause of more disease than can be attributed to a deficient supply of food, the 
market price of which has never been so high this season, as to warrant the con- 
clusion that the prevailing sickness must be assigned to famine alone. 



The Commissioners to Sir George Grey, dated January 12, 1849. 

Adverting to former communications respecting the Bantry Union, I am 
directed by the Commissioners for Administering the Laws for the Relief of the 
Poor in Ireland, to transmit, for the information of Secretary Sir George Grey, 
additional reports on the subject. 

The Commissioners regret to state at the same time, that the period seems now 
to have arrived when it has become absolutely necessary to lay down a definite 
line as to the course to be pursued in reference both to the Bantry Union, and to 
some others in the West of Ireland, which have suffered severely from the failure 
in the potato crop. 

It is to be observed, that in 1841 the population of the Bantry Union was 56,165, 
and its valuation is 41,829?. The number of its electoral divisions is nine; and 
the rate was signed in six of those electoral divisions in July, and in the remain mo- 
three in August last. The rate in five divisions was 4s. 7 d. in the pound, in two 
4s. 2d., and in two 2s. lit?., and if the potato crop had remained uninjured, there 
was every reason to anticipate that the Vice-Guardians would have been able 
promptly to collect the new rates, and to place the finances of the Union on a 
satisfactory foundation. 

_ Unfortunately, however, the potato blight manifested itself in Bantry Union 
with great virulence, and the mass of its population which had made extraor- 
dinary efforts by the sale of body clohes, bed clothes, and any little articles of 
furniture to obtain potato seed, is now totally deprived of its usual food, and is 
reduced to nearly the lowest point of squalor and want, at which human beings 
can exist. 
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Under these circumstances the Commissioners are desirous of calling the 
special attention of Sir George Grey to the report of the 9th of January (a copy 
of which is enclosed herewith), signed by Dr. Willis, Vice-Guardian of Bantry 
Union, on behalf of himself and colleague. The Commissioners, notwithstanding 
that report, propose to request the Guardians to prepare their rate-books, for 
making a new rate of not less than 3s. in the pound ; but as there is some doubt, 
whether that rate can be collected, and as it seems certain that even if collected it 
would be insufficient for the relief of destitution in the Union, the Commissioners 
respectfully request instructions from Sir George Grey, as to the course which 
they should now propose. 

Enclosures. 

Sib, December 26, 1848. 

In reference to that portion of your communication of the 16th instant, wherein 
the Poor Law Commissioners request us to report on the causes of the unsatisfactory 
collection of the last rate, we have to state for the information of the Commissioners that 
the rate was signed for six of the Electoral Divisions in July, and the remaining three in 
August, at which periods, we were of opinion, that it could be collected without difficult}-. 
This expectation, however, was dissipated by the potato blight, which had spread through- 
out the Union before the collectors’ warrants were all perfected. Other circumstances also 
occurred which tended to impede the collections. The rate struck was considered exces- 
sive by the rate-payers. Meetings were held to oppose it which eventuated in a memorial 
to the Lord-Lieutenant stating their inability to pay, and praying his Excellency to inter- 
fere, with a view of reducing the rate, which they designated exorbitant. The inference 
in reply to this memorial was that the Executive would exercise a “ dispensing power,” 
and reduce the rate to 3s. This reply was most industriously circulated in the Lnion, and 
was also published in the local newspapers, and had a very considerable effect in embar- 
rassing the collection. 

The rate struck amounted to 7575?., with an arrear of 890?. ; making a total to be collected 
of 8465?. Of this sum 4886?. has been got in, and the outstanding remainder of 3579?. will 
not by any possible effort produce 2000?. 

From the time of striking this rate we have given much attention to its collection. We 
sought and obtained the countenance and co-operation of the Homan Catholic clergymen — 
we have had a close and constant supervision of the collectors’ books — and we have 
attended at petty sessions, both at Carrigboy and at Bantry, in nearly all the cases sum- 
moned, in which six days’ notice was served. It may be necessary to remark that much 
tacit opposition has been given to us, and in the majority of the cases brought before the 
magistrates, attorneys were engaged, who certainly exercised much ingenuity in cavilling, 
and in many instances succeeded in obstructing for a time the getting in of the rate. 

The collection of the outstanding portion will have our best exertions ; but from the 
general distress and poverty, and from the great number of deserted farms, we do fear 
that a large arrear will be returned from each of the Electoral Divisions. 

We have, &c. Thomas Willis, 

William Stanley, Esq, Denis Clarke, 

$'c. §-c. Vice-Guardians. 

Sir, December 26, 1848. 

The point chiefly raised by the parties opposed to the payment of the rate is “ the 
service of the notice.” This it is relied on should be served by the collector in person ; 
and it is argued that the collector (not being the county cess collector) has not the power 
of appointing an assistant or deputy, but that in accordance with the 42nd article General 
Regulations, “he shall perform his several duties in person.” As to the “ service need 
not be personal,” as stated in the Collectors’ Manual, page 30, second edition, it applies 
only to the case of collectors of county cess, and does not meet the objection made. It 
has, however, latterly been conceded that the six days’ notice may be served by one 
assistant. This is in consequence of the Commissioners’ communication of the 11th 
October, 1848, No. 53506, wherein it is stated, “ that the law adviser to the Lord Lieute- 
nant is of opinion that the service by the collector’s assistant is in point of law as valid a 
service of the notice as if served by himself personally.” It is now objected that the 
assistant has not had any written authority from the collector, and even that if he had, 
such authority should have the Commissioners’ approval. This latter was argued at 
Bantry Sessions on Thursday the 21st instant. Two magistrates presided, and did not 
come to any decision ; and in consequence above a dozen cases stand adjourned to the 4th 
of January. 

In a case where notice was served on the son (aged 18) of the party rated, outside of 
the dwelling-house, but within the premises rated, it was ruled that the service was not 
good, inasmuch as it should have been at or within the dwelling-house. 

It has also been mooted, but not relied on, that the valuation of the Union has under- 
gone considerable change and alterations, and that the rates have been made on such 
altered value without being signed and sealed by the Commissioners. 

We have, See. 

William Stanley, Esq. (Signed) Thomas Willis, 

fyc. <§'c. Denis Clarke, 

■ ■ Vice-Guardians. 

E 2 
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Bantir Union.: Sir, 34, Ormond Quay, Dublin, January 9, J849. 

Wk take leave to submit, for the consideration of the Poor Law Commissioners, 
the following statement in respect to the finances of the Bantry Union : — 

£. s. d. 

On the 25th of December, 1848there was due for necessaries sup- 



plied to the late Guardians ...... 2,810 0 0 

Ditto ditto to Vice-Guardians ...... 3,000 0 0 

To Treasurer (over-drawn on him) ..... 1,000 0 0 

Salaries to officers ........ 750 0 0 

And there will be required for the wants of the Union, up to the 
25th of March next, at least, 300Z. a- week, which for 13 weeks 
amounts to ........ 3,900 0 0 

Total . . . £ 11,450 0 0 



To meet this sum there remained outstanding, on the 25th of December, of the rate 
now in collection, the sum of 3,579/. ; but of this there cannot, by possibility, be collected 
more than 2000/., which being deducted from the 11,450/., there remains 9,450/. to be 
provided for to pay the debts and provide for the expenditure of the Union up to the 
25th of March. 

In regard to the debts due by the Union, legal proceedings have been taken by five 
parties for the recovery of sums amounting to 1 1/. 8s, 4cZ. ; and in some of the cases execu- 
tion will be had in the present term. And in addition to this fact, the contractors have 
declined to make tenders for the supply of necessaries, except on the condition of being 
paid each week. 

An average rate of about 5s. 2d. in the pound on the entire Union, would (if the rate- 
payers were able to pay it) discharge the debts due, and provide for the prospective 
expenditure up to the 25th of March ; but as to the probability of collecting such a rate, 
we beg to refer to the particulars contained in our report of the 17 th of September last, 
in reference to a memorial which had been presented to the Lord Lieutenant from the 
ratepayers of the Castletown Electoral Divisions, as to their inability to pay the amount 
of rate which had then been made. 

We have considered it necessary to advise with intelligent parties, who are intimately 
acquainted with the present condition of the Union. We have also consulted with the 
collectors and with the relieving officers, as to the possibility of levying another rate to 
assist in meeting the liabilities of the Union to the 25th of March, and they have all 
asserted the utter impossibility of collecting even a rate of small amount sooner than May 
next. From these opinions we have no reason whatever to dissent ; and in support of 
them we beg to observe, that to our own knowledge, in many parts of the Union, the 
lands are altogether deserted and waste, and many of the former holders are now depend- 
ant on the Union for the support of themselves and their families. 

Under these circumstances it will be for the Commissioners to consider in what manner, 
or from what source, funds are to be raised to supply the present wants of the Union, and 
to meet the necessary expenditure to the 25th of March. 

We have, See. 

(For Self and Colleague) 

Thomas Willis. 

Poor Law Commission Office 

Gentlemen, Dublin, January 9, 1849. 

The Commissioners for Administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor in Ireland, 
have had before them your report of the 26th ultimo, in which you advert to circum- 
stances which you think retarded the collection of the last rate made in the Bantry Union; 
and in reference thereto I am directed to observe, that the most of the objections to the 
rate, referred to in your report, appear to be merely technical, and arising out of supposed 
irregularities in the particular process resorted to in the collection of the rate. 

This description of difficulty is not incidental to another process which the law has pro- 
vided, in empowering the collector to distrain under his own warrant ; and if the collection 
be seriously impeded by technical objections like those referred to, the more summary 
course can be adopted. 

I am to observe, that the circumstance of the Commissioners not having signed and 
scaled a valuation for any Union is no impediment to the making and laying of valid rates 
thereon, according to the existing valuation. 

By order, &c. 

To the Vice- Guardians of Bantry Union. W. Stanley, Secretary. 



SiR, January 9, 1 849. 

With reference to your letter of the 5th instant, I have the honour to enclose the 
copy of a letter I have this day addressed to each of the rate collectors, calling for the 
circumstantial returns required to enable us to proceed effectually to enforce the payment 
of the rates due by immediate lessors. 

At the Board-room this day we were applied to by several of the officers of the esta- 
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blishment for payment of the salaries due to them, and for the want of which many of 
them wore very much embarrassed and distressed. We were not in a position to discharge 
any of these claims, the Treasurer having in the course of last week refused to honour 
some cheques of the Vice-Guardians for trifling sums to pay some small accounts. 

The Vice-Guardians themselves have not received the amount due to them on account 
of salary ; and we feel reluctant to appropriate any part of the money advanced by the 
Commissioners, which will be required to meet the daily increasing destitution, which is 
extending rapidly to every class throughout the Union. 

The reports this day of the relieving officers give a frightful picture of the condition of 
the labouring population, made more hopeless by the utter want of all employment for 
wages. 

I have, &c. 

Wm. Stanley, Esq., J - Lang, Inspector, 

frc. frc. 



Board Room, Bantry Workhouse, January 9, 1849. 

The return furnished by you of the immediate lessors in your district who have not 
paid their rates is incomplete, and docs not contain the particulars directed by my former 
letter, and immediately required by the Poor Law Commissioners. 

You will therefore be pleased to forward to me with as little delay as possible another 
return, specifying the particulars of each case, viz., giving a clear and explicit statement 
of the steps you may have already taken to obtain payment of the rates due, the date or 
dates and manner of each unsuccessful application to the persons liable, the present resi- 
dence of each defaulter, and whether resident or non-resident in the Union or county, a 
part of which may be within the Union. 

It will be also necessary for you to specify the properties of immediate lessors over 
which receivers have been appointed under the Courts, the names and residence of such 
receivers, and whether acting under the Master of the Rolls, a Master in Chancery, or the 
Exchequer. 

I am at the same time to direct your attention to the second section of the Act 6 and 
7 of Victoria, cap. 92, which points out three modes of proceeding against the immediate 
lessors : — 

1. By suit or action in the superior Courts, with the consent of the Commissioners, on an 
application from the Vice-Guardians. 

2. By civil bill, in the Court of proper jurisdiction. 

3. (Where the lessor resides in any county a part of which may be in the Union). 
By a complaint to any Justice, and summons thereupon before the Justices at Petty 
Sessions. 

I have. See. 

J. Lang, 

Inspector, and Acting Vice- Guardian. 



List of Salaries due to the Officers of the Establishment. 



Name. 


Office. 


Amount Due. 


Date to which the 
Amount is due. 


Alexander Hallowell . 


Protestant Chaplain . 


£. s. d. 
12 10 0 


December 25. 


James Barry .... 


Roman Catholic Chaplain 


20 0 0 


Ditto 


Maurice Healv .... 


Clerk 


20 0 0 


September 29. 


Henry O’Brien 


Master 


30 0 0 


Ditto 


Avisia Sullivan 


Matron 


10 0 0 


Ditto 


Thomas Brenau 


Schoolmaster 


5 0 0 


December 25. 


Johannah Murphy . 


Schoolmistress .... 


3 15 0 


Ditto 


A. J. Tuckey .... 


Medical Officer .... 


25 0 0 


Ditto 


B. H. Jagoe .... 


Assistant ditto .... 


20 0 0 


Ditto 


George Bird .... 


Revisor 


23 14 0 


Ditto 


John Sullivan .... 


Porter 


2 10 0 


Ditto 


Catherine Meade . 


Nurse 


6 0 0 


Ditto 


Honorah Holland . 


Ditto 


2 5 0 


Ditto 


Denis O’Sullivan 


Relieving Officer. 


15 0 0 


September 29. 


N. Evanson .... 


Ditto 


25 0 0 


Ditto 


William Murphy . 


Ditto 


20 0 0 


Ditto 


A. Nicholson .... 


Ditto 


20 0 0 


Ditto 


R. Nicholson .... 


Ditto 


20 0 0 


Ditto 


Jos. Kelly ... 


Baker 

Vice Guardians .... 
Total ..... 


4 16 0 

2S5 10 0 
125 0 0 

410 10 0 


December 25. 



The Accounts of the Union were audited on December 9, after which time the Accounting 
Officers should have been paid. 



Bantry Union. 
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Bantry Union.. 



® IR > Poor Laio Commission Office, Dublin, January 11, 1849. 

I am directed by the Commissioners for Administering the Laws for Relief of the 
Poor in Ireland to acknowledge the receipt of your report of the 9th instant relating to 
the Bantry Union, and I am to express tire Commissioners’ thanks for the copy of the 
Circular which you have addressed to the collectors of poor-rate with reference to the 
arrears of rate in the Union. I am at the same time to suggest for your consideration, 
and the consideration of the Vice-Guardians, the expediency of making personally a 
regular, minute, and rigid scrutiny into the books of the collectors, with a View to their 
being specially instructed in each case in which they have failed or neglected hitherto to 
obtain or enforce payment of the rate. 

The Commissioners regret that the Union officers’ salaries have not been paid ; but 
they are unable to point out any mode of meeting the difficulty other than that which the 
Guardians are bound to adopt, namely, the collection of the rates. The Commissioners 
fully concur with your opinion, that the use of the money, entrusted to you to meet cases 
of urgency and to prevent death from starvation, in the payment of the Union officers’ 
salaries, would be highly improper, and wholly unauthorized. 



Captain Lana, 
Sec. Sfc. 



I have. See. . 

(Signed) W. Stanley, Secretary. 



Reply to the foregoing, dated January 16, 1849. 

I am directed by Secretary Sir George Grey to inform you that he has 
brought under the consideration of Her Majesty’s Government your letter of the 
12th instant, on the embarrassed state of the finances of the Bantry Union, and 
requesting the instructions of Sir George Grey on the course which the Commis- 
sioners should now pursue. 

Her Majesty’s Government approve of the steps which the Commissioners have 
taken for enforcing the collection of the outstanding rate ; and they also approve 
of the proposal of the Commissioners that the Guardians should be requested to 
prepare their rate-books for making a new rate. It is essential that every exertion 
should be made to render the local resources in all cases available to the utmost 
extent in the relief of destitution, and to discourage the expectation of assistance 
from the public treasury. But where every exertion is made for this purpose, 
and where it is evident, that under the peculiar circumstances of an Union, the 
rates cannot suffice without some extraneous aid for the relief of urgent distress, 
Her Majesty’s Government, as has been already intimated to the Commissioners, 
are prepared to sanction such advances being made as are indispensable for this 
object. The conditions on which any such advances are to be made, and the 
mode in which they are to be applied, are stated in the Minute of the Lords’ 
Commissioners of the Treasury, to which I referred in my letter of the 13th 
instant. 



The Commissioners to Sir Charles Trevelyan, dated February 1, 1849. 

The Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor in 
Ireland beg to recommend that a grant of 350 1. per week during the ensuing 
month may be made to the Bantry Union, under the Minute of the Lords Com- 
missioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury of the 16th ult., to enable the Vice-Guar- 
dians to meet the necessities of the Union. 

This estimate is furnished by the Temporary Poor Law Inspector of the Union ; 
and the Commissioners forward, for the information of the Lords Commissioners 
of Her Majesty’s Treasury, copies of two Reports from him of the 25th ult. 
containing the above estimate, and also a statement of the destitute condition of 
the Union. The amount of rate collected in the Union during the year ended 
29th September last was 6609/., being an average of 3s. 2d. in the pound on the 
valuation. 

The amount of rate collected since the 29th September last is 3842/., or an 
average of Is. IOcZ. in the pound on the valuation. 
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New rates of 3s. Ad. in the pound are about to be made ; but the Commissioners 
do not expect that they will be available for the expenditure of the Union to any 
considerable extent for some time. 

The number of individuals receiving relief according to the last return was 
1796 in the workhouse, and 8262 out of the workhouse, of whom none were 
able-bodied men. 

The arrears of the last rates amount to 3180/., and difficulty is experienced in 
getting in these arrears. 

The expenditure during the year ended 29th September, 1848, amounted to 
12,321/., being an average of 5s. 10f d. in the pound on the valuation. The 
amount advanced in aid of this expenditure during the year was 3717/., according 
to a return furnished from the Commissariat Office by Assistant Commissary- 
General Dobree. 

The amount of money in the Treasurer’s hands on the 20th ult. was 17/. 17s. 2 d . ; 
and the debts of the Union are about 7000/., or 3s. Ad. in the pound on the 

valuation. 

The Commissioners will duly forward an estimate through the Home Office as 
to the grants required, on receiving further particulars from the Union Inspector. 

The Commissioners, desire, however, to be placed in a position to make an 
advance of 350/. per week during the ensuing month. 

Enclosures. 

Sir, January 25, 1849. 

Respecting the several points referred to in your letter of the 20th instant, I 
have to state, for the information of the Commissioners, that I believe this to be the case 
to a considerable extent, and it applies to a majority of the rate-payers. In even the best 
circumstanced electoral divisions of the Union, the exceptions are not numerous. In some 
of them, such as Kilcrohane, Kilaskin, and Kilcatherin, the inability to pay either rent or 
rate is almost universal. 

That the Commissioners may have a clear conception of the grounds on which I found 
my opinion, it may be expedient to give them a brief sketch of the circumstances under 
which a large proportion of the landed property of the Union has been placed, for many 
years previous to the failure of the potato crop. When this was a potato-growing country, 
and the crop flourished, the landlords and the middlemen found it an easy and certain 
mode of increasing their incomes, to permit every tenant or branch of his family to erect 
hovels of any description on every patch of land among the glens and rocks of the 
mountains or along the sea-coast, ana rather to countenance than discourage the esta- 
blishment of swarms of cottier-tenants on their lands. These contrived, either by taking 
con-acres from the larger occupiers, or by cultivating patches of their own holdings, to 
grow sufficient potatoes to fatten a pig or two to pay the rent. Hordes of this class of 
cottier tenantry, when they had planted the patch of potatoes in spring, shut up their 
cabins or left them in charge of the aged and infirm, and led an idle, vagrant, begging 
life throughout the summer months. To some of these cottier holdings was attached the 
privilege of grazing a cow, a few sheep or goats, upon the adjacent mountains — -and from 
each of these tenements the landlord or the middleman contrived to squeeze out a rent 
from 1Z. to 5Z. yearly; and these rents were better paid than any stranger to the country 
and the habits of the people could have believed it possible to exact from such a class of 
tenantry. Hence, the greater the amount of population a proprietor could locate on his 
estate, the larger became the rent-roll. The consequences of the failure of the only crop 
upon which these masses subsisted and depended for the payment of rent may easily be 
conceived ; they became one and all paupers, and were thrown on the rates for support : 
large tracts of land became waste and unproductive, from which there is now neither rate 
nor rent to be obtained — the landlords had exacted the last farthing. At no period could 
such a class of tenantry accumulate any capital or means to fall back upon for sub- 
sistence ; and the whole system induced and inculcated those idle and vagrant habits, and 
that indisposition to fixed and steady habits of industry, so generally complained of, and 
now falsely attributed to the operation of the Poor Laws and its demoralizing influence. 
But the same apathy and want of energy and exertion existed always, and were the 
natural consequences of the system. It was then only seen — now it begins to be felt. 

A general rate was struck of 3s. in November, 1847; and another in July of from 
2s. 1 Id. to 4s. Id. Besides the amount of rate struck, there was an arrear at the com- 
mencement of the year of 543Z. 13s. 3 \d. 

The Vice-Guardians propose to strike a rate of 3s. Ad., which is the highest I am of 
opinion should be struck : this is a preferable scale than a 3s. rate, as it will' prevent 
fractions in the poundage valuation. 

I have, &c. 

William Stanley, Esq., (Signed) J. Lang, Inspector. 

cj'C. Sfc. 



Banfry Union. 
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Bantry Union. 



Board Room, Bantry Workhouse, 

Sir, . January 25, 1849. 

It will be necessary for you to attend at the Board-room here on Monday next, 
the 29th instant, with your collection books, &c. & c., for examination by the Vice- 
Guardians. 

You will be pleased immediately to furnish me with a return (which has been called 
for by the Poor Law Commissioners) of the names and residence of all persons who have 
not paid their rates in your district, distinguishing those cases in which non-payment is 
owing to real inability, from those in which the parties liable have the means, but refuse 
or evade payment ; and you will also state whether you have applied every legal remedy 
in your power to the last-mentioned cases. 

I have to caution you to be very particular and correct in framing these returns, as 
they will be rigidly scrutinized hereafter by the Vice-Guardians and the revising valuator. 



J . W. Payne, Esq., J.P., 
S>c. Sfc. 



I have, &c. 

(Signed) J. Lang, Inspector. 



Sir, January 25, 1849. 

In reply to your letter of the 23rd instant, I have to state that, looking at 
the amount of our present weekly expenditure for absolute necessaries, and the arrears 
of' salaries due to the officers, by which many of them are suffering much inconvenience 
and even privation, I am of opinion that to enable the Vice-Guardians to meet the 
necessities of this Union, and to be prepared for the increase of destitution to be expected, 
it will require advances in aid of at least 350/. per week, and that such will be wanted 
for the next three months. 

I have, &c. 

William Stanley, Esq., (Signed) J. Lang, Inspector, 

frc. Sfc. 



CLIFDEN UNION. 

The Vice-Guardians to the Commissioners, dated November 10, 1848. 

It becomes my duty to report for the information of your Board, the 
present position in which this Union is placed in reference to supplies of food for 
the destitute poor. 

We had the honour of recently submitting our opinion that it would be ex- 
pedient to have means provided, by which the deficiency between the amount of 
rates received and the sum of the unavoidable expenditure may be made up ; the 
events of the past few days more cogently impress us with the necessity of some 
such aid to enable us to afford relief to the poor of the Union. 

On Tuesday last Mr. Robertson, the contractor for supplying the depots of the 
Roundstone electoral division, refused to give meal without cash ; since then the 
agent of Mr. Levingston, Mr. Lydon, Mr. Griffin, and others have also declined 
to supply without prompt payment. 

We have secured the necessary quantity for this week, but feeling the responsi- 
bilility of making a timely provision for next week’s requirements, we submitted 
the matter to Mr. Deane, with whom we conferred ; after the most mature 
deliberation we all concurred in thinking that the most prudent course to be 
pursued was, that Mr. Deane and Mr. Copeland should proceed to Galway to 
make such arrangements there as would meet the emergency. Accordingly, 
both gentlemen left at once, and I trust their mission will prove a most beneficial 
one. 

We had succeeded in our exertions to provide against the necessity of a Com- 
missariat depot ; by stimulating private enterprise, and by encouraging the small 
traders, an ample supply of meal was constantly in the market, but when our 
means of regular payments were exhausted, these persons could not import, and the 
wealthier merchants had the option of refusing credit or advancing price. 
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Observations of Mr. Bourke on the foregoing. 

It is probable that the experience of the past year will render merchants 
cautious in giving credit to Boards of Guardians, and I fear that without it, it 
will be impossible to procure supplies. It is in vain to expect that the amount of 
rate to be collected can cover the expenditure. 



Mr. Copeland to the Commissioners, dated Galway, November II, 1848. 

I have the honour to state that, in consequence of the contractors for the 
supply of meal for the Clifden Union having declined delivering anymore unless 
some portion of the debt due to them was liquidated, or a cash payment made for 
whatever may be required for future use, I considered it to be my duty to pro- 
ceed to Galway for the purpose of making arrangements, if possible, for the next 
week’s supply. 

I regret, however, to say that, communicating with the principal holders of 
meal here, they have one and all positively refused to supply the necessary quan- 
tity unless a guarantee is given that the meal will be paid for on delivery. 

This I was not in a position to do, as 1 have no hope of the collection for the 
week being at all equivalent to the estimated expenditure of the week. 

Under these circumstances, the most I could do was to make arrangements for 
having a supply on the spot, which I have succeeded in doing, but unless the 
money be paid the meal will not be delivered. 



Mr. Deane, Temporary Poor Law Inspector, dated November 11, 1848. 

I have the honour to report that, having ascertained in the course of yes- 
terday that the agents for the merchants both in Galway and Westport, as well as 
the dealers in the town of Clifden, had positively refused to supply any more meal 
to the Vice-Guardians without cash payment, I felt it to be my duty to proceed to 
Galway in order to communicate with those individuals who have hitherto supplied 
the Union. 

I suggested to Mr. Copeland, the Vice-Guardian, who has been for some years 
a resident in Galway, that it would be well that he should accompany me, which 
he accordingly did ; and after having had interviews with the leading corn-mer- 
chants in the town, the result was a positive refusal to supply meal without ready- 
money payment. 

With some difficulty Mr. Copeland induced Messrs. Rush and Palmer to send 
20 tons of meal to Clifden. The vessel was to be loaded and despatched imme- 
diately. 

The predicament in which the Vice- Guardians are placed is rendered more 
difficult from the fact of one of their collectors, Mr. M'Donnell of Reuvyle, being 
confined to bed from illness, and consequently the amount expected from that 
electoral division (which would probably have been a large one) will not be avail- 
able to meet the urgent demand upon them. 

I have no reason to complain of the progress of the collection of the rate. I am 
fully persuaded the collectors are using activity, and that, save such sums as 
shall be deemed recoverable only in the supreme courts, the collection will be 
made within the specified time. 

I would therefore suggest that the Vice-Guardians should receive assistance in 
the position they are placed in ; for otherwise they will be unable to meet the 
difficulty. 



Extract from the Vice-Guardians’ Report, dated November 6, 1848. 

Meantime we cannot be insensible to the vital importance of securing the 
necessary supplies, which are not now limited to food, but include the requisites for 
rendering our auxiliary houses immediately available, as well as the means of pro- 
curing clothing for those who are already inmates of the workhouse, many of whom, 
from the want of proper supplies, are obliged to retain their own clothing — a 
system which will be apt to engender disease if not speedily remedied ; and as our 
every energy is devoted to the protection of the Union from the disastrous conse- 

F 
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Clifden Union. 



quences of extending out-door relief to those under the 2nd section, we feel most 
solicitous that no impediment to the attainment oi that great object should be per- 
mitted to exist. 

The Commissioners to Mr. Lewis, dated November 30, 1848. 

By direction of the Commissioners for Administering the Laws tor Relict 
of the Poor in Ireland, I have the honour to forward herewith, for the information 
of Secretary Sir George Grey, a copy of a report which the Commissioners have re- 
ceived from the Vice-Guardians of the Clifden Union. . . 

I am at the same time to enclose a copy of a letter which the Commissioners 
have addressed, on the 28th instant, to their Excellencies the Lords Justices. 



The Vice-Guardians to the Commissioners, dated November 25, 1848. 

We consider it to be our duty again respectfully, but urgently, to bring 
before the notice of your Board the dreadful state of destitution which exists in 
this Union, and which we are totally unprepared to meet. 

For the week ending the 18th instant, the amount of rates collected was not 
nearly sufficient to purchase a supply of food for those entitled to relief, and for 
the week ending this day it was only by a special favour to Mr. Deane that a 
merchant here (Mr. Levingston) advanced seven tons of Indian meal, which being 
far below the quantity required, we directed the relieving officers to distribute 
amongst the most destitute in their several districts. 

Having had ample means of judging of the state of the people m our late 
revisions, we cannot hesitate to assure your Board that if some means ol relief be 
not at once afforded, innumerable deaths from starvation must take place. 

During the past two weeks numerous applicants (under the 2nd section) have 
come, with their families, three or four times to the workhouse, from a distance 
of ten, fifteen, and thirty miles ; and, in consequence of the house being lull, were 
unable to gain admission. Many of these cases have now become “ urgent, yet 
the relieving officer is without the means of giving the provisional relief which the 
law authorizes. , , ,, . , 

Under the full sense of our responsibility, we beg to ask your boards instruc- 
tions. We are doing all we can to provide increased in-door accommodation ; but 
even in this our every step is impeded by want of ready money to pay for labour 
and materials. f 

No effort shall be wanting to gather in the rates ; still in the pressure ol our 
present emergency, we cannot hope for such returns from our collectors as will be 
at all adequate to provide for the weekly relief (in-door and out-door). 

The several relieving officers are incessantly representing to us that the want cl 
food is already throwing the people back into that abhorrent state, from which the 
administration of relief, under the present law, rescued so many thousands last 
year in this Union. . , r , ... - 

We enclose one of the applications received this night from the relieving officer 
at Roundstone. 

Enclosure. 

g IR Roundstone , November 25, 1848. 

I beg to inform vou that the people of this district are in a most wretched con- 
dition, in consequence of their not getting their weekly allowance. I know them to be 
perishing for want of both covering and food, and the able-bodied that were some time 
ao-o are now perfectly disabled from want ; so that if there be not an immediate supply 
sent here, the lives of numbers of the people are in the utmost danger. Starvation is 
starino- us in the very countenances'. I am perfectly satisfied that you will do the best you 
can for me. I am striving to keep the starving poor up with promises that we will have 
a supply by Monday next. 

I have, &c. 

D. V. O'Leary, Esq., James Doone, Relieving Officer. 

Vice- Guardian. 



The Commissioners to Sir W. Somerville, dated November 28, 1848. 

The Commissioners for Administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor 
in Ireland, have the honour to transmit herewith, for the information oi 
their Excellencies the Lords Justices, copies of communications which they 
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have received from the Temporary Poor Law Inspector and the Vice-Guardians of Clifden Union, 
the Clifden Union respectively, representing the urgent and extreme difficulty in 
which they have found themselves to be with respect to providing supplies for the 
relief of the destitute poor in the Clifden Union, in consequence of the impractica- 
bility of collecting sufficient rates at this time for the purpose, and the impossibility 
of obtaining supplies on credit, and requesting the Commissioners to afford 
prompt and immediate assistance, to enable the Vice-Guardians to procure pro- 
visions for the poor now receiving relief, in order to prevent the most fatal con- 
sequences. 

The Commissioners at the same time transmit a copy of a letter which they 
addressed to the Vice-Guardians on the 25th instant, in sending, to them a sum of 
500/., which had been placed at the disposal of the Commissioners in consequence 
of that sum having been repaid by the Vice-Guardians ol New Ross, to whom it 
had been advanced as a loan last summer by the British Relief Association. 

In order to explain the present circumstances of the Clifden Union, the Com- 
missioners are desirous of drawing the attention of their Excellencies to the 
following facts. 

The net annual value of the property in the Union, according to the valuation 
made for the assessment of the poor-rates, is 22,426/., whilst the population in 
1841 amounted to 33,465 persons, distributed over an area of 191,426 statute 
acres. 

Out of this population there were 29,300 persons receiving relief under the 
provisions of the Temporary Relief Act, on the 4th July, 1847 ; and in the present 
year 18,145 persons were receiving relief, under the Irish Poor Relief Act, on 
the 15th July. 

On the lltli instant there were 8,831 persons receiving out-door relief, whilst 
758 persons were receiving relief in the original workhouse, and auxiliary build- 
ings, on the 18th instant. 

The present amount of the workhouse accommodation, which has been pro- 
vided and occupied, is calculated for the reception of about 750 persons. 

Arrangements are in progress for providing workhouse accommodation for a 
small additional number, but the Commissioners believe that beyond the buildings 
which are at this time in progress of being occupied, there are no buildings in the 
Union available for the same purpose. 

A rate of 3s. in the pound, amounting, with arrears of the former rate, to 
3,698 1. 18s., was made on the whole qf the Union on the 19th September last, 
and that this rate has been hitherto, the Commissioners are' of opinion, on the 
whole, efficiently collected. 

The rate amounted to 3,698/. 18s., and was put into collection on the 4th 
October. Of this rate the sum of 1,270/. 10s. 7\d. had been collected on the 15th 
instant, and 112/. 9s. 7hd. was collected during the subsequent week, leaving 
2,315/. 17s. 7d. to be collected, 580/. of which, the Vice-Guardians conceive, may 
be collected during the succeeding month. 

In order, however, to show that the Vice-Guardians are not likely to be able to 
enforce the payment of the rest of the rate with equal rapidity, the Commissioners 
desire to call the special attention of their Excellencies to Mr. Deane’s Report of 
the 15th instant, from which it will be seen that of the rate then uncollected as 
much as 1,523/. 15s. 3d. was due from immediate lessors, while only 903/. 12s. HcZ. 
was due from occupiers. 

Under any circumstances the Commissioners believe that this Union cannot 
now maintain its destitute poor from its own resources ; and it appears evident to 
them that, unless extraneous assistance is afforded to the Vice-Guardians in some 
shape or other, there will be a recurrence of such deaths from starvation as pre- 
ceded the dissolution of the Clifden Board of Guardians, and which were happily 
prevented by the arrangements introduced under the administration ot the Vice- 
Guardians, at the beginning of the present year. 

The Vice-Guardians will be instructed immediately after the collection of the 
present rate, to make and levy another rate ; but the Commissioners fear the 
proceeds of such successive rates will be entirely absorbed by the workhouse, and 
by medical relief ; and they have deemed it their duty to apprise Her Majesty’s 
Government of their anticipations in the case of this Union, which they regret to 
say is not very differently circumstanced from other Unions in the west ol Ireland, 
such as the Unions of Westport, Castlebar, Ballina, Ballinrobe, and Galway. 
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RETURN of Immediate Lessors, Defaulters for Poor-Rate. 



,E. Division. 


No. 


Name. 


| Amount. 


Proceedings talien. 


Observations. 








£. 




d. 






Clifden 


1 


Edward Coneys 


2 


15 


H 


Collector states this will be 
paid. 


Lives 80 miles from Clifden ; 




2 




7 


19 


7 * 
















has been written to ; if no 
satisfactory answer, will be 
sued. 




3 


John Hart . 


1 


5 


7 




Lives in Gal wav, do. do. 




4 


Basil Madden . 


4 17 


6 


Owes now 1/. 16s. — will be 
















paid. 

“15 Days’ Notice” served 


Promised to he arranged 






John Davey . . 


3 


8 


6 












immediately. 




6 


A. Bell Martin 


46 


0 


0$ 


Col. Arthur wrote to In- 


Same. 














spector that rates on this 
property will be arranged 
















without delay. 






7 


Hyacinth D’Arcy . 


60 


0 


0 


Mr. D’Arcy has not been at 


Same. 












home. Collector states 
this will be settled in a 
week. 








8 


Mathias Duane 


11 


8 


0 


“ 15 Days’ Notice” served. 




Ballindoon 


9 


John A. O’Neill . 


366 


6 


4 


In Superior Courts. 


In Superior Courts. 




10 


Martin O’Malley . 


26 


0 


0 


Dead. No personal repre- 














seutative. 




11 




55 


13 


8 


“ 15 Days’ Notice” served. 


Promised to be arranged 












Summons issued. 


immediately. 




12 


John Lambert 


59 16 


3 


“ 15 Days’ Notice ” served. 




Roundstone 






447 


5 


9 | 


“15 Days’ Notice” served 


Promised to be arranged 


14 


Martin O’Malley . 


21 


19 


10 


immediately. 

Dead. No personal repre- 


















seutative at present. 




15 




25 


14 


7 


“ 15 Days’ Notice ” served 


Promised to be arranged 














immediately. 




16 


James Ogle 


21 


1 


1 


“15 Days’ Notice” served. 






17 


Mathias Duane 


6 


18 


84 


Summons issued. 






18 


John A. O’Neill . 


15 


15 


1 


See No. 9. 










1 




10 


“ 15 Days’ Notice” served. 






20 


Hyacinth D’Arcy . 


13 


8 


4 


“15 Days’ Notice” served 


Promised to be arranged 
immediately. 




21 


John King . 


6 


17 


H 


Collector states this will be 


Same. 












paid. 






22 




16 


5 


9 


“ 15 Days’ Notice ” served. 






23 


Henry Blake . 


85 


16 


3 i 


“ 15 Days’ Notice” served 


Promised to be arranged 
immediately. 


Renvyle 


24 


General Thomson . 


*42 


14 


1H 


“15 Days’ Notice” served 


Same. 




25 


A. Bell Martin 


54 


10 


11 


“ 15 Days’ Notice” served 


Same. 




26 


Lord i'Trench . 


51 


16 


4 


Mr. Barlow, the agent, pro- 


Same. 














mises to settle. 






27 


Sir George Beresford 


13 


5 


94 


“ 15 Days’ Notice” served. 






28 




7 


10 


0 


This will be paid. 






29 


John D’Arcy . 


6 


8 


H 


This will be paid . 


Promised to be arranged 
immediately. 




30 


Anthony Gorham . 


6 


1 


8S 


Summoned to Petty Sessions 








£. 


1490 


9 


2 







Hamilton Smith, Clerk of Union. 
December 21, 1848. 



Mr. Lewis to the Commissioners, dated December 6, 1848. 

I am directed by Secretary Sir George Grey to acquaint you that he has 
brought under the immediate notice of Her Majesty’s Government the several 
reports and statements which you have recently transmitted to him relative to the 
condition of several Unions in the West of Ireland. It is impossible not deeply 
to lament the great amount of destitution which undoubtedly exists in most of 
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these Unions ; hut Her Majesty’s Government feel that it is absolutely necessary 
to limit the assistance to be given from sources independent of the poor-rate to 
cases of great and pressing emergency. They have observed with satisfaction the 
assurances contained in several of these reports that every effort will be made to 
collect the rates which are due ; but they regret to learn that in the Clifden 
Union, which appears to be the most distressed, so large a sum as 1523/. 13.S. 6d. 
out of 2315/. 17s. Gd. of the last rate remaining uncollected is due from 
immediate lessors. They trust that efficient measures have been taken for 
enforcing the payment of the sum. Her Majesty’s Government entirely approve 
of the course which, under the circumstances, the Commissioners adopted in 
sending to the Vice-Guardians of this Union the sum of 500/. which was at the 
disposal of the Commissioners. The copy of the letter addressed to the Vice- 
Guardians on the 25tli ultimo, which is referred to in Mr. Stanley’s letter of the 
28th ultimo, to Sir William Somerville was not transmitted in his letter to me of 
the 30th ; but Sir George Grey has no doubt that the Commissioners have taken 
proper care that this and any other sums sent to the Vice-Guardians of any 
Union shall be applied, not in payment of past debts, but in the actual relief of 
urgent cases of destitution. 

While any funds remain at the disposal of the Commissioners capable of being 
so applied, Her Majesty’s Government do not doubt that they will exercise a 
sound discretion in rendering them available for this purpose in any case of similar 
emergency. 



The Commissioners to Sir George Grey, dated December 18, 1848. 

The Commissioners for Administering the Law for Relief of the Poor in 
Ireland, adverting to their letter to you of the 30th ultimo, concerning the state 
of the Clifden Union, are desirous of calling your attention to the question of 
providing additional temporary workhouse accommodation for the purpose of 
relieving some of the destitution which exists in the Union. 

The Commissioners are afraid that it is placed beyond doubt that it will be 
impossible, during the next eight months, to relieve the destitution in the Clifden 
Union from the poor rates alone. Its population at the last census was 33,465, 
while the net annual value of its rateable property, according to a revised state- 
ment of the valuation which has just been received, is only 19,986/. The sum 
total of the expenses incurred for the relief of the destitute poor during the year 
ended 29th of September last, was 23,405/., being no less than 1/. 3s. 6d. in pro- 
portion to the pound on the valuation ; and the average number of persons 
relieved during the month of July last, was 21,040/., or 63 per cent, on the 
population, being the highest average in any Union in Ireland. Moreover, last 
year, under the Temporary Relief Act, the proportion of the population receiving 
relief was as high as 86 per cent. 

In connexion with the above facts the Commissioners have to observe, that the 
experience of the last year in Ireland has strongly confirmed the opinion previously 
entertained by them, that no mode of relief is so effectual for preventing imposi- 
tion as the offering, to persons supposed to be destitute, admission into a well- 
regulated workhouse ; and if assistance is to be given at all to the Clifden Union 
during the next eight months, the Commissioners suggest that it would be, on the 
whole, economical to advance money at the present time to enable them to erect 
temporary workhouse buildings in Clifden Union, under the direction of their 
architect, Mr. Wilkinson. 

It will be seen, from the annexed letter of Mr. Wilkinson to the Commissioners, 
dated the 1st of September last, that he has prepared plans of a simple and 
economical arrangement for a building of a temporary character, capable of being 
carried into execution on a scale suited for 300 or 400 inmates, up to 1000 more, 
if necessary. 

Mr. Wilkinson, in fact, proposes the construction of one-height buildings, with 
dry rubble walls, or common mortar walls and thatched roofs ; and he states that 
the cost of providing such accommodation may be expected to vary from about 
20s. to 30s. per head. 

The Commissioners have further communicated with Mr. Wilkinson specially 
respecting the cost of such buildings at Clifden, and his estimate for that locality 
is 30s. per head. 

Assuming, therefore, that the last-mentioned sum would not be too high for 



Clifden Union. 
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Clifden Union. suc 1 j a remote district, the Commissioners venture to propose to Sir George Grey 
' that a sum of 1500/. might advantageously be allocated to Cliiden Union at the 

present time, for the purpose of enabling them to provide additional workhouse 
accommodation for 1000 paupers. 

The Commissioners have only to add, that they are satisfied that there are no 
existing buildings in Clifden Union suited for a workhouse, in addition to two 
auxiliary buildings which have already been hired by them lor the purpose. 



Enclosure. 

Gentlemen, Dublin, September 1, 1848. 

I have recently made a special report to your Board on the objections to the 
erection of the temporary wooden shed buildings in the yards of the poor-houses, which 
have been so often proposed in one shape or other. 

In addition to the objections which belong to them, there may probably be a necessity 
in several Unions for making a more extensive temporary provision, by means of work- 
house accommodation, than could be obtained, under any circumstances, by any temporary 
buildings adjoining the poorhouses. ■ 

I have, therefore, prepared the accompanying plans of a simple and economical arrange- 
ment of a building of a temporary character, capable of being carried into execution on a 
scale suited for 300 or 400 inmates, up to 1000 or more, if necessary. 

The plan given is a general one, capable of being modified to nut any particular piece 
of land. It proposes the construction of one-height buildings, with dry rubble walls, or 
common mortar walls and thatched roofs. ; 

It is considered that much of the work can be done by paupers labour. 

The building to be kept quite distinct from the original poorhouse, either on an airy 
part of the workhouse site, where spacious enough, or on some convenient held. 

The classes to occupy the building to be. either the children or the adults, both men and 
women, or one class only. . , . ... 

The food mi°-ht be cooked at the original poorhouse, and carried to the auxiliary one; 
or be cooked at the auxiliary one with stores kept at the original building, as may be 
thought advisable, this being a matter perhaps, that will be chiefly determined by the 
extent or position of the auxiliary building. 

The cost of providing such accommodation may be expected to vary from about -Us. to 
30s. per head in most places. It is probable that the platforms for the beds could, in 
some localities, be made of the old planks employed on the Relief Works- and the planks 
could also, where available, be used in other parts of the work. . 

By using dry walls, where materials are favourable, the walls may be built m winter, 
and if dashed outside or inside, the wind will not blow through them. 

It is desirable in laying out the buildings, to maintain some separation, so as to prevent 
the spread of fire in case of accident, and the party walls, if carried two feet over the roofs, 
may to some extent assist this object. . 

In conclusion, I am desirous of adding, that where any existing premises can be 
obtained, it will, in most instances, be found better to rent them, m order to provide 



greater workhouse accommodation, than to make new erections of temporary buildings ; 
the latter, however, may be advantageously added to such old premises, where greater 
room is required, 

^ I have, &c., 

Poor Law Commissioners. Geo. Wilkinson. 



Reply to the foregoing, dated December 26, 1848. 

Having laid before Secretary Sir George Grey your letter of the 18th 
instant, in which the Commissioners propose that the sum of 1500/. should he 
allocated to the Clifden Union for the purpose of providing additional workhouse 
accommodation for 1000 paupers, I am to state that Sir George Grey will bring 
this proposal under the consideration of Her Majesty’s Government ; but that 
before he can do so, it will be necessary that he should be informed whether the 
Commissioners intend that this sum should be appropriated out of the funds 
recently placed at their disposal by the British Association, or whether they con- 
template a grant from the Treasury for this purpose. If the latter should be the 
case, I am to remind the Commissioners that Parliament has not placed any funds 
at the disposal of the Government applicable to such a purpose ; and that although 
in cases of extreme urgency, such as those which have formed the subject of recent 
correspondence, Her Majesty’s Government might feel themselves justified in 
making some moderate advances in aid of the rates, subject to such conditions as 
it might be proper to annex to any such advances, there would probably be a 
serious objection to advance, without the previous sanction of Parliament, sums of 
any considerable amount ; and that, before any advance was made for the purpose of 
providing workhouse accommodation, it would be necessary to have some infonna- 
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tion as to the probability of the paupers who would be received into it when pro- 
vided, being maintained at the cost of the Union or Electoral Division to which they 
would be chargeable. It would, moreover, be desirable to know, before a new 
expenditure such as that now proposed be entered upon, to what extent, in the 
opinion of the Commissioners, it might be necessary to proceed with it, and whether 
there are any other Unions with regard to which the Commissioners contemplate 
the probability of making a similar proposal. 



Mr. Briscoe, Temporary Poor Law Inspector, dated December 27, 1848. 

The collection for the week only amounts to 38 1. 11s. Id. from small 
occupiers. Many immediate lessors we expect will pay soon. The collectors 
experience much difficulty in consequence of the non-attendance of Magistrates at 
Petty Sessions for the whole of the month within this Union. The Stipendiary 
Magistrate stationed at Clifden has been assisting in the collection of rates in 
the Galway Union. . . 

Had we the Magistrates’ warrants we would not require their presence, nor 
that of the police. . , „ 

We hope the Commissioners will represent in the proper quarter the necessity 
there is of allowing Mr. Dopping, the Stipendiary Magistrate, to remain within 
this Union at least during the usual Petty Sessions’ days. 

I proceed to Galway to purchase timber, &c. to fit up Benowen Castle, as 
sanctioned by the Commissioners, as an auxiliary workhouse. 

The 500/., a grant from the Commissioners, has been expended. Meal tor out- 
door relief has been provided up to the 30th December. . 

For the ensuing week we have no funds whatsoever, and I shall be m the dis- 
agreeable situation of becoming personally responsible for a large amount, otherwise 
deaths may occur. I hope the Commissioners will consider I am making use or a 
wise discretion in so doing. 

The revision carrying on by the Vice-Guardians, and the workhouse test have 
been productive of excellent results. 



Reply to the foregoing, dated December 29, 1848. 

I am directed by the Commissioners for Administering the Laws for Relief 
of the Poor in Ireland, to acknowledge the receipt of your report of the 27th 
instant, relating to the Clifden Union ; and I am to state that a sum oi oOOZ. will 
be forwarded to you to-morrow, to be applied to the relief of the urgent destitution 
stated to exist in the Union, and for the prevention of apprehended cases ol 
starvation. . . . 

I am at the same time to state that, although the Commissioners fully appreciate 
the motives which induced you to become personally responsible for a sum or 
money on account of food advanced to the Clilden Union, they are not m a 
position to authorize you to take such a step ; and they are desirous that you 
should keep them informed of the financial condition and prospects of the Union, 
and that every possible exertion should 'be made to enforce the payments of the 
poor-rates. . n 

Your observations with respect to the attendance of a Magistrate at Petty 
Sessions will receive attention. 



The 'Commissioners to Sir George Grey, dated December 30, 1848. 

The Commissioners for Administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor m 
Ireland have had under their consideration Mr. Waddington’s communication of 
the 26th instant in reply to the Commissioners’ letter of the 18th instant relating 
to the application of a sum of 1500i. to the purpose of providing additional work- 
house accommodation in the Clifden Union for the relief of destitute poor persons, 
in which he inquires, for the information of Secretary Sir George Grey, whether 
the Commissioners propose that the sum referred to should be appropriated out ot 
the funds lately placed at their disposal by the British Relict Association, or 
whether they contemplate a grant from the Treasury for the purpose. 

In reference thereto, the Commissioners desire to state that in their letter ot the 



Clifden Union. 
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Clifden Union. 18tli instant they did not refer to the funds of the British Association ; but they 

contemplated that Pier Majesty’s Government might be disposed to make a grant 

of 1500/. from the Treasury to the Vice-Guardians of the Clifden Union, in 
order to enable them to provide temporary workhouse accommodation in the 
Union for 1000 paupers. . . ... . 

The Commissioners need scarcely state that it is a question .exclusively within 
the province of Her Majesty’s Government to decide, whether they are in a position 
to make such a grant. If, however, there is no insuperable difficulty on this head, 
the Commissioners think that such a grant would be on the whole an economical 
expenditure of money, inasmuch as it seems absolutely certain that some pecuniary 
assistance, in some form or another, must be given to the Clifden Union between 
the present time and the next harvest, and the longer there is any delay in pro- 
viding workhouse accommodation the greater will be the sum which will ultimately 
have to be advanced to that Union. 

In reference to the question asked by Sir George Grey, as to the probability of 
the 1 000 additional paupers who might be received into the proposed new work- 
house being maintained at the cost ot the Union or Electoral Division to which 
they would be chargeable, I am directed to state that the Commissioners do not 
think that the C.lifden Union would be able from its own resources to maintain 
those 1000 paupers. . c ,, 1Q , 

The Commissioners have to add that, since they wrote their letter ol the 18th 
instant, Mr. O’Neill, one of the principal proprietors of the Clifden Union, who, 
owing to peculiar circumstances, is in a state of pecuniary embarrassment, has 
entered into an arrangement with the Commissioners to let to them his own icsi- 
dence, Bunowen Castle, as a workhouse. The Commissioners are informed that 
Bunowen Castle could receive 500 paupers. There is at present workhouse 
accommodation in the Union for 1200 paupers ; and this, added to the accommo- 
dation proposed to be afforded in Bunowen Castle, will place at the disposal ot the 
Vice-Guardians room for 1700 persons. ' 

The Commissioners deem it right to mention this fact to Sir George Grey ; but 
they would still consider it economical to provide temporary workhouse accommo- 
dation for 1000 paupers in the manner suggested in the Commissioners’ letter of 
the 18th instant, as they are satisfied that accommodation for 2700 persons 
would be far from being excessive in the present unfortunate condition of the 
Clifden Union. , 

With regard to the question whether there are any other Unions with regard to 
which the Commissioners contemplate the probability of making a similar pro- 
posal, they have to state that there are a few Unions in the west of Ireland for 
which it would be advisable and economical to provide similar temporary work- 
house accommodation ; and if Her Majesty’s Government are disposed to entertain 
favourably the principle of the suggestion contained in the Commissioners’ letter 
of the 18th instant, they, after consulting the resident Inspectors, will specify those 
Unions to Sir George Grey. 



The Commissioners to the Vice-Guardians, dated January 5, 1849. 

I am directed by the Commissioners for Administering the Laws for the 
Relief of the Poor in Ireland, to state that they have had before them the return 
forwarded by you on the 21st ultimo of the rates due by “ immediate lessors” in 
the Clifden Union, together with some observations of Mr. Briscoe, Temporary 
Poor-Law Inspector, respecting the steps taken to obtain payment of the rates due 
in some few cases in which the information was not given by your return. 

The Commissioners observe that in the majority of cases in the return a 15 
days’ notice has been served, and all therefore that remains to be done in these 
cases is to see that this preliminary proceeding is rigorously followed up. 

With regard to the rates due on the property of Mr. Bell Martin, it appears to 
the Commissioners that if some definite arrangement be not speedily made, pro- 
ceedings by summons or otherwise should be taken. The Commissioners are 
desirous of being informed more explicitly of the precise position in which Mr. 
O’Neill stands with respect to the last and the present rate, and also whether the 
rates due by Mr. Hyacinth D’Arcy are paid as promised. 

The Commissioners trust that the Vice-Guardians will not fail to make a 
vigilant and systematic scrutiny into the lists of uncollected rates, in order to 
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satisfy themselves from Week to week that the collectors have not failed to use all 
the powers with which they are provided to obtain payment of the rate remaining 
uncollected. 

The Commissioners are desirous of receiving a further return from you, showing 
how much of the sum of 1490?. 9s. 2d. included in the return dated the 21st 
ultimo, has been paid since that date, and the steps which you have since taken to 
enforce. payment in the cases where the rate has not been paid. 

A copy of the return, with the columns for this purpose added to it, is enclosed 
herewith. 



The Commissioners to Sir George Grey, dated January 13, 1849. 

I have the honour, by direction of the Commissioners for Administering 
the Laws for Relief of the Poor in Ireland, to forward herewith a copy of a 
report which the Commissioners have received from Mr. Harrison Briscoe, Tem- 
porary Poor Law Inspector for the Clifden Union ; arid in reference thereto, I am 
to state that, considering the peculiar circumstances of the Clifden Union, the 
Commissioners would deem it advisable to provide clothing and bedding, to the 
extent specified in the estimate contained in the report, for poor persons likely 
to be admitted into the additional workhouse in the Union. 

The Commissioners at the same time desire to state, that they do not know 
whether it would meet Sir George Grey’s views to advance money, for the purpose 
adverted to, from the funds placed at the disposal by the British Relief Associa- 
tion ; and they request to be favoured with instructions on the subject. 

An extract from a former report from Mr. Briscoe, in reply to which the Com- 
missioners requested him to send the estimate now furnished, is also enclosed 
herewith for Sir George Grey’s information. 



> Enclosure. 

Gentlemen, Clifden, January 3, 1849. 

I have the honour to state that I attended the Board of Vice- Guardians yester- 
day, and have to regret the indisposition of Mr. O’Leary, one of the Guardians, whose 
duties 1 have endeavoured to perform. 

The collection for the week 21/. 16s. ll-id. ; a considerable sum is expected from im- 
mediate lessors soon, who owe nearly three-fourths of the balance of rate due. 

Any rates received must be made use of in payiug the several officers of the Union and 
numerous small sums due to poor persons. 

The 300/. forwarded I hope will enable the Vice- Guardians to obtain supplies of food 
up to week ending 13th instant. 

From the great difficulty there is in conveying meal to this Union, it is absolutely ne- 
cessary that orders be given at least three weeks in advance. The Vice-Guardians have 
no credit, as there was not money in the Treasurer's hands, and fearing the result of the 
want of food, has caused me, previous to this, to become responsible for food. 

The auxiliary house of Kylemore I hope may be ready in two weeks, also additional 
accommodation in the Roundstone house ; but there will be want of funds to provide bed- 
steads, bedding. See. 

The auxiliary house, Bunowen Castle, the fitting up of which waits the orders of the 
Commissioners. 

It is of the utmost consequence that these auxiliary houses be made available without 
loss of time, to meet the increasing destitution in the Union, and if possible to prevent 
the necessity of that demoralizing system, out-door relief to the able-bodied. 

There are no funds for clothing or bedding, and for providing articles to keep those 
paupers employed that are not wanted in the establishment, or in the several works, 
about the grounds. 

I have, &c. 

H. Harrison Briscoe, 

Poor Law Inspector. 



Gentlemen, Clifden, January 7, 1849. 

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your communication enclosing 
half notes for 300/., to be applied to the relief of urgent cases of destitution, and to pre- 
vent cases of death by starvation. 

Mr. O'Leary’s medical adviser considers that in eight davs he will be able to resume 
his duties. 

G 



Clifden Union. 
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The estimate for clothing and bedding for the anailiarytrorkhonses. I consider as 

llows : — ,. oQ/( 

Clothing— 960 persons at 8s. . . 

Bedding— 320 Children, 80 Blankets at 6s. \ i2 q 
„ 640 Adults, 320 Blankets at 6s. I 

„ 400 Rugs at 2s. ... 40 

„ 400 Bed-ticks at 4s. . . • 80 

„ 400 Sheets at Is. Gel. . ■ .30 

£654 



Reply to the foregoing, dated January 16, 1849. 

I am directed, in reply to your letter of the 13th instant on the subject of 
providing a supply of clothing and bedding for the inmates ol the auxiliary work- 
houses in Clifden Union, to inform you that Sir G. Grey sees no objection to the 
Commissioners advancing money for this purpose, as they suggest, from the tunas 
placed at their disposal by the British Association. 



Mr. Lewis to the Commissioners, dated January 13, 1849. 

I am directed by Secretary Sir George Grey to acquaint you, for tte 
information of the Commissioners for Administering the Laws for the Relief of the 
Poor in Ireland, that he has brought under the consideration of Her Majesty s 
Government their proposal, that 1500Z. should be granted to the Vice-Guardians 
of the Clifden Union to enable them to provide temporary workhouse accommo- 
dation for 1000 paupers. , . . . , 

Her Majesty's Government agree with the Commissioners m the opinion that 
as a general rule, the best mode of relief is by admission into a well-regulated 
workhouse, and they entirely approve of the measures which have been taken lor 
increasing the workhouse accommodation in many Unions in Ireland ; but the 
question now presented for their decision is, whether in those Unions in the west 
of Ireland, in which, owing to the extent and severity of distress, some assistance 
may be required in aid of the rates. Her Majesty’s Government should undertake 
to provide out of the public funds additional workhouse accommodation, in order 
to enable the Guardians to administer relief in the most economical manner. It 
indeed there was anv reason to believe that the assistance to be given by the 
Government was to 'be limited to the sums required for the purpose of providing 
this additional accommodation, and that, if it should be provided, the local 
resources of the Unions would suffice for the maintenance ot the paupers to be 
admitted into the temporary workhouses, there would be much force in the argu- 
ments by which the Commissioners recommend this measure. But no sucli hope 
is held out, and a compliance with the recommendation would involve a consider- 
able outlay, on the part of the Government, for workhouse accommodation, to be 
followed by further demands for assistance in defraying the expenses ol the 
establishment of such additional workhouses, and m maintaining the paupers tor 
whose relief the rates are alleged to be insufficient. As no funds have been placed 
by Parliament at the disposal of the Government for this purpose, they do not 
feel that they should be justified, on their own responsibility, m sanctioning the 
expenditure requisite for carrying into effect the recommendation of the Commis- 
sioners. They think that, under present circumstances, the aid to be afforded 
from the public treasury ought to be limited to the relief of urgent cases of distress 
in Unions in which every exertion is made to enforce the collection of rates, and 
that the relief given by any funds advanced by the Government should be given in 
food, in a manner similar to that in which such relief was given last year, out of 
the funds of the British Association. 

The Commissioners will immediately be informed by the Lords Commissioners 
of the Treasury of the conditions upon which any such advances are to be made; 
but in order to enable the Government to determine whether it will be right to 
make any proposal to Parliament, founded on the recommendation of the Com- 
missioners, as to additional workhouse accommodation, I am to request that they 
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will furnish Sir George Grey with a list of those Unions to which their recom- 
mendation will apply, with an estimate of the expenses which will be requisite, in 
the event of the proposal being adopted, and with a full statement of the grounds 
on which they consider that the required outlay will prove an economical measure 
witli reference to the amount of assistance which the Government may be called 

upon to give during the present year. . . 

I am also to request that you will transmit to me, for the information of Sir 
George Grey, a statement of all grants recently made by the Commissioners to 
Unions in Ireland, whether from the funds of the British Association or from 
other sources, and of the mode in which such grants have been applied. 



Reply to the foregoing, dated January 20, 1849. 

I am directed by the Commissioners for Administering the Laws for the 
Relief of the Poor in Ireland to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 13th 
instant, in which Secretary Sir George Grey informs the Commissioners that 
Her Majesty’s Government would not feel justified in advancing money for pro- 
viding additional temporary workhouse accommodation in a distressed Union 
without making a proposal on the subject to Parliament. 

Under these circumstances,, the Commissioners desire respectfully to withdraw 
their application for assistance in the manner suggested by them in their letters 
of the 18th ultimo and the 30th ultimo. ' . 

It is to be observed, that the two periods in which workhouse accommodation 
tells most effectively in checking abuses, are— first, towards the commencement ; 
and, secondly, towards the end of the time when out-door relief is granted to 
able-bodied men. With workhouse accommodation such relief can be longer 
postponed, and sooner discontinued, than under any other system of management ; 
and it is upon these two points that the superior economy in the long run, of 
workhouse relief in the most distressed Unions in Ireland would mainly, although 
not exclusively, depend. . 

Now, without reference to other considerations, the Commissioners believe that 
before Parliament could sanction grants for temporary workhouse accommodation, 
and before temporary workhouses could subsequently be built, orders, authorizing 
out-door relief to able-bodied men will have become absolutely necessary in the 
most distressed Unions. Hence one of the two chief sources of economy in pro- 
viding temporary workhouse accommodation, has been effected by the necessity of 
waiting for the sanction of Parliament ; and for this reason, amongst others, the 
Commissioners do not wish to press this matter any further. 

In reference to the request contained in the concluding paragraph of your 
letter, the Commissioners transmit herewith, for the information of Sir George 
Grey, a statement of all the grants made by the Commissioners to Unions in Ire- 
land since the 1st of October last inclusive, from the grants of the British Asso- 
ciation, or from other sources ; together with a statement of the purposes for 
which such grants were made. 



G 2 
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Clifd cn U nion. STATEMENT of the Amount granted out of the Government Funds and out of the 
Balance received from the British Association, since September, 1848. 



Names of Unions. 


Fund. 


Purposes. 


An 










£. .v. d. 


£. i. d. 


Gort . 


Parliamentary Grant of 


Relief of urgent desti- 


100 0 0 






£132,000. 








Castlebar . 






300 0 0 




Kilrush 






120 0 0 




Ballina 






200 0 0 




Swinelbrd . 


V- 


t ■ 


2,210 0 0 












3,830 0 0 






of this fund . . J 




562 16 4* 


Bantry . 


Sums placed at the 


Relief of urgent desti- 


1,400 0 0 


K i 




disposal of the Poor 


tution. 








Law Commissioners 










by the British Asso- 










ciation,viz., 1 2,0007. 










balance, and 10007. 










loans repaid. Total 










13,0007. 








Clifden. 




i , 


2,550 0 0 




Kenmare . 






500 0 0 












4,450 0 0 


Ballina 




Building .... 


1,000 0 0 




Castlebar . 






1,000 0 0 




Galway. 






1,000 0 0 




Gort . . . 






1 ,000 0 0 




Westport . . 






800 0 0 




Tiiam . . . 






400 0 0 




Clilden . 






300 0 0 




Ballinrobe . 






1,000 0 0 




Swineford . 






1,000 0 0 












7,500 0 0 






Total from the Funds! 










of British Associa- > 




11,950 0 0 






lion for both purposes J 










Balance* now available \ 










out of this Fund . j 














13,000 0 0 


Total Grants since September, 1848 


from the Funds of) 






British Association and the Parliamentary Grant . . ) 







* On the 20th instant. 



The Commissioners to Sir Charles Trevelyan, dated January 20, 1849. 

I am directed by the Commissioners for Administering the Law for Relief 
of the Poor of Ireland, to forward herewith, l'or the information of the Lords Com- 
missioners of Pier Majesty’s Treasury, a copy of a report which the Commissioners 
have received from Mr. Briscoe, Temporary Poor Law Inspector, on the subject 
of the present state of the Clifden Union, by which it appears that the estimated 
weekly expenditure in providing for the relief of the destitute poor in the Union 
amounts to a sum of 450 1. 

I am at the same time to state that, during the year ended the 29th September 
last, the total amount of poor-rate collected in the Union amounted to 2529/. ; 
since the above date a further sum of 1806/. has been collected, leaving at the 
present date, of rate and arrears uncollected, a sum amounting to 1892/. There 
has not been any rate made in the Union since the 29th September last. 

Under the circumstances mentioned in Mr. Briscoe’s report, the Commissioners 
do not recommend that a new rate should be put in course of collection in the 
Union till the month of May next. 

In the meanwhile, the Commissioners are desirous that funds may be placed at 
their disposal to assist the Clifden Union, in accordance with the estimate of Mr. 
Briscoe, and they will, at the same time, cause the valuation of the Union to be 
revised with the least possible delay. 
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Enclosure. 

Gentlemen, Clifden, January 16, 1849. 

In reference to that part of No. 65537. 1848, directing me to make a special report 
of. the general state of the affairs of this Union, I have the honour to state that the 
valuation made last year was 19,986/. The liabilities up to December, 1848, 6,687/. being 



6 s. 8 dL. in the pound on the valuation. 

The present average weekly expenses are — 

For In-door about . . . . . . £ 60 

Out-door ....... 150 

Staff, & c. ...... 40 

Total .... £250— 13s. in the £. 

To which will be added when Kylemore and Benowen 
auxiliaries are open ..... 40 

Last year there were on the out-door list 19,514, say 
two-thirds (13,008) to be relieved this year, which 
is about double those at present relieved ; this 
may increase the weekly expenditure by . . 150 

Estimated weekly expense . £450 — 23s. in the £. 



To meet these liabilities and expenses there is part of the balance of the last rate and 
arrear, which I estimate may be about 600/., available within any reasonable period. 

Among the creditors are all the officers, small traders, mechanics, distributors, carriers, 
nurses'; in fact every description of occupation within the Union, independently of large 
sums due to meal contractors. 

The net value of Union .... £19,986 

Ditto, at and under 41. ... . 7,434 

Ditto, given up to landlords, not occupied, and now 
waste ....... 9,449 

Ditto, of holdings, the occupiers of which are so poor 
that it is impossible to recover rates from . 1,673 

These two last sums make 11,122/., being nearly eleven-ninteenths of the whole valua- 
tion unproductive as to rates. 

The few persons who had previously given employment have now ceased doing so ; the 
majority from want of means, and some fearing lest their improvements may be the 
subject for additional taxation. 

The greater number of the fishermen’s boats are out of repair, and most of those 
having good boats want nets. 

The last season was so very wet that although the whole of this Union is a mass of 
bog, all classes are suffering for the want of fuel. 

The clothing of the people is wretched in the extreme. 

There are few cattle, and scarcbly a stack of corn to be seen. The people are fast 
selling their furniture. The few potatoes that came to perfection have nearly disappeared. 
All these circumstances, combined with the total want of industry, energy, self-reliance, 
self-respect, and want of truth on the part of the people, render the people of this Union 
in as degraded and wretched a state as it is possible to conceive. 

The Union has suffered by a frequent change of relieving officers ; a difficulty exists in 
procuring persons fitted for the situation, and the consequences have been irregularities 
and want of the necessary attention in making up their books. 

At my suggestion, the Vice- Guardians intend to reduce the relieving officers from nine 
to six, and to increase the salaries, which has in the first vacancy enabled them to appoint 
a better description of officer, a member of the late Board of Guardians. 

The workhouse premises and grounds are so open that it is impossible to keep up that 
subordination that ought to exist in the establishment. 

The rate-books are very imperfect documents : previous to the next rate I would 
recommend, and that without delay, a Revisor for each division, not so much for value 
as to extent, occupation, and immediate lessors. 

That the Vice-Guardians should minutely consider those rates that are uncollectable, 
and not carry them forward. 

That previous to the 25th of March, a rate of 3s. be struck, but the collection not com- 
menced until the latter end of May ; as I find, this being a cattle country, the best period 
is from May to November. 

It is absolutely necessary to throw the people upon their own resources as much as 
possible ; out-door relief is an obstacle to this. 

I would earnestly urge upon the Commissioners to afford to this Union the utmost 
possible extension of house accommodation, to enable us to avoid any sealed order, and 
also to afford us the opportunity, by testing, of reducing our present list in sect. 1. 

The attention of the Boundary Commissioners may be directed to the inconvenient 
situation of the Clifden workhouse, with the view to its being auxiliary to a larger 
establishment more south, and to add to the Union part of Ballinrobe, west of Loughs, 
Mask, and Corrib, and a portion of Galway Union. 

There are many circumstances connected with the Union, but being matters of detail I 
shall not trouble the Commissioners with them. I have, See. 

(Signed) H. Haurison Bkiscoe, 

The Poor Law Commissioners, Poor Law Inspector. 

Dublin. 



Clifden : Uriion. 
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Kenmare Union. 

KENMARE UNION. 

Colonel Clarke, Temporary Poor Law Inspector, dated Killarney, 
December 18, 1848. 

I have the honour to transmit to you a copy of a letter I have received 
from the Vice-Guardians of the Kenmare Union, which clearly shows the depth of 
misery and destitution to which the people of that district are sunk. I believe it 
to be an unexampled fact in the administration of the Poor Law, that 118 persons, 
out of 247, refused to leave the shelter of the workhouse and receive out-door 
relief ; and yet it cannot be doubted, for I am credibly informed, that upwards 
of one thousand dwellings have been levelled to the ground in this Union within 
the last twelve months, and the unfortunate starving inmates thrown on the wide 
world with no shelter but the canopy of heaven or the Union workhouse. 

To trace the causes of this lamentable state of affairs would be to recapitulate 
all that has been said and written for the last three years : but, a retributive justice 
appears to have fallen upon those who encouraged the subdivision of land, and 
increased population, in order to extract the utmost penny it could be made 
to produce, by the competition of parties whose existence depended on its pos- 
session. 

It now becomes necessary to lay bare the exact state of the Union as it stands ; 
and in the first place, its financial position must be considered. The debt of the 
Union approximates 5000/., while the small sums lodged by the poor-rate 
collectors in the hands of the treasurer are swallowed up to meet daily arising 
exigencies ; and in all probability credit will be entirely stopped within a few 
weeks. 

The present weekly expenditure for provisions is about 225/., which it may be 
expected will be doubled within a month. Bedding and clothing to an immense 
amount, are required for the number of in-door paupers for whom accommodation 
can be found. 

To meet these demands an uniform rate of 3s. in the pound is being put in 
course of collection ; but it may be asked, what proportion of it can be realized at 
this period of the year, when the butter season is over, and a race is now running 
between the agent and the poor-rate collector, the stake being the cow on which 
the unfortunate tenant and his family depend for life during the ensuing season ? 

The utmost extent of in-door accommodation that can be obtained is for 2000 ; 
and by the letter of the Vice-Guardians it appears, that alter discharging on out- 
door relief all such as would accept of it under your sealed order, there remained 
2063 in-door paupers on Saturday last. 

It is evident the workhouse test is now become valueless ; and it is necessary 
not only to extend your sealed order to the classes named by the Vice-Guardians, 
but also to devise the means by which the multitude are to be fed, for I have reason 
to believe that at the close of the present contract for meal, it will be difficult to 
induce other parties to come forward. 

This is the difficult position in which the Union is placed ; and it will require 
no small degree of energy, combined with the greatest prudence on the part of the 
gentlemen who may be appointed as Vice-Guardians, to prevent the present state 
of affairs from becoming permanent. 

Enclosure. 

Sir, Kenmare, December 16, 1848- 

We deem it our duty to inform you that notwithstanding the desperate inclemency 
of the weather yesterday, the number of applicants was 659. 

The Commissioners’ sealed order of the 12th instant, authorising the issue of out-door 
relief to widows with one child and orphans, came to hand through the clerk on Thursday 
night. 

On Friday morning Mr. Barry attended at 6£ a.m., and selected every inmate coming 
within the operation of the order above named, making on the whole 247 persons, of 
whom 129 accepted the offer of out-door relief. 

The remaining 118 declared they had neither home nor friends, and therefore refused to 
leave the house. 

The number of the inmates this day, after discharging the widows and orphans, is 2063. 
Under these circumstances it appears to us absolutely necessary that some further 
steps should be taken immediately to reduce the numbers in the house, so that the in- 
door test may still be offered to future applicants. 
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We therefore beg again to recommend the extension of the out-door relief to the adult Kenmare Union. 

daughters of widows who are themselves recipients of such relief. 

We have ascertained that there are now in the house 41 able-bodied men, whose families 
make an aggregate of 27b, averaging 6f to each. . , . 

Referring to them we beg respectfully to suggest that a sealed order should be made, 
authorizing the issue of out-door relief to the wives and children of these 41 men, on con- 
dition of their continuing to undergo the in-door test in their own persons. 

This would relieve the house of 235 individuals. 

We have, &c. 

(Signed) Charles Barnewall. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Clark, Stephen Bajiey. 

Sfc. £c. 



Colonel Clarke, Temporary Poor Law Inspector, dated Kilbmey., 
December 19, 1848. 

The copy of your letter of the 15th instant addressed to the Vice-Guar- 
dians of the Kenmare Union, only reached me this morning ; and in reference 
thereto I have the honour to report to you that every exertion has been made to 
relieve the workhouse from its present crowded state. 

It is to be understood that about 700 only sleep in the establishment ; and I 
expect on Saturday to find the whole of the children removed to the building pre- 
pared for them. 

My report of yesterday shows the very unsatisfactory state of this Union ; since 
writing which, I have had an interview with the contractor for supplying provi- 
sions, and he informs me that on Saturday last the Union was indebted to him 
1575/., and that further orders have been given upon him, which will make the 
entire sum upwards of 1800/. ; and that unless he be paid a very considerable part 
of it he will cease to supply at the end of the week. 



Colonel Clarke, Temporary Poor Law Inspector, dated Kilbmey , 

January 8, 1849. 

I returned late on Saturday night from Kenmare, and regret to have 
to report to you that affairs continue there in a most unsatisfactory state ; and no 
sooner is the workhouse relieved from its plethora of inmates under your sealed 
order, than a fresh batch of paupers present themselves, yelling and howling for 
admission. _ . . ' . 

I do not mean by this to convey the impression that destitution does not exist ; 
on the contrary, I know that it does to a fearful extent ; but there is no assistance 
given to the Vice-Guardians by the rate-payers in checking those abuses which are 
known to exist, and the doctrine has been publicly preached that a man has no 
occasion to work unless it so pleases him, but has a right to support for himself and 
family in the workhouse. 

All principle of right and decency appears to have vanished since the out-door 
relief commenced ; and the assistant-barrister who presided at the sessions most 
emphatically declared from the bench on Friday last, that lie had never witnessed 
^uch profligacy in wilful perjury as had been exhibited in that court during the 
entire session. . . . 

I investigated two cases of complaint against relieving officers which most 
strongly prove the demoralized state of the people. The first was for giving 
relief to various persons holding land and having cows. Knowing the habit of the 
people to be that of making wholesale charges without shadow of proof, I examined 
the complainant on oath, when it turned out that all he could bring forward was that 
he believed that the relieving officer had given meal to a man in employment, 
admitting that if he had given meal to a labourer who was in his (the complainant s) 
constant employ, which he had refused, he would not have brought forward the 
charge. The second case was accusing the relieving officer of appropriating meal 
to his own use ; the complainant admitting that he had never spoken to any one 
on the subject until his father was refused relief, and that be never would have 
mentioned it to the Vice-Guardians had his father got the meal. 

These facts show the extreme difficulty of introducing any measure of reform ; 
and when combined with the total want of discipline of the workhouse officers, 
the utter confusion of books and accounts of every description, and the want of 
food, clothing, money, or credit, present obstacles of a most formidable nature. 
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It may now be expected that I should explain the line of action I propose to 
adopt to overcome the enormous difficulties which present themselves. This must 
entirely depend upon your placing that trust in my discretion and prudence as to inform 
me in strict confidence, what extent and description of aid I may expect from other 
sources than the poor rates, for without this information, I am working in the 
dark. _ 

I have no fear of incurring responsibility in carrying out a great principle ; hut 
no prudent officer will undertake a campaign without an accurate knowledge ot 
the means he can command. At this moment the treasurer’s account is “ nil, and 
of the 1,100/. outstanding rate I do not expect that 200/. will be collected. _ 

The Vice-Guardians passed a resolution lor making an uniform rate of in 

the pound ; this was adopted under peculiar circumstances, and to produce a 
particular effect ; but I cannot disguise from you that it would be impossible to 
collect such a rate at the present time, and I am of opinion that the Vice- 
Guardians should be recommended to reconsider their resolution, and to divide the 
rate ; 4s. in the pound to be levied now, and the remainder at a future period. 

It is possible that this rate of 4s. may produce 3,500/., but it cannot be put in 
course of collection before the first week in February ; and allowing lour months 
for collection, at the most moderate calculation, the actual cost for provisions 
alone for that time will be between 8,000/. and 9,000/., with an overhanging debt 
of 5,000/. : the creditors being clamorous for payment, threatening immediate 
legal proceedings ; at the same time an outlay of from 400/. to 500/. is required to 
clothe the limited number of paupers for whom in-door accommodation can be 
provided. ... . . 

It now becomes a serious consideration if the workhouse test can be carried 
further than it has been with advantage. I am disposed to the opinion that it 
cannot, and that your sealed order is required for all classes, excepting able-bodied 
male adults, and these, with those unfortunate creatures who have no shelter to 
fly to, will completely absorb all the in-door accommodation. On Saturday there 
were 2,259 in-door paupers, from which number very few could be selected for 
out-door relief, after giving every possible latitude to your sealed order. 

I attach great importance to the Vice-Guardians holding boards of revision in 
the remote districts, and personally investigating the cases ot recipients of out- 
door relief; they are most desirous of undertaking this arduous duty, and I think 
no limit should be put on their travelling expenses in so doing, as there can be no 
inducement beyond a sense of duty to travel at this season ot the year. 

I shall devote the greater part of my time to the Kenmare Union ; at the same 
time I am most desirous of introducing a system of industrial occupation in the 
Killarney workhouse, and the distance between the two is so short as to present no 
difficulty in inspecting both. 



Reply to the foregoing, dated January 10, 1849. 

With reference to your observations respecting the pressure for relief, 
and the idea which has been encouraged that a man has no occasion to work 
unless it pleases him, and that he is entitled to relief in the workhouse, I am to 
observe that “ destitution,” or, in some cases, sickness, form the only grounds 
upon which relief is to be given from the poor rates, and that the responsibility 
of judging whether an applicant for relief is in “destitute” circumstances or not, 
is vested in the Guardians. 

I am at the same time to observe that the Commissioners have frequently 
pointed out to the late Vice-Guardians and Inspector of the Kenmare Union, the 
necessity of “ setting to work,” in accordance with the requirements of the statute, 
the persons to whom relief is afforded in the workhouse, and, as far as the Com- 
missioners are informed, the system of employment of the inmates of the Ken- 
mare workhouse is capable ot great improvement. The description of labour 
provided should be unattractive, and the execution of a task of work should be 
strictly enforced. 

The Commissioners trust that the constant attention of the present Vice- 
Guardians of the Union will be directed to this important point. 

With regard to the financial condition of the Union, I am to state that the 
Commissioners do not approve of the Vice-Guardians proceeding to make a rate, 
of the collection of which there is not a reasonable prospect, and they cannot 
x’ecommend the Guardians to make a rate of 7s. in the pound. 
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The Commissioners have full confidence in your prudence and discretion, but 
thev regret that they are not in a position to state what assistance the Government 
may enable them to render the Kenmare Union, and they cannot, therefore, 
give you the information which you desire. ~ e 

The Commissioners have been informed yesterday that the Vice-Guardians of 
Athlone Union are about to repay a sum of 500/., which was advanced to them 
last year by the British Relief Association, and the Commissioners will place that 
sum at your disposal, to be used in aid of the funds of the Union in case of urgent 
necessity and to prevent death from starvation ; and they have no doubt that you 
will see" that the Vice-Guardians press forward the collection of the new rates m 
the Union with the least possible delay. ' 

The Commissioners are strongly impressed with the . advantage which is derived 
from the offer of admission to a workhouse as a test ol destitution ; but they will 
issue the order which you recommend, authorizing the Vice-Guardians to give 
out-door relief under the second section of the Irish Poor Relief Extension Act, 
until means of providing additional workhouse accommodation are devised, and 
they invite your attention to the plan of temporary workhouse accommodation 
recommended by Mr. Wilkinson, and detailed in the last Annual Report. 

The Commissioners to Sir Charles Trevelyan, dated January 23, 1849. 

I AM directed to request the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s 
Treasury to be so good as to place at the disposal of the Commissioners, some funds 
to assist, the Vice-Guardians of the Kenmare Union in administering rebel to the 
destitute at the present time. 

The Kenmare Union, at the last census in 1841, had a population of dd,bob, 
and its valuation is 24,487/. , , . 

The last rates made in it were— on one division, a rate of 3s. m the pound, in 
April last ; on four divisions, a rate of 4s. in the pound— on three of the divisions 
in May, and one in September. On two divisions rates of 5s. in the pound ; in 
one of the divisions in July, and one in September. Of the last rates, which, with 
the arrears, amounted to 5387/., the sum of 4322/. has been collected, and only 
1065/. remains uncollected, and the Guardians are preparing the rate-books for 
new rates of 4s. in the pound, on each electoral division; but it is stated that 
there is no prospect of much of the rates being immediately collected I he rates 
levied during the year ended 29th September last, amounted to b014/., being an 
average of 4s. lid. on the valuation. The amount of rate remaining uncollected 
on the 29th of September last, was 3448/., of which amount 2381/. has been col- 
lected, being an average amount of Is. llid. per pound. . 

The debts of the Union amount to 5000/., being no less than 4s. Id. in the 
pound on the Poor Law valuation. . 

In the year ended the 29th September, 1848, the expenses incurred for relief 
under the "Poor Laws were 12,663/., being an average expenditure of 10s. 3d on 
the valuation — varying, in the different electoral divisions, from ts. o ? a. (the 
minimum) to 16s. 4 id., the maximum. Towards this sum, 64611. were advanced 
by the Commissioners. . . . T t • 

The Commissioners are afraid that the relief of the destitution in this U mon 
must fall mainly upon Her Majesty's Government, from the present tune until 
next harvest. -, 

It would not be safe to suppose that the Vice-Guardians could, m the interval, 
make and collect new rates in addition to the proposed new rates of 4s. in the 
pound. But these new rates, even if, with the arrears, they were all collected, 
would not do more than discharge the debts of the Union, and leave at the dis- 
posal of the Vice-Guardians a balance of 961/. But that balance of 961/. would 
not oo far towards relieving the destitution in this Union until next harvest. 

The Commissioners have written to the Vice-Guardians to request from them 
„ ^ nf thp Union dnrin'ff the next month. W lien 



instant; but at present — - . 

minutes of the Guardians, that the weekly expenses are not less than 3UU<; ana 
the Commissioners are desirous of being placed in a position to assist the \ lce- 
Guardians until the estimate is received. 

H 
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The Commissioners- to Sir Charles Trevelyan, dated January 31, 1849. 

Adverting to the Commissioners’ letter of the 23rd instant, requesting 
the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury to place at the disposal of 
the Commissioners some funds to assist the Vice-Guardians of Kenmare Union 
in administering relief to the destitute, at the present time, the Commissioners for 
Administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor in Ireland beg to forward, for the 
information ol their Lordships, a copy of a letter which they have received from 
Colonel Clarke, relative to the unusual demand for relief. 



Colonel Clarke to the Commissioners, dated Kenmare, January 27, 1849. 

Your letter of the 23rd instant has received that serious attention which 
its importance demands, and the various reports I have had the honour to address 
to you, since my taking charge of this Union, will have prepared you to expect 
an almost universal demand for relief. 

Every exertion has been made by the Vice-Guardians to stem the torrent which 
has long threatened to overwhelm them, by stretching the workhouse test to its 
utmost limit, almost exceeding the bounds of prudence. On Saturday, the 20th 
instant., there were 2241 in-door paupers, and yesterday I found the number 
increased to 2774, which was increased, in the course of the evening, to 2861. 
These were accommodated for the night; but this state of things could not 
be continued, and this morning the Vice-Guardians have commenced discharging 
every individual falling under the provisions of your sealed order, to the out.-door 
relief. I fear that even this will not reduce the number to the proper limit, in 
which case I must incur the responsibility of authorizing the Vice-Guardians to 
discharge the wives and families of able-bodied men, in temporary relief, until an 
additional sealed order to that effect can be issued. 

There can be no doubt that the present crisis has been long contemplated, and 
brought about by the combination of various influences too powerful for control ; 
and the inevitable result will be a demand for a sealed order, authorizing out-door 
relief to the able-bodied men. 

This consideration brings me more immediately to the points on which you 
require my special report; and, on the first query, I am of opinion that rates 
have been collected to the full extent that the resources of the Union will allow. 

Returns are now in course of preparation for each electoral division, distin- 
guishing those cases where non-payment of rates arises from real inability, from 
those of evasion. These returns will require some days in preparation, as the 
collection of the last rate is only just concluded, and every individual case must 
undergo strict investigation. The actual arrears, compared with the amount of rates 
levied, sufficiently prove that no systematic evasion of payment has prevailed. 

Two rates were levied in the year ended September 29, 1848. The warrants 
for the first were signed on the 2nd and 23rd October, 1847, and were in 
each electoral division at 3s. 6d. in the pound. The warrants for the second rate 
were signed in May, July, and September, 1848: in two electoral divisions 
the rate was 5s., in four 4s., and in the remaining one 3s. in the pound. 

Rate-books are now preparing for a rate of 4s. in six electoral divisions, and of 
3s. in the seventh, the exception arising from the late Vice-Guardians having made 
that rate immediately before resigning office. 

The sum required to meet the expense of provisions only, must necessarily 
depend upon circumstances which will not admit of exact calculation. The work- 
house and auxiliary buildings are not capable of containing more than 1600 
paupers, having due regard to health : this, at an average weekly cost of Is. each, 
will be 80/. On the most moderate estimate, I believe there will be an average 
of 8400 persons on the out-door lists, which, at a weekly cost of 8 d. each, will 
amount to 280/., or combined, 360/., for the weekly cost of provisions. 

It is not probable that there will be any available produce from land before 
August. There will thus be twenty-six weeks of destitution, requiring the 
enormous sum of 9360/. This is the nearest approximation I can arrive at ; 
but I would recommend the course adopted in the Cahirciveen Union last year, 
which was weekly estimates for the exact number on the relief lists on each 
Board day. 
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KILIIUSH UNION. 

Captain Kennedy, Temporary Poor Law Inspector to the Commissioners, 
dated November 7, 1848. 

My last Report and anticipations for many months of a rapid increase of 
destitution about this period, will have prepared the Commissioners for the 
extreme pressure for relief which has occurred during the past week. Upwards 
of 3000 were added to the lists, rendering an application for a sealed order, au- 
thorizing relief under the 2nd section of the Act, absolutely necessary. This 
measure was resorted to with the greatest reluctance ; but the extent and 
character of the destitution brought before the Vice-Guardians, left them no 
alternative. There must inevitably be a still further increase to the relief lists, 
as the decision on applications from several Electoral Divisions was necessarily 
postponed for want of time to go into them. From one Electoral Division alone, 
that of “ Kilmurry,” 1100 additional names were added to the list, and the 
character of their destitution was really appalling — it is not here a question of 
relieving poverty and destitution, but the saving of life. 

.1 cannot lead the Commissioners to expect other than a rapid increase of 
numbers becoming chargeable to the rates, and it cannot, under existing circum- 
stances, be otherwise. 

The expenditure for out-door relief was rapidly reduced in the course of a few 
weeks, from nearly 500Z. to 170Z. per week, and of course there was a correspond- 
ing reduction of numbers on the relief list. The harvesting over, the poor were 
thrown altogether upon any scanty resources they had ; these are now’ exhausted, 
and the opportunity of pilfering produce from the fields being removed, the 
natural consequence (in the absence of employment or wages) is starvation or 
public relief. 

The extent of destitution which I anticipate, and which exists iu the Union may 
be readily accounted for. Large numbers are employed during the summer cutting 
and saving turf, but at a scale of remuneration barely sufficient to support existence. 
Many more earn a precarious livelihood by fishing in the summer months, but in 
the winter they cannot venture out with their wretched boats and tackle on this 
iron-bound coast. The money spent by summer visitors is also wanting — to 
these must be added all those small landholders who have been since last spring 
evicted. I believe that this class alone numbers 9000 souls, and that 8000 of 
of these are without even shelter, as an eviction seldom occurs without the 
domolition of the house. They are swarming over the Union in temporary sheds 
and huts, which are unfit for human occupation, and from which they are daily 
driven by the inclement weather. 

The habits of the poor in this district are repugnant to emigration — they have 
neither the means nor energy when left unassisted. The few of this class 
who do emigrate, leave a still more embarrassing class behind, their deserted 
wives and helpless children. This class is rapidly increasing, though the Vice- 
Guardians have availed themselves of the powers vested in them by law, and 
have procured the committal of many who have deserted those dependent upon 
them. 

Though additional workhouse accommodation is necessary, and will be most 
useful if it can be procured, I would be misleading the Commissioners if I held 
out a hope that it would meet the evil, or stem the torrent of destitution in this 
Union. I believe that there are able-bodied and then - dependents to the number 
of 8000, who would eagerly accept of food and shelter on any conditions, and iu 
the most stringently managed workhouse. The want of clothing and fuel 
renders their condition still more desperate, and the workhouse still more attrac- 
tive. I do not offer these statements and opinions at hazard. I have long since 
made myself minutely acquainted with the statistics and state of this Union. 
An almost personal knowledge of the paupers enables me to speak of their 
wants and sufferings with accuracy, and I feel I should be wanting in my duty 
were I to withhold the knowledge of them from the Commissioners. 

As many as 3000 applicants have appeared at the workhouse on one day, not 

H 2 
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turbulently nor menacingly, but praying and beseeching for food on any terms or 
any conditions. Their squalid, naked and half-starved appearance, putting their 
real state beyond a doubt. 

There were in the workhouse on Saturday, 28th October, 1528 
Discharged during last week at their own request 100 
By Guardians, without relief . . . • 3 

By Guardians, on out-door relief ... 74 

177 

Admitted and remaining in the workhouse, 4th November, 1500. 

There were in receipt of out-door relief, under Section 1, on 28th October, 

2330 cases, numbering 5734 souls. 

The next week’s return will show a large increase. # 

The expenditure for food for out-door relief, for the week ending, 28th October, 
was Ylll. 11s. 5d. 

The measures recommended to, and adopted by the Vice-Guardians, in refer- 
ence to the rate collectors, had the desired effect. The amount of rate collected 
and lodged nearly doubling that of last week. 

There will not be much trouble or delay in setting the able-bodied to work, as 
the Vice-Guardians still retain the implements intrusted to them, and trained 
persons can be readily found to superintend them. 

The workhouse, infirmary, and the fever-hospital, are in a satisfactory state, the 
mortality for the week being eight — this is an increased mortality, and may be 
accounted for by the appearance of scarlatina and measles in a very virulent form, 
both of which, I am happy to say, have been checked by the judicious measures ol 
the Medical Officer. Some cases of these diseases were the worst I have ever 
seen. 

The industrial employment in the house has been much extended a large 
number being employed in spinning flannel and making up clothing, of which 
there has hitherto been a very deficient stock. The able-bodied are employed on 
the workhouse farm, trenching the land and draining. Those recently admitted 
go through a probation of stone-breaking inside the workhouse, which has the 
effect of getting rid of all doubtful cases. A considerab e number are at present 
employed threshing and winnowing the grain grown on the farm, and that done, 
will be employed grinding it. 

I take every opportunity of suggesting employment, as well as measures to 
ensure it, feeling assured that it is as necessary to their moral well-being as to 
make the workhouse a test of destitution. . 

The utter absence of employment of any kind throughout the Union is almost 
incredible, and where such is given it is in exchange for food alone, a very limited 
number of persons in the Union giving wages. 

I can see no solution of the difficulties and distresses of this Union save by a 
well-directed effort on the part of proprietors and occupiers to give reproductive 
employment : such, however, under existing circumstances, will not or cannot be 
given, though all practical men agree in its necessity, and that a finer or more 
profitable field for labour cannot be found. 

The Land Improvement Act has conferred no benefit on this Union, a very 
trifling sum having been applied for, or taken under it. 

A universal distrust and want of confidence exist between all classes, which 
prevents the useful efforts of individuals having their desired effects. 

The extensive dispossession of the small landholders, and consolidation of farms, 
will require time to produce their anticipated good effects, while the suffering and 
embarrassments are immediate and undoubted. 

I do not believe that there are a sufficient number of labourers in this Union to 
bring it to the same degree of cultivation and productiveness as some parts of the 
county of Down and Antrim ; and yet the whole labouring population are starving, 
while hardly an acre is drained or improved. At a very moderate computation, I 
believe that four times the quantity ol food might be produced. 

The schools throughout the Union, since food was discontinued, are little more 
than nominal ; and even national school-masters have petitioned the Vice- 
Guardians for relief. They cannot get either money or (as formerly) potatoes 
from the poor. 
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The rates are being well and cheerfully paid, and the influential classes, however 
embarrassed they may be, do not evade their payment or encourage others in 
opposition. 

The decrease of marriages and births is very remarkable, while the mortality, 
especially among the children, is very lamentable. The result of my own obser- 
vation and inquiry leads me to believe that fever is not on the increase. 



Captain Kennedy, Temporary Poor Law Inspector, to the Commissioners, 
dated November 12, 1848. 



I cannot say anything in addition to my report of last week upon the affairs 
of the Kilrush Union, which is not painful and alarming. 

The rapid increase of destitution rendered still more embarrassing by the 
wholesale and shameless attempts at imposition has placed the Vice-Guardians m 
a most trying position. There have not been less than 1000 applicants on any 
day since Wednesday last, and on some days as many as 3000. The labour and 
time occupied in culling the really destitute out of this impatient and clamoious 
mass can hardly be understood without actual observation. 

While the falsehood and imposture of some sturdy applicant are being 
unravelled, the weak and really destitute frequently fail with hunger, and are 
trampled under foot. Such an excessive number of applicants was never con- 
templated, and no reasonable amount ot staff is sufficient to meet it. 1 lie Vice- 
Guardians are working steadily and perseveringly to overcome the difficulties ol 
their position, and have, I need hardly add, my cheerful assistance. While many 
miserable applicants fell down from hunger and exhaustion after a long journey, 
others among the most clamorous for relief were, on being searched, found to have 
sums of money in their possession. Single and deserted women applied lor relief 
as “ widows,” with children borrowed for the occasion. I he absence of truth and 
honesty is most lamentable, and quite as painful to contemplate as their physical 



destitution. c , T * i 

During mv attendance at the admissions on two days and part ot a third, 1 took 
the opportunity of inquiring of every able-bodied applicant where and with whom 
lie had last been' employed, and at what rate of wages 1 Almost the whole number 
declared that even during the harvest, they had laboured for 2d. and 3d. per day, 
seldom getting 4d., and that at present they could not exchange or obtain their 
food for their labour. There were many respectable rate-payers present who 
confirmed these statements as the “ usage of the country. I believe (however 
incredible it may appear) that nineteen-twentieths of the labouring population of 
the Kilrush Union are without employment or resource of any kind, nor do 1 see 
any attempt to remedy this state of things, though the land is undrained and 
not half cultivated. If an effort be not made by all those connected with the land, 
the expenditure must of course increase with the numbers relieved, and ere long 
result in the exhaustion of funds and the financial embarrassment of the Union. 

The sanitary state of the workhouse and auxiliary houses is still most satis- 
factory. I made a minute inspection of the Fever Hospital during the week, and 
found it in a most creditable state. I have suggested some necessary alterations 
to fit it up for winter occupation, which are in course ot being carried out. 

The Vice-Guardians are making every effort to procure further workhouse 
accommodation, and I have expectation that they may succeed to some extent, 
though buildings of a suitable description are scarcely to be had. 

I have observed some irregularities on the part of the relieving officers, with a 
view to relieve themselves of a portion ot their responsibility, and which the Vice- 
Guardians have rectified on being pointed out. . 

The rate is being fairly collected in many districts, while in others the col- 
lectors betray want of activity and energy. The Vice-Guardians have summoned 
some of the parties before the magistrates, and I will recommend other measures 
if these fail in their object. . 

The increased expenditure and the prospect of what it must be during the 
winter, cause me serious anxiety. I can, assisted by the Vice-Guardians, deal 
with any other difficulty save want of funds. Many weeks cannot elapse before 
the expenditure reaches 500/. weekly. 



Kilrush Union. 
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Kilrusii Union. I have been employed during the week, in making various inquiries and investi- 
gations in different parts of the Union, tlie details of which are not necessary to 
notice. My whole time and best energies have been employed to meet and pro- 
vide for the requirements of the Union, and to co-operate with the Vice-Guardians 
in meeting their formidable responsibility. 



Captain Kennedy, Temporary Poor Law Inspector, to the Commissioners, 
dated December 4, 1848. 

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your communication, dated 
December 1, requesting to know the data upon which I calculate that the current 
rate will be only sufficient to meet the liabilities and pay the current expenses ol 
the Union to the 31st instant. 

In reply thereto I have the honour to submit the following statement : — 



The amount of rate uncollected on November 1, 1848, was . £10,179 
Deduct liabilities to November 1st .... 6,041 



Balance available . £ 4,138 
Deduct probable bad debts, uncollectable, of present and for 

new rates — say ....... 800 



Total available . . £ 3,338 

Against this sum must be placed the following : — 

8 weeks’ expenditure, from November 1st to December 31st, 

at 400Z. per week .......£ 3,200 

200 beds for auxiliary workhouse ..... 120 

500 suits clothing for auxiliary workhouse, at . . 375 



£ 3,695 

This calculation is sufficiently accurate to enable the Commissioners to form an 
■opinion of the financial state of the Union. 

The expenditure for the week ending 2nd December was about 540 1, and I 
cannot calculate upon the requirements of the Union being less for many months. 

I need only add that I believe the general economy of management is not 
exceeded by any other Union; the only excess is in destitution, with a population 
over 80,000, and a valuation under 60,000. 

I would beg the Commissioners’ consideration of this statement, and their 
instruction thereon. 



Captain Kennedy, Temporary Poor Law Inspector, to the Commissioners — 
December' 4, 1848. 

Though Saturday is set apart for the transaction of routine and financial 
business, every day in the week is alike— one of labour. It requires unceasing 
energy and application to prevent an accumulation of business, and consequent con- 
fusion, during the existing pressure. The number of applicants for relief, though 
much less than during the former week, was nevertheless formidable. 

The workhouse and auxiliaries are full, and the number in receipt of out-door 
relief, under 1st and 2nd section of the Act, for the week ending November 25, 
make a total of 14,462, at a weekly cost (for food alone) of 398Z. 105. 

My acquaintance with the state of this Union does not allow me to believe that 
the numbers becoming chargeable to the rates, will stop short of 20,000. This 
can hardly be a matter of surprise when I state (what the Commissioners are in 
possession of) that I have forwarded returns of the eviction of 6090 souls since 
last July. These small holders when evicted and their houses levelled, are the 
most hopeless and helpless class of paupers, being in almost every instance encum- 
bered with a large family. The number I have stated does not comprise all those 
who have voluntarily surrendered, or who have been dispossessed in various other 
modes. When 6090 souls are added to the fair average of the infirm and helpless 
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class in so large a population, the number on the relief list may be readily ac- Kilrush Union, 
counted for. 

I must again repeat what I have so frequently reported, that there is a total 
absence of employment at any scale of remuneration. I can, even in the neigh- 
bourhood of a town, procure the services of a good able-bodied labourer for his 
food alone. 

The Vice-Guardians on every occasion court the assistance and scrutiny of the 
rate-payers, with a view to removing all improper objects from the lists. 

I foresee that the want of clothing will erelong be a most embarrassing item in 
the difficulties of this Union. 

The great mass of the poor have been without the means of procuring clothes 
during the last three years of want and privations, and the stock of mere rags 
among 100 of them is not sufficient for 20. 

In this respect the able-bodied are as badly off as the infirm class, and of course 
suffer more from their necessary exposure at work. 

Though the rates have not heretofore, nor do they at present, press heavily on 
this Union, there is no effort worthy of notice made to mitigate the suffering or 
mend this miserable state of tilings. 

I have reluctantly come to the conclusion that the amount of rate and employ- 
ment (or rather absence of it) bear no relation to each other in this Union, and 
that, under existing circumstances, the absence of employment would be the same 
whether the rate were 155. or I5d. 

Notwithstanding the inclement weather during the week, the amount of rate 
collected has been satisfactory, namely, 6 13Z. 10s. 

The Vice-Guardians have applied for the Commissioners’ sanction to their hiring 
some premises as an auxiliary workhouse. I would recommend this being given 
without delay. 

The sanitary state of the workhouse and auxiliaries is satisfactory, though the 
week’s mortality has been 14 : almost the whole of those were very young children, 
or the very old and infirm, who are brought in to die. 

A distributor of food at “ Cooraclare ” has, at my recommendation, been brought 
before the magistrates, convicted, and fined 20 1., for misapplication and peculation 
of Union property. I investigated this case and forwarded Minutes a considerable 
time ago. It is a matter of difficulty to get evidence to procure a conviction in. 
such cases, and I am satisfied that this will have a most salutary effect. 

Another distributor at Kilkee, who was dismissed, together with the late- 
relieving officer of that district, for malpractices, was also summoned and fined 
145. for an assault upon his successor. I take every opportunity through the 
proper channel of making the law respected. I hope to see the labour test so 
organized as to make it a really efficient one, and I intend giving it my personal 
attention and inspection to ascertain to what extent it may be made a test of bona- 
fide destitution. 

I will make the financial state and prospects of the Union the subject of a 
separate communication. 

Fever and dysentery, I am concerned to say, are on the increase ; I inspected 
the fever hospital during the week and found it in a most creditable state. 
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Scariff Union. 



SCARIFF UNION. 

The Commissioners to Sir Charles Trevelyan, dated January 23, 1849. 

The Commissioners feel called upon, by representations which have been 
made to them by the Vice-Guardians and the Temporary Poor Lmv I.jspeetor ol 
the Scariff Union respecting the lamentable embarrassments of the Union to br g 
the circumstances under the consideration of the Lords Co— on of H . 
Maiestv’s Treasury, with a request that their Lordships will be so good as to 
place at the disposal of the Commissioners some funds to assist the Vice-Guardians 
S the Seidff U P nion, in administering relief to the destitute at 

In compliance with their Lordships minute of the iGlh mstan 0 

missioners annex a statement showing the amount of rate levied /oqSeDtemte 
ended the 29th September last, and the amount levied since the 29th September 

‘“it will be seen by this statement that, a sum of 14,6891 was collected in the 
year ended 29th September hist ; being 6*. 6 d. in the pound on the valuation 
The expenditure of the year amounted to 28,1191., being .an .average poundage on 
the valuation at the commencement of the year: viz., 44 , 9601 : of 12s. 6A, the 
minimum poundage being 9s. Id., and the maximum poundage- 20s. 10 d. 

The amount advanced by the British Association and the Government towards 

Sectors at the close of the year, amounted to 
7 435/ and this amount has been increased to about 9,000/, at the piesent time. 

'of 12,471/. new rates and arrears of previous rates, 6,605/. has been collected 

Sm WhaiTe™a!d to' the amount of rate remaining uncollected^ the Commissioners 
forward liefewith a copy of a report from Captain Spark, the Temporary Inspectoi 
of the Union, detailing the difficulties experienced in the collection. 

It will be seen by this report that, although the arrears amount to upwards of 
5 000 1 the Inspector, after careful inquiry and examination into the circumstances 
of the defaulters, despairs of obtaining more than 1,500/., and he apprehends that 
the Vice-Guardians w-ill be unable to continue out-door relief beyond the present 
week, unless they succeed in obtaining further credit. . , . 

There is reason, however, to fear that further credit will not be given, and in. 
that case the Inspector anticipates most serious consequences to the destitute, 
miserable recipients of relief, besides a disturbance of the public peace. 

The Inspector represents the condition of the Union as most deplorable . more 
than half the population (which in 1841 was 53,563) being entirely destitute, 
without food, and without means of existence, and the landholders and proprietors 

too poor generally to afford to give them employment. 

From the Vice-Guardians, reports equally discouraging have been received, 
showing that the collection is decreasing in amount whilst the expenditure is 
increasing ; that the supplies for out-door relief are refused, without ready money, 
that the creditors are becoming importunate, and legal proceedings aie being com 
menced to add to the embarrassments of the Union. 

The Vice-Guardians represent the proprietors in the Union with few exceptions, 
to be in a most disastrous state, and unable to afford assistance by employment. 

As to the financial prospects of the Union, the Vice-Guardians calculate that it 
will take at least 600/. per week to support the expenditure of the Union until the 
1st of August next, which will require a gross sum of 14 500/. 

To meet this, the Vice-Guardians calculate the proceeds of anothei 3s. 4d rate 
(the highest rate which the Commissioners would recommend at the present time 
under the circumstances), at 9,000/., and adding 3,000/. for arrears, a gross sum of 
12 000/. would be available if collected ; but the Vice-Guardians say that they 
cannot anticipate that more than 2s. 6d. in the pound can be levied on he Union 
before harvest, or in round numbers 7,000/. ; the Vice-Guardians are satisfied that 
this is the very utmost that can be collected by the most vigorous measures, leaving 

a The” Vice-Guardians add that hundreds of acres of land will be left waste and 
unoccupied; farmers being unwilling to embark their capital in farming in the 
present aspect of affairs, and the landlords being unable to put them into cultivation 
and refusing even to take them into possession, as they would then be saddled 
with the poor rates. 
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With regard to the collection, the Vice-Guardians state that considering the SeanffUmon. 
impoverished state of the Union, the collection in six of the ten electoral divisions 
has been very fair, and they have directed the collection in the remaining electoral 
divisions which has been very backward, to be closed by the 3rd of February next. 

Meanwhile, the new rate books are in course of preparation, and the Vice-Guardians 
report that they are determined to put the warrants into the hands of thecollectors, 
and to proceed with the collection of the new rate, with the utmost despatch and 

dCt T(f provide for the weekly wants of the Union, the Commissioners estimate that 
a sum of about 5007. will be required until the new rate can be made available. 

The Commissioners have written to the Vice-Guardians to request them to 
furnish an estimate of the average expenses of the Union during the next month, 
and the Commissioners on receiving the estimate will forward it to the Lords 
Commissioners, in conformity with their Lordships’ minute of the 16th instant; 
but the Commissioners are desirous of being placed in a position to afford imme- 
diate aid to the Vice-Guardians towards the support of the destitute poor in the 
ensuing week. 



t-relief for weeks ended 


£. 


30th December, 1848, cost 


335 


6th January, 1849, ,, 


371 


13th ,, ,, ,, 


380 


Average cost per week 


365 


In-maintenance costs weekly 


about 135 
£. 500 



Sin, 



January 19, 1849. 



I have the honour to report, for the information of the Commissioners that the 
amount of poor-rate lodged by the collectors during the last week, ending the 13tli instant 
was 137/ \7s 7 d The Vice-Guardians find themselves in a most embarrassed position, 
in consequence of the sudden falling off in the collection ; whilst there remains more than 
5000Z. still outstanding, of which, after a most careful inquiry and examination ot_ the 
collecting books, and into the circumstances of defaulters 1 oelieve not more than loOO/. 
will be found to be collectable rate. The greater part of this is due by immediate lessors, 
some of whom are absentees whose agents reside out of the county, and are difficult to 
get at; much of it by proprietors who having lately succeeded in appeal against the 
rate, will pay when the orders made on their cases at the sessions, are sent to the Vice- 
Guardians, which are hourly looked for. , , , 

Seeing how slowly the rate is coming in, I have felt it my duty to recommend, and the 
Vice-Guardians immediately concurred with me, that the rate-collectors of Ivilnoe, Jvil- 
luran, and Mount Shannon, Woodford, and Clonrush electoral divisions, be directed to 
close their collection on Saturday the 27th instant, and that The collectors of Scariff, 
Tulla, Fearle, O'Gonnella, and Killaloe close theirs on the 3rd of February, instead of 
the whole closing on the 10th, as before determined upon. A resolution to this effect will 
be found on the Minutes, and the clerk has been ordered to inform those officers, that 
unless they make the greatest possible exertions to gather the outstanding rate by the 
time appointed, the Vice-Guardians will, without fail, prosecute them and their secu- 
rities for the non-fulfillment of the stipulations in their bond. I have the rate-books in 
progress, and I will take care that no delay shall take place in getting them completed, as 

^I have already reported to the Commissioners that when, in the beginning of Novem- 
ber the Vice- Guardians advertised for persons willing to contract to supply this Union 
with Indian meal, that no one responded— no one would undertake to serve them ; and 
the necessary supplies to feed the rapidly increasing number of paupers seeking relief, 
were therefore only to be had for ready money. , , TT . 

Messrs. Boland and Wallnut, millers and corn-dealers, residing m the Union, were the 
parties who contracted at the current market price, to furnish the required quantity to 
the workhouses and relieving officers each week. The Vice-Guardians, however have 
since my appointment, been so pressed for payment of debts long due, so o vein helmed 
with the heavy expense necessarily incurred to meet the wants of the starving population, 
both for in and out-door relief, and for the maintenance of the numerous establishments 
and hospitals that they have unavoidably (the rates not coming m) latterly got into arrear 
in their payment to Messrs. Boland and Wallnut— who have now come to a determination 
to withhold further supplies, beyond what may be required for the ensuingweek the 
Guardians being indebted to the former 713/., to the latter 601 Z. It appeals that these 
dealers are only factors for Mr. Usbornc of Limerick, who is already a large cieditor of 
the Union, and lie has had both the above sums transferred to his credit. 

I must observe that there appears to me, Sir, but little hope that the poor-rate co 
lectors, however coerced, and I have done my utmost to stimulate them to exertion, can. 
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Scariff Union. out of tlie rate due, gather sufficient money to justify the Vice-Guardians in continuing 

to afford out-door relief. They must come to a stand still, unless they can succeed in 

obtaining on credit the supply of food that may he required, from the end of next week 
up to the time that money, the proceeds of a new rate, shall he at their command. To 
endeavour to obtain this. Mr. Rolleston and myself propose to go to Limerick on Monday 
next, and I earnestly pray that we may succeed. The consequences to the destitute 
miserable people now recipients of relief must be most serious and distressing if we do 
not ; and fears may be entertained that the public peace will be disturbed. 

My reports — since I was appointed three months since to the charge of this Union, one 
of the most impoverished in Ireland, burdened with a heavy debt of above 9000/, 
which has not been increased under my management, — will have prepared the Poor Law 
Commissioners for the present lamentable position of its affairs. A Union in which more 
than half the population are entirely destitute, without food — without the means of 
•existence, unless the Vice- Guardians can provide it for them — and the landholders and pro- 
prietors are too poor, generally, to afford to give employment ; or if better circumstanced, 
not doing so, being indifferent about, if not decidedly opposed to the fair working of the 
poor law. 

I am happy in having again to report, that there continues a marked improvement in 
the health of the inmates of the workhouses and hospitals, and I look forward soon to be 
able to recommend doing away with some of the latter, either in Scariff or Tomgraney, 
should cholera and dysentery which made such fearful ravages a short time back not 
succeed the fever. Sixteen deaths only have occurred during the current week. 

A change in the dietary of the workhouse, in which rye-bread will form a part, as much 
more economical but equally nourishing, has been determined upon by the Vice-Guar- 
dians. It has the approbation of the medical officers. 

I have proposed to the Vice-Guardians to appoint without delay some competent 
person to act as head overseer of pauper labour. An officer I found of great advantage 
in Listowel Union. 

I have to report that Mr. Lynch, the district inspector, visited the Union this day. 
He is made fully aware of the difficulties the involved state of the finances has created, 
which he will no doubt report upon to the Commissioners. In the report called for by 
the Commissioners in the circular, dated the 16th, No. 49 M. 49, I shall have again to 
observe upon the same subject. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) Thomas Spark, 

William Stanley, Esq. Temporary Poor Law Inspector. 

*fc. Sfc. 



Amount 

of 

Rates uncollected 

Sept. 29* 1841, 
of Rates made , 

Jan. 19, 1847. | 


Amo 

New Rate 
made during 
the 

Year ended 
Sept. 29, 
1848. 


Poundage 1 

of | Date 

such New Rates j of 

on the such New 

Old Valuation 1 Rates, 

of 44,960Z. 


Total Amount 

course of 
Collection 

during the Year 
Cols. 1 and 2. 


Amount 
collected 
from Sept. 29, 
1847, to 
Sept. 29, 
184S. 


Amount 

of 

Rate and Arrears 

declared 
Irrecoverable by 
Guardians. 


Col. 1 


2 


3 4 


5 


6 


* 


£. 


£. 


s. <1. 


£. 


£. 


£. 


2755 


16,777 


7 6 Dec. 3, 1847 


19,532 


14,589 j 


1,773 



Amount 

uncollected 

Sept 1 29, 
1848. 


Amount 

of 

New Rates 
made since 
Sept. 29, 
1848. 


Poundage 

of 

, such Rates 

on the 

] Revised Valuation i 
of 55,6532. 


Date 

of 

such New 
Rate. 


Total Amount 
of 

New Rates and 
rrears m course 

Collection since 
Sept. 29, 1848. 


Amount 

of 

Rate and 
Arrears 
collected to 
Jan. 13, 
1849. ! 


Amount 

uncollected 

Jan. 13, 1849. 


S 


9 


10 


11 


12 


13 


14 


£. 


£. 


*. d. 




£. 


£. 


£. 


3,170 


9,301 


3 4 


Oct. 1st, 14th, 
18th, & 26th, 
1848. 




6,605 | 


5,866* 



* Inclusive of sums declared irrecoverable, the particulars of which have not yet been furnished by the Clerk of the 
Union. 



The Commissioners to Sir Charles Trevelyan, dated January 30, 1849 
With reference to the Commissioners’ letter of the 23rd instant, respect- 
ing the financial condition of the Scariff Union, I am directed by the Commis- 
sioners for Administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor in Ireland, to forward 
to you, for the information of the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty's 
Treasury, the enclosed copy of a letter, which they have received from Mr. W. 
Digan, on the subject. 
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Enclosure. . . _ n . n 

C ,-ntt pmvn Killaloe, January 27, 1849. 

Allow me to call your immediate attention to the fearful condition of the Scanff 

^OnThursday last Mr. Rolcston, one of the Vice-Guaidians called on me to implore that 
1 would give them one week’s supply of Indian meal. I sent them about 400 1 worth . had 
1 not dole so the relief operations would have ceased, the Union become bankrupt, and 
SoTm'Per” ft to starve ; for, under Heaven, the Vice- Guardians had not the means 

of procuring even one pound of meal on credit. . . , , ,, Thev 

This is a deplorable state of things ; as a creditor and large rate-payer I feel it. Ihey 
cannot now get contractors, they are depending on me for future supplies : 1 will not 
nor cannot, giant them supplies unless I am guaranteed in the safety of the repayment 

° f Fol thTpresent, I have saved the Union from bankruptcy, and I now implore you 
Gentlemen' to take the case into your serious consideration; one day s delay would be 
dangerous. The lives of thousands, and the safety of person and property, are involved in 
the matter. Act promptly. Gentlemen, .or the time will have passed by. 

Waiting the result of which, 

° I am, &c., 

The Poor Law Commissioners, (Signed) Wipliam Digan. 

Dublin. 



SKIBBEREEN UNION. 



Skibbereen Union.' 



Mr. Marshall, Temporary Poor Law Inspector, to the Commissioners, 
dated November 18, 1848. 

I hate the honour to report, for the information of the Commissioners for 
Administering the Laws for the Relief of the Poor in Ireland, that, with reference- 
to the potato crop in this district, no change has taken place this week: there is 
no appearance of the disease increasing. 

The greater part of those planted by the poorer classes are now consumed, and 
the pressure upon the workhouse for relief under the Poor Law is much increased. 
There is still a considerable supply, but this is gradually becoming more confined 
to the better classes of farmers. No employment of any kind is to be had for the 
able-bodied labourers ; therefore I fear much destitution will prevail m theSkib- 
bereen Union this winter, and that extensive relief, both m-door and out-door, 
will be required to prevent scenes similar to those ol 1840 ana 1841. 



Mr. Marshall, Temporary Poor Law Inspector, to the Commissioners, 
dated November 25, 1848. 

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 21st 
instant, with reference to my report of the ISth, and requesting I would report 
upon the precise cause of the great destitution which I was of opinion is likely to 
prevail in the Skibbereen Union, and to explain why last year the destitution was 
not remarkable ; aDd also my observations as to the extent to which advantages 
may be anticipated from the cultivation of flax in this Union. . . 

I have tile honour to report, for the information of the Commissioners tor 
Administering the Law’s for Relief of the Poor in Ireland, that there was more 
employment for the able-bodid last winter : a few of the landed proprietors had 
borrowed money under the Land Improvement Act ; this year there is nothing ot 

The turnip crop was a most productive one, and many subsisted on those; but 
this year it has been almost a failure. 

The British Relief Association gave rations of bread to over 20,000 children 
daily at the schools in the Union, and many of their parents did not seek admis- 
sion to the workhouse: these children were struck off the out-door relief lists. 
At the time this relief commenced, the expense of out-door relief was so high 
as 240( per week— over 8000 were oil the lists— but was reduced to 1201 in De- 
cember last. Some Relief Committees had balances on hand m September last, 
and also private individuals had some funds remaining, which, with the valuable 
assistance given by the Society of Friends, went to relieve the poor, and thus 
reduce the pressure upon the workhouse and out-door relief. The Union has 
none of these advantages this year, all depending upon the rates. I he state oi 
the poor this winter may therefore be considered worse than last. 

With reference to the potato crop, all were most anxious to plant ^t. hem again 
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Skibbereen Union, this season, and even sold a part of their furniture, &c., to obtain the seed : they 
pledged their all on this unfortunate stake, and lost what they had. No doubt 
those who planted early have had a pretty fair return, but numbers of the poor 
could not effect this. 

The fisheries have been very unproductive this season ; and so many on the sea- 
coast in this Union being dependent upon this means of support, has also contri- 
buted to the general poverty of the people. 

They are, therefore, without the assistance afforded their children last year at 
the schools, without employment, and without food ; the only resource to them is 
the Poor Law, and hence arises the pressure upon the Union at present. 

No doubt when out-door relief was again increased, the admissions to the work- 
house also have been much increased, and from the numbers in the house a proper 
test cannot be adopted in the way of employment. 

Many now come in, expecting to be turned out and get out-door relief, but who 
would use more exertion for their own support outside if a proper test were em- 
ployed. The Guardians are about taking additional land, which will be a means of 
giving greater employment to the inmates. 

Several landlords have been obliged to evict tenants who have become paupers, 
or who, under the con-acre system, got into small holdings, and are now turned 
out, that the landlords may have it in their power to let their lands to those 
inclined and able to cultivate it. 

These are also thrown on the Poor Law. 

With reference to the advantages to be derived from the cultivation of flax in 
this Union, I have the honour to enclose, for the information of the Commissioners, 
the report of this Society, which I had just drawn up with a view to have printed 
and circulated throughout the district, as resolved at the meeting. 

Some time will elapse before a decided advantage is perceptible from the 
growth of flax ; but if we look to the north of Ireland, every inducement is held 
out to follow its example. In the first place, the farmer, if he grows this as an 
auxiliary to his other crops, will find it a great means of meeting his demands ; 
and in the preparation even for sale in the raw state, will afford considerable em- 
ployment. Now, when a scutch mill is erected, and the article can be prepared 
as it should, it will be found most profitable to the grower, and increase the culti- 
vation to a great extent ; and ultimately manufactories may be introduced, which, 
combined with an improved system of agriculture, will have the effect of improving 
thr condition of the people in the south and west of Ireland very considerably. 
With this view, and knowing the good effects produced in the north of Ireland, 
I advocated the cause here. 

From the sudden calamity by the failure of the potato crop, and the effects pro- 
duced by it, it will take time to recover from such an awful change ; but I have 
no doubt, by the united exertions of all classes, that the present difficulties will be 
overcome. 

I have much pleasure in stating that a very general feeling is evinced to acquire 
information and adopt better systems of cultivation. The Poor Law has met with 
a severe trial, as such a pressure upon it could not have been anticipated. How- 
ever, I am of opinion that it will be the most powerful engine to effect a change 
for the better, as the owners of the soil will be obliged td look to their own inte- 
rest, and combine for the improvement of the people. 

Changes may no doubt be necessary, but these will be made with a view to the 
general benefit of the country. 

I omitted stating that, in addition to the other resources of the Union last 
year, a very large quantity of fish (sprats) were taken on the coast, and upon 
which hundreds of the poor subsisted for several months. They have nothing of 
that kind this season. 

I must in conclusion say, however, that the Guardians and rate-payers are 
showing every disposition to meet the difficulties and relieve the poor effectually 
at present, as far as in their power ; and every exertion is about being made to 
obtain the services of an agricultural instructor for the Union, in order to pro- 
mote a better system of farming, and, with the united exertions of all classes, a 
reaction may take place in the Skibbereen Union, which alone can save it from 
utter ruin. 
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WESTPORT UNION. 

The Vice-Guardians to the Commissioners, dated November, 1848. 

We have at present in the workhouse and auxiliary 1750 individuals, and 
have placed on the out-door relief lists 275 persons, making a total of 3842 on 
out-door relief. 

The collectors have lodged to our credit this week 172Z. 19s. 7d., which is 
much below our present expenditure ; still, small as this is, we are satisfied that 
they are using every exertion ; and Mr. Louden, collector of No. 1 District, 
accompanied by Mr. Morony, R.M., and a police force, is endeavouring to enforce 
payment in the Electoral Division of Louisburgh. The other two collectors, of 
Nos. 2 and 3 Districts, are awaiting Mr. Morony’s return to have his attendance 
for a similar purpose in their districts. Sir Richard O’Donnell, we are sorry to 
inform you, is confined to his bed with an attack of small-pox, but he has in- 
formed us that he has taken steps in furtherance of his collection. 

We have received your letter, dated the 13th instant, referring to the Reports 
of the Medical Officer, of the mortality in the workhouse, amounting to 20 
in two weeks. We have consulted on the subject with Dr. Burke, and learn 
from him that 16 of these persons were children, the majority of whom had been 
recently admitted, some of them affected by disease, and others much reduced 
in strength by want of nourishing food and sufficient clothing : many of the 
applicants now coming forward are in this state, and too emaciated to be re- 
covered by medical treatment or nourishment. It is painful to contemplate the 
melancholy prospects of the approaching winter in this Union, which we fear will 
far exceed in destitution any that preceded it. 



Dr. Dempster, Temporary Poor Law Inspector to the Commissioners, 
dated November, 1848. 

I regret to say that the pressure for relief is very great, the applicants 
numerous, and most miserable-looking creatures. 

The resident magistrate, Mr. Morony, with the police, has been out with the 
rate-collectors for their protection ; but I fear very little rate has been collected, from 
the impoverished state of the rate-payers ; and I beg to state that every exertion 
on my part shall be made to get in the money. 

There were crowds of applicants at the police station of Cashel, in Achill : they 
certainly are in a most wretched state of poverty and distress — nothing to live 
upon except turnips, which are hardly the size of walnuts, and even of these the 
supply is nearly exhausted. I visited the divisions of Murrish and Louisburgh 
also last week, and there the population is equally destitute. 



The Vice-Guardians to the Commissioners, dated December, 184S. 

Notwithstanding the sanction given by your sealed order of the 22nd 
ultimo, we avoided as much as possible putting its provisions into operation, in 
consequence of the difficulties to be encountered in the collection of the rate, and 
being unwilling in the present state of our funds to encounter an increased outlay, 
which must add considerably to the debts already incurred. This embarrassing 
position has been produced by the great difficulty which the collectors have to 
encounter in the collection of the rates, and makes it impossible for us to afford 
adequate relief to meet the daily increasing destitution. With the view of making 
our situation generally known, we have thought it our duty to address a letter to 
the several clergymen of both denominations, a copy of which we enclose. We 
feel that we have taken a liberty in adopting this course without your sanction, 
but the urgency of our position in relation to the claims of the poor, and dis- 
charging our numerous engagements to contractors, who are becoming most 
importunate in their demands, will we hope warrant our taking this unusual 
step. 
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The Vice-Guardians to the Commissioners, dated December 16, 1848. 

We have the honour to submit for your information the following report. 
The number of applicants at the workhouse this week had so largely increased, 
amounting to 4212, that we were obliged to devote three successive days to their 
examination ; and after much difficulty selected what appeared to us, and by the 
reports of the relieving officers, the most urgent cases, amounting to 875 indi- 
viduals. We cancelled 12, which now makes a total on out-door relief of 7588. 
We admitted to the workhouse and auxiliary 122, and discharged from both 55. 

Before concluding this part of our subject, we think it our duty to apprise you 
of the growing destitution of the people of this Union; wherever we go, or to 
whatever point we turn our attention, the one glaring fact is apparent, viz., 
destitution of food, clothing, and fuel ; and we greatly fear that in these respects 
the misery of the poor will much exceed what was experienced last year. 



Observations of Mr. Bourke, Poor Law Inspector, on the foregoing, 
dated December 22, 1848. 

This gloomy picture of the condition of the poor in this Union is, I fear, 
not overcharged. 



The Vice-Guardians to the Commissioners, dated December 21, 1848. 

We have the honour to inform you that the number of applications for 
relief at the workhouse on Tuesday and Wednesday last was sensibly decreased, 
compared with the previous week, amounting to 2616 individuals ; of these we 
selected 171 for admission to the workhouse and auxiliary, having previously 
discharged 30, leaving as inmates of the two houses 1774. We admitted to out- 
door relief 688, and cancelled 33, which leaves a total of 7817 persons on the 
lists for out-door relief. While reporting on this point, we may observe that we 
fear this number is by no means commensurate with the destitute condition of 
the poor of this Union, but Ave have been compelled to reject many claims, which 
Avould have been otherwise recognized, in consequence of the very limited amount 
of our resources. 
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STATEMEN T 

COMPILED FROM RETURNS FURNISHED BY THE UNION CLERKS, SHOWING 
FOR EACH POOR LAW UNION IN IRELAND,— 



I. — The Average Numbers of Destitute Persons Relieved in the. Workhouse 
and out of the Workhouse during September, 1848. 

II. — The Expenses of the Month, distinguishing the Cost of In-Maintenance, of 
Out-Relief, and of all other Expenses. 

III. — The Progress of the Collection of Poor-Rate during the Month, compared 

with the Expenses o f the M onh. 

IV. — The Financial Condition at the close of the Month, the State of the 

Balance on the Treasurer’s Account, and the Amount of Liabilities to 
Contractors or others, exclusive of any Sum due to Her Majesty’s Go- 
vernment on account of Building Loans or other Advances. 

V. — A Comparative Summary of the Collection and Expenses of the Twelve 
Months, from 29th September, 1847, to September, 1848 



Iv 
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" Cavan. — Vice-Guardians appointed 8tli December, 1847. '■ Cootehill. — Vice-Guardiaus appointed 17th February, 1848. 

0 Enniskillen. — Vice-Guardians appointed 11th March, 1848. 

d Lowthebstown. — Elected Guardians at the close of March succeeded the Vice-Guardians, who were appointed 18th September, 1847. 
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611 




1,135 


1,181 




46 


1 


1 6 


! 15.749 


Gortin. 












2,406 


11,258 


7,664 


3,594 




3 0 


2 04 


j 75,389 


I Omagh. 




488 


2,015 






1,5J1 


8,719 


6,902 


1,817 




2 13 


1 83 


1 81,527 


| Strabane. 






•4H too 


3,793 


25,066 


21,036 


327,004 


295,182 


46,553 


14,731 


1 Ilf 


1 94 


3,297,551 


| Total Ulster. 


5,107 


S,13G 


30,289 


3,393 


j 20,749 


24,208 




L" 










3,297,551 


3 otal for August. 


PROVINCE OF MUNSTER. 






































3,558 




2S.6U 


32 -28! 




3,675 


5 71 


6 44 


101,28! 


| Ennis. 










8,25G 




1S.G9S 


25,921 




7,221 


5 6} 


7 83 




Ennistymon. 








925 


5,921 




12,43! 


21,992 




9.551 


4 23 






Kilrush. 




1,455 


1,287 




7,435 




14,590 


28,119 




13,529 


6 6* 






Scariff. 




























Co. Corh. 












1,268 


9,057 


12,42' 




3.36 


1 4 


1 10 


136,200 


Baudot!. 








53( 


5,955 




6,60! 


12,32 




5,71- 


3 2 


5 10? 
















2,121 


29,30 


32,198 




2,S9 


1 73 


I 1 i’i 








08 


180 






186 


6,509 


6,023 


48G 




2 111 


I 2 * 


43,S59 


Dunmauway. 










s ScAKtFF. — Vice-Guardians appointed 2Sth Octobe 


, 1S47. 




f Kiutusti. — Vice-Guardians appointed lltli March, ISIS, i 


h Bantkv. — \ 


ce-Guardiaus appointed 19th October, 1S47. 
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| PROVINCE OF MUNSTER — continued. 


Names of Ukiuics. 


Population 
according 
to the 
Census of 


Total 




Numbers relieved during 
September, 1848. 






Expenses of Belief during 
September, 1848. 




State of Collection during 
September, 1818. 


Work- 


Average 

Number 

of 

Inmates 
in the 
Work- 

during 

Month. 


Average 

Number 

Out-relief 

^the“ 


Average 
N umbei 

Month. 


Number f don oldie Cost of 
dur'ine rfeTp!!™' ,n 
September. 50.1s on the iMninte 


Cost 

of 

Ont- 

Relicf. 


Cost of 
Esta- 
blish- 

Ex- 

penses. 


Total 

pcnscs. 


Amount 
per pound 

September 

Valuation. 


Amount 
Poor Bate 
collected. 


Amount 
lodged 
with the 
Treasurer, 
including 

Poor Rate. 


Amount 

Treasurer. 


Amount 
of Rato 

- 

t the close 
Month. 


Col. X 


2 


3 


4 


5 


G 


3 


8 


9 


10 


11 


12 


13 


11 


15 


1G 




















£. 


£. 


c 






d. 


£. 


£. 


£. 


£. 




92,353 


1,750 


1,062 


1,917 


2,97! 




2 


4S-0 


332 


119 


379 


830 




I± 


539 


556 


1,992 








1,705 


1.495 


2,114 


3,60! 


4 




59-5 


374 


137 


40S 


919 


0 




1,308 


1,308 


2,111 






41,342 


1,350 


936 




936 


2 




37-3 


253 




124 


377 


0 


1+ 


269 


269 


345 






58,818 


1,080 


904 




90- 


1 




45-0 


284 




62 


346 


0 




1,048 


1,260 


265 




Mallow . . . 


63,282 


1,250 


672 




672 




1 


40-8 


198 




443 


641 


0 


1+ 


40 


11 






Midleton 




3,159 


1,417 






1 




51 -0 


472 




370 


842 


0 




596 


596 






Sktbbereeu . . 


104.50S 


2,180 


2,002 


347 


2,349 


2 


2 


49-0 


416 


44 


810 


1,276 


0 


2,300 


2,299 


2,173 














































1,140 


410 


89 


49! 




6 


62-7 


126 


13 


120 


259 


0 


2* 


506 


4S2 










400 


397 


4,92S 


5,325 


15 


0 




111 


55S 


110 


779 


0 


H 

s* 


792 


771 










880 


760 


4,254 


5,014 


14 


9 


62-7 


206 


457 


246 


909 


0 


680 


726 










1,750 


692 


2,449 


3,141 


5 


9 


45-3 


20S 


309 


301 


SIS 


0 


2} 


2,646 


2,746 










1,190 


1,108 


8,376 


9,484 


12-0 


59-2 


333 


974 


269 


1,576 




3J 


2,508 


2,465 






Tralee . . . 


56,151 


1,946 


1,386 


4,227 


5,613 


10 


0 


57-0 


413 


468 


241 


1,122 


0 




3,113 


3,235 










































13,889 






1,850 


1,508 


248 


1,756 




3 


56- S 


462 


18 


420 


900 


0 


Ji 


3,578 


3,724 








3,450 


2,856 


5,129 


7,985 


6 


0 


54-0 


930 


821 


1,827 


3,578 




626 


794 












1,119 


2,954 


4,07; 


6 


8 


76-3 


330 


347 


739 


1,416 


0 


3 


2,726 


2,535 






Rathkeale . . 


68,174 


1,724 


1,250 


5,349 


6,599 


9 


7 


63-3 


409 


667 


1,016 


2,092 


0 




4,427 


4,456 






Co. Tipperary. 


45,333 


1,300 


440 


454 


894 


2 


0 


28-0 


162 


62 


268 


492 


0 


4 


393 


428 


648 


8,111 










1.261 








47-0 


437 


172 


224 


833 


0 






.1,255 












721 


1,105 


1,826 


3 




54-6 - 




108 


185 


531 


0 




682 


683 


289 






39,993 


1.900 


1,151 


1,607 


2,758 


6 


9 


35-8 


403 


189 


339 


931 


0 


24 


1,143 


1,208 








89,874 


1,091 


.,485f 




4,712 


5 




53-7 


■f 66 1 


317 


285 


1,263 




2i 












63,016 


1,230 


900 


4,077 


5,037 


8 


J 


41-7 


348 


520 


348 


1,216 




2f 
















887 






10 




50-0 


276 


642 


473 


1,391 














Tipperary . 


79,516 


1,050 


1,085 


6,311 


7,396 


9 


3 


44-0 


377 


715 


640 


1,732 


0 


"* 


1,915 


1,940 






































90 


716 


544 






1,600 


1.014 


267 


1,281 




9 


47-S 


308 


23 


559 






2* 






38,617 


1,690 


976 


83 


1,05! 




7 


66 ‘7 


265 


7 


283 


555 


0 












Waterford 0 . 


84,360 


2,372 


1 , 321 f 


2,210 


3,531 


4 


2 


44-0 


f438 


219 


267 


954 


0 












Total Munster . 
Total for August 


2,435, 347,60 .598-44 , 835 
2,435,347 59 j 753 44,280 


107,950 

220,480 


15278f 

264760 


10 


3 

87 


50-2 

50-2 


13,794 

14,101 


12,238 

25,474 


16,618 

14,605 




42,650 

54,180 


0 31 


42,493 

38,684 


46,936 

42,235 


47,261 

49,143 


306,251 

223,437 



PROVINCE OF LEINSTER. 



Co. Carlow. 
Carlow . 


77,922 


2,100 


,303 


71 


1,374 


1-8 


31-7 


505 


4 


891 


,400 


0 


2 


1,841 


1,891 


2,0G4 


2,878 


Co. Dublin. 


28,116 


600 


287 


629 


916 


3-3 


12-0 


135 


82 


242 


459 


0 


lj 

1 


544 


557 


660 


1,937 




123,128 


,100 


2,396 


2,431 


1,827 


3-9 


20-0 


,031 


374 


311 


,716 


- 0 


785 




1,880 


8,651 




178,745 


2,535 


2,227 


4,048 


>,275 


3-5 


14-8 


840 


57S 


,529 


2,947 


0 


li 


3,192 




4,051 


21,937 


Kathdown . 


44,214 


726 


420 


334 


754 


1-7 


13-2 


200 


49 


322 


571 


0 


1,091 






2,940 


Co. Kihlare. 


47,912 


1,120 


560 


697 


1,257 


2-6 


34-0 


196 


205 


94 


495 


0 


H 


356 


365 


335 


1C, 186 




25,242 


400 


186 




186 


0-7 


15-7 


93 




108 


201 


0 


of 








1,317 


Naas 


52,228 


1,110 


664 


524 


1,188 


2-3 


24-7 


242 


73 


149 


464 


0 


Of 










Co. Kilkenny. 


38,524 


1,130 


554 


2,833 


3,3S7 


8-8 


48-7 


181 


319 


268 


768 


0 


2f 


1,712 


1,570 


351 


10,617 


Kilkenny 1, . . 


120,082 


1,900 


869 


2,731 


3,600 


3-0 


32-0 


321 


367 


925 


1,613 


0 


U 


3,386 




l,5a5 


24, 728 


King's Co. 


34,679 


840 


468 


809 


1.278 


3-7 


10-1 


169 


108 


60 


343 


0 


0* 


580 


580 


161 


1.659 




76,528 


1,700 


983 




983 


1-3 


35-7 






316 


655 


0 


If 










Tullamores . . 


53,905 


1,200 


944 


2,668 


3,612 


6-7 


35 -0 


376 


252 


964 
















Co. Longford, 


55,130 


8S0 


914 


3,213 


4,127 


Z£j 


29-0 


259 


427 


258 


944 


0 


2f 


126 


201 


261 


2,202 


Longford 1 • 


87,757 


1,480 


1,243 


6,377 


7,G20 


8-7 


37-7 


313 


617 


980 


1,910 




34 










Co. Louth. 




770 


f447 


932 


1,379 


3-0 


17 -7 


175 


112 


129 


416 


0 


! 


1,416 


1,416 


1,205 


1,622 




52,251 


910 


426 


453 


879 


1-7 


26-2 


154 


84 


CC 


304 




Of 










Dundalk 


65,509 


948 


495 


212 


707 


w 


13-5 


184 


18 


808 


1,010 


0 


2f 











“ Kantubk.— Vice-Guardians appointed 16th Nov., 1847. c Kenmake.— Vice-Guardians appointed 20th January, 1848. 

t> Caherciveen.— Vice-Guardians appointed 24th Dec., 1847. d Newcastle.— Vice-Guardians appointed 4th March, 1848. 

* The Union of Dingle was declared on the 22nd February 1848, being formed of Ten Electoral Divisions, previously belonging to Tralee Union. No 
workhouse accommodation had been provided, and no rate has been made in Dingle Union down to the close of May. 
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PROVINCE OF MUNSTER — continued. 



Difference between 



Summary of Collection aud Expenses daring the Twelve Months, from 



Financial Condition at the close 



'.September 29, 1847, to the close of September, 



Net Amount 
of Money in 
hands of the 
Treasurer 
remaining 
to credit of 
Unions after 
deducting 
tile Amount 
of Debts. 



Average 

per Pound 
of Collection 
during the 



Amount 
per Pound 
of Expenses 
during the 



Valuation 

of 

Bated 

Property 

September 29, 



Excess of 
Expenses 
overt if 
Collection 

Twelve 

Months. 



Bate 

Collected 






Excess 
I Collection 



Excess 



Names or Uxioxs. 



Expenses 



Collection 



Lodged 

Twelve 

Months. 



Months ■ 
an the entire 
Valuation. 



Months on 
Valuation. 



Collection. 



Co. Cork—cont. 
Fermoy. 
Kanturk. 
Kinsale. 

Mallow. 

Midleton. 

Skibbereen. 



122,740 

103.017 

98,364 



Co. Kerry. 
Calierciveen. 

Kenmare. 

Killarney. 

Listowel. 

Tralee. 



Co. Limerick. 
Kilmallock. 
Limerick. 
Newcastle. 
Rathkeale. 



Co. Tipperary. 
Carrick-on-Suir. 

Cashel. 

Clogheen. 

Clonmel. 

Roscrea. 

Thurles. 

Tipperary. 

Co. Waterford. 
Dungarvou. 
Lismore. 
■Waterford. 



Total Munster. 
Total for August. 



PROVINCE OF LEINSTER. 



Co. Carlow. 
Carlow. 



Co. Dublin. 
Balrotherv. 
Dublin, North. 
Dublin, South. 
Rathdown. 



Co. Kildare. 
Athy. 

Cel bridge. 
Naas. 



Co. Kilkenny. 
Callan. 
Kilkenny. 



King’s Co. 
F.denderrv. 

Tullamore. 



Co. Longford. 
Grauard. 
Longford. 

Co. Louth. 

Drogheda. 

Dundalk. 



Granard. — Vice-Guardians appointed 19th February, 
Longford. — Vice-Guardians appointed 21st March, 1! 



0 Waterford. — Vice-Guardians appointed 25th March, 1818. 

1 Kilkenny. — Vice-Guardians appointed 26th February, 1848. 
ft Tullamore. — Vice-Guardians appointed 9th February, 1S48. 
f Estimated. 









of the Month 1 




Agninst .j. 




Guardians. 


Guardians. 


19 


20 




£. 




2,098 


4,059 




224 




3,832 




4,476 




5,400 




477 




596 








183 




1,645 




143 




696 




2,150 


*267 


.1,512 




2,653 


456 


471 




708 




328 




364 




22 




186 




1,905 


’ioe 


208 




39,918 


4,382 


39,640 


3,206 
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PROVINCE OF LEIN STER — continued. 



to or Collection (luring 



Expenses of Relief during 
September, 1S4S. 



Numbers relieved during 



September, 



Number! 



Amount 
lodged 
with tlie 
Treasurer, 
including 



Amount 
per ponud 

Expenses 

September 



Average 

INumlter 



Proportion 



Cost of 



Amount 
of Unto 
rent t ulng 



Average 

Number 



according Work- 



Amount 

disbursed 

Treasurer. 



I nutated 

in tile ! 
Work- 



NiWES OF Unions. 



Ceusus of 



Poor Rato 
collected. 






Month. 



Recoipts 
Poor Rate. 



peases. 



| Mouth. 






Valuation. 






Co. Meath. 
Dunshaughlin 
Kells . . 

Navan . . 

Oldcastle . 
Trim" . . 



Queen's Co. 
Abbeyleix . 
Moun tmelick 



Co. Westmeath. 
Athlone b . . 
Mullingar 0 . 

Co. Wexford. 
Enniscorthy . 
Gorey . . . 
New Ross d . 
Wexford j . . 



Co. Wicklow. 



Ratlidrum 

Shillelagh 



9 , 43S| 6,170115,081 30,6891 
10,693 10, 217114, 067134, 977 



,006, 03641, 637126, 316 
,006,036 42,11 3[2S, 367 



4S.9S3 |/5,299 
75,937 104304 



Total Leinster 
Total for.Augr 



PROVINCE OF CONNAUGHT. 



Co. Galway. 
Jlallinasloe . 
Clifdei." . 
Gal way f 
Gorts . . 

Loughrea h . 
Tuam 1 . 



I Co. Leitrim. 
Currick-on-Shan- 



Manorhamiltou 
Moliill 1 . . 



Co. Mayo. 
Railing 111 
Ballinrobe" . 
Castlebar 0 . 
Swineford . 
Westport! 1 . 



Co. Jloscommon. 
Boylel . . . 

Castlerea' . 
Roscommon s . . 



14,54810,101 31,871 



I47924j 

250921 



■24, 88230, 977:116.947 
i 23, 842 27,558223,363 



Total Connaught 
Total for August 



,370.753 

,370,753 



9,537:43,794 



SUMMARY. 



15-8 7,573 1,015 15,75824,346 0 If 
50-2 13,794 12,238 16,618:42,650 0 2j 

27-9 9,438 6, 170,15, 081 30,689 0 l| 
62-4 7,222 14, 548 1 0 , 101 31, 87 1 0 5j 



Ulster . . . 2,362,132 42,682 24, 8S9 11,890 36,779 1-5 

Munster . . 2,435,347 60, 59S 44,835 107,950 152785 6-3 

Leinster . . 2,006,036 41,637 26,316 48,983 75,299 3-7 

Connaught . [1,370,753 24, 882 30, 977| 116, 947 147924 10-8 

Total September's, 174,268 169799:127017285,770 112787. 5-0 

Tolal August . 8,174,268 168290 128367:555,350 683717 8-36 



38 , 027 33 , 97 1 457558 1 29556 0 2J 

40 3R7 66 . 672 45 .5131 52552 0 24 



40, ’307 60,67245,513 152552 0 



Gort. — Vice-Guardians appointed 24th February, 1848. 



-Vice-Guardians appointed 10th January, 1848. 

■IK. — Vico Guardians appointed 22nd January, 1848. 
:gar. — Vice-Guardiatis appointed 6th May, 1848. 
oss. — Vice-Guardians appointed 21st March, 1 848. 
g. — Vice-Guardians appointed 7th February, 1848. 
y. — Vice-Guardians appointed 3rd January, 1848. 



LoucmtuA. — Vice-Guardians appointed 16th February, 1S48. 

Tuam. — V ice-Guardians appointed 18th February, 1848. 
Carrick-on-Shannon. — Vice-Guardians appointed 20th January, 1818. 
M 01111 .L. — Vice-Guardians appointed 10th December, 1847. 

* Estimated. 
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PROVINCE OF LEIN STER — continued. 



Difference 1« tween 

.'r C Sotu!. less. 



Summary of Collection and Expenses during the Twelve Months, from 
September 20, 1847. to the close of September, 1848. 



Financial Condition at the close 



. of Septembe 



Net 

of Debts, 
deductin',' 

Balance 



Excess of Amount 

Expenses per Found 
over of Collection 
Collection during tire 
for the Twelve 

Months, on the entire 
Valuation. 



Balance at foot of 
the Treasurer's 
Account at the close 
of the Month. 



Valuation 



Rato 

Collected- 



Names of Unions. 



Excess 

of 

Collection 






Expenses 

Months. 



remaining 
to credit of 
Unions after 
deducting 

of Debts 



I Rated | 
Property 

September 29, 



Collection 



Expenses 

Collection. 



Twelve 
M ontlis on 
the entire 
Valuation. 



In favour 



Treasurer’s 



“the 

< Huudiuu. 



Guardians. 



Co. Mouth. 
Dunshaughfin. 
Kells. 

Navan. 

Oldcaslle. 

Trim. 



7,791 

11,621 

9,343 

18,062 

9,730 



Queen's Co. 
Abbevleix. 
Mountmelick. 



Co. Westmeath. 
Athlone. 
Mullingar. 

Co. Wexford. 

Enniscortby. 

Gorey. 

New Ross. 
Wexford. 



Co. Wiclilow. 
Baltinglass. 
Uathdrum. 
Shillelagh. 

Total Leinster. 
Total for August. 



PROVINCE OF CONNAUGHT. 



Co. Galway. 
Baliinasloe. 
Clifden. 
Galway. 

Gort. 

Louglirea. 

Tuam. 



19,160 

2,529 

7,457 



Co. Leitrim. 

1 Carrick-ou-Shaii- 



Mauorhamilton. 

Mohill. 



Co. Maya 
Ballina. 
Ballinrobe. 
Castlebar. 
Swiuefortl. 
VYestiiort. 



Co. Iioscommon. 
Boyle. 



Co. Sligo. 
Sligo. 

Total Connaught. 
Total for August. 



4,061 



SUMMARY. 



Muxster. 

Leinster. 

Connaught. 



Total September 
Total August. I 



13 , 294,303 

13 , 294,303 



54,320 1 , 61 9,646 1 , 855,889 125 ,591 
57,677 .. .. .. 
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COMPARATIVE STATEMENT of the Liabilities of the Unions on September 29, 1847, and 
September 29, 1848. 



29 Sept. 29 Sept. 



I. Tlie total Debts of all Unions to Contractors, Treasurers, or others (exclusive of all Loans obtained fro 
ment. or from Private Parties simply for Building purposes'), amounted to ... 

From which amount deducting the money in the Treasurers’ hands, viz. . . . . . 

The net amount of Debts, over and above the money in hands, would be . . . . 

II. The number of Unions in which the Debts exceeded the amount of money in the Treasurers’ hands 

The Debts of those Unions amounted to 

And the money in their Treasurers' hands, amounted to 

Deducting which amount, the net amount of Debts, over and above the money in hands, would be 

III. The number of Unions in which the money in the Treasurers' hands exceeded the Debts, was 

The money in the hands of the Treasurers of those Unions amounted to . • . . « 

And the Debts amounted to 

Deducting which there would remain a net balance to their credit, amounting to . . . 



Govern- J £325iG7 4 
. 111,721 

. . £213,953 

is . 86 

. £296,515 
. . 28,242 

. £26S,273 
45 

. . £83,479 

. . 29,159 

. . £54,320 



Note. — T he Debts due to Government or the British Association, on account of Loans, are excluded from this Statement. 



COMPARATIVE STATEMENT of Collection and Expenses for the Twelve Months, from September 30, 
1847, to September 29, 1848, inclusive; showing the Amount advanced by the British Association in 
aid of the Poor Rates on the recommendation of the Poor Law Commissioners ( exclusive of the Expen- 
diture of the Association in providing Food and Clothing for Children in the Public Schools), together 
with the Advances made by Her Majesty’s Government. 



Moutli. 


Expenses for 
support of the Poor 
Establishment. 


For repayment of 
Advances under the 
Temporary Belief 
Act, 10 Vic., c. 7. 


Total Expenses. 


Amount of Rate 
collected. 


Net Excess of 
Collection. 


Net Excess of 
Expenses. 


Amount advanced by 
the British Association 
Government. 






■C 


£. 


£. 


£. 


£. 


£. 




75,961 




75,961 


121,255 


45,294 




300 






545 


92,448 


151,684 






450 






3,144 


128,914 


16S,850 


39,936 




1,300 


1818 — January 




1,000 


157,015 


194,054 


37,839 




2,600 




1,200 


172,665 


187,064 


14,399 




11,251 






5,663 


192, 8S5 


138,449 




54,436 


16,730 


„ April . . . 






176,279 


111,981 




64,298 


22,999 


169,720 




169.720 


114,518 




55.202 


30,715 






421 


195,051 


121,571 




73,480 


39,155 


;; Li, . : . 




727 


199,931 


95,452 




104,479 


54,618 








159,715 


102,107 




57,638 


37,649 


„ September . 


115,122 


20,153 


135,275 


120,715 




14,560 


23,910 


Total, 12 Mouths . 


*1,823,036 


32,853 


*1,855,889 


fl, 627, 700 


195,904 
or £228,189 


424,093 
net excess of 


l 24 1,677 



STATEMENT showing the Amount of Poor Rate Collected during each Month since the commencement 
of the Financial Year ended 29th September, 1846; also the Amount Uncollected, and the state of the 
Balances at foot of the Treasurers’ Accounts at the close of each Month. 





Amount 


1 Rate collec 
each Momh 


ted during 


11 


t of Rate remaining 
at close of the Month. 


certain Uni 


hands of!' 
ns at close o 


easurers of 
the Month. 


Amount due to Treasure 
ing Unions at close of 


s of remain- 
te Mouth. 


‘ Month. 


v „„ 


v„„„ 














Year ended 














23th Sept., 


29th Sept., i 29th Sept.. 


29th Sept., 


29th Sept., 


29th Sept., 


29th Sept., 


29th Sept., 


29th Sept., 




181n. 


1817. 


1818. 


1810. 


18,,. ; IMS. 


1816. 


181.. 


1618. 


Iblb. 


1847. 


1818. 




■P. 


' £. 




£. 


£. 1 £. 


£. 


£. 


£. 


£. 


£. 


£. 








121,255 


174,298 


225,815 | 861,049 


24,840 


32,114 


64,444 


10,145 


11,089 


28,782 








151,68s 


183,392 


244,050 | 859,718 


32,087 


34,393 


105,893 


8,079 


14,746 


16,879 








168, SSC 


193,380 


243,384 890,039 


37,300 


35,358 


145,706 


9,495 


19,452 


8,788 






52,439 


194,05s 


219,052 


250,953 | 788,511 


41,362 


33,274 


177,228 


7,358 


23,565 


4,395 








187,06s 


206,664 


279,140 i 653,856 


54,314 


30,3S3 


208,545 


5,294 


28,312 


3,728 




38,909 


52,561 


138,44' 


174,734 


265,149 661,855 


57,129 


26,493 


180,409 


5,014 


31,112 


5,261 






63,110 


111,981 


173,956 


349,773 610,095 


55,986 


21,611 


162,823 


6,5S0 


32,278 


8,463 




31,230 


64,SG5 


114,518 


163,508 


408,223 655,926 


57,655 


15,424 


157,147 


0,152 


30,526 


8,798 






59,436 


121,571 


150,201 


463,730 | 605,548 


56,425 


14,404 


151,889 


0,649 


31,897 


9,121 












594,120 606,35] 


47,801 


18,726 


117,033 


7,368 


34,860 






17,173 


53,389 


102,107 


135,233 


690,103 617,816 


44,350 


25,210 


109,417 


8, 165 


35,507 


17,181 


September 


21,510 


73,358 


120,715 


155,718 


816,452 i 794,116 


39,913 


39,966 


111,721 


8,071 


29,841 


16,383 


Total . 


371,846 


638,403 


1 1,627,700 












.. | .. 



* A sum of £5,457 is included in the ordinary expenses of the year for “ Repayment of the Workhouse Building Loans.” The expenses of (he 
12 months are taken from revised returns received from the Clerks of Unions — and a sum of £3,736 assigned to no particular month has been equally 
divided over the 12 months. 

f A difference appears between the total Collection of the year and the Amount of the Lodgments, amounting to £8,054. 

J The Unions to which the Advances were made to the close of September, by the British Association, or by the Government, and the Amounts, are 
subjoined, the Amounts being taken from the Returns furnished weekly, showing the Amount of Advances: — 



Ulster. 1 


1 


Munster. 




Leinster. 1 




Connaught. 






Glenties . 


£ 300 
5,207 


Bantry . £3,400 Nenagh . 
| Cahirciveeu 3,191 Scariff 
Dingle . 2,400 Waterford 

| Ennistymon 1,000 


£ 500 
13,580 
15 


Athlone . £507 
New Ros3 500 j 


Ballina . £36,260 
Baffin robe 29,709 
Boyle . 1,100 

Carrick-on- 
Shannon 10 284 


Castlcrea 
Clifden 
Galway 
Gort . . 

Mohill . . 

Roscommon 


£ 8,450 j 
, 17,666 ; 
. 23,993: 
3,200 
, 7,100 

i 5,020 : 


Sligo . 
Swiucford 

Westport 


.£ 4,829 
. 3,190 
. 5,300 
. 21,020 


Total 


£5,507 


| Kilrush 


. 6/780J Total £36,352 | 


Total £1,007 | 


Castlebar 21,690 


Total £198,811 
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PAPERS 



RELATING TO THE 

AID AFFORDED TO THE DISTRESSED UNIONS 

IN THE 

WEST OF IRELAND. 



BALLINA UNION. mm-. 

The Commissioners to Mr. Lewis, dated February 2, 1849. 

I am directed by the Commissioners for administering the Laws for 
Relief of the Poor in Ireland, to transmit herewith, for the information of 
Secretary Sir George Grey, a copy of a Report dated the 22nd ultimo, which 

they have received respecting the state of Ballina Union, from Captain _ — - 

Hamilton the resident Inspector, and likewise a copy of a Report on the 
same subject, dated the 31st ultimo, which they have received from Mr. 

Richard Bourke, the Inspector of the district in which Ballina Union is 
situated. 

The main object which the Commissioners have in view in transmitting 
these Reports, is respectfully to request instructions as to whether they should 
cause the Vice-Guardians to make a new rate in Ballina Union at the present 
time. 

Captain Hamilton has been Inspector of Ballina Union since October, 1847, 
and the Commissioners believe, that both his Report and that of Mr. Bourke, 
may be relied upon, as showing accurately the state to which that Union has, 
by a concurrence of circumstances, been reduced. The Commissioners refer 
therefore to those Reports for the facts, in regard to which the propriety of 
now making a new rate must be decided. 

The Commissioners are of opinion, that the tendency of making a new rate 
in the Union, at the present time, would be to add to its present embarrass- 
ments, and to increase the number of paupers who are likely to be a burden on 
the poor rates after next harvest, and the Commissioners think that it would be 
on the whole preferable to request the Vice-Guardians to make up the rate- 
books for a new rate forthwith, but to permit them to defer signing the 
rate-books, or putting the rate in course of collection, until May next, as is 
suggested by Mr. Bourke. 

Still as this course would involve the dependence of this Union exclusively 
on Government funds for the relief of its destitution until next May, the Com- 
missioners are desirous of receiving instructions on the subject, and they will 
not fail to adopt any course which Sir George Grey, after consideration of the 
two accompanying Reports, may recommend. 

Enclosures. 

® IR > Ballina , January 22, 1849. 

I have tlie honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 16th instant, in 
which you request me to transmit a detailed report on the present condition of Ballina Union, 
and on its prospects between the present time and next harvest. 

A return which I append (A) shows the number of persons actually receiving relief at. the Number of persons 
present time m my district, specifying the numbers in and out of the workhouse, and distin- now receiving in 
guishing able-bodied men from other classes. You will observe that about one-sixth of the and o»t relief. 
population according to the census of 1841 are now in receipt of relief. 

A 2 
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Ballina Union. 

Number of persons 
likely to require 
relief before next 
harvest. 

Financial state and 
prospects of the 
Union. 



Precise causes oi 
the existing desti- 
tution. 



PAPERS RELATING to the AID AFFORDED to the 

The number of persons 

about 14,000 dependents. I do not 
rhinit » “d be safl t„ reckon upon any lesser number, The sticking of another rate would, 
of course, have an indirect effect upon the above calculations 

With resnect to the financial state of the Union, I cannot hold out any Hope to tne com 
With respect to me muuiuai si muc h attention to the subject,, 

m ss oners of an early improvement, i have latteiiy gisen mu striking of 

owing to the necessity which exists for taking early measure to iff. the « 

another rate The increasing destitution and decreasing weekly receipts horn the rate now 

imperatively call for some speedy provision being made to provide for the 

as practicable without putting the Union to useless expense. 

T believe that with one or two exceptions, non-payment of the lates now aue “"V ™ 

™re b fomtlyoeeupSd and SiS' 'which have now more appOTh^ of hav.^ been 

- SSt SrSToESKHi# Gardiner, ^and Mr^Symes, agent to the Eart of 
Arratij^on ^ e igjg (4)°^l^twitl^m™dfng\be stal^of^affairsl 

Sle p ” r " ou,d 

ha ?hTa“ d ro , °e e Se required in each electoral division for the year ended 29th September last 
that a larg g ded 29th December last having considerably exceeded that 

in mrnm=mi 

siiiiSE 

“Cte’ mS? r oS'X V9 ^°™^ >° UgS the mSly rotten social state of this 
mo™ mg U e C s‘were P almost unknown. However, employment was then rnerely an aujdLujr, 

KiaattS£S2S^i&£sS3s}2 
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DISTRESSED UNIONS in the WEST of IRELAND. 5 

the same quantity of work unless closely watched, that is to say, as little as possible ; others Balli na U nion, 
assert on the contrary, that it is more economical to employ one man at Is. than three men at 
Ad. each. 

The labouring classes, although many instances may be shown to the contrary, are how- 
ever generally very lazily inclined, and have no idea of doing anything for themselves. Hence 
the difficulty of in any way bettering their condition. 

I am of opinion that the stock of potatoes still remaining is large compared to this time last State of the stock 
year, and generally sound, although of very inferior size and quality ; in fact they never arrived of potatoes in the- 
at maturity. The supply is principally in the hands of the better class of farmers, at prices ^strict, 
varying from 3/. to 4 l. per ton. 

I believe it is no exaggeration to say that the few of the poorer classes who have contrived 
to evade bailiff and relieving officer, and to save and conceal potatoes for seed, would as soon 
part with their lives as consume them ; there is every probability, as far as seed is concerned, 
that potatoes will be planted this year to as great an extent, if not greater, than last year, unless 
emigration should interfere. If the potatoes succeed, the principal effect will be to raise the 
price of land. 

The kind of food most commonly in use among the peasantry in this portion of the Union Description of food 
is a mixture of Indian or barley meal with turnips, the latter (turnips) frequently of the most now commonly in 
watery and worst description. . peasantry. 

Turnips are now becoming scarce ; it is probable that by the end of this month the Society 
of Friends will have disposed of their stock. 

The people in portions of this Union were formerly very well supplied with fish. It will be 
seen by a Return (F) which Lieut. Henri, R.N., Inspecting Commander of Coast Guard, has 
given to me, that tne number of registered boats and men in his district, which comprises over 
20 miles of coast, has considerably declined. I have recently seen remarks in the papers, 
especially the “ Dublin Evening Mail,” as to the difficulty “ of getting the fishermen off the 
relief lists ;” as far as this Union is concerned there may have been a difficulty in getting them 
off, but only because they never were on. 

There has been no opposition to the payment, of poor-rates in this portion of the Union. No opposition ^to 
The rate collectors have not required the protection of either the military or the civil power. poor’s-rate 1 ! 01 

In conclusion, I may state that up to the present the rates have been comparatively light in 
this Union ; but they have been as heavy as could have been borne. As I before said, I am 
surprised that they have been paid so well, considering the state of the Lnion, a. state which I 
do believe requires to be seen to be believed ; at all events I have seen nothing to equal it, 
although I have no doubt that there are some of the neighbouring Unions just as bad. I do 
not attribute the present insolvent state of the ratepayers to the amount of rates which they 
have been called upon to pay ; neither do l attribute the present deplorable condition of the 
recipients of relief to the potato failure of last year. The rate-payers will no doubt be benefited ; 
but I do not. believe that an improved condition of the majority of the recipients of relief is at 
all contingent upon the success of the potato, or any other description of crop. What the 
latter classes require is the circulating medium, without which they cannot honestly profit by 
an abundance of food at any price. If the labourers were inclined to work hard, and employers 
were inclined and able to encourage them by paying fair wages, there is more than an 
abundance of profitable labour for every labourer in the Union, and the rates might be con- 
siderably reduced. At present the labourers are badly able to work; they have suffered so 
many hardships in various ways, that a robust liealthy-looking man is rarely to be met with. 

Most of the landlords cannot afford to pay for work; those who can, are in dread of the 
undefined prospect of rates, and, with two or three exceptions, are doing as little as they 
possibly can. Whether the future success of the potato crop would enable and induce the 
landlords to pay fair wages for fair work is, I think, very doubtful. It appears to me more 
likely the tendency would be rather to return to the old state of affairs, notwithstanding the 
bitter experience of the last three years. I can, therefore, see no other remedy for the present 
and probable state of the Union but a great change and importation of proprietors; and I 
think that moderate rates for a time will effect this sooner than rates which cannot be paid, 
and which would effectually prevent any person worth having from settling or investing capital 
in the Union. 

If, notwithstanding what I have stated, the Commissioners should be of opinion that a rate 
should be struck forthwith, I have only to add that the Commissioners may reckon upon the 
fullest co-operation on my part, and that of the Vice-Guardians and collectors in carrying 
their directions into effect. 

I have, &c., 

(Signed) W. J. Hamilton, 

W. Stanley, Esq., Temporary Poor Law Inspector. 

S,-c. Sfc. 

Evidence of Colonel Arthur Knox Gore. 

Colonel Arthur Knox Gore being duly sworn and examined, states : — “ I am Lieutenant of 
the County Sligo, and magistrate of Mayo, am possessed of considerable property in the 
Ballina Union, reside constantly at Belleck Manor, (never having been absent one year at a 
time.) I employed before the famine of 1846 near 100 men a-day, paid in money wages 
every week. I have contrived to do so ever since, having reduced my expenditure in other 
ways to enable me to do so. I did not. lose by small tenants 10 per cent, of rent previous to 
1846. I have lost near one-third of my small tenants since 1846 ; most, of them emigrated 
to America, or have become labourers with cottages and gardens. 

A 3 
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PAPERS RELATING to the AID AFFORDED to the 



Rallina Union. “ One-third of my property is unproductive at present, but T am bringing in about 150 
Irish acres this year. 

“ The unproductive part is pretty equally divided between deserted lands and those held by 
tenants who will not or cannot pay rent. 

“I have been obliged t.o submit to. a temporary abatement of one-half in the years 1846, 
1847, and 1848, and am now agreeing to a permanent abatement of about one-third, or even 
more, to those tenants, who seem inclined to remain, or to be industrious. I cannot calculate on 
more than half my former income, and that is required to pay rates, cess, rent, interest of 
family charges. I look entirely to the improvement, on the waste lands to give me enough to 
feed and clothe my family, for as to carriages, wine, and other luxuries, I have long since given 
them up, and my establishment is now like a mere rent, -paying farmer, struggling to pay by 
exertion of skill and industry a high rent, which the rates and county cess are on waste 
lands. 

“ I have taken 25007. under the Land Improvement Act, and am employing from 100 to 
200 men and women in carrying out improvements under this law. 

“ I have paid over 15007. rates since 1846, and owe none, having always made it apoint to 
pay my rates the moment I got the means. I think three- four ths of the electoral divisions of 
Ballina and Ballisokeery are waste, and till a change in the Poor Law takes place, by which 
the rating will be by properties, and not by electoral divisions, I think it will continue so, as no 
co-operation cau be obtained. I am now engagedin preparing for a turnip crop, 100 Irish acres 
of land of a good description, (not more than 20 acres of it requiring draining and 6 subsoiling 
and removing stones,) and taking the expense of manure, (6 cwt. of Peruvian guano per acre,) 
it will take 8007. to cultivate the crop to maturity. 

I stated before, and now repeat, that till the landlords are compelled either to employ or pay 
for the support of the able-bodied on their properties, I think as a class they will not cultivate 
their waste lands, and I think a vast number of small tenants who sowed potatoes last year 
will either emigrate to America, or be unable, from want of means, to sow. 

There is quite enough of land in this district to employ all the able-bodied, without taking 
into account bogs and mountain, the improvement of which (with very few exceptions) I believe 
to be a ruinous speculation. 

Sworn before me, this 22nd J anuary, 1849. 

(Signed) W. J. Hamilton, 

Temporary Poor Lazo Inspector. 

Major John Gardiner sworn and examined. 

Is possessed of a large property in the Ballina Union, the rents upon which were very well 
paid by a comfortable class of tenants previous to the winter of 1846. 

The arrears and losses at that, period were very trifling. Since 1846 has lost nearly seven- 
eighths of his tenants, principally by emigration. Has about 1200 acres, which were formerly 
occupied and cultivated, now unproductive ; the greater part has been so since the commence- 
ment of the famine. A great many of the remaining one-eighth of the tenants now in possession 
have not paid any rent. Previous to the desertion and emigration of his tenants, he offered 
them, in many instances, a receipt in full for a year’s rent if they woidd pay a half-year’s rent, 
and to make an abatement the following year of one-quarter of their rents. Out of 29007. due 
by his tenants, has only received 8007. ; cannot reckon upon receiving 5007. annually as matters 
are at present. Has paid about 3607. poor-rates during the last two years, and a very large 
sum for rent-charge and county cess upon the waste and unproductive holdings alluded to. Has 
applied for money under the Land Improvement Act, and has given as large an amount of 
employment as his private funds would admit of. During 1847 and 1848, cultivated 2 75 acres 
of land, which was thrown upon his hands, and lost 2007. by the transaction. Has now been 
obliged to borrow money upon a life insurance, for which he has paid 1327. annually for 21 
years, in order to pay his present poor-rate. 

Sworn before me, this 22nd January, 1849. 

(Signed) W. J. Hamilton, 

Temporary Poor Law Inspector. 

Evidence of William Orme, Esq,, of Owenmore. 

William Orme, Esq., of Owenmore, duly sworn and examined, saith — "That he is possessed 
of property in the barony of Tyravvly, which before the failure of the potato crop was exceed- 
ingly well paid; that at the commencement of the year 1847, the tenants residing thereon, 
were for the most part, seized with panic, and the most solvent emigrated to America, and con- 
sequently the land they held has since been unproductive; that from this cause, as well as from 
the loss of the potato, two thirds of said property has been since unproductive ; that for the 
last two years an abatement has been given (to the few tenants who still occupy) amounting to 
25 per cent. ; that the income thus reduced, is little more than half paid ; that he has taken a 
sum of 20 007. under the Land Improvement Act, from which, and from his own means, he has 
employed about 100 men daily, the number at present is 150 daily; that he has paid 4207. 
poor rates since July 1847 ; that he supposes one-half of the land in the electoral division of 
Kilfian, is unproductive; and that from the impoverished condition of the mass of the people, 
he can form no idea of the time when it can be made again fit to supply food for them. 

That he considers from the above cause, that the quantity of land last year under cultivation, 
will this year be considerably reduced ; that he considers all the arable land in this district, 
capable of improvement by draining, fencing, removing rocks, &c. ; and that if operations of 
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DISTRESSED UNIONS in the WEST of IRELAND. 

this nature were put in progress by proprietors in general, there would be ample employment 
found for the able-bodied poor of the district; that he is perfectly well aware that bad as the 
state of his property is, there are others much worse, and that in consequence there are several 
proprietors unable to leave their houses in consequence of executions against their persons. 

Sworn before me this 22nd January, 1849. 

(Signed) W. J. Hamilton, 

Temporary Poor Law Inspector. 

Evidence of John Symes, Agent to the Earl of Arran. 

John Symes Esq., being duly sworn and examined, states — “ Is agent to the Earl of Arran, 
who possesses considerable'’ property in the barony of Tyrawley, Union of Ballina ; the rents 
upon the property were well paid, up to May 1845, the arrears were very trifling. The lands 
are let in some instances under the Ordnance valuation, and generally speaking low. His Lord- 
ship made abatements of one fifth to his tenants, and succeeded in keeping the greater part of 
them. Many of them, however, have not paid even half of their rents; there are about 400 
acres now unoccupied and unproductive. The offers made for vacant farms, have been 35 per 
cent, under the Ordnance valuation. Does not expect to receive two-thirds of the rental this 
year, exclusive of waste lands: has paid 875 1. poor rates since July, 1847, in the Ballina 
Union. 

Sworn before me this 22nd January, 1849. 

(Sigued) VV. J. Hamilton, 

Temporary Poor Law Inspector. 



(A.) 



Ballina Union (exclusive of Emus).— RETURN showing the Number of Persons 
relieved in and out of the Workhouse during the Week ended January 19, 1849. 



Names of 

Electoral Divisions. 


Population 
in 1841. 


Number of Persons relieved during the Week ended 
January 19, 1849. 


Total. 


In-door. 


Out- door. 








Other 


Able-bodied 


Other 








Men. 


Classes. 


Men. 


Classes. 






12,176 


56 


234 


107 


2,263 


2,660 




7,407 


22 


96 


33 








6,551 


15 


87 








Attymass .... 


3,435 

4,15S 


1 

4 


24 

52 


16 

27 


413 

566 


454 

649 




4,041 


5 


52 










6,349 


20 


117 




294 




Kilglass .... 


4,941 


15 


41 








3,S30 


13 


86 


i 

16 

36 


332 


432 


Ballysokeery . 


6,034 

6,208 


16 

35 


147 

17S 


1,222 


1,471 




7,697 


44 


154 


52 


1,008 


1,258 


Ballycastle 


4,S19 

8,147 


28 

35 


164 

255 


23 

27 


1,168 


1,4S5 


Crossmolina . 


12,221 


44 


285 


164 


2,150 




Total . . . 


98,014 


353 


1,972 


572 


13,665 


16,562 



—There 
Union and Erris District 



are 39 able-bodied men, with 246 other classes, total 28 , chargeable to 
not included in . the annexed numbers. 



(B.) 

Ballina Union A RETURN showing the Amount of Rate struck on the above Union, 
on the 20th, 21st, and 28th September, 1S48, together with the Arrears ; also the Amount 
of Rate collected up to the 22nd January, 1S49, inclusive. 

Total 

to be collected. 

£. s. d. £. s. d. 

Amount of Current Rate 14,190 5 3£ 

Arrears put into this Rate 1,810 10 5£ 

16,000 15 8$ 

Amount collected up to 22nd January, 1849 . • . 10,624 14 14 

Remaining uncollected 5,376 17i 

January 22, 1849. P. McNulty, Clerk of the Union. 
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Ballina Union. 



Ballina Union.— RETURN showing the Weekly Lodgments of Poor Rate in the above 
Union since the striking of the Rate now in course of Colleclion. 





Week ended 


Amount of 
Rate lodged with 
the Treasurer. 


Week ended 


Amount of 
Rate lodged with 
the Treasurer. 








£. S. d. 




£. s. d. 








148 5 6 


December 4, 1848 


535 10 0 








56S 0 0 


,, 11 >. 


350 0 0 








S60 0 0 


, , IS , , 


280 0 0 








1,110 15 4 


, , 25 , , 


302 0 0 








1,278 0 0 


January 1, 1849 


476 0 0 








1,348 19 10 


,, 8 , , 










1,559 10 0 


,, 15 ,, 


304 0 0 






,, 27 ,, 


946 10 0 


22 , 


249 0 0 










Total . . 


10,595 10 8 





January 22, 1849. P. McNulty, Clerk of the Union. 



m . , 0 . 

Ballina Union. — RETURN of Proprietors whose Properties are under Receivei 
of the Erris District. 



1. Captain Ormsby. 

2. Robert Hillars. 

3. Minor Ormsby. 

4. Mervyn Pratt. 

5. H. W. Knox (part of). 

6. Minor Pugh. 

1 . Minor Joynt. 



8. Captain Atkinson (in gaol). 

9. James Anderson (in gaol). 

10. Mrs. Bewrey. 

11. Thadeus O’Dowda. 

12. Francis Evans. 

13. John Knox. 



14. Captain John Knox (part of). 

1 5. Mrs. Palmer. 

16. Representatives of late John 

Palmer. 

17. Wm. Kirkwood (in gaol). 

18. Mrs. Armstrong. 



Ballina Union : — RETURN showing the Number of Tenements in the Union at the 
undermentioned Valuations. 



— 


Tenements under £4. 


At and above £4, but 
under £5. 


At and above £5, but, 
under £6. 


Year 

1846. 


1849. 


In- 

crease. 


De- 

crease. 


Year 

1846. 


Year 

1849. 


In- 

crease. 


De- 

crease. 


Year 

1846. 


Year 

.1849. 


cresset 


De- 

19 

9 

11 

26 

16 

11 

6 

18 

9 

17 

24 

4 


Ballina . . 

Ardnaree . 

Attymass . . 

Kilgarvin . . 

Drumore West 
Easky . . . 

Kilglass . . 

Castleconnor . 
Ballysokeery . 
Killala . . 

Lackan 
Ballybastle 
'Kilfian . . 

Crossmoiiua . 
Belmullet . 
Binghamstowu 




1,745 

738 

877 

499 

563 

492 

788 

535 

598 

902 

1,154 

788 

1,017 

1,776 

2,503 

1,843 


1,046 

627 

609 

418 

457 

287 

434 

379 

122 

240 

478 

436 

408 

494 

1,104 

2,042 


•• 


699 

111 

268 

81 

106 

205 

354 

156 

276 

358 

424 

718 

380 

523 

461 

1,070 


161 

104 

77 

66 

62 

59 

126 

95 

108 

130 

116 

102 

61 

144 

106 

41 


146 

92 

71 

50 

68 

52 

86 

79 

86 

71 

62 

81 

52 

85 

121 

82 

48 


6 

7 


15 

6 

16 

7 

40 

16 

59 

54 

21 

9 

59 

91 

24 


131 

49 

47 
13 
31 

48 
72 
66 
53 

51 

52 
81 
31 
67 
85 
44 
16 


112 

61 

38 

16 

33- 

37 

46 

50 

42 
45 
34 
72 
14 

43 
82 
40 
21 


12 

3 

5 


Total . 


17,316 


10,354 


“ 


6,862 


1,770 


1,332 


13 


451 


937 


786 


22 


173 


— 


At and above £6, but under £7 . 


At and above £7, but 
under £8. 


At and above £8. 


1846. 


Year 

1849. 


In- 


De- 


Year 

1846. 


Year 

1849. 


In- | De- 


Year 

1846. 


Year 

1849. 


In- 


De- 


Ballina . . 

Attymass . 
Kilgarvin . . 

DromoreWest 
Easky . . . 

Kilglass . . 

Castleconnor . 
Ballysokeery . 
Killala . . 

Lackan . : . : 
Ballycastle 
Kilfian. . . 

Crossmolina . 
Belmullet . . 

Binghamstowu 




79 

43 

19 

15 

■ 21 

34 
63 
62- 
46 
73 
1 42 
M 3.0 
9 
50 
86 
26 
7 


69 

36 

20 

11 

21 

43 

64 

65 
30 

1 47 
25 
28 
25 
42 
'58 
22 
ll 


1 

1 

3 

16 

4 


10 

7 

4 

10 

26 

17 

2 

8 
28 

4 


61 

20 

13 

12 

36 

43 

42 

24 

31 

15 

21 

11 

23 
52 

24 
1 


63 

14 

10 

4 

10 

25 

32 

29 

13 

34 

29 

21 

27 

44 

18 

6 


2 

3 

8 

10 

4 

5 


6 

3 

4 
2 

11 

11 

13 

11 

8 


344 

118 

24 

19 

27 

131 

157 

196 

99 

185 

238 

40 

48 

68 

163 

45 

34 


322 

129 

32 

21 

113 

141 

169 

98 

122 

152 

97 

66 

121 

181 

122 

72 


11 

8 

2 

57 

18 

53 

18 

77 

33 


22 

3 

18 

16 

27 

1 

63 

86 


Total . . . 


699 1 617 


34 


116 


437 


394 


32 


75 


1,936 


1,982 


282 


236 



January 20, 1849. P. McNulty, Clerk of the Union. 

Captain Hamilton , Poor Law Inspector , Ballina. 
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(F.) Ballina Union; 



A RETURN of the Fishing Boats, and Men and Boys in the Killalia Fishery District, 
January 13, 1849. 




Remarks. — The total number of men registered from the commencement is 2989. The tota 
number of boats registered from the commencement is 485. The number of serviceable boats is re- 
duced to 224. I consequently conclude that deaths from starvation during 1846-47, and emigration, 
have reduced the number of persons who originally used to fish to about 1368 ; and they, as well as 
their boats and geer, are in a very bad condition. 



Alfred Henri, T. L. 

Gentlemen, Thomfield, Limerick, January 31, 1849. 

It appears by the minutes of proceedings of the Vice-Guardians of the Ballina Union, 
at their Board on the 26th and 27th instant, that the contractors for groceries and meat have 
refused to continue supplying these articles unless paid for ; and it is observable that the bread 
and milk contractors are furnishing their supplies of an inferior quality and deficient quantity, 
which may be attributed to the same cause. There can be no doubt that in consequence of 
the financial difficulties of this Union, the same unwillingness to supply even the common 
necessaries of life will extend to other contractors, and that the Vice-Guardians will soon find 
themselves unable to procure the necessary supplies for feeding the inmates in the workhouse, 
or those in receipt of out-door relief. But before this crisis arrives, I think it right to bring 
before you the general state of this Union, with a view of obtaining for the Vice-Guardians 
some assistance to enable them to support the lives of the poor. 

On the 27th January instant, the various workhouses now occupied in the Ballina Union 
contained about 3270 persons, (I cannot state the number more exactly, as the Erris return 
has not come to hand,) and there were in receipt of out-door relief 18,879 persons. Though 
these numbers are undoubtedly large, as compared with the population, which few persons in 
the Union now estimatq at more than 100,000, yet I feel bound to state my decided opinion 
that they are not greater than the destitute condition of the poor renders indispensably neces- 
sary, if life is to be preserved; and though it is possible that some cases may be found where 
destitution is less urgent than in others, I make no doubt that such instances are of rare 
occurrence, and that the pains taken by the Vice-Guardians have, up to this time, been on the 
whole successful in limiting the relief to persons whose distress was real, and who were unable 
to procure the means of independent support. 

The expense of maintaining these persons for the week ended the 20th instant amounted to 
72)01, exclusive of all charge for establishment, or salaries of officers, whilst the rates received 
during the week did not rise to 250/. I do not think that any greater degree of economy can 
be exercised in providing this relief, which at present averages not quite 8 d- per head per week ; 
nor do I consider that by any exertion it will be practicable for the Vice-Guardians to collect 
the amount of rate now outstanding in weekly sums sufficient to meet the expenditure. But 
even were this possible, the present rate, supposing it all collectable, would not afford more 
than seven weeks’ supply, even for the number at present in receipt of relief. In the.month 
of September last a rate of 3s. lid. in the pound was put in collection in this Union. The 
amount of rate and arrears was something over 17,000/., of which about 12,000/. (in round 
numbers) has already been paid in. I consider this to be one of the most successful collections 
ever made in the west of Ireland ; and it is but right to observe that it has been effected with 
but little trouble to the collectors, without necessity for frequent legal proceedings, and alto- 
gether without assistance from military or police. The outstanding arrears, which amount to 
about 5000/., are for the most part due by landed proprietors, whose embarrassments are so 
great that immediate payment cannot be expected ; or from occupiers iu such reduced circum- 
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10 PAPERS RELATING to the AID AFFORDED, &c. 

stances tbit it will lie mpractioable ever to realise the amounts due. From my knowledge of 
fhe SnionTthTuk I may venture to say it is hopeless to aspect that more than 25001. ol the 
_.. p »_ nt . a rr w.rs will be collected at any time within the present year. , .. 

p The only course by which the Vice-Guardians could attempt .to rehevt t themselves from 

last rite would assuredly not extend to another so quickly succeeding , and it a , systei o 

E SSSSiSSSii 
S^stS^HKSsssassss 

looked Ynly' to the^mnt reqSto poSig food for the d«atute & poor. 

_ . . (Sitmedl Richard Bourke. 

The Poor Law Commissioners ° 1 

for Ireland. 



I Mims -—Printed by W. 'Clowes and Sons, Stamford Street, 
London . stationery Offiiee. 
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FURTHER PAPERS 

RELATING TO 

THE DISTRESSED UNIONS 

IN THE 

WEST OF IRELAND. 



BALLINA UNION. Baliina Union. 

The Commissioners to Sir Charles Trevelyan, dated February 17, 1849. 

The Commissioners for Administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor 
in Ireland, beg to forward herewith, for the information of the Lords Commis- 
sioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, an estimate received from the Vice- 
Guardians of Baliina Union of the expenses and collection of the present month, 
by which it appears that the deficiency of the collection will amount to 4348 1. 

The sum of 1300/. has been already granted to the Union; and the Commis- 
sioners recommend that their Lordships will sanction a further grant, to the 
amount of 3048/., to cover the excess of the current expenditure over the 
collection. 

The Commissioners desire to remark, that the debts amount to 3s. 10hd. in 
the pound on the valuation. 



Enclosures. 

Sir, ’ Baliina JUnion, February 13, 1849, 

I have the honour to transmit the accompanying estimate of the Vice-Guardians of this 
Union of the expenses which will probably be incurred during the month of February, 1849, 
for the support of the poor and of establishment, together with an estimate of die probable 
amount of poor rate which can be collected during the month ; also a statement, of the financial 
condition of the Union at the close of January. 

I have attentively considered the various statements contained in this document, and I believe 
that they exhibit very faithfullv the actual condition and prospects of the Union. 

The only point upon which I am at variance with the Vice-Guardians is respecting the policy 
or advantage of stinking another rate until the ratepayers have the means of paying it. I ven- 
tured so fully to state my views on this subject in my report of the 22nd of January last, that 
it is unnecessary I should trouble the Commissioners further on the subject. Of course if funds 
cannot be obtained from any other source, there is no other alternative but to strike rates while 
there is anything left to collect, without regard to consequeuces. But such a course is, I think, 
deserving of much consideration before it is finally decreed. 

With respect to the revision of the lists, I think it right to mention that a very considerable 
majority of the cases of the recipients of relief have been considered frequently, owing to their 
having come before the Vice- Guardians as new applicants. I have likewise repeatedly gone 
through the lists myself at the various out-stations. 

I have, &c.. 

To IV. Stanley, Esq., W. J. Hamilton. 

&c. &c. 



B 2 
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4 FURTHER PAPERS RELATING to the 

Estimate of the Expenses which will probably be incurred during the month of February, 
1849 for the support of the Poor, and of Establishment, together with an Estimate of the 
probable amount of Poor Rate which can be collected during the Month ; also a statement 
^, 1 .. c tlic TTninn at. tha close of January, lo49. 









C 


)ut-Relief. 


Cost'. 


1.— EXPENSES. 


Week 

ended 


Total 

Inmates. 


Able- 

bodied 


Other 


Total 
on Out- 


In- 


















Maintenan 


















Families. 


bodied. 


L ""- 






























, 


d. 


£. s. 


d. 


£. j. | 


d. 


. 


29 Jan. 


1,468 


7,300 


9,450 


16,750 


112 


10 


3 


381 0 


0 




1. Actual Numbers Re-1 
lieved and Cost of Relief j 


1848. 
27 Jan. 


3,289 


4,700 


15,192 


19,892 


232 


10 


1 


602 7 


8 


834 17 


9 


1849. 

























2. Estimated Numbers like- 
ly to require Relief, and 


3 Feb. 


3,330 


5,512 


15,S40 ' 


20,852 


234 


6 


7 


636 15 


4 


871 1 


11 


Cost, according to the pro- 
bable increase or decrease 


10 ,, 


3,366 


5,990 


16,171 


22,161 


236 


0 


0 


658 2 


4 ' 


894 2 


4 


in the Numbers and Cost ; 
tlie estimated weekly 


17 >. 


3,400 


6,020 


16,574 


22,594 


241 


0 


0 


681 9 


7 


922 9 


7 


average Cost per bead for 
In - Maintenance being 


24 ,, 


3,400 


6,257 


17,012 


23,269 


241 


0 


0 


710 11 


2 


951 11 


2 


Is. id., and for Out-Re- 
lief 7s. 6 d. 


3 Mar. 


3,400 


6,679 


17,988 


24,667 


241 


0 


0 


748 7 


2 


989 7 


; 2 


3. Total Cost for the five weeks for In- 


•maintenance and Out-Relief 




1,193 


6 


» 


|3 , 435 5 7 


12 


2 


4. Add Estimated Amount of Expenses which will be in 


curred for Establishment 


during the Month 


'} 


649 15 


0 



5. Total Estimated Expenses for Relief and Establishment 



expenses. Total 649?. 15s. 



II.— Collection of Poor Rates. 

6. Total amount of the present Rates with Arrears • • 

7. Dates of such Rates, 20th, 21st, and 28th September, 1848. 

8. Poundage of such Rates, 3s. 6 id. (this includes Arrears) ; the last 

rate was 3s. 1 \d. 

9. Amount collected to 27th January, 1849 • 

10. Amount uncollected on 27th January, 1849 . 

11 . Estimated Amount which can be collected from 27th January to 

3rd March, 1849 • • • • • • * 

12. Excess of the estimated total expenses given above over the esti- 

mated. probable collection . • • • 

13. Amount of New Rates, if any, agreed upon • 

14. Date when agreed upon. 

15. Date at which such Rates are expected to be in course of collection. 

16. Poundage of such rates. 

17. If New Rates have not yet been agreed upon, date at which new 

Rates will be agreed upon, 1st March next. 

18. Date at which they are expected to be in course of collection, 

1st April next. 



£. s. d. 
16,000 15 8 



10,967 17 11 
5,032 17 9 

930 0 0 

4,348 7 2 
None. 



HI. — Financial Condition of Union. 

„ _ . fin Treasurer’s hands, if any, on 27th January, 1849 . 

19. Balance j due t0 Treasurer, if any, on 27th January, 1849- 

20. Debts to Contractors for supplies of provisions on 27th January, 1849 

21. Debts to Officers for Salaries on 27th January, 1849 . 

22. Debts to other parties for establishment, on 27th January, 1849 . 

23. Total Debts on 27th January, 1849 

24. Total Debts on 29th January, 1848 . • • • ' 

Increase, if any, in the amount of the debts since 29th January, 184o 



5 1 1 

12,030 O 0 

1.545 0 0 
4,785 0 0 

18,360 0 0 

5.546 0 0 
12,814 0 0 



Report of the Vice-Guardians in reference to the foregoing Estimate. 

As to the numbers rooming relief .— Whether the Relief Lists hive been strictly scrutinised 
by the Vice-Guardians from time to time, and generally as to the probable increase or decrease 
of the numbers, and in which class? — . . , , , r 

The Relief Lists or the Ballina portion of the Union have been once scrutinized by the Vice- 
Guardians: in the Erris district constant revisions have been made The increase m the 
numbers, it will be perceived, is estimated to arise chiefly amongst the class oi able-bodied men 
with their families, as up to the beginning of March employment at the spring Ullage of land 
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(likely, however, to be but trifling) will not be available. It is expected that a small decrease Ballina Union, 
after that period will take place, in the same class, from such employment, and also from the 
reductions likely to arise by means of the proposed scrutiny of the Relief Lists, which will on 
the 3rd March be completed, with regard to most of the electoral divisions of the Union. 

As to the collection. — Whether the collecting books have been strictly scrutinized, and proper 
measures adopted to secure the payment of the arrears, and whether legal proceedings have 
been instituted in all cases, and have been followed up to enforce the payment of the sums due. 

What are the principal causes of the non-payment of the sums due — 

1st. By immediate lessors ? 

2nd. By occupiers? 

3rd. By which class is the principal amount of the arrears due? 

4th. What proportion of the arrears is considered uncollectable at present, and cause 
thereof? 

The collecting books have been strictly scrutinized, and every practicable measure adopted to 
secure the payment of the rates. Legal proceedings have been instituted in every case where 
any advantage could be gained thereby, and payment has been subsequently enforced where 
practicable. Proceedings yet require to betaken in superior courts against a number of default- 
ing immediate lessors, and the necessary steps will be adopted to take advantage of April term 
next, for that purpose, which is as early as possible under the circumstances. 

The following appear to be the causes of the non-payment of the rates : — 

1. By immediate lessors. — Non-residence — inability to pay from want of means — a great 
number of the lessors being petty proprietors, who are completely bankrupt, and some are dead 

liability being contested — properties under management of courts — and magistrates’ warrants 

held where there are no goods to levy. 

2. By occupiers. — Lands unoccupied, waste or deserted, abandoned and untenanted — 

persons having no stock or distrainable property, of which a considerable sum is due upon Moy 
fishery — unoccupied houses, pauper tenants, arrears of former rates carried into present rates, 
which these causes peculiarly affect — inability and, in a few cases, unwillingness to pay. 

The principal amount of the arrear is due by occupiers, five-eighths of the entire amount 
being due by them, and three-eighths by immediate lessors. 

The sum of 24307. is at present uncollectable, from the cause adverted to, but probably 
10007. of this may be collected at some future time. 

As to the existing debts. — Whether they are of long standing; whether any legal proceedings 
have been instituted for recovery thereof ; and, generally, as to the financial prospects of the 
Union ; the probable progress of the collection of the present and future Rates ; and the means 
of providing for the current and future expenses of the Union? 

A considerable portion, exceeding one-third of the debts, are due more than a year. 

Legal proceedings have been instituted by creditors in three cases, in two of which the 
Guardians are bound to appear in April term. 

From the 3rd February up to the 1st April (when the new rate may probably be placed in 
collection) it is likely that 16307. will be collected, leaving 34027. of arrears to be carried into 
such rate, a considerable amount of which is permanently irrecoverable. 

We are disposed to estimate that two-thirds of new rate, amount 60 677., may be collected 
before harvest. 

The current and future expenses of the Union for an indefinite period cannot be met from the 
resources of the Union ; and the rates which may be collected between this and harvest should 
at least, we think, be devoted to the payment of the debts against the Union. 

(Signed) Robert A. Duncan, 

John D. Waters, 

February 12, 1849. Vice- Guardians. 



BANTRY UNION. Bantry Union. 

The Commissioners to Sir Charles Trevelyan, dated February 13, 1849. 

The Commissioners for Administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor 
in Ireland, beg to refer to their letter of the 1st instant, addressed to the Lords 
Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, recommending grants during the 
current month to the Bantry Union ; and the Commissioners now forward an 
estimate and report received from the Vice-Guardians of the Union, accom- 
panied by a report from the Temporary Poor Law Inspector of the Union, 
showing that the current expenses of the month will exceed the probable 
amount of rate which can be collected during the month. 

The Commissioners have already made a grant to the Union during the 
present month of 3007., and they have to recommend that a further grant of 
8537. may be made to the Union towards the current expenses of the present 
month. 
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6 FURTHER PAPERS RELATING to the 

The Commissioners teg to call the attention of their . Lordships to toe lmavy 
debts now due by the Union, and to the embarrassments with which the Vice 
Guardians have to contend in consequence of these debts. 



Enclosure. 



Bantry, February 11 , 1849 . 

S,R ’ I herewith transmit the return No. 124 which I have 

refrain from any lengthened observations on the details, that I may not delay y 

night’s post. i h^ve, &c. 

(Signed) J- Lang, ^ 

Inspector and Acting Vice-Guardian. 

E*,.™ of *. EarensBS ,vBch ml Z'tS^TSe 

JSbU amoSPoorWe rtieh ran be eollec.ed <lurin| .lm month; also a statement 
p , c • i the Union at the close ot January, 1849. 



1. Actual Number 
lieved, and Cost of Rt 



ReJ 

lelief | 



29 Jan., 

1848. 
27 Jan., 

1849. 



2. Estimated Numberslike-', | 

ly to require Relief, and I 3 Feb. 

Cost, according to the 
probable increase or de-J 10 ,, 
crease in the Numbers U 
and Cost; the estimated I 17 ,, 
Weekly average Cost ;»-r I 
head for In-Maintenance I 24 ,, 
being Is. 2Jd., and for | 
Out-Relief, 5d. J 3 Mar 



Out-Relief. 


Cost. 


Able- | 
bodied i 

their 

Families.' 


Other 
Classes 
not Able-j 
bodied. 


Total 
on Out- 
Relief 
Lists. 


In- | 

Maintenance. 


Out -Relief. 


Total. 




.. ! 


7,679 | 


7,679 


£. s. d. 
73 6 2 


£. s. d. i 
197 IS 10J, 


£. s. 
271 5 


d. 

Oi 


•• 


8,478 ; 


8,478 


125 16 24 


170 1 5f 


295 17 


8 


.. 


8,692 


8,692 


| 126 0 0 


178 15 9Jj 


304 15 


91 




9,126 


9,126 


130 0 0 


187 14 0 


317 14 


0 




j 9,582 


9,582 


120 0 0 


197 2 0 


317 2 


0 




j 10,061 


10,061 


| 120 0 0 


207 0 0 


327 0 


0 




' 10,564 


10,564 


120 0 0 


217 7 0 


1 337 7 


0 



3. Total Cost for the five weeks for In-Maintenance and Out-Relief . 



0 0 1 987 18 9J 



February ..••••** 

5 Total Estimated Expenses for Relief and Establishment 



3 18 9| 



for other current expenses. Total loO/. 

XI. — Collection of Poor Rates. 

6. Total amount of the present Rates with Arrears . • • * 

7 . Dates of such Rates, 8th July, 26th July, and 16th August, 1848. 

8 Poundage of such Rates, 2s. lid., 4s. 2d., 4s. la. 

9. Amount collected to 27th January, 1849 

10 Amount uncollected on 27th January, 1849 • * * .* 

11. Estimated Amount which can be collected from 27tli January to 

3rd March, 1849 . • • , * * ’ , 

12. Excess of the estimated total expenses given above, over the estimated 

probable collection . ■ • 

13. Amount of New Rates, if any, agreed upon. 

15. Date It'which such Rates are expected to he in course of collection. 

17 ffne^Rateshave not yet been agreed upon, date at which new Rates 
will he agreed upon, 20th February. , 

18. Date at which they are expected to be in course of collection, 20th 
March. 



„ _s for the 

Hospitals, and 37 1. i s. 8 d. 



£■ 


s. 


d. 


8,465 


6 


0 


5,595 


9 


10 


2,832 


13 


Si 


600 


0 


0 


1,153 


18 


9* 
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320 


0 


0 


4,299 


16 


1 


618 


9 


6 


1,366 


1 


1* 


6,604 


13 


2* 


4,310 


11 


9 


2,293 


15 


5* 



DISTRESSED UNIONS in the WEST of IRELAND. 

* Hi, — F inancial Condition of Union. 

„ , f in Treasurer’s hands, if any, on 21th January, 1849. 

19. Balance < due lo Treasurer, if any, on 21th January, 1849 . 

20. Debts to Contractors for supplies of provisions on 21th January, IS 

21. Debts to Officers for Salaries on 2lth January, 1849 . • 

22. Debts to other parties for establishment on 21th Januan, 184J 

23. Total Debts on 21th January, 1849 .... 

^ 4 " Increa^e^f any^im the ainount of the debts since 29 th January, 1848 2,293 15 5* 

Report of the Vice-Guardians in reference to the foregoing Estimate. 

As to the Numbers Receiving Relief.- Whether fhe Relief Lists have been su btly ■cr a- 
tinized by the Vice-Guardians, from time to time and generally as to the increase or decrease of 

the numbers, and in which class? — , . . , , , ,, 

The Relief Lists have been frequently scrutinised, and at the meetings which have been held 
in the several electoral divisions, the rate-payers have been invited to attend and to give infor- 
mation respecting the parties in the lists, and the applicants for relief; in some instances their 
attendall Cephas been productive of good ; but in others and they are the majority, they attended 
either for the purpose of putting on the lists, or influenced by vindictive feelings of getting 

OT Frmtff5rt»atances of the Union, there must be an increase of the numbers, and in 
every class. In the estimate which we enclose, we have calculated on an increase ot 5 per 
cent, in each week from the 3rd of this month to the 3rd March. 

As to the Collection.— Whether the Collecting Books have been strictly scrutinized, and pro- 
per measures adopted to secure the payment of the arrears, and whether legal proceedings 
have been instituted in all cases and have been followed up to enforce the payment of the sums 
due. What are the principal causes of the non-payment of the sums due 

1st. By Immediate Lessors? 

2nd. By Occupiers ? , . , , 

3rd. By which Class is the principal amount of the Arrears due . 

4th. What proportion of the Arrears is considered uncollectable at present, andcause- 
thereof? 

The Collecting Books have been regularly and strictly scrutinized, and legal proceedings 
have been instituted in all cases in which it was considered that by doing so payment of the sums 
due could be enforced. „ , , . ... 

The principal causes of the non-payment of rates, by the immediate lessors are, their 
inability in the first instance, and the absence of some of them from this country ; in this latter 
case it is impossible to proceed against them, as the law will not admit the service of the lo 
days’ notice on the agent. c , . 

The reasons why the occupiers are so much in arrear are, that most of them are without 
anything tangible, and several are now in the Union Workhouse; the principal portion of the 
arrear is due by the latter class (the occupiers). ' . 

2000? may be put down as the proportion of the arrears considered uncollectable at present 
and the cause thereof is owing to the large quantities of land which are lying waste, and 
several houses which appear rated in the books are long since a heap of ruins, and ot course 
unoccupied. 

As to the Existing Debts.— Whether they are of long standing? whether any legal proceed- 
ings have been instituted for recovery thereof? and, generally, as to the financial prospects ot 
the Union? the probable progress of the collection of the present and future rates? and the 

means of providing for the current and future expenses of the Union ? . , , 

As regards the existing debts, upon looking over the books we have ascertained that the 
debts of rile Union on the 29th September, 1847 (contracted by the late Board ot Guardians), 
amounted to 3545/.; the remaining portion has been contracted since that period, the principal 
part within the last 8 months. Writs to the amount of 2300Z. have been served, legal pro- 
ceedings are going on, and execution has been obtained by one of the parties tor over oOOZ. 

From this statement, it is evident that the financial prospects of the Union are extremely 
gloomy, and its affairs almost bankrupt. 

As regards the probable progress of the collection of the present and future rates, we consider 
that of The former 600Z. will be collected, but it is extremely doubtful if more than 1000Z. of 
any rate that may be struck will be collected before next July. 

As to the means of providing for the current and future expenses of the Union, we cannot 
suggest any, and should the property of the Union be the only fund for the support of the 
destitute, we fear many must starve. 

(Signed) Denis Clarke, 

J. Lang, 

Vice - Guardians. 

Bantry, February 11, 1849. 



Bantry Union. 
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FURTHER PAPERS RELATING to the 



Clifden Union. CLIFDEN UNION. 

The Commissioners to Sir Charles Trevelyan, dated February 13, 1849. 

The Commissioners for Administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor in 
Ireland beg to forward an Estimate of the probable expenses and collection in 
Clifden Union for the current month, accompanied by Reports from the Vice- 
Guardians and the Temporary Poor Law Inspector on the subject ; by which 
it appears that the current expenses will exceed the collection to the extent of 

The Commissioners have already made a grant to the Union of 470?. during 
the present month, and they have to recommend that a further grant of 1218/. 
may be made, in aid of the current expenditure of the month. 

The Commissioners desire at the same time to call the attention of the Lords 
Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury to the heavy debts due by the Union, 
amounting to 6s. 6d. in the pound on the valuation, and to the embarrassments 
which the Vice-Guardians have to contend against in consequence of the 
existing debts. , ~ 

In compliance with the Minute of their Lordships of the lbth ult. the Com- 
missioners annex a statement of the rates collected during the year ended 29th 
September last, and subsequently down to the latest date. 



Enclosures. 

Amount of Rates uncollected on 29th September, 1847 
Date of such Rates, 20th September, 1847. 

Poundage of such Rates, 3 j. 

Amount of new Rates made during the year ended 29th Sept. 1848 
Date of such Rates, 19th September, 1848. 

Poundage of such Rates, 3s. 

Amount collected during the year ended 29th September, 1848 
or 2s. 5 \d. in the pound. 

Amount uncollected on 29th September, 1848 . . . . 

Amount collected from 29th September, 1848, to the 27th Jan- 
uary, 1849 

or 2s. 2 %d. in the pound. 

Amount remaining uncollected on 27th January, 1849 



£. 

3,150 



2,997 



3,672 

2,230 

1,442 



Gentlemen, CUfden, February 8, 1849. 

The Estimate of Expenses, &c. ordered by No. 124, M. 49, and signed by Mr. 
Copeland only, in consequence of the illness of Mr. O'Leary, I enclose, and consider them 
as correct as the imperfect documents in this Union, and the want of data will admit. 

The Vice-Guardians have been incessant in their revision of the Relief Lists. 

The increase of the numbers has been in consequence of the increase of destitution which 
has now spread over all classes. 

The collecting books have been strictly examined. 

The collectors are excellent officers, and have done their duty. 

Of the uncollected rates (14557. 2s. 11*/.) I consider 455/. 2s. 11*/. will be collected, and 
the balance (1000/.) it will be impossible to collect until harvest next. 

All classes of proprietors and occupiers are in such a destitute state that any attempt to 
collect another rate until next harvest would be useless, and be the means of sending numbers 
into the workhouse; consequently it is necessary for the Government to provide means lor the 
current and future expenses of the Union. 

I have, &c., 

H. Harison Briscoe, 

Poor Laxo Inspector. 
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DISTRESSED UNIONS in the WEST of IRELAND. 9 

Estimate of the Expenses which will probably be incurred during the Month of February, 
1849, for the support of the Poor, and of Establishment, together with an Estimate of the 
probable amount of Poor Rate which can be collected during the Month; also a statement 
of the financial condition of the Union at the close of January, 1849. 
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Cost. 


I. — EXPENSES. 
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12,000 
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0 
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3 Mar. 


2,161 






14,000 


112 


0 


0 


393 15 


0 


505 


15 


° 


3. Total Cost for the five weeks for In-Maintenan 


ce and Out-Relief 




383 


4 


41 


1,387 5 


74 


1,770 


11 


0 


4. Add Estimated Amount of Expenses which will be incurred for 


Establish 


ment during the Month of j 


317 


13 


6 


5. Total Estimated Expense 


for Relief 


and Establishment . 
















2,088 


4 


4 



• No data by which the classes could be stated. 



Note . — The estimated establishment expenses include 140/., being the proportion of current salaries for the Month at the 
yearly rate, -also 27/. 13s. -id. for rent for the Month, for Temporary Fever Hospitals, and 150/. for other current 
expenses. Total 317/. 13s. Cd. 



II. — Collection of Poor Rates. 

£■ s. d. 

6. Total amount of the present Rates with Arrears .... 3,698 18 0 

7. Dates of such Rates, September 19, 1848. 

8. Poundage of such Rates, 3s. 

9. Amount collected to 27th January, 1849 ..... 2,230 5 3 

10. Amount uncollected on 27th January, 1849 .... 1,468 12 9 

11. Estimated Amount which can be collected from 27th January to 

3rd March, 1849 400 0 0 

12. Excess of the estimated total expenses given above, over the esti- 

mated probable collection 1 , 688 4 4 

13. Amount of New Rates, if any, agreed upon. — None. 

14. Date when agreed upon. — None. 

15. Date at which such Rates are expected to be in course of collection. 

16. Poundage of such Rates. 



17. If new Rates have not yet been agreed upon, date at which new Rates 

will he be agreed upon, 

18. Date at which they are expected to be in course of collection. 



III. — Financial Condition of Union. 



IQ Ralnnppi* n Treasurer’s hands, if any, on 27th January, 1849, 194 7 84 

(due to Treasurer, if any on 27th January, 1849. — None. 

20. Debts to Contractors for supplies of provisions on 27th January, 

1849 '. 4,586 11 0 

21. Debts to Officers for Salaries, on 27th January, 1849 . . . 703 19 9 

22. Debts to other parties for establishment, on 27th January, 1849, 1,244 15 6 

23. Total Debts on 27th January, 1849 . . . . * . . 6,535 6 3 

24. Total Debts on 29th January, 1848 . . . (supposed) 1,000 0 0 

25. Increase, if any, in the amount of the debts since 29th January, 

1848 5,535 6 3 



Report of the Vice-Guardians in reference to the foregoing Estimate. 

As to the Numbers receiving Relief . — -Whether the Relief Lists have been strictly scrutinized 
by the Vice-Guardians, from time to time, and generally as to the probable increase or decrease 
of the Numbers, and in which Class? — • 

c 



Clifden Union. 
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lo FURTHER PAPERS RELATING to the 

The Relief Lists have been strictly scrutinised by the Vice-Guardians and the result tvas 
that up to the 6th of January last, there was a gradual diminution in the number r g 
out-door relief Since that time/howe.er, the Ipplications have been dally increasing, and .1 
has been found necessary to add considerably to the number. 

As to the Collection. — Whether the Collecting Books have been strictly wfp^e’dings 
proper measures adopted to secure the payment of the Arrears and whether legs J'° t " f ,£ 
have been instituted in all cases, and have been followed up to enfo, rce t he payment ot 
sums due. What are the principal causes of the non-payment of the sums due 

1st. By Immediate Lessors ? 

2nd. By Occupiers? , . . , „ 7 

3rd By which Class is the principal amount of the Arrears due . 

4th. What proportion of tile Arrears is considered uncoUectableat present, and cause 
thereof ? 

The Collecting Books have been strictly examined weekly, and legal proceedings have been 
instituted it was considered" necessary. In the great majority of instances they 
could not be followed up in consquence of the absence ot magistiates. 

The principle causes of the non-payment of the sums due by 

1st. Immediate Lessors.— In the generally embarrassed state of most of the ^ ro P n ^ r ®‘ U 
this Union, and the greater portion of the land having been thrown upon the hands of the pro 
prietors, and lying entirely waste. 

2nd. By Occupiers.— The failure of the potato crop for the last three years, and the con- 
sequent ruin of a considerable number of the occupiers. 

3rd. The principal amount of arrears, is due by immediate lessors. 

4th 1,0001. is considered uncollectable at present, partly owing to the poverty of the rate- 
payer, and partly to the necessity of proceeding in the Superior Courts lor the recovery of a 
great portion of the arrears outstanding.. 

As to the existing Ms— Whether they are of.long standing ; whether any legal proceedings 
have been instituted for recovery thereof; and, generally, as to the financial prospects of 
the Union; the probable progress of the collection of the present and future Kates ; and tne 
means of providing for the current and future expenses of the Union ? 

About 1,0001. of the present liabilities were incurred previous to the 29th of January, 1848; 
the balance of present liabilities, 5,6351. 6s. 3 d. has been incurred during the year 1848. 
Level proceedings have been instituted by four parties, for sums amounting to about 3,1501. 
No” more than about 4001. of the present rate is expected to be collected, and there are no 
other means of providing for the current and future expenses of the Union. 

(Signed J James Copeland, 

8th February, 1849. Vice-Guardian. 
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DISTRESSED UNIONS in the WEST of IRELAND. II 



GALWAY UNION. 

The Commissioners to Sir Charles Trevelyan, dated. February 14, 1849. 

The Commissioners for Administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor 
in Ireland beg to forward herewith, for the information of the Lords Com- 
missioners of Her Majesty's Treasury, a copy of a Report received from 
Mr. Richard Bourke, Permanent Poor Law Inspector of Galway Union, recom- 
mending a weekly grant to the Union in aid of the current expenditure ; together 
with a copy of a Report received from the Vice-Guardians, dated 27th ultimo, 
stating that if aid be not given to the Union the relief afforded to the destitute 
must cease. 

, The Commissioners have requested an estimate from the Vice-Guardians to 
enable the Commissioners to recommend a grant to the Union to the extent 
which might appear absolutely necessary ; but pending the receipt of the 
estimate, the Commissioners beg to recommend that the Lords Commissioners 
of Her Majesty’s Treasury will be pleased to place at the disposal of the 
Commissioners a sum of 4507, to be granted to the Union in aid of the current 
expenses. 

The Commissioners annex a statement showing the progress of the collection 
since September 29, 1847 ; and the Commissioners have to express their con- 
viction that the Vice-Guardians have used their utmost exertions to collect the 
rates, and that any assistance which may be afforded them will not in the 
slightest degree cause them to relax their exertions in this respect. 



Enclosures. 

Gentlemen, Loughrea, February 13, 1849. 

I observe in the weekly Report of the Temporary Inspector of the Galway Union 
that the amount of rate collected for week ended the 10th inst. was only 146Z. 12s. 6 d., whilst 
for the three weeks preceding it only reached an aggregate sum of 758Z. Thus during the last 
month the sum available for payment of expenses amounted to 904Z. 13s. Id., whilst the 
weekly cost of maintenance of inmates of the workhouse and pel-sons in receipt of out- door 
relief must have exceeded 1800Z., being at the rate of 450Z. per week. 

You are aware of the determined resistance exhibited in many parts of this Union, but more 
especially in the western electoral divisions, to the payment of poor rates. Every possible 
exertion has been made by the Vice-Guardians to overcome this opposition, and enforce the 
collection, and in the western district a military and police force has been engaged for a con- 
siderable time, and is still employed in assisting the collector. But, notwithstanding these 
measures, little progress has been made ; and, from the extreme poverty of the occupiers of land 
in that district, 1 do not anticipate that much will be realized within any short period. In 
other parts of the Union you will perceive by the returns that a better progress has been made 
in the present than in any former collection within the last few years ; but nevertheless I fear 
that, with whatever energy the Vice-Guardians may press the collection, it cannot be expected 
to produce enough to meet the wants of the Union, or supply food for the destitute poor. 
Under these circumstances the Vice-Guardians must either fail in procuring supplies, or, if 
they succeed, run the Union more deeply into debt than at present. 

I would therefore beg to suggest the expediency of making some advance to the Vice- 
Guardians, so as to enable them to meet their current expenses. I should not advise this 
course if I did not feel the most perfect assurance that it will in no respect diminish their 
efforts to collect the rate still outstanding. My object is, if possible, to prevent the increase 
of the present debts of the Union ; and I think this might be done by advancing to the Vice- 
Guardians weekly the sums required for the maintenance of the destitute poor relieved out of 
the workhouse, leaving the expenses of the workhouse to be borne from the rates. 

I have, &c. 

The Poor Law Commissioners for Ireland. Richard Bourke. 

Gentlemen, Galway, January 27, 1849. 

W e have had under our most serious consideration the embarrassed state of the 
finances of the Galway Union. 

On taking charge of the Union, we had a debt of upwards of 13,000Z. to contend against, 
and an execution in the hands of the sheriff for 1200Z. : 6900Z. of this debt was incurred by the 
late Board of Guardians, and the remainder by the late Vice-Guardians. The first liabilities 
which we discharged consisted of salaries due to officers, some of whom had not received their 
salary for two or three years ; and we effected a stay of execution against the goods of the 



Galway Union. 
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FURTHER PAPERS RELATING to the 



Galway Union. 



Union by allocating a sum of 750/. in part payment of the same. We have, moreover, reduced 
the debts of the Union by 3000/., and we have discharged our own liabilities up to the 13th 
instant. . 

Every possible exertion has been made on our part in the collection of the rates, both in 
urging on the collectors the absolute necessity of the rates being collected, and by giving every 
advice and assistance in our power. From the real poverty of many, and the great opposition 
that has been given in every quarter, only a small sum of 879 71. has been collected, being 
about 2s. in the pound on the net. annual value of the Union. 

The increasing destitution in the Union, and the very great falling oft in the weekly eola- 
tion of the rates, will prevent our discharging the month’s liabilities due on the 12th 
proximo. 

Our weekly expenses at the present time exceed 450/., and must, ot course, increase 

We conceive that the imposition of a new rate at the present time would not be attended with 
any success. . 

The contractors will not supply provisions for the coming month unless their claims lor the 
past month are discharged. . , . , , . 

Under these circumstances we feel we would be neglecting our duty in delaying further to 
represent to the Commissioners our present embarrassed position. And we cannot conceal the 
fact that, unless pecuniary aid is given to the Galway Union, the relief afforded to the destitute 
must cease. 

We have, &c. 



To the Poor Law Commissioners. 



(Signed) 



W. H. Lucas, 

Lewis Fitzmaurice, 

Vice- Guardians. 
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FURTHER PAPERS RELATING to the 



Galway Union. 



The Commissioners to Sir Charges Trevelyan, dated February 17, 1849. 

The Commissioners for Administering the Laws for Belief of the Poor 
in Ireland, beg to forward herewith an estimate received from the Vice-Guar- 
dians of Galway Union, together with a report from the Temporary Inspector 
of the Union, showing that the current expenses this month wdL exceed the 
collection by 25491 The Commissioners desire to advert to their letter ol the 
14th instant, respecting the Galway Union, and to request L tha * f'*™ A"?' 
ships will be pleased to sanction a grant being made ol 25491. lhe Commis- 
sioners have to remark that the debts of the Union amount to 2s, in the pound. 



Enclosures. 

g iR Galway, February 13, 1849. 

I have the honour to forward the report and estimate of the Vice-Guardians relative 

the month of February, including the mainten- 
ance of paupers and expense of establishment, will not fall short ol 30001., and that a sum of 
25001 will be required from some other source than that arising from the collection of iates % 
The amount oTra.e collected in the week ending the 3rd February was only 1461., and m 
the week ending the 10th instant, less than 301. had been paid in by fire collectors. 

of 2500 or Er sixpence in the pound due from immediate lessors many of whom being 
non-residents, the arrears will not be recovered without considerable delay, and by instituting 

Pr w"o 6 f reSnf “prefers are in embarrassed circumstances 1 their gates are kept 

cW and are so closely washed that the collectors cannot even serve them with a summons. 

Ma'nv of the holdings are tenanted, and are likely to remain waste for some time to come, 
as “proprietors have not sufficient capital to take the cultivation mto their own hands, and 
therefore defer taking possession to avoid being called on to pay the rate that is due 

Such small holders as are not on the actual verge of starvation, and seeking relief from the 
poo “1? are secreting what little property the, have, dispos.ng of their stock, and rnnmng 

awav leavino- long arrears of rent and rates unpaid. . „ 

If ’the collector proceeds to collect rates from the latter class, he is beaten off; if he goes 
unL tSe protection of troops or police, notice is sent of Ins approach, the cattle are dr.v.n mto 

^M^Huh^afeTho^tacome absolute paupers, from whom no rate can be «wctad. 

The rent paid by many of these people, so long as the successful cultivation of the potato 
enabled “ertopa y , it, was far higher then the value of the land. Three successive yearn of 
failure hasconvincecl them of the%opelessness of obtaimng even a subsistence out of the sod, 

^The^^couiagernent^be^to^eople to locate themselves in these wretched districts so long 
as Uiev could ply rent, without a thought as to their moral or physical condition, has led to 
thaTmasiof dilution, consequent on the failure of the potato, winch now overwhelms this 

U T°he want of capital renders it a hopeless case to expect that employment will be given by 

the landlords and we must expect a daily increasing demand for relief. 

exertion is made by the Vice- Guardians to prevent and detect imposition; each person 
seeking relief is seen by them ; the emaciated appearance of a vast number of the applicants, 
however' many with scarcely a rag to cover them, is sufficient evidence of their destitution ; and 
I do not’ hesitate to say, that the stoppage of the relief now afforded, but for one week, w ould 

U” iOT . il ” ould be worse than useless 10 at,empt ,he 

“■Evliy ^eSofhLte^madeto 6 collect the'Stes and to overcome opposition, as far as could 
1 Tafine tte’ Whole circumstances of the Union into consideration, I beg respectfully to urge 

the necessity of affording some immediate assistance maid of the rates. 

Th Tvvelnt contractors for the supply of meal are becoming uneasy “ ^ 
navment and I fear will, without some assurance be given, refuse longei to affoid the neces- 
sary supply, which would be attended with the most serious result. ^ ^ 

(Signed) P. M‘Kie, 

Temporary Poor Law Inspector. 
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DISTRESSED UNIONS in the WEST of IRELAND. 15 

Estimate of the Expenses which will probably be incurred during the month of February, 
1849, for the support of the Poor, and of Establishment, together with an Estimate of the 
probable amount of Poor Rate which can be collected during the Month ; also a statement 
of the Financial Condition of the Union at the close of January, 1849 : — 




Note. — The estimated establishment expenses include 249 1. 7s., being the proportion of current salaries for the Month, at 
the yearly rate, — also 33 1. for rent for the Month, 227 I. 13s. 2 it, for Temporary Fever Hospitals, and 178 1. 16 s. 4 d. for 
other current expenses. Total 6882. 16s. 6 d. 



II. Collection of Poor Rates. 

£. s. d. 

6. Total amount of the present Rates with Arrears . . . 20,287 15 10 

7. Dates of such Rates, 23 and 26 Sept, and 2 and 3 Oct. 

8. Poundage of such Rates, 3s. 

9. Amount collected to 27th January, 1849 9,045 9 5 

10. Amount uncollected on 27th January, 1849 .... 11,242 6 5 

11. Estimated Amount which can be collected from 27th January to 

3rd March, 1849 650 0 0 

12. Excess of the estimated total expenses given above, over the esti- 

mated probable collection 2,549 12 6 

13. Amount of New Rates, if any, agreed upon .... Not agreed upon 

14. Date when agreed upon. 



15. Date at which such Rates are expected to be in course of collection. 

16. Poundage of such Rates. 

17. If new Rates have not yet been agreed upon date at which new 

Rates will be agreed upon, early in harvest next. 

18. Date at which they are expected to be in course of collection, ditto. 



HI. Financial Condition of Union. 

19 Balancej ' n treasurer’s hands, if any, on 27th January, 1849 



242 3 2 



due to Treasurer, if any, on 27th January, 1S49 

20. Debts to Contractors for supplies of provisions on 27th January, 1S49 7,300 o 0 

21. Debts to Officers for Salaries on 27th January, .1849 . . . 1,601 0 0 

22. Debts to other parties for establishment, on 27th January, 1849 . 1,217 0 0 

23. Total Debts on 27th January, 1849 10,118 0 0 

24. Total Debts on 29th January, 1848 8,198 6 8 

Increase in the amount of the debts since 29th January, 1848 . 1,919 13 4 



Retort of the Vice-Guardians in reference to the foregoing Estimate. 

As to the Numbers receiving Relief . — Whether the Relief Lists have been strictly scrutinized 
by the Vice-Guardians, from time to time, and generally as to the probable increase or 
decrease of the Numbers, and in which class ? — 

The Relief Lists have all been strictly scrutinized by the Vice-Guardians, and every person 
receiving relief has been personally examined by them. 

Owing to the extreme destitution of the Union it is almost certain that the numbers will 
increase by 500 every week until the beginning of the month of August. The maximum 

E 
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number of tills calculation » 22.000. being about one-tburth of the entire population of the 
U teSt;:i:nlt” 0 Sd will be almost solel, eonfmed .0 the class of able- 
bodied men and their families. 

As to the Collection — Whether the Collecting Books have been strictly scrutinized, and 
oroper measures adopted to secure the payment of the Arrears, and whether legal proceedings 
CSS all cases, and have bsen followed up to enforce the payment of the sums 
due? What are the principal causes ol the non-payment ot the sums due 
1st. By Immediate Lessors ? 

2nd. By Occupiers ? . , 7 

%d Rv which Class is the principal amount of the Arrears due . 

4th! What proportion of the Arrears is considered imcollectable, at present, and 
cause thereof? 

The Collecting Warrants have been scrutinized every week, and legal proceeding have 
been taken against defaulters. Application has also been made for the Commissioners consent 
to actions in fbe superior Courts of Record in Dublin against non-resident defaulting Immediate 

L TbTmincinal causes of the non-payment of the sums due by Immediate Lessors are— 

S' Ki^ot Tiding l tie £lry, and the consequent delay in recovering .be amount 
of action in the superior Courts. 

11 l“ KX cannot effect a service of notice 

“iToSaSrs —Their holdings being waste and themselves paupers. In instances where 
CoUrctoreT^ seised the st.ckVy hive been rescued 

°ltTcoasTrllhatasum of 75001. is uncollectable at the present time, from the actual 
destitution of the parties rated, and waste and unoccupied houses and lands. 

a , „ the J2L. Debts . — Whether they are of long standing ; whether any legal proceed- 
ingfhlre toStSed for recovery thereof; and. generally, as to the in, tac.al prospers of 
dll Union; the probable progress of the collection of the present and future Rates , and 
means of providing for the current and future expenses of the Union. 

The debt due by the late Board of Guardians, who ^ l848 ’ 

amounted to 69001. Many of the claims were incurred in the years 1845 and 184 . 

The late Vice-Guardians also incurred debts to the amount ot 3248 1. 

Our own debts at the present time amount to about 2000/. 

There are ten writs issued against the Union, and two executions in the hands of the sher.tt 

at W^areofopMon that very little success would attend the imposition of a new rate i at tins 
sea»« of the year, and that ? the principal means of providing for the curreiU. and tutors ex- 
penses until ti month of August next, must be obtained from other sources than rates. 

1 (Signed) W. H. Lucas, 

L. FitzMaurice, 

10 .- Vice- Guardians. 

13 th February, 1849. 
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GORT UNION. 

The Commissioners to Sir Charles Trevelyan, dated Febrvmy 13,. 1849. 

The Commisssoners for Administering the Laws for the Relief of the 
Poor in Ireland beg to forward herewith, for the information of the Lords 
Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, copies of an estimate and of a 
Report from the Vice-Guardians and the Temporary Poor Law Inspector of 
the Gort Union, from which it appears that the excess of the estimated 
expenses of the current month is 1179/. 

The Commissioners desire to call attention to the amount of debt due by the 
Gort Union, and they have to recommend their Lordships to sanction a grant 
of 1179/. to the said Union, in aid of the current expenditure for the month. 

A statement is hereto annexed, showing the particulars relating to the 
collection in the Gort Union during the last year, required by their Lordships 
Minute of the 16th ultimo. 



Gentlemen, Gort ’ February 10, 1849. 

Herewith I transmit the Estimate and Report of the Vice-Guardians, relative to the 
financial condition of the Gort Union ; and with reference thereto I beg to report, that the Vice- 
Guardians have bestowed great pains in framing the estimates, in order to arrive at the closest 
possible approximation to the amount of liabilities and expenditure which will probably have 
to be incurred for the support of the Poor during the current month. 

Having examined into the several items in the Estimates, and carefully considered the 
opinions and statements embodied in the Reports, I entertain no doubt as to their general 
accuracy. ... 

I concur with the Vice-Guardians in thinking that it will be necessary to provide assistance 
from other sources, to meet the exigencies of the Gort Union up to the ensuing harvest, and 
therefore venture to suggest the immediate extension of such assistance to the Union as shall 
enable the Vice-Guardians to provide from week to week for the maintenance and out-door 
relief of the paupers on the relieflists. 

Messrs. Rush and Palmer, as entitled by the terms of their contract, have given notice that 
they will not. furnish supplies of Indian, oaten, and barley meal, during the current month, 
unless the Vice-Guardians in the course of a few days hence make them a payment on account 
of the debt now owing. This the Vice-Guardians cannot promise to do, inasmuch as the col- 
lection of the outstanding rates is extremely difficult ; whilst at the same time, several parties 
have much stronger claims than Messrs. Rush and Palmer to an early settlement of the sums 
due to them. 

Should Messrs. Rush and Palmer carry their threat of stopping the supplies into execution, 
and the Vice-Guardians be without funds at their disposal, the administration of relief to the 
destitute would be rendered difficult, and be attended also with considerable increased expense 
to the Union. 

In addition to this reason, for suggesting to the Commissioners the propriety of now extend- 
ing assistance to the Union, from week to week, I beg to offer another, which though of minor 
importance, appears to me to be deserving of consideration. 

During the administration of the affairs of the Union by paid officers, a very considerable 
increase in the amount of the debts to which they succeeded has taken place ; and although 
the circumstances of the Union with regard to pauperism, rendered that increase ot debt 
inevitable, it is not impossible, that upon the return of an elected Board of Guardians to office, 
much discontent and unfair animadversion may prevail upou the subject. 

I would therefore propose, that while assistance should be given from week to week for the 
maintenance of the destitute, the Vice-Guardians should be permitted to apply whatever 
portion of the rates can be realized, between this and the 25th of March next, to the extinction 
of the most pressing debts which may have accrued during the period of the administration of 
the affairs of the Union by paid officers. 

I have, &c.. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners, Samuel Horsley. 

Poor Law Office , Dublin. 
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Goit Union EsTiM vrE of the Expenses which will probably be incurred during the month of February, 
Go _ . 1849 for the support of the Poor, and of the Establishment together with an Estmrate of 

the probable amount of Poor Rate which can be collected during the month; also a 
. , 1 a r, -xf th* TTninn at the dose of January, 1849. 









Out-Relief. 


Cost. 




I.— EXPENSES. ^ 


Week 

ended 


Total 

Inmates. 


Able-^ 


Other 

Classes, 


Total 
on Out- 


In- 


Out-Relief. 


Total. 




their 

Families. 


not Able- 
bodied. 


Relief 

Lists. 


Maintenance . 


















£. s. </. 






OQ Ton . 


909 


1,715 


763 


2,478 


124 4 0^ 


83 12 1} 


204 16 2 


1. Actual Numbers Re- 1 


1843. 


2,044 


2,102 


2,778 


4,S80 


132 3 7 


126 6 5 


258 10 0 




1S49. 
















2. Estimated Numbers like- 
ly to require Relief, and 


3 Feb. 


2,150 


2,150 


2,850 


5,000 


136 0 0 


130 0 0 


266 0 0 


Cost, according to the 


10 ,, 


2,200 


2,150 


2,950 


5,100 


138 10 0 


133 0 0 


271 10 0 


crease in the Numbers 
and Cost; the estimated 


1/ ,, 


2,200 


2,200 


3,000 


5,200 


138 10 0 


136 0 0 


274 10 0 


weekly average Cost per 


24 ,, 


•2,250 


2,200 


3,050 


5,250 


141 0 0 


137 10 0 


278 10 0 


being s. </., and for 
Out-Relief d. 


3 Mar. 


2,250 


2,250 


3.100 


5,350 


141 0 0 


140 10 0 


281 10 0 


3. Total Cost for five weeks for In-Maintenanct 


i and Out-Relief 




695 0 0 


677 0 0 


1,372 0 0 


4. Add Estimated Amount 


of Expert! 


ses which will be in 


curred for 


Establishment during the Month of | 


607 11 0 




















5. Total Estimated Expenses for Relief and Establishment 








1,979 11 0 



.. p,,,,. ovrtotitnc include 233/ being the proportion of current salaries for the Month at the 

e y TaIly%a?e'-alfo 20/ lltfor rentfor .the Monti,, 154/. for Ternary Fever H ipitals. a 1 00/. for other current 
expenses. Total 607/. 11s. 



II. — Collection of Poor Rates. 

Total amount of the present Rates with Arrears . . • 1 

Dates of such Rates, 19th September, 1843. 

Poundage of such Rates, 5s. 

Amount collected to 27th January, 1849 

Amount uncollected on 27th January, 1849 • • • 

Estimated amount which can be collected from 27th January to 
3rd March, 1849 . • • • • ■ * * 

Excess of estimated total expenses given above, over the estimated 

probable collection 

Amount of New Rates, if any, agreed upon. 

Date when agreed upon. . . „ 

Date at which such Rates are expected to be in course of collection. 
Poundage of such Rates. 

If new Rates have not yet been agreed upon, date at which new Kates 
will be agreed upon. . 

Date at which they are expected to be in course of collection. 



£. 

,736 : 



,673 
,063 1 



1,179 11 0 



19. Balance 



HI. — Financial Condition of Union. 
n Treasurer’s hands, if any, on 27 th January, 1849 

i a. 1 due to Treasurer, if any, on 27th January, 1849. 

20. Debts to Contractors for supplies of provisions on 27th January, 1849 7 , 499 5 

21. Debts to Officers for Salaries on 27th January, 1849 • • 4 

22. Debts to other parties for establishment, on 27th January, 184J . 

23. Total Debts on 27th January, 1849 ... • 

24. Total Debts on 29th January, 1848 . • • * 

Increase, if any, in the amount of the Debts since 22th January, 1848 



1,342 4 5 
256 7 10 
9,097 18 0" 
3,538 14 11* 
5,559 3 0 



Report of the Vice-Guardians in reference to the foregoing Estimate. 

As to the Namiers Receiving Relief .- Whether the Relief Lists have been strictly scrutinized 
by the Vice-Guardians, from time to time, and generally as to the probable increase or 
decrease of the N umbers, and in which class ? — , , , 

We have strictly scrutinized the Relief Lists, both in-door and out-door; and by the 
adoption of a regular system of discipline in the workhouse and a proper labour test for able- 

* Exclusive of 3200/. due to British Association, Commissariat Department, and Poor Law Commissioners. 
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bodied males outside, we have been enabled to remove from the books we believe, almost all 
but the really destitute. The present number of persons on relief may be increased by about 
1000 or 1 500, but we do not think the increase need be greater than the higher number we 
have indicated if the applications for relief be carefully investigated and the labour test 
rigorously applied to the able-bodied recipients ot relief in and out of the workhouse ; while 
there may probably be a decrease in the number of able-bodied ma es in want of relief, parti- 
cularly those with ‘small families, during the spring months, and also ... the number of single 
able-bodied female inmates of the workhouse during the same period. It is to be feared that 
a considerable increase will take place in the class of deserted women with families, rendered 
destitute by the husband having disposed of everything available for their support, in order to 
realize a sufficient sum to defray the expense of his passage to America, or to enable him to 
proceed to England. It. may also be expected that cases of destitution will constantly arise 
fVotii the exhaustion of the means of support which the parties previously possessed, and from 
the aged and infirm, the impotent and decrepit, members of the poorer classes, whose re- 
sources are limited. We may add, that we consider a constant supervision, a strict systern ot 
discipline for in-door paupers, and a rigorous application of the labour test to the able-bodied 
in and out of the workhouse to be essentially necessary in keeping the numbers on the reliet 
lists within reasonable limits. 



As to the Collection. — Whether the Collecting Books have been strictly scrutinized, and proper 
measures adopted to secure the payment of the Arrears, and whether legal proceedings have 
been instituted in all cases, and have been followed up to enforce the payment of the sums due ' 
What are the principal causes of the non-payment of the sums due 

1st. By Immediate Lessors? 

2nd. By Occupiers ? 

3rd. By which Class is the principal amount of the Arrears due ? 

4th. What proportion of the Arrears is considered uncollectable at present, and 
cause thereof? 

The causes of the non-payment of the current rate and arrears by immediate lessors are, 1st, 
the want of money, some of the proprietors, we regret to say, being in embarrassed circum- 
stances; 2nd, in consequence of the rated property being under the courts, aud the receiver 
refusin'* or ne<*lecting to pay until application is made to the Judge of the court under which 
he is actin'* ; Srdly, the absence from the country of some of the immediate lessors, who are 
either in America, France, or England; 4th, in consequence of the immediate lessor being 
erroneously rated.it appearing to be not an unusual case in this union for several occupiers, 
whose respective occupancies are under 4Z. net annual value, to hold a considerable tract of 
land under a joint lease, made previous to the passing of the 6 and t Vic., cap. 92 ; and in 
some cases of this description the immediate lessor has been rated instead of the occupier. 
The causes of the non-payment of the rate and arrears by occupiers are, 1st, the want of 
money, and the absence from the rated premises of everything which could be distrained for 
the rate ; 2nd, the opposition which has been manifested in several districts to the proceedings 
of the collectors, many of the parties having been allowed heretofore to run into arrear: they 
now consider that by exhibiting a determined opposition they may be allowed to continue so ; 
3rd, the quantity of waste land which no person will acknowledge the occupation of, and in 
which there is nothing available for payment. ... 

Law proceedings for the recovery of the rate and arrears have been generally instituted 
against defaulting Immediate lessors, and also against such occupiers as it appeared expedient 
to adopt that course with respect to. In most instances, however, recourse has been had to 
distress under the collector’s warrant in the case ot occupiers. 

The principal portion of the arrears is due of small occupiers, and of lands which are 
deserted or waste. We believe that nearly 3000Z. will remain uncollected till next harvest in 
consequence of there being no means available on the premises for compelling payment, and 
the delay of law proceedings where such have been instituted. 

As to the Existing Debts.— Whether they are of long standing ; whether any legal pro- 
ceedings have been instituted for recovery thereof ; and, generally, as to the financial prospects 
of the Union ; the probable progress of the collection of the present and future rates; and the 
means of providing tor the current and future expenses of the Union ? 

The liabilities of the Union on the 27th of January were 9097Z. 18 j., of which nearly 6000Z. 
consisted of debts due before we took charge of the Union ? 

Several of the creditors have taken legal proceedings Tor the recovery of the sums due to 
them, the principal of which are Messrs. Rush and Palmer, of Galway, by transfer of 
Mr. Enemy for 13177. 13s. 9<Z., of which we paid 500Z., and thereby obtained a delay to further 
proceedings until after the 25th of March ; next Mr. Lennane, of Kinvarra for 1896Z. 2s. 6c?., 
of which°we paid 500Z., and by confessing judgment, obtained a stay of execution until the 
1st of April ; and Mr. Mangan, of Gort, for the sum of 439Z. 18s. llrf., to which we have 
entered appearance. We have paid the amount of some writs served on us soon after our 
arrival . 

The financial prospects of the Union are not encouraging. The large extent of waste land 
and uncultivated land indicates diminished resources for the payment of rates, whilst the con- 
tinually increasing number of persons without employment, or the supporting members of 
whom have left the country, evidences the certainty of additional demands thereon. 

As regards another rate previous to harvest, we think, if made, it would be injudicious to have 



Gort Union. 
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higher than 3s. in the pound; we apprehend if a rate of that amount be made on a new 
valuation, about two-thirds of it may be collected. The amount ol a rate to be made alter 
harvest will depend so much on the then state of the crops and the puce ot coin, th 
“Sew scarcely venture to mention any poundage. At present we would be molmed to 
sav that such rate should not exceed 5 s. in the pound. 

'In conclusion, we have to observe that we think it will be necessary to prond . assrs&e 
from other sources than the poor rate, in order to meet the exigencies of the Goit Union up to 
the ensuing harvest, Jorm Donne. 

John Hall, 

February 8, 1S49. Vice- Guardians. 

We are desirous that the observations in the document should be taken in connection with 
our Report of the State of the Gort Union forwarded the last month. 

John Hall, V. G. 



Enclosure. 

Statement as to the Collection in the Gort Union. 

Arrears uncollected, September 29, 1847 • • • 

New rates made in the year ended September 29, 1848 . 

Poundage of such rates, 8s. (3s. and 5s.). 

Collected during the year 

Uncollected, September 29, 1848 .... 

New rates since made. 

Collected from September 29, 1848, to January 27, 184 J 
Uncollected, January 27, 1849 



£. 

2,478 

19,566 

8,068 

13,728 

8,665 

5,063 



The Commissioners to Sir Charles Trevelyan, dated February 17, 1849. 

The Commissioners for Administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor 
in Ireland, beg to forward herewith, for the information of the Lords Commis- 
sioners of Her Majesty's Treasury, a copy of a letter received from the Tempo- 
rary Poor Law Inspector of Gort Union of the 10th instant, having reference 
to the applications made to their Lordships by the Commissioners on the ldth 
instant, recommending a grant to the Gort Union. 



_ Gort, February 10, 1849. 

Gentlemen, ’ _ , , 

I attended the meeting of the Vice-Guardians yesterday; Mr. Bourlte was also 

^There is nothing on the Minutes requiring particular notice, except the fact of Mr. Rush 
having come before the Board to announce, that unless payment ofthe sum due for the supplies 
of Indian meal, &c„ be paid in the course of a week, his firm would decline furnishing sup- 
plies to the orders ofthe Vice-Guardians for the current month. 

I have, &c.. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners, Samuel Horsley. 

Poor Law Office, Dublin. 
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KENMARE UNION. 

The Commississioners to Sir Charles Trevelyan, dated February 17, 1849. 

The Commissioners for Administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor 
in Ireland beg to forward, for the information of the Lords Commissioners of 
Her Majesty’s Treasury, an Estimate received from the Vice-Guardians of 
Kenmare Union, showing the excess of the current expenses of the Union this 
month over the collection, amounting to 15757, together with a Report of the 
Temporary Inspector on the subject. 

The Commissioners have already advanced 3007 towards this expenditure; 
and they recommend that their Lordships will sanction a further grant of 12757 
At the same time the Commissioners beg to call attention to the debts of the 
Union, amounting to 5^. 6d. in the pound ; also to the Commissioners’ previous 
letters’ of the 23rd ult. and 31st ult., recommending grants for the current ex- 
penses, and setting forth the embarrassed state of the Union. 



Enclosures. 

Gentlemen, Killarney, February 12, 1849. 

I have the honour to transmit herewith an Estimate and Report on the financial con- 
dition of the Kenmare Union, which have been prepared by the Vice- Guardians. 

I believe the various sums estimated to be a very near approximation to exactitude, except- 
ing the amount of rate which may be collected before the 3rd March. 

It is necessary to explain that the sum of 1139Z. (item No. 6), comprises 530/., being the 
total amount of arrears on the rate of which the collection has just closed; the balance being 
the new rate on one electoral division only, the warrant for the collection of which was signed 
on the 2nd inst. 

The warrants for six other electoral divisions will be signed on the 16th inst., and for the 
remaining two on the 2nd March : and I am of opinion from my knowledge of the state of the 
country that very little money can be collected before May, when the butter season will 
commence. 

The amount of debts on the 29th January, 1848, is stated at 2588/. I believe the actual 
amount then due very far exceeded this sum ; but from the very confused manner in which the 
accounts have been kept, it would cause great delay in sending the return to verify this item. 

The collector’s books and accounts for the last rate were finally regulated by me on Satur- 
day. I have carefully gone through the lists of defaulters with the Vice-Guardians and their 
solicitor, and there does not appear to be a case in which it w'ouldbe advisable to have recourse 
to legal proceedings, with one or two small exceptions. 

Many of those who were immediate lessors are now occupiers, the lands being abandoned 
by the under-tenants ; and having no capital to stock them, they are themselves reduced to the 
verge of pauperism. 

I have, &c., 

(Signed) Wm. A. Clarke. 
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Kenrnare Union. Estimate of the Expenses which will probably be incurred during the Month of February, 

1849, for the support of the Poor, and of Establishment, together with an Lstimate ot the 

probable amount of Poor Rate which can be collected during the Month ; also a statement 









Out-Relief. I 


Cost, 






Week 


Total 


Able- 












I.— EXPENSES. 


ended 


Inmates. 


bodied 




on Out- 


In- 


Out-Relief. 












not Able- 


Relief 


Maintenance. 










Families. 


bodied. 


Ll.t., 






















f. s. d. 


£. s. d. 




29 Jan., 


845 




5,267 


5,267 


57 11 9 


165 7 7 




1. Actual Numbers Re-) 


1848 
27 Jan., 


2,833 




4,835 


4,835 


140 0 8 


160 2 4 


300 3 0 




1849. 
















2. Estimated Numbers like-A 


3 Feb. 


1,800 


60 


6,940 


7,000 


105 0 0 


218 15 0 


323 15 0 


Cost, according to the pro- 1 


10 ,, 


1,700 


60 


7,240 


7,300 


99 3 4 


228 2 6 


327 5 10 


in tbe Numbers and Cost ; \ 
the estimated Weekly 


17 ,, 


1,600 


90 


7,410 


7,500 


93 6 8 


234 7 6 


327 14 2 


average Cost per head for 
In - Maintenance being 


24 ,, 


1,600 


90 


7,610 


7,700 


93 6 8 


240 12 6 


333 19 2 


Is. and for Out- 

Kelief 7§d. 


3 Mar. 


1,600 


90 


7,610 


7,700 


93 6 8 


240 12 6 


333 19 2 


3. Total Cost for the five wet 


*ks for In-Maintenance and Out-Relief . 




484 3 4 


1,112 10 0 


1,646 13 4 


4. Add Estimated Amount 


of Expensi 


es which 


will be incurred for Establishment during 


the Month of\ 


179 1 9 


February . . 














’ 




5. Total Estimated Expenses for Relief and Establishment' 










1,825 15 1 



it for the Month, and 64/. for other current expenses. Total 179/. Is. 9< 



II. — Collection of Poor Rates. 

' 6. Total amount of the present Rates with Arrears .... 

' 7. Dates of such Rate, 16th December, 1848. 

8. Poundage of such Rate, 3s. per £. 

9. Amount collected to 21th January, 1849, — Nil. 

10. Amount uncollected on 21th January, 1S49 . . • • • 

11. Estimated Amount which can be collected from 21th January to 3rd 

March, 1849 ■ ; ■ 

12. Excess of the estimated total expenses given above, over tbe estimated 

probable collection 

13. Amount of New Rates, if any, agreed upon 

14. Date when agreed upon, 13th January, 1849. 

15. Date at which such Rates are expected to be in course of collection, 

16th February. 

16- Poundage of such Rates, 4s. per £. 

11. If new Rates have not yet been agreed upon, date at which new Rates 
will be agreed upon. 

18. Date at which they are expected to be in course of collection. 



£. s. d. 
1,139 3 9 

1,139 3 9 

250 0 0 

1,575 15 1 
4,082 8 0 



' HI. — Financial Condition of Union. 

(in Treasurer’s hands, if any, on 27th January, 1849 

19. Balance j due t0 Treasurer, if any, on 21th January, 1849. 

20. Debts to Contractors for supplies of provisions on 21th January, 1849 

21. Debts to officers for Salaries on 27th January, 1849 

22. Debts to other parties for establishment, on 21 th January, 1849 

23. Total Debts on 27th January, 1849 

24. Total Debts on 29th January, 1848 • • • • • • 

Increase, if any, in the amount of the debts since 29 th January, 1848 



272 9 10 

4,256 0 0 
826 0 0 
1,628 0 0 
6,710 0 0 
2,588 0 0 
4,122 0 0 



Report of the Vice-Guardians in reference to the foregoing Estimate. 

As to the Numbers receiving Relief .— Whether the Relief Lists have been strictly scrutinized 
by the Vice-Guardians, from time to time, and generally as to the probable increase or 

decrease of the Numbers, and in which Class? — . . 

The Relief Lists have been strictly scrutinized from time to time since our arrival, me 
numbers on all classes have increased. 
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As to the Collection . — Whether the Collecting Books have been strictly scrutinized, and proper ICenmare Union, 
measures adopted to secure the payment of the Arrears, and whether legal proceedings have 
been instituted in all cases, and have been followed up to enforce the payment of the sums 
due. What are the principal causes of the non-payment of the sums due — 

1st. By immediate Lessors? 

2nd. By Occupiers ? 

3rd. By which Class is the principal amount of the Arrears due? 

4th. What proportion of the Arrears is considered uncollectable at present, and 
cause thereof? 

The Collecting Books are scrutinized every fortnight, and a correct balance struck, which 
appears in the abstract furnished the Commissioners 

Wo find that legal proceedings have not been instituted in all cases, as many of the default- 
ing parties were unable to pay at. the time, although they might at some future period. 

The cause of non-payment by immediate lessors and occupiers is inability. The principal 
amount of arrears is due by occupiers. About one half of the arrear is at present uncollectable, 
as there is in general no property to make a distress on? 

As to the existing Debts . — Whether they are of long standing ; whether any legal proceedings 
have been instituted for recovery thereof ; and generally, as to the financial prospects of the 
Union ; the probable progress of the collection of the present and future Rates ; and the 
means of providing for the current and future expenses of the Union? 

A portion of the existing debt is of long standing : no legal proceedings have been instituted 
for the recovery of any portion of the present debt ; an attorney’s letter was received in one case, 
but the matter has been arranged. 

The financial prospects of the Union are very discouraging, and the probable progress of 
the collection of the present rate will, we have every reason to fear, be but slow. 

The principal means of providing for the current expenses of the Union until next harvest 
must proceed from Government advances. 

(Signed) W. Le Manett, 

H. M'Adams, 

lOf/t February, 1849. Vice-Guardians. 



F 
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FURTHER PAPERS RELATING to the 



KILRUSH UNION. 

The Commissioners to Sir Charles Trevelyan, dated February 13, 1849. 

The Commissioners for Administering the Laws for the Conmfs'' 
in Ireland beg to forward herewith, for the information of the - C TT t 
sioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, copies of an estimate and ol a Repoit 
received from the Vice-Guardians and the Temporary Poor Law Spe rnes 
Kilrush Union, from which it appears that the excess of the estimated expenses 
of the current month over the collection is 18541. 

The Commissioners desire to call attention to the amount of debt due by t] 
Kilrush Union and they have to recommend their Lordships to sanction a 
grant of 19541. to the sZid Union, in aid of the current expenditure foi the 

“^statement is hereto annexed, showing the particulars relating to the 
collection in the Kilrush Union during the last year, required by then Lord- 
ships’ Minute of the 16th ultimo. 

Enclosures. Fehmanj 8, 1849. 

^ I BAYS the honour to forward the return called 

to explain that I only returned from Ennis this day, and foun t J ^h V h has, T 

were unable to forward the return m due time °™g *° Jj* ^ "ow perfect, bit I forward 
believe, gone to Dublin relative to his dismissal. The return is imp 

AS 

- * 

(Signed) R. E. Kennedy, Poor Law Inspector. 

To the Secretary Poor Law Commission. 

Estimate of the Expenses which will 

of the Financial Condition of the Union at the close of Januaij, 184 . 



1.— EXPENSES. 



1. Actual Numbers Re-,, 
lievetl, and Cost of Relief! 

2. Estimated Numbers like-’ 
ly to require Relief, and 
Cost, according to the pr - 
bable increase or decree- 
in theNumbere and Cost ; 
the estimated Weekly 
average Cost per head for 
In - Maintenance being 

s. d., and for Out-Re- 
lief d. 




5. Total Cost for the five weeks for In-Maintenance and Out-Relief . 



4. AWO...M Expo- " <“ “"f *?* 

February 



i. Total Estimated Expenses for Relief and Establishment 



of no Abstracts ta— - *• P™4 ■>» V— “ “ 

these blank spaces. , , . „. rrfn t salaries for the Month at the 

.m «W. •» ">'■» ““•»* 

Total 440/. 
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II. — Collection of Poor Rates. 

6. Total amount of the present rates with arrears .... 

7. Dates of such rates, September 9, 1848. 

8. Poundage of such rates, 3s. in the pound. 

9. Amount collected to January 27, 1849 

10 . Amount uncollected on January 27, 1849 . . . . 

11. Estimated amount which can be collected from January 27 to 

March 3, 1849 

12. Excess of the estimated total expenses given above, over the esti- 

mated probable collection ...... 

1 3. Amount Of new rates, if any, agreed upon. 

14. Date when agreed upon. 

15. Date at which such rates are expected to be in course of collection. 

16. Poundage of such rates. 

17. If new rates have not yet been agreed upon, date at which new 

rates will be agreed upon, about March 1. 

18. Date at which they are expected to be in course of collection, 

about March 15. 



£. s. 
11,547 4 

7925 16 
3621 8 

1500 0 

1954 0 



d. 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 



Kilrush Union. 



HI. — Financial Condition of Union. 

, . -r, , ( in Treasurer’s hands, if any, on January 27, 1849. 

19. Balance j due (Q Treasurer, if any, on January 27, 1849 . 

20. Debts to contractors for supplies of provisions on January 27, 1849 

21. Debts to officers for salaries on January 27, 1849 

22. Debts to other parties for establishment, on January 27, 1849 

23. Total debts on January 27, 1849 

24. Total debts on January 29, 1848 . . . 

Increase, if any, in the amount of the debts since January 29, 1848 



216 3 3 
4851 9 6 
616 0 0 
2585 1 4 8 
8053 4 2 
1066 14 4 
6986 9 10 



Report of the Vice-Guardians in reference to the foregoing Estimate. 

As to the Numbers receiving relief. — Whether the Relief Lists have been strictly scrutinized by 
the Vice Guardians from time to time ? and generally as to the probable increase or decrease of 
the Numbers? and in which Class ? — 

The Relief Lists have been frequently scrutinized, and it has been satisfactorily ascertained 
that the number improperly relieved has been a very small one. 

There will be a decrease? in the class relieved under the 2nd section of the Relief Extension 
Act between March 10 and June 30. On January 27, 1849, there were 19,376 persons on 
out-door relief: there has been an immense increase since that date, the number probably now 
being 20,500. There will be a steady increase to March, when they may be expected to 
decrease, probably to 4000, until the end of June, when we suppose they will again amount to 
the present standard until the commencement of harvest. 

As to the Collection. — Whether the Collecting Books have been strictly scrutinized, and 
proper measures adopted to secure the payment of the arrears ? and whether legal proceedings 
have been instituted in all cases, and have been followed up to enforce the payment of the sums 
due ? What are the principal causes of the non-payment of the sums due — 

1st. By immediate Lessors ? 

2nd. By Occupiers ? 

3rd. By which Class is the principal amount of the arrears due? 

4th. What proportion of (he arrears is considered uncollectable at present, and cause 
thereof? 

The collectors’ books have been frequently scrutinized, and measures adopted to recover 
arrears. Legal proceedings instituted when found necessary. 

1st. The principal cause of non-payment by original lessors is that they are in general 
absentees — not within the jurisdiction of the Courts : many have not any resident agents, and 
the property of others being under the Courts. 

2nd. By occupiers, ejected or under process of eviction, or now paupers, merely inhabiting 
huts, and having thrown up their lands. 

3rd. By occupiers. 

4th, Probably one-half, or about 1500Z. The districts of the collectors were too extended, 
and the poundage (8 d.~) insufficient to secure a speedy collection — before the stock and produce 
of the lands were swept off for rent. 

As to the existing Debts. — Whether they are of long standing ? whether any legal proceed- 
ings have been instituted for recovery thereof? and, generally, as to the financial prospects of 
the Union? the probable progress of the collection of the present and future rates? and the 
means of providing for the current and future expenses of the Union ? — 

The debts in general are not of long standing. Proceedings have been taken in one instance, 
only, for the recovery of a debt which was not long due. The financial prospects of the Union 
are of a most gloomy nature ; one-fourth of the population are on the relief lists : and when 
about 23,000 are to be supported in an Union, one-fourth of which is now waste, the valuation 
made in 1840 being under 60,000?., cannot now be estimated at much over 40,000/. 

F 2 
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FURTHER PAPERS RELATING to the 



There is no prospect of collecting any large amount of arrears or rates until harvest. There 
is no corn now remaining undisposed of to any extent, and the stock scarce and of little va ue 
at present. We do not deem it possible/by any means or exertion, to provide for the increasing 
expenses of the Union, or of even supplying food alone to the destitute population. 

(Signed) Edmund Kelly, 

Michael Magher, 

February 9, 1849. Vice-Guardians. 



Statement as to the Collection in the Kilrush Union. 

Arrears uncollected, September 29, 1 847 . • 

New rates made in the year ended September 29, 1848 . 

Poundage of such rates, 3s. 

Collected during the year 

Uncollected, September 29, 1848 

New rates since made. 

Collected from September 29, 1848, to January 27, 1849. 
Uncollected, January 27, 1849 ...••• 



£. 

15,153 

8,856 

12,438 

11,465 



7,844 

3,621 
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DISTRESSED UNIONS in the WEST of IRELAND. 

SCARIFF UNION. ScariffUnion. 

The Commissioners to Sir Charles Trevelyan, dated February 17, 1849. 

The Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor 
in Ireland beg to forward herewith, for the information of the Lords Com- 
missioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, a copy of an estimate received from 
the Vice-Guardians of the Scariff Union, accompanied by copies of Reports of 
the Temporary Inspector on the subject. The Commissioners beg to refer to 
their recommendation of the 23rd ult., that weekly grants should be made to 
Scariff Union ; and the Commisioners desire to acquaint their Lordships that 
a further sum of 500/. has been granted this week by the Commissioners out 
of the fund placed at their disposal, making the total amount granted this 
month in aid of the current expenses 1000/. 

It appears by the accompanying estimate, that the expenses of this month 
will exceed the collection to the amount ol 2755/. ; and if their Lordships 
shall be pleased to comply with the recommendation contained in the Com- 
missioners’ letter of the 6th instant, to allow an outstanding debt to be paid 
out of the rates collected, the Commissioners recommend a further grant of 
1755/. in aid of the current expenses of the present month ; and the Commis- 
sioners apprehend that if a grant be not immediately made to the Union, the 
relief to the poor will necessarily stop. The Commissioners have to remark, 
that the debts of the Union on the 27th ult. amounted to 4s. in the pound, and 
the outstanding cheques are sufficient to absorb the entire amount which may 
be collected for some time, so that there is no available fund to defray the 

current expenditure. 

Enclosures. 

g IR> Scariff, February 14, 1849. 

I have the honour to transmit herewith the Vice-Guardians’ Estimate of Expenses and 
Report on the Financial Condition of the Union, No. 124, M 49, which has this day been 
handed to me only in time to save post. My own Report, which should accompany this 
document, shall follow to-morrow. The completion ot it has been unavoidably delayed, in 
consequence of difficulty in the way of ascertaining the exact sums due to old contractors, 
whose invoices were not to be found in the clerk’s office, and who had to be written to for 
fresh documents. 

I have, &c., 

William Stanley Esq., Secretary, Thomas Spark, 

^. c _ jj- c . Temporary Poor Law Inspector. 

Estimate of the Expenses which will probably be incurred during the month of February, 

1849, for the Support of the Poor, and of Establishment, together with an Estimate of the 
probable amount of Poor Rate which can be collected during the Month ; also a statement 
of the financial condition of the Union at the close of January, 1849. 









Out-Relief. 


Cost 


1.— EXPENSES. 


Week 

ended 


Total 

Inmates. 


Able- i 
bodied j 
Men and : 


Other 
Classes 
not Able- 


Total 
on Out- 


In- 

Maintenance. 


Out-Relief, j 


Total. 










Families. 1 


bodied. 


1 ““- 








1 




















£. 


v 


d. 


£. s. d. 


£. 


s. 


d. 




29 Jan., 


1,975 




8,231 


S,231 


154 


18 


0 


268 16 3 


423 


14 


3 




1848. 


















523 










1,752 


5,634 , 


9,354 


14,718 


128 








6 




[ 


1849. 




































£. 


s. 


d. 1 


£. s. d. 


£. 


s. 


d. 


ly to require Relief, and 


3 Feb. 


1,750 


6,344 


9,132 


15,476 


129 






463 15 0 


588 




1 


bable increase or decrease 


10 ,. 


1,710 


6,690 


9,210 


15,900 






9 








597 


the estimated Weekly 




1,710 


6,893 


9,307 


16,200 


124 


13 










average Cost per head for 


24 ,, 


1,710 


7 19r, 


v ,- s 


16,500 


124 


13 


9 


481 5 0 


605 


18 


9 




























Relief 7d. 


3 Mar. 


1,710 




9,432 


16,700 


| 124 13 


9 


4S7 1 8 








3. Total Cost for the five weeks for In-Maintenance and Out-Relief 




628 


0 


1 


' 

2,323 1 2 


2,951 






4. Add Estimated Amount of Expensi 


:s which will be incurred for Establish 


ment durii 


ig the Mouth of l 






. 


February . 








» 










• • •’ 








5. Total Estimated Expenses 


; for Relief and Establishment 














3,255 


12 


7 



JVoie — The estimatcil establishment expenses include 181/. 16s. 4</., being the proportion of current salaries for the Month 
at the yearly rate,— also 37/. 15s. for rent for the Month, 56/. for Temporary Fever Hospitals, and 26/. for other current 
expenses. Total 304/. 1 Is. 4 </. 
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FURTHER PAPERS RELATING to the 

II. — COLLECTION OF POOR RATES. 

1. Total amount of the present Rates with Arrears . • • • 

Dates of such rates, 3rd December, 1847, and 18th October, 18 . 

!. Poundage of such rates, 7s. 6 d., and 3s. 4d. 

). Amount collected to 27th January, 1849 

). Amount uncollected on 27th January, 1849 • • ‘ ' 

L. Estimated Amount which can be collected from 27th January, 

3rd March, 1849 . . . • • • • , * 

2. Excess of the estimated total expenses given above, over tne esti- 

mated probable collection 

3. Amount of New Rates, if any, agreed upon . 

4. Date when agreed upon, 8th February, 1S49. . 

5. Date at which such Rates are expected to be in course of collection, 

1st March, 1849. 

6. Poundage of such Rates, 3s. 4 d. 

7. If new Rates have not yet been agreed upon, date at which new 

Rates will be agreed upon. 

8. Date at which they are expected to be in course of collection. 



£. s. d. 

11,629 14 11 



6,585 19 
5,043 15 



2,755 12 
*9,301 17 



HI. — Financial Condition of Union. 

(in Treasurer’s hands, if any, on 27th January, 1849, 

19. Balance I Due , 0 Tre asurer, if any, on 27th January, 1849. . • o3 6 * 

20. Debts to Contractors for supplies of provis.ons on 27th January, 1849 9,. 11 

21/ Debts to Officers for Salaries on 27th January, 1849 . • • ^ % 

22. Debts to other parties for Establishment, on 27th January, 1849 . g 

23. Total Debts on 27th January, 1849 5’o98 8 0 

24. Total Debts on 29th January, 1848 . . • • ' ' r ’ Q7 o nq q 

Increase, if any, in the amount of the debts since 29th January, 1848 5,973 19 

Report of the Vice-Guardians in reference to the foregoing Estimate. 

As to the numbers receiving Belief — Whether the Relief Lists have been strictly scrudmzed by 
the Vice-Guardians, from time to time, and generally as to the probable increase or decrease 
of the Numbers, and in which Class? — 

Th* Relief Lists have been frequently scrutinized and revised by the Vice-Guardians in the 
upwards. 

A, to the Collection — Whether the Collecting Books have been strictly scrutinized, and proper 

=i?u^ 

due? What are the principal causes of the Non-payment of the sums due— 

1st. By Immediate Lessors ? 

2nd. Bv Occupiers ? „ , . , , 

3rd Bv which Class is the principal amount of the Arrears due . 

4th.' What proportion of the Arrears is considered uncollectable at present, and cause 
thereof? 

We have pressed the Collection of. the Rates hitherto, and also of the arrear of the last Rate 
tctandinir^ T e cral proceedings have been instituted in almost all cases where there was 
any probability of § payment, but it is useless to sue paupers, who are manifestly unable to pay 

*MuchlSTd£.bythe immediate lessors, and is recoverable except in a very few cases 
A g TlT.” no mins, but inconsiderable in amount, the prmc.pal amar of the present 
rate is due on holdings now deserted and waste, rated on the late occupier , It will be paid, 0 
ratms due on nmaing There is about 45001- of the present rate outstanding; 

added in the column for arrears in the new 

Rate Books. 

a a .7. ; n.hn Whether thev are of long standing? whether any legal proceedings 

and generally, I to the financial prospects of the 
Union? the probable progress of the collection of the present and future rates, and the 
means of providing for the current and future expenses of the Union ? 

The debts are principally of long standing. Legal proceedings have been instituted for the 

re The%iandallffaii?of the Union are in a very bad state. Even suppose that the entire of 
. i t y.„ Q t |, instant with 4000?. arrears could be made available, it would 

the^ebts^and^uppilrt^h^exigencies of the Union for one month. We calculate that 
about half of the new rate will be collected before harvest. Aid must be given by Her 

* This has been reduced b, appeals at Portumna and Toll, quarter sessions, but the certified return has 
not been received by us. 
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Majesty’s Government for the relief of the destitute, and will be required to a considerable 
amount, as no part of the rates can be available for this purpose for some time : they must be 
applied to the payment of the debts of the Union, for which cheques to a very considerable 
amount are outstanding. 

(Signed) James Rolleston, 

H. N. Wallace, 

14zZi February, 1849. . Vice- Guardians. 

g IRj Scariff, February 15, 1849. 

I HAD the honour yesterday to transmit to the office the Vice- Guardians’ Estimate and 
Report on the financial state of the Scariff Union,’; No. 124, M. 49, unaccompanied by my 
own Report, in order to save the post. 

With reference to the Estimate, it was made after full and careful consideration given to the 
matter by the Vice-Guardians and myself, and I consider it to be a fair approximation both 
with respect to the number of persons to be relieved within the period and the cost. The 
number of paupers relieved is much greater now than it was at the same period last, year ; but 
the state of this Union is far more deplorable — the poverty almost universal. Every possible 
effort has been made, and is still exerted, to keep the relief lists low. The most rigid scrutiny 
into the circumstances of every case has been made, and not an applicant admitted, whether 
into the workhouse or on out-door relief, whose claims were not irresistible, who was not, in 
fact, really destitute ; whilst the workhouse and labour tests have been brought to bear with 
effect in order to check imposition, and try doubtful cases. The number of able-bodied men 
in this Union is very small. Want and wretchedness have reduced them generally to mere 
skeletons of mefi. . , 

With regard to the collection of the rate, I have devoted every exertion ot mind and body 
to this important object, in order to meet our difficulties. I have complained of the collectors 
for not showing sufficient activity. They have been stimulated to use their fullest legal power 
in the performance of their duty ; and although the arrears will unavoidably be larger in 
amount than at the close of the last collection, the altered circumstances and impoverished 
condition of the rate-payers will, in a principal degree, account for it. Many of them are now 
in the workhouse, or are become paupers receiving out-door relief, who only a few weeks past 
paid the poor-rate. A large landed proprietor of the Union who had been reduced to support 
his family on the milk of two cows, had them seized for debt. They were redeemed by a 
friend, and restored to him, out of pity for his children, who that day were without food ; but 
the cows were subsequently seized for the poor-rates by the collector, and again sold, the 
produce of the sale being all that could be obtained of a large amount of rate due on the pro- 
perty ; and even the goat of the cottager has been seized in like manner. 

The financial prospects of the Union are painful and embarrassing. On the 29th of Sep- 
tember last the actual amount of the Union’s liabilities, including debts to contractors and 
others, to officers for salaries and to collectors for poundage, was 9358Z. 5s. 5 d., although 
Captain now Major Hart by some mistake in his final Report stated the same to be about 
8000Z. only. On the 27th of January last the debts amounted to about 11,000Z., and that 
they have increased has been unavoidable : the destitution must otherwise have remained unre- 
lieved, and the people left to die, and the workhouses and hospitals been closed. 

The amount uncollected of the rate in collection and arrears of former rate being about 
5000Z., the amount of the new rate being 9301Z., gives the sum of 14,301Z. to look forward to. 
It will be seen that this whole amount, even if it were now in hands, would not, as the Vice- 
Guardians have stated, be sufficient to pay the debts and cover the Union’s expenses for more 
than one month. 

I am of opinion that by vigorous exertion the new collectors may obtain much more than half 
the new rate ; but the difficulty of providing means for the immediate and future wants and 
expenses of the Union will be apparent to the Commissioners, and I am at a loss how to meet 
this state of difficulty unless external aid be beneficently afforded for the purpose. 

I have, &c.. 

To William Stanley, Esq., Secretary, Thomas Spark, 

Poor Law Commission. Temporary Poor Law Inspector. 



Scariff Union. 
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SWINEFORD UNION. • 

The Commissioners to Sir Charles Trevelyan, dated February 15, 1849. 

By direction of the Commissioners for Administering the Laws for the 
Relief of the Poor in Ireland, I have the honour to forward herewith, tor the 
information of the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty's Treasury, an extract 
from a Report which has been received from Captain Hanley, Temporary 1 oor 
Law Inspector, relating to the sanatory state of the Swmeford Union. _ . 

I am to observe, that Mr. Richard Bourke, Poor Law Inspector, is of opinion 
that there are parts of Connaught in a worse condition than Swmeford Union 
appears to be by this report. 



Extract from Report of Captain Hanley, dated Swimford, February 10, 1849. 

The state of the Union generally is distressing in the extreme ; the small landlords 
are now becoming exhausted, and are flying to England, Scotland, and elsewhere, leaving .hen- 
unfortunate wives and children to starvation— without a hope but the relieving officer to aid 

th Fever also of a bad type is prevalent ; and the wretchedness of the people, in want of food, 
clothing, bedding, &c., is truly indescribable. 
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Westport Union. 



WESTPORT UNION. 

The Commissioners to Sir Charles Trevelyan, dated February 13, 1849. 

The Commissioners for Administering the Laws for the Relief of the 
Poor in Ireland beg to forward herewith, for the information of the Lords 
Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, copies of an estimate and of a report 
from the Vice-Guardians and the Temporary Poor-Law Inspector of the West- 
port Union, from which it appears that the excess of the estimated expenses of 
the current month is 1294/. 

The Commissioners desire to call attention to the amount of debt due by the 
Westport Union ; and they have to recommend their Lordships to sanction a 
grant of 1044/., in aid of the current expenditure of the month, over and above 
a sum of 250/. already advanced by the Commissioners during the month to 
the said Union. 1 

A statement is hereto annexed, showing the particulars relating to the col- 
lection in the Westport Union during the last year, required by their Lord- 
ships’ Minute of the 16th ultimo. 



Enclosure. 

Gentlemen, Westport, February 7, 1849. 

I BIG herewith to forward the estimate of the probable expenses of this Union, as 
requested in your letter of the 3rd February, 1849, No. 125 M. 49, for the month of February, 
at the formation of which I gave to the Vice-Guardians all the assistance m my power. As 
far as regards the probable increase of the numbers who will require rebel, 1 tully concur ; 
but as to the amount that may be collected to the 3rd March, I have but little hope of its 
exceeding 500/., whereas they have estimated 750/. as the probable sum. 

No application for relief has been granted by the Vice-Guardians, without a most careful 
scrutiny into the circumstances of each case : as a proof, I may adduce that during the last six 
weeks the number of applicants amounted to 11,430, of whom 6362 were either rejected or 
did not appear, and the remainder either placed on the out-door lists or in list for admission 
to the workhouse. In many of the latter cases, the house was applied as a test of destitution, 
the efficacy of which will be seen from the fact that out of 1640 cases 614 never came to it at 
ali, and very many after a residence of a few days, and in some instances a single day, 
demanded their discharge. . , ■ ,. . . ,. 

What little means the peasantry had of existing up to the present time are fast diminishing, 
and as this takes place, they will cause the relief lists to be gradually increased ; 500 per week 
may, I think, be considered a fair estimate. . , , 

With respect to the collection, the books of the collectors have been frequently examined by 
myself, as well as the Vice-Guardians, for the purpose of ascertaining the measures adopted 
for the payment of the rate. In this Union the estates of seven of the largest immediate lessors 
are under the Court of Chancery. The rates for these have not yet been received, but the 
solicitor of the Guardians has received orders to make application for the sums due, amounting 
in all to about 900/. Notices and summonses have been served in most cases on the other 
lessors and occupiers who are still defaulters, which are being followed up to enforce payment. 
The magistrates in some cases, however, have postponed any decision, on account of notices of 
appeal having been given prior to the last Quarter Sessions, and which appeals were not heard, 
owing to the press of business in the assistant barrister’s hands. The chief causes of the non- 
payment of the rates are, in some instances, inability and want of funds ; but in others, a deter- 
mination to resistance, either requiring the assistance of an armed force for the protection of the 
collector when he has been obliged to resort to distraining, or obliging him to avail himself of every 
other means the law has placed at his disposal ; from the small number of police and military 
stationed in this Union, however, they are seldom available for the first of these measures, and 
hence great delay has necessarily occurred in the collection of much ot the present rate. At 
present there seems no prospect whatever of the affairs of the Union becoming improved, nor 
can I see how such a wished-for event is for some time to be brought about. The funds 
derivable from the rates alone are not sufficient to provide for the subsistence of the frightful 
mass of destitution that now exists, and which may be classed as perfectly hopeless, for no pros- 
pect seems to present itself of the recipients of relief being able to support themselves, especially 
of the class of widows and orphans, who form at present a °;reat majority on the lists; and as 
for the able-bodied, there is no employment that offers itself for their subsistence, with the 
exception of that given by two of the landed proprietors. Another rate must soon be struck, but 
as long as the Poor Law remains as unpalatable to the greater portion of the persons connected 
with this Union as it is at present, the same difficulty will be experienced in its collection as in 
that of the existing rate. 

I have, &c., 

J. M. Primrose, Capt. 43rd Light Infantry, 

Temporary Poor Law Inspector. 

G 
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FURTHER PAPERS RELATING to the 



stimatb of the Expenses which will probably be incurred during the Month of February, 
1849, for the support of the Poor, and of Establishment, together with an Estimate ot the 
probable amount of Poor Rate which can be collected during the. Month; also a Statement 
of the Financial Condition of the Union at the close of January, 1849. 



Other 
Classes 
lot Able- 
bodied. 



Week 



Total 

Inmates. 



1.— EXPENSES. 



Out-Relief. 



29 Jan, 



, Actual Numbers Re- 1 
lieved, and Cost of Relief) 



. Estimated Numbers like-l 
ly to require Relief, and 
Cost, according to the pro- 



, _:cording to the pro- 
bable increase or decrease 
in the Numbers and Cost ; 
the estimated Weekly 
average Cost per head for 
In - Maintenance being 
*. d., and for Out- 

Relief d. 



3. Total Cost for the five weeks for Iu-Mainter 



Establishment during the Month of 



4. Add Estimated Amount of Expenses which will he incurred 
February 



5. Total Estimated Expenses for Relief and Establishi 



-The estimated establishment 
arly rate, also 227. 10s. for r 
penses. Total 282 1. 10s. 



XI. — Collection of Poor Rates. 

6. Total amount of the present Rates with Arrears 

7. Dates of such Rates, 27th September, 1848. 

8. Poundage of such Rates, 3s. 4 d. in the pound on each Electoral 

Division. 

9. Amount collected to 27th January, 1849 

10. Amount uncollected on 27th January, 1849 

11. Estimated Amount which can be collected from 27th January 

to 3rd March, 1849 

12. Excess of the estimated total expenses given above, over the es- 

timated probable collection 

13. Amount of New Rates, if any, agreed upon, nil. 

14. Date when agreed upon, nil. 

15. Date at which such Rates are expected to he in course of 

collection, nil. 

16. Poundage of such Rates, nil. 

17. If new Rates have not yet been agreed upon, date at which new 

Rates will be agreed upon, 1st March, 1849. 

18. Date at which they are expected to be in course of collection, 

1st April, 1849. 



III. — Financial Condition of Union. 



, fin Treasurer’s hands, if any, on 27th January, 1849 

19. Balance| due tQ x reasurer> if any, on 27th January, 1849 

20. Debts to Contractors for supplies of provisions on 27th January, 

1849 

21. Debts to Officers for Salaries on 27th January, 1849 . . • 

22. Debts to other parties for establishment on 27th January, 1849 

23. Total Debts on 27th January, 1849 

24. Total Debts on 29th January, 1848 

Increase, if any, in the amount of the Debts since 29th January, 
1848 
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Report of the Vice-Guardians in reference to the foregoing Estimate. 

As to the Numbers receiving Relief. — Whether the Relief Lists have been strictly scrutinized 
by the Vice-Guardians, from time to time ? and generally as to the probable increase or 
decrease of the numbers, and in which Class ? — 

The Vice-Guardians have been in the constant practice of scrutinizing the relief lists, and 
have endeavoured to maintain a most careful watch that persons not being destitute, or those 
disqualified by the possession of land, should not be placed on them. 

They are disposed to think that as the year advances, and any means which some of the 
labouring class may now possess shall come to be exhausted, that the number of the destitute 
will increase, and that the accession will be from the class of the able-bodied, the majority of 
whom are married men with families. 

As to the Collection. — Whether the Collecting Books have been strictly scrutinized, and 
proper measures adopted to secure the payment of the Arrears ? and whether legal proceed- 
ings have been instituted in all cases, and have been followed up to enforce the payment of 
the sums due ? What are the principal causes of the non-payment of the sums due — 

1st. By Immediate Lessors? 

2nd. By Occupiers? 

3rd. By which Class is the principal amount of the Arrears due ? 

4th. What proportion of the Arrears is considered uncollectable at present, and cause 
thereof? 

From the time the collecting books were placed in the hands of the collectors they have 
been uniformly examined and scrutinized every week, with the exception of those of Sir Richard 
O’Donnell, who, from the greater remoteness of his district, it was thought would lose too much 
time in giving a weekly attendance for this purpose ; but his books have been strictly scrutinized 
every second week. Every measure has been adopted to secure the payment of the rate, and 
legal means have been instituted in all cases, except where there existed a fair prospect of pay- 
ment without having recourse to such measures, and where such have been adopted the pro- 
ceedings have been followed up. The principal causes of non-payment of sums due first by 
immediate lessors, have originated in the properties of many of those persons being under the 
Courts, and in such cases the solicitor has been directed to apply for an order. In cases where 
the parties were resident, they have been summoned to the Local Courts ; but the cases were 
postponed, some to succeeding sessions, and, in one instance, until postponed appeals shall 
have been heard at the April Sessions. By occupiers, from a disinclination on the part of 
some, and inability on the part of many of the smaller landholders. The greater part of the 
arrear at present due is by occupiers, from whom we calculate 1000?. may be collected ; and 
that the application by the solicitor to the Courts may produce an equal sum, which will leave 
about 3000?. uncollected, the causes of which must be ascribed to the manifest diminution of 
the means of the rate-payers. 

As to the Existing Debts. — Whether they are of long standing ? whether any legal proceedings 
have been instituted for recovery thereof ? and, generally, as to the financial prospects of the 
Union? the probable progress of the collection of the present and future rates'? and the 
means of providing for the current and future expenses of the Union. 

The portion of debts due by the late Board amounted to about 3339?. 14s. lid., and were 
the accumulation since the formation of the Union to the month of August, 1847. Of these the 
Vice-Guardians paid off 1728?. 0s. Ad. No legal proceedings of any import have been instituted 
for the recovery of the residue, nor of the debts which have been incurred by the Vice-Guardians. 
The financial prospects of the Union are by no means encouraging; nor can a hope be enter- 
tained that the smaller occupiers will be in a condition to contribute much to its future 
exigencies ; a great deal will depend on the spirit the people may display in the cultivation of 
the land ; at present appearances in this way are very gloomy. Sufficient means cannot be 
Calculated on to meet the destitution of the Union. 

(Signed) Wm. Kab Leeky, 

February 6, 1849. Francis Hogreve, 

Vice- Guardians. 



Statement as to the Collection in the Westport Union. 



jj. 

Arrears uncollected, September 29, 1847 .... 1051 

New rate made in the year ended September 29, 1848 . . 7335 

Poundage of such rates, 3s. 1^<?., and 5s. 

Collected during the year ....... 6024 

Uncollected, September 29, 1848 2362 

New rates since made . . . . . . 6503 

Poundage, 3s. Ad. 

Collected from September 29, 1848, to January 27, 1849 . . 3272 

Uncollected, January 27, 1849 ...... 4992 



Westport Union. 
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FURTHER TAPERS 

RELATING TO THE 

AID AFFORDED TO THE DISTRESSED UNIONS 

IN THE 

WEST OF IRELAND. 



Treasury Minute . February 20, 1849. Treasury Minute . 

Write to the Poor Law Commissioners, that my Lords have had before 
them their several letters, submitting in accordance with the instructions con- 
tained in the Minute of this Board, dated 16th ultimo, estimates of the sums See former series. 

likely to be required in aid of the following distressed Unions in the West of 

Ireland : — Ballina, Bantry, Clifden, Galway, Gort, Kenmare, Kilrush, Scariff, 
and Westport. State, that my Lords have also before them letters from the Poor 
Law Commissioners, dated 13th and 17th instant, reporting that the sum of 
3800/. which has been already placed at their disposal, has been issued to dis- 
tressed Unions, and that the demands for further advances are in some cases 
extremely urgent, particularly in Castlebar, Clifden, and Bantry Unions. 

Acquaint the Commissioners, that my Lords will direct Deputy Commissary- 
General Dobree to meet the requisitions of the Poor Law Commissioners for 
grants to particular Unions to a further amount not exceeding 5000/., but as the 
whole sum placed at the disposal of the Government for this purpose does not 
exceed 50,000/., it is absolutely necessary that relief should be afl'orded to dis- 
tressed Unions with the most rigid economy, and under the most stringent 
regulations consistent with the object of preventing disastrous consequences 
affecting human life. 

My Lords desire, that when this sum of 5000/. shall have been expended, 
the Commissioners will report in detail, the manner in which it has been appro- 
priated by them. 

Write to Deputy Commissary-General Dobree, and desire that he will comply 
with the requisitions ol the Poor Law Commissioners for grants to distressed 
Unions in the W est of Ireland, to an aggregate amount not exceeding 5000/., 
and state, that the Paymaster-General will be directed to place that sum to the 
credit of his account at the Bank of Ireland. 

Write accordingly to the Paymaster-General. 



The Commissioners to Sir Charles Trevelyan -.—Feh'uary 23, 1849 

r I directed by the Commissioners for administering the Laws for the Tievely 
Belief of the Poor in Ireland, to acknowledge the receipt of the letter of the 
Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury of the 20th instant, stating that 
their Lordships have had before them the Commissioners’ several communica- 
tions recommending, in pursuance of their Lordships’ minute of the 16th ultimo, 
certain grants to the following Unions during the current month, — Ballina, 
Bantry, Clilden, Galway, Gort, Kenmare, Kilrush, Scariff, and Westport; and 
acquainting the Commissioners that their Lordships will direct Commissary- 
General Dobree to meet the Commissioners’ requisitions for grants to particular 
Unions to a further amount, not exceeding 5000/., and requesting that when 
this sum of 5000/. shall have been expended, the Commissioners will report in 
detail, the manner in which it has been appropriated : and further observing, 

B 2 



The Commissioners 
to Sir Charles 
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that as the whole at the 

5 

in aid of the current expenses of the ™onft, am the SI ’ lm 0 f 36201. had 

as the Commissioners acquamte eu . k rema ining amount recom- 

been advanced already _by *e ‘lommi ,1 * three | mes the amount 

smmssrn 



Ballina . 
Clifden . 
Bantry . 
Castlebar 
Westport 



£. 

800 

400 

528 

500 

500 



£ 2,728 0 0 



"S"? Sf^^^clmand of the Commissioners towards 
ing sums : — 



To Bantry Union 
, , Ballina 
, , Clifden , , 

,, Galway ,, 

, , Castlebar , , 

, , Scariff , > 

,, Westport ,, 



£. 

360 

1,000 

480 

500 

450 

600 

450 



£ 3,840 0 0 



The Commissioners apprehend further demands on them for assistance 

^The 6 Co^missione'r^re^mst will' sanctio„° the grants 

The Com 1 further sum at the command of the Commis- 

^ers P t7e"hem /provide for the effectual relief of the destitute poor 

^ Whh reg C arfto U Te n specified amount of grants for the current wUch 

/rntriTriTssioners in their several communications have recommended then 

amount^of theeSs of the 

collection will be 

made up by the Unions incurring additional debts. 
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If the Unions in question were in a sound financial condition, the Commis- 
sioners would not fear evil consequences from the incurring such debts tem- 
porarily, until sufficient rates could he collected to place the finances of the 
Union on a satisfactory foundation. But in Unions in which it appears utterly 
hopeless to expect that by any exertions sufficient rates can be collected within 
a reasonable period, to liquidate the existing debts and provide for the current 
expenses, it seems doubtful whether on principles of common honesty, the 
Vice-Guardians ought to be permitted to incur additional debts. 

The debts of the nine Unions referred to by their Lordships, and for which 
grants were recommended by the Commissioners, amounted on the 27th ultimo, 
to 83,189/., a sum equal to 3s. 7 d. in the pound on the valuation ; the debts 
on the 29th January, 1848, were only 34,844/. showing an increase during the 
year, of 48,315/. 

The total collection in those Unions for the year ended 29th September, 1848, 
was only 74,053/., whilst the expenses were 232,131/.. so that the present debts 
of those Unions exceed the collection of last year by 9136/., and the expenses 
of last year exceed the collection by no less a sum than 158,078/. 

Under these circumstances, the Commissioners desire earnestly to press upon 
the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, the propriety of placing 
money at the disposal of the Commissioners in accordance with the estimates 
framed by the Commissioners for the requirements of the present month. And 
if the principle of those estimates should not he approved of, the Commissioners 
respectfully request specific instructions as to the principle on which they are 
to frame their estimates for the month of March, and as to whether they are to 
consider their Lordships’ Minute of the 16th ultimo, as being still in force. 



Treasury Minute : — March 2, 1849. 

Write to the Poor Law Commissioners, that my Lords have had before 
them their letter dated the 23rd ultimo, earnestly pressing on this Board the 
propriety of placing a further sum at the disposal of the Commissioners, to be 
applied in aid of the rates in the most distressed Unions in the west of Ireland ; 
and state that their Lordships will authorize Deputy Commissary-General 
Dobree to attend to the requisitions of the Commissioners for grants to par- 
ticular Unions to a further aggregate amount not exceeding 5000/. ; but they 
desire again to call the attention of the Commissioners to the necessity of 
exercising the utmost care and economy in the distribution of that sum. 

Write accordingly to Deputy Commissary-General Dobree, adding, that the 
Paymaster-General will be authorized to place at his disposal at the Bank of 
Ireland, the sum of 5000/., to enable him to comply with the direction. 

Let authority to the above effect be given to the Paymaster-General, desiring 
him to charge the issue to the Commissariat Chest Account. 



The Commissioners to Sir Charles Trevelyan : — February 24, 1849. 

The Commissioners for Administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor 
in Ireland desire to forward herewith, for the information of the Lords Com- 
missioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, copies of reports and estimates received 
from the Vice- Guardians and Temporary Poor Law Inspector of the Castlebar 
Union, by which it appears that the Union is in a most embarrassed state, and 
that the current expenses of this month are expected to exceed the collection 
by about 1638/. The Commissioners have already advanced 500/., and a 
further sum of 450/. will be issued this day ; and the Commissioners request 
their Lordships to sanction a grant to the extent which will cover the excess of 
the expenses over the collection, as the liabilities of the Union are about 
7395/., or 3s. in the pound on the valuation. 

The amount of the rates collected in the year ended 29th September last was 
42 16/., and the amount uncollected on the 29th September last was 58/3/. The 
rates made and collected since that date are shown in the estimates herewith 
forwarded. 



Treasury Minute. 



Castlebar Union. 

The Commissioners 
to Sir Charles Tre- 
velyan. 
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Enclosures. 

Captain Farren to the Commissioners: — February 13, 1849. 

In transmitting the enclosed estimate' of the probable expenses, &c., of the Union for 
the present month, handed to me by the Vice- Guardians in compliance with your letter of the 
3rd instant, I beg to state that I concur with the Vice- Guardians in their calculations of the 
estimated number likely to require relief, the probable cost, &c., and also in the views expressed 
in the report, as to the collection and future prospects of the Union. 

With regard to the estimate: relief to able-bodied men has hitherto been limited to the 
workhouse, but an authority having now been issued authorizing the Vice- Guardians to afford 
that class assistance out of the workhouse, a considerable accession to the relief lists may be 
anticipated ; and, considering that the average number added to the out-door relict lists (in- 
cluding persons discharged from the workhouse to create vacancies) during the last five weeks 
amounted to 650, I do not think, when the extended order alluded to is taken into account, 
that the probable increase is over-estimated at 700 per week, for the weeks ending 24th February 
and 3rd March next. The estimated cost is calculated in accordance with this increase, and the 
total estimated expenses for the five weeks included in the Return are, in my opinion, fairly 
stated at 2349/. 1 Is. 8 d. The estimated amount which can be collected to 27th January, 1849. 
has not been given by the Vice-Guardians. 

The rate collected during the fortnight ended 10th February amounted to 334/. 9s. 11R/., 
viz., week ended 3rd February, 208/. 16s. 4<Z. : week ended 10th February, 125/. 13 s.7\d. The 
average weekly collection, calculated on the average number of weeks the collectors books had 
been in their hands, amounted on 27lh January to 375/. 17s., since which period the tailing oft 
has been very marked. In the week ended 3rd February a decrease of 50 per cent, took place 
as compared with the preceding week, and a further decrease of 38 per cent, occurred in the 
week just ended. The collectors, I am satisfied, are using all the exertions in their power, but 
the opposition is so extensive, and has gained so much strength by the impressions which have 
been formed in the minds of many by the recent decision in the Court of Queen’s Bench, 
alluded to by the Vice-Guardians, added to the inability of some to pay at. all, that I should 
not be justified in assuming a larger weekly collection for the period specified in the estimate 
than the sum obtained during the past week, viz., 125/. or 375/. for the three weeks ending 
3rd March, making, with the amount already obtained (334/. 9.v. lljc/.), the sum of 
711/. 9s. lljrf. as collectable from 29th January to 3rd March, 1849, so that the excess of 
the estimated total expenses (2349/. 11s. 8«Z.) over the estimated probable collection 
(711/. 9s. 1U<Z.) will be 1638/. Is. 8 id. 

The amount, of rate uncollected on 27th January last was 9253/. 12s. 8 </., but it has since 
been reduced to 8901/. 2s. 8| d. 

I have now before me returns of all immediate lessors who have not paid their rates in eight 
electoral divisions, and by examining the returns previously furnished by the collectors for the 
other two electoral divisions, the amount- due in those districts by immediate lessors, may be 
ascertained with sufficient accuracy. The following is the result ; — 

£. s. d. 

Rate due by immediate lessors . . 2446 2 8j 

„ occupiers .... 6455 0 0£ 

Total uncollected . 8901 2 8f 

So that nearly three-fourths of the rate are due by occupiers. 

With reference to the immediate lessors, the amount in the Castlebar electoral division is 
due by 162 persons. In 22 instances only does the amount due by each exceed 3/., and some 
of the items are as low as 2s. 8 d. Eleven persons named in the list for that- electoral division 
are returned as paupers. Copies of these lists shall be forwarded with my weekly report. 
They all show that the collectors have been exerting themselves to obtain the rate. 

In making use of their powers for enforcing the collection against immediate lessors, the 
Vice-Guardians have hitherto confined themselves to directing the collectors to serve 15 days’ 
notices, and to follow up these notices according to law : this authority has been given in the 
cases of 164 individuals ; in a few instances only have decrees been yet obtained, in many the 
period has not yet expired to enable the collectors to summon the parties, and in others when 
brought into court they have been unavoidably postponed. They will be pressed through as 
rapidly as the difficulties and obstructions encountered at every step will permit. 

The collectors’ proceedings have been carefully observed, their books examined, and instruc- 
tions given to them from time to time. Upon this point I can speak with much confidence, 
inasmuch as I have considered it my duty to see these gentlemen myself every week, when 
they have attended at the Board-room for the examination of their accounts. 

With regard to the occupiers, in some instances the holdings are lying waste ; in others, 
the collectors’ visit is useless, without, the presence of constabulary ; in others, the doors are 
locked, and the cattle housed, and it is only after repeated attempts that the collectors can 
make a seizure. Some are totally unable to pay, and, where the ability exists, the disinclination 
still prevails in full force. 

Under all these circumstances, looking to the embarrassed circumstances of some of the 
immediate lessors, the opposition of others, the distress of many of the occupiers, the waste 
holdings, and the general disinclination prevailing, a considerable portion of the rate must 
remain uncollected. The arrears of the former rate brought into the present rate-books 
amounted to 3858/. 11s. 10 hd., making with the rate struck altogether 12,252/. 9s. lit/, to be 
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collected; the Vice-Guardians have estimated that about 8000/. will be obtained, leaving Castlebar Union, 
about 4000/. in arrear. Great as this latter sum appears to be, I am not prepared to dissent 
from the estimate, although if sufficient time be afforded to the collectors, it may be ultimately 
reduced in amount. 

With regard to future rates, those now in course, of collection were struck on various dates 
between 14th November and 2nd December last ; the first warrant was handed to the 
collector on 24th November, and the last on 18th December. The notices of appeals lodged 
against the rates amounted to 144, embracing 717 items of rate, and five townlands in which 
the items were not specified. Many of these appeals were lodged by immediate lessors, and 
the consideration of them was postponed by the barrister until the quarter-sessions in April 
next. In the mean time, every means will be adopted to enforce the collection, in accordance 
with the section of the Poor Relief Act to that effect ; but it may be necessary to recover the 
rate ultimately from occupiers in immediate lessor cases, and as four months from the striking 
of the rate must intervene before any steps can be taken against such occupiers, no notice 
could be served upon them before the month of April ; and a further period of thirty days 
must elapse before the collector would be in a position to enforce the rate. Hence it would 
appear advisable that a new rate should not be struck before the summer, especially when 
the hardships of levying a new rate from persons who have already paid this and former de- 
mands, whilst defaulters escape, and the generally distressed condition of the rate-payers are 
taken into consideration. I therefore concur in the opinion of the Vice-Guardians, that a new 
rate should be so arranged as to come into operation immediately after harvest, and that 
it should be struck early in the month of July, and such a course would afford the present 
collectors sufficient time to obta'in every item of the existing rate and arrear really collectable. 

It is almost unnecessary for me to allude to the liabilities of the Union ; the return speaks for 
itself. I will, however, add, that on the week before last, the Vice-Guardians were obliged to 
disburse sums for the amount of two executions obtained against them for items due by the late 
Board of Guardians; that the Treasurer of the Union holds a decree of the Superior Courts 
for a sum exceeding 600/., due by the late Board ; that a contractor has obtained another for 
upwards of 800/., due partly by the late Board, and partly by the Vice-Guardians for pro- 
visions supplied to the Union; that other creditors are urgent in their demands, and that two 
have this week refused to supply the Union, the one absolutely, and the other unless a gua- 
rantee be given to him for payment of the provisions at the end of the week. 

Under these circumstances” and knowing the efforts that have been made to limit the relief 
to the really destitute, and to detect impositions, and that no exertions have been or will be 
wanting to enforce the collection of the rate, I beg to recommend the Union to the favourable 
consideration of the Poor Law Commissioners, in order that some assistance may be given to 
enable the Vice-Guardians to provide for the mass of destitution now existing in the district. 



The Vice-Guardians to the Commissioners February 1, 1849. 

We have the honour to inform you that the rate collectors lodged with the treasurer, in 
the course of the week, the sum of 159/. 14r. 7d. 

In consequence of the falling off in the collection of the poor-rate, we have not been able to 
meet the engagements we entered into with the contractors, and consequently they have served 
us with letters (which we herewith enclose for your information), declining to supply 
any more provisions ; but on our representing to them that we would apply to head-quarters 
for funds, they have promised to supply us this week with provisions. 

We estimate that the requirements for the week ending 17th inst. will cost about 420/. 

We have handed to the local inspector (Captain Barren) the estimate, and our report 
thereon, for the information of the Lords of Her Majesty’s Treasury. 



The Vice-Guardians, Castlebar Union. 

Gentlemen, Castlebar, February 12, 1848. 

Your order for 33 tons, the amount of this week’s provisions for out-door relief to the 
poor of this Union, has been handed to me; but I regret much I cannot accept of it unless you 
give me a guarantee that I shall be paid its amount this week, together with a fair portion of 
the large sum due to me for the previous supply. 

You accepted my tender for the supply of meal for out-door relief on the 21st of December 
last, up to and ending the 24th March, which tender particularly specified the mode of pay- 
ment. Your acceptance thereof induced me to make large purchases, in order that I might 
be able to carry it out with credit to myself and satisfaction to your Board. Seven weeks' 
supply has now been given you without being paid one shilling for any part of it, although you 
agreed with me to pay monthly. 

I am well aware had the rales come in as you anticipated, you would have been able, in 
part, to make good your agreement ; but as the fact is otherwise, you, of course, cannot sustain 
your promise. The Poor Law rate collection is, I believe, almost a failure in this Union ; the 
law being inoperative in making it compulsory upon all persons rated to pay, and which, I 
believe, has been the means of placing you in your present embarrassed state. Lord Lucan 
(the heaviest rate-payer in the Union) having weakened the power of your collectors in enforc- 
ing the rates, has induced many others to follow his track, who, had that example not been set, 
were willing to pay, and thus the collection is almost become a nullity. The authorities 
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require at vour hands a faithful discharge of your manifold duties, and amongst the most 
urgent is, that no subject shall perish from starvation if it be within your power to prevent it. 
You have strictly attended to that order, but surely the authorities did not contemplate that it, 
should be carried out without having proper provision made to enable you to do so. It is not 
possible they contemplated that a merchant contractor, or any other contractor, would utterly 
destroy himself to enable you to fulfil that law. . 

As I mentioned before, I made large purchases to enable me to sustain laithfully my con- 
tract with you; the liabilities I incurred then are falling due; and the property so purchased 
must be brought to auction if you are not at once placed in a position to fulfil your agreement 
with me. A vast sacrifice must be the consequence of such a proceeding, the food being ot 
that description which few, if any, in the Union consume who are not upon the out-cloor rebel. 
And this fact involves another question — Who is to be at the loss by such a sacrifice . My 
answer is, had you been properly supported, and were you placed in a position to enable you 
to carry out the power vested in your hands, as faithfully as I have carried out my engage- 
ment with you, no loss, no sacrifice of property could or would be the result, and that, con- 
sequently, the Union must meet that loss. . 

Having said so much, I will now conclude by observing, that I am open to any commu- 
nication you may wish to make upon the subject, and if you think it prudent to make an offer 
for this week’s supply, I shall, if at all within my power, endeavour to meet your views. 

I have, age., 

(Signed) Charles Malley. 

N.B. You have on the other side a copy of the tender referred to above, and accepted by 
you. 



Copy of Tender. 

The Vice-Guardians, Castlebar Union. 

Gentlemen, Castlebar, December 21, 1848. 

I propose supplying, carrying, and distributing, at the several electoral divisions of 
the above Union, rve and barlev-meal, of best description, at 9/. 9s. per ton. Cash payment, 
one month after first week’s delivery of each month, until 24th March, 1849. For due dis- 
charge of same, if declared contractor, I propose as my sureties Mr. John Malley of Castlebar, 
and Mr. William Malley of Turlow. 

I am, &c., 

(Signed) Charles Malley. 



Gentlemen, Westport, February 8, 1849. 

I received a letter by this day’s post from Mr. B. Y. Penrose, your clerk, which 
surprises me not a little. I did expect it would have conveyed a handsome remittance to me, 
as I expected from my last letter to you. Mr. Horsman will call upon you next Saturday, 
when I expect you will hand him a cheque for at least one-half of your liabilities to me. 

I was expecting to receive a cheque these last two or three days, so I expect there will be no 
disappointment on Saturday. 

I remain, &c., 

Messrs. Arthur Thomas and T. D. Kelly, (Signed) William Levingston. 

Vice- Guardians, Castlebar Union. 



Gentlemen, Westport, February 3, 1849. 

I 4.M oreatly surprised to hear from Mr. Horsman this evening, that you are only going 
to pay me now 229 1. 18s. 6</. out of so large a sum as 1351/. 4s. 10<Z. ; 824/. 19.v. Ad. out-door 
relief, and 526/. 5s. 6 d. for the use of the house, contracted to be paid at the end of three 
months, and it is now five months and I have not received one shilling from you. Mr. Hors- 
man will be with you on Monday next, and I expect you will hand him at least 500/. ; it was 
understood that I should be paid my three months’ contract for the house, and also for the 
out-door relief, prior to any subsequent contract. 

I remain, &c., 

Arthur Thomas and T. B. JCeih/, Etqrs., (Signed) William Levingston. 

Vice- Guardians, Castlebar Union. 



The Vice-Guardians, Castlebar. 

Gentlemen, Castlebar, February 12, 1849. 

I beg leave to state that I will not furnish the workhouse with brown bread from hence- 
forth, in consequence of you not fulfilling your agreement with me in making monthly pay- 
ments to me for same. Should you pay me for the first month’s supply, as per bill furnished, 
amounting to 186/. 2 s. \ \\d., I would continue; but you not fulfilling your promise according 
to agreement, I decline supplying any brown bread after this day. 

I am, &c., 

(Signed) Michael Healy. 
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Estimate of the Expenses which will probably be incurred during the month of February, Castlebar Union. 
1849, for the support of the Poor, and of Establishment, together with an Estimate of the 
probable amount of Poor Rate which can be collected during the month ; also a statement 
of the Financial Condition of the Union at the close of January, 1849. 









Out-Relief. 


Cost. 


I.— EXPENSES. 


Week 


Total 


Able- 

bodied 


Other 


Total 




Out-Relief. 1 














not Able- 


Relief 


Maintenance. 


Total. 








Families. 


bodied. 


L„U. 












29 Jan., 










£. 


£. 














12,450 




291 


353 




1 . Actual Numbers Rc-J 


18-18. 












lieved, and Cost of Relief | 


27 Jan., 


1,538 




10,163 


10,163 






383 






1849. 
















2. Estimated Numbers likely 
to require Relief, and 
Cost, according to the 


3 Feb. 


1,521 




10,934 


10,934 


116 


286 


402 


0 0 


probable increase or de- 


10 ,, 


1,490 




11,139 








415 




crease in the Numbers 


















and Cost ; the estimated 
Weekly average Cost per 


17 ,, 


1,490 




11,039 


11,039 


95 


315 


410 


0 0 


head lor Ju-Maiutenance 
being Is. 4(/.. and for 


24 ,, 


1,490 


COO 


11,100 | 


11,700 


95 | 


341 1 


436 


0 0 


Out-Relief, 6 id. 


3 Mar. 


1,490 


1,100 


11,300 I 


12,400 


95 | 

1 


361 


456 


0 0 


3. Total Cost for the five weeks for In 


-Maintenance and Out-Relief 




496 j 


1623 J 


2119 


0 0 



4. .AM Estimated Amount of Expenses which will be incurred for Establishment during the Month of) ' , 

February f 230 11 8 

5. Total Estimated Expenses for Relief and Establishment I 9349 11 e 



Note . — The estimated establishment expenses include 116?. Us & 
Month, at the yeariy rate.— also 14/. for rent for the Month, 
other current expenses. Total 230/. 11s. 8 d. 



-eing the proportion of current salaries fur the 
for Temporary Fever Hospitals, and 100Z. for 



II- — Collection of Poor Rates. 



£. «. 

. 12,252 9 



2,998 16 
9,253 12 



5. Total amount of the present Rates with Arrears. 

1. Dates of such Rates, 14th November, 23rd November, and 2nd 
December, 1848. 

1. Poundage of such Rates, 3s. 4 d. 

). Amount collected to 27th January, 1849 . 

). Amount uncollected on 27th January, 1849 ' ‘ 

' ES “ A , momit which ca» he collected from 27th January to) 

3rd March, 1849 " g ee r , . 

!. Excess of the estimated total expenses given above, over the estimated ( Report? ^ 
probable collection ..... 1 

I. Amount of New Rates, if any, agreed upon. 

i. Date when agreed upon. 

i. Date at which such Rates are expected to be in course of collection. 

'• Poundage of such Rates. 

' If ne .''' Rates have not yet been agreed upon, date at which new Rates 
will be agreed upon, 20th February. 

. Date at which they are expected to be in course of collection, 20th 
March. 1 



1 * 



5i 



HI- — Financial Condition of Union. 

1 9. Balance { '' n Trei b surer ’ s lla,lds > if any, on 27th January, 1849 
on iv , . U C UC 10 f ° rmer Treasurer > if any, on 27th January, 1849 . 

20. Debts so Contractors for supplies of provisions on 27th January, 1849 
“*• Debts to Officers for Salaries on 27th January, 1849 

o?' ? e , bt f n ,°! her Prl es / 0r establ 'shment on 27th January, 1849 ' 

23. Total Debts on 27th January, 1849 . QQ . 

24. Total Debts on 29th January, 1848 . * n n > 

In crease, if any, in the amount of the debts since 29th January, 1848 2*595 6 2$ 



156 4 9 
650 0 O 
5,779 9 £§ 
485 16 8 
SO 0 O 
6 2 | 



Report of the Vice-Guardians in reference to the foregoing Estimate 

c 
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« Able-bodied men and their 



eastletarlMon. The increase will probably be of the class denominated 

dependents.” . . . , 

As to m Wkw whether the Collecting Books have 

followed op ti, enforce the payment of the so, ns 
due ? What are the principal causes of the non-payment of the sums due . 

1st. Bv Immediate Lessors? 

thereof? 

The Collectors' Books have been' strictly scrutinised, 
the payment of the arrears. Legal proceec ™» . ,, _ art ; e8 before the magistrates, 

enforce the payment of the rate and _a"eau T , c< f llect0 r S to serve 15 days’ notices in 
^InSr 5 i£ ££& Si of non-payment of sums due are first by Mediate 

“Occupy! many instances have likewise. appeale, 4 

dueTconSer to be unoollectable amount to about 

40 l“a great number of instances inabilhv to pay, and ^Bnatio^'"^ the 

£ tX^Vr*^ " W* 1 00 ”? elled * >" “ , , 

As to tie Existiiui i 

means of providing for the current and future expenses of the Union . 

The existing debts » - 

siderable amount of paupewsm, unless .this D.w be ^^I (o out th e views of the 

Commissioners fen Idminis°.erin P g the Laws for Relief of the Poor, without funds, assisted with 

tillage, as we perceive very little progress mmk.n or^^ £ ^ of the middling class 

with former seasons ; coupling this 'mp° , i(1 t0 waste but hitherto cultivated, the 

of farmers, and extensive quantities country and the precarious condition of 

depressed state of trade generally m this part of £ ~a»try ; «* « V apparently embar- 
business amongst the shopkeepers, Ranged: as to be brought, into 

^I„„Sci^^S.^^^a”ty»u£erah b amount would he 
made available to meet the demands of the Union. 



The Commissioners 
to Sir Charles 
Trevelyan. 



Westport Union. The Commissioners to Sir Charees Trevelyan . Mai cli 1, 1849. 

By desire of the Commissioners for administering the Laws for the t Relief 
of the" Mari, I have the honoor to “ “h ov the nto 
.nation of the Lords Commissioners, of H» .Majesty® of 

*■ o— ns thereon of Mr. 

Bourke, Inspector of the district. 

Enclosures. 

Mr Hograve, ViccGuardiau, to the Comm.ssioeeks : -Febnmnj 17, 1849. 

I have the honour to inform TS 

tions for relief were more numerous tha * ^ ^ out Fdoor relief lists ; and we can- 

** *-» — sin “ my 
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last Report, 16 in number, leaves the present state of the workhouse and auxiliary at 1649 Westport Union, 
persons. 

The lodgments of rate by the collectors were very small, amounting to 149/. 5s. 9 d . ; but 
this sum was principally money which had been collected in No. 4 district for the past 
three weeks and which was lodged by Sir Richard O’Donnell on his return to Westport. 

The lodgments by the other collectors have been very small. Mr. Bourke, of No. 3 district, 
had seized some cattle in the electoral division of Kilmaclasser, when they were at once 
rescued and his men beaten. Mr. O’Malley, of No. 2 district, had also cattle rescued from 
him ; but succeeded, by bringing a large number of men with him, in effecting some few 
seizures. On Tuesday and Wednesday last, Mr. John London, collector of No. 1 district, 

•proceeded to Louisburgh, accompanied by Mr. Morony, R.M., and supported by a party 
of military and some police, for the purpose of enforcing payment of the rates ; but suc- 
ceeded in collecting a small sum, and distrained some cattle of defaulting ratepayers. We 
expected that when supported by a force, more money would have been collected in that 
district than the sum which Mr. London reports ; but he informs us that, in some town- 
lands where he had from 12 to 15 persons rated as occupiers, he only found two or three 
remaining, the rest having gone to America and left their holdings waste. 

Since my last Report, I proceeded to Ballycroy Electoral Division for the purpose of 
holding the usual fortnightly Board for that and Achill Electoral Division, and also to 
make arrangements for placing the able-bodied men to work. The applications for relief 
were numerous, but rejected, for the most part, in consequence of the extensive employment 
given by Mr. Davidson and Sir Richard O’Donnell in drainage works and reclamation of 
land. 1 also attended the depot for meal distribution in that electoral division. 



Observations of Mr. Bourkk, Poor Law Inspector : — February 21, 1849. 

This is a very discouraging account, and I am seriously apprehensive that the 
o-eneral results of attempting to collect from the wretched class of occupying tenants in 
Westport Union will be equally unsatisfactory. The land is subdivided into very small 
holdings, which, for the most part, are held under leases made prior to 1843. 



The Commissioners to Sir Charles Trevelyan : — March 3, 1849. The Commissioners 

to Sir Charles 

The Commissioners for administering the Laws for the Relief of the Trevelyan. 

Poor in Ireland, beg to acknowledge the receipt of yonr letter of the 2nd instant, 
stating that the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury have had 
before them the Commissioners’ letter of the 23rd ultimo, and will authorize 
further issues not exceeding 5000/. ; and again calling the Commissioners’ 
attention to the necessity of exercising the utmost care and economy in the dis- 
tribution of that sum. 

In reply, the Commissioners beg to state that, in their letter of the 23rd 
ultimo, they informed their Lordships that a sum of 2728/. had been advanced 
out of the appropriated but unissued balance of the British Association funds, 
in consequence of the sums placed at their disposal having been exhausted. 

The Commissioners also informed their Lordships that it would be necessary, 
at the close of the week ended 24th ultimo, to issue sums amounting to 3840/. ; 
and the Commissioners stated that they apprehended further demands on them 
for assistance before the close of the week. 

The Commissioners therefore ventured to make application for a sufficient 
sum to enable them to meet these demands, as the sum of 5000/. then placed 
at their disposal would only leave 2272/. available, after refunding the amount 
issued from the balance above referred to. 

In accordance with the Commissioner’s letter of the 23rd ultimo, the fol- 
lowing sums were advanced at the close of the week ended 24th ultimo : — 

£. s. d. 



Bantry 


360 


0 


0 


Ballina 


. 1,000 


0 


0 


Clifden 


480 


0 


0 


Galway 


500 


0 


0 


Castlebar . 


450 


0 


0 


Scariff 


500 


0 


0 


Westport 


450 


0 


0 




£3,740 


0 


0 



These issues left only 1260/. in the hands of Assistant Commissary-General 
Dobree to meet the requisitions of this week. 

C 2 
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Westport Union. 



Treasury Minute. 



Mr. Lewis to Sir 
Charles Trevelyan. 



February 28, 1849. 



The Commissioners felt themselves called upon, however, in order to prevent 
a stoppage of relief to the destitute poor, to advance the following sums 
yesterday : — 



Bantry 


360 


0 


0 


Clifden 


500 


0 


0 


Gort . 


250 


0 


0 




£1,110 


0 


0 


from the Commissariat Office ; and, in 


addition to thes' 


sums from the balance above referred to : 










£. 


s. 


d. 


Ballina 


955 


0 


0 


Castlebar 


450 


0 


0 


Galway 


600 


0 


0 


Westport 


450 


0 


0 




£2,455 


0 


0 



This sum added to the sum of 2728/. previously advanced from the same 
source, makes a total of 5183/., requiring to be refunded immediately ; and as 
the sum of 5000/., now placed at the Commissioners’ disposal, is not sufficient 
to admit of this sum being refunded, as well as to provide for the demands for 
assistance during the ensuing week, ending 10th instant, the Commissioners 
respectfully request their Lordships to place a further sum at their disposal 
immediately, as it will be necessary to make considerable advances in the 
ensuing week. 

The Commissioners have to assure their Lordships that the strictest economy 
will be observed in the distribution of the funds placed at their disposal ; but 
while they are permitted to exercise any discretion in the advance of funds to 
the distressed Unions, the Commissioners think that they would not be justified 
inpermitting the destitute poor of such Unions to suffer extreme privations 
from the sudden stoppage of relief. 



Treasury Minute : — March 6, 1849. 

Write to the Poor Law Commissioners that the object of the communi- 
cations addressed to them recently by this Board, has been to prevent the occur- 
rence of the event to which the last paragraph of their letter refers, viz., “ The 
sudden stoppage of relief,” by impressing upon the Commissioners of Poor 
Law the necessity of the most economical administration of the limited sum 
which has been placed at the disposal of the Government by Parliament. It 
must be obvious to the Commissioners that this object can only be attained by 
restricting the weekly issues within the narrowest possible bounds ; and my 
Lords desire that, in exercising that discretion, which cannot be placed in 
other hands, the Poor Law Commissioners will restrict these issues to the most 
urgent cases only, in which not merely “severe privations,” but the more 
serious consequences of loss of life are to be apprehended. 



Mr. Lewis to Sir Charles Trevelyan: — March 5, 1849. 

I am directed by Secretary Sir George Grey to transmit to you, to be 
laid before the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, the enclosed 
copy of a letter which has been received from the Commissioners for adminis- 
tering the Laws for the Relief of the Poor in Ireland, respecting the sums 
likely to be required in aid of the distressed Unions in Ireland. 

Enclosure. 

Mr. Banks to Mr. Lewis : — February 28, 1849. 

In reference to the Minute of the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty s Treasury 
of the 16th ult., which requires that the Commissioners for administering the Laws for 
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Relief of the Poor in Ireland, shall send through the Home Office to the Treasury, 
previously to the commencement of each month, an estimate of the sums likely to he 
required in aid of the distressed Unions during the ensuing month, forwarding with each 
estimate a detailed statement of the financial condition of each of the Unions referred to in 
the estimate, and reporting the progress made in the collection of the rates in each Union, 
the Commissioners desire to state, for the information of Sir George Grey, that the Unions 
to which advances have been made during the present month are the following, viz. — 



Ballina, 

Bantry, 

Castlebar, 

Galway, 



Westport. 

Scariff, 

Kenmare, 

Clifden. 



The grants which the Commissioners recommended the Lords Commissioners of Her 
Majesty’s Treasury to sanction in the cases of these Unions, were to the amount of the 
excess of the month’s estimated expenses over the month’s collection ; and the Commis- 
sioners accompanied their recommendation with detailed statements of the financial 
condition of the several Unions, and of the progress of the collection up to the commence- 
ment of this month, and estimates from the Vice-Guardians and Temporary Poor Law 
Inspectors of the probable amount which could be collected during this month. The 
grants which the Commissioners recommended the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s 
Treasury to sanction, were as follows : — 



£. s. d. 



Ballina . 




. 4,348 


0 


0 


Bantry . 




. 1,153 


0 


0 


Clifden . 




. 1,688 


0 


0 


Castlebar 




. 1,638 


0 


0 


Galway . 




. 2,549 


0 


0 


Gort 




. 1,179 


0 


0 


Kenmare . 




. 1,575 


0 


0 


Kilrush . 




. 1,954 


0 


0 


Scariff 




. 2,755 


0 


0 


Westport 




. 1,294 


0 


0 




Total . 


£20,133 


0 


0 



The sum which the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury have placed at the 
disposal of the Commissioners is S,800Z., and the Commissioners have exhausted this fund, 
and have applied to their Lordships for a further amount in a letter, a copy of which is 
herewith enclosed. 

As the Commissioners have not yet received the decision of the Lords Commissioners of 
Her Majesty’s Treasury as to the grants recommended, or as to the principle on which the 
estimates for grants are to be made, w ith reference to the establishment expenses, the Com- 
missioners are not in a position to state what amount of assistance is likely to be required 
in the distressed Unions during the month of March. 

The Commissioners are not able to anticipate the exact time at which other Unions may 
call for aid, but the Commissioners are aware that there are several Unions which are only 
enabled at the present time to support the destitute poor, by contracting debts which there 
is little probability of the Vice-Guardians discharging within a reasonable time. The 
Commissioners, therefore, would propose to defer making any calculation as to the amount of 
money likely to be required by the insolvent Unions, until they receive further instructions 
from the Lords Commissioners as to the principle on w'hich such calculations are to be based. 



The Commissioners to Sir Charles Trevelyan : — March 6, 1849. 

I am directed by the Commissioners for administering the Laws for the 
Relief of the Poor in Ireland, to transmit herewith, for the information of the 
Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, a copy of a communication 
which the Commissioners have received from Mr. Auchmuty, temporary Poor 
Law Inspector, relative to the collection of poor rates in certain divisions of the 
Castlerea Union. 



Enclosures. 

Mr. Auchmuty to the Commissioners: — March 2, 1849. 

I beg to state for the information of the Commissioners, that Mr. Dillon Hughes, was 
accompanied by Mr. Richard D’Arcy, a local magistrate, with a sub-inspector, and 18 police, 
for the purpose of protecting him for six days in the electoral divisions of Kilkeran and Glan- 
namodda, while collecting poor rates. Mr. Hughes had also with him a sufficient number of 
carts and horses. I proceeded with the party on Monday and Tuesday, over a large portion of 
each division. We never met at any one time ten people together wherever Mr. Hughes made 
a distress. The people never made use of an angry expression ; I regret to state that there was 
scarce any corn to distrain. I send, for the information of the Commissioners, a return of each 



Westport Union. 



See p. 3. 



Castlerea Union. 

The Commissioners 
to Sir Charles 
Trevelyan. 
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Castlerea Union, day’s proceedings, to show the impossibility of getting in the shill 

D’Arcv is to eive Mr. Hughes a further protection on Tuesday and Wednesday next. I shall 

also -o out A the party. I have further to observe, that the greatest poverty exists in these 
divisions. Mr. D’Arey is the only resident gentleman that gives any employment. Fevei is 
very prevalent in these divisions; as an instance, five persons who owed 1 ales where no had to 
call on Tuesday had fever, the money was given to the collector out ol a window, no person 
would venture into the cabins. 

Mr. Hughes to Mr. Auciimuty : — March 1, 1849. 

I PROCEEDED to tile villages of Ahane, Monejgormly, BMacaiTO,.ond Derreen. on 
Thursday 21st February last; «e got only 41. 10s. ; we distramed 15 sheep, a horse, a cart, 
aiid'a stock of col'll • then weii 17 holding! waste. We went on Frtday, the 23rd, to the v.l ages 
of Screen, Sbankeli, and Miltown ; we only got «. 1 Os. ; we distrained one cow : eight holdings 
waste We went to the villages of Ballaghduff, Kita.ll.gb, 1 inmcat, Ourraghbeg, anil Deny, 
on Saturday the 24th ; we only got about 10 1 . ; there were 12 holdings waste : we distramed one 
cow. We went to Clonkeen and Waldron, on Monday, the 26lh, from that toCreggane, Gurtna- 
geer, Mountkelly. and Clooneun; w. got only 31. 10s. ; 

were 2 1 waste holdings in those townlands. We wanton Tuesday, the 27tb, to Ballyhaid, Nnher, 
Glondoyle, Shumagf, and Mountkelly ; we got 8 1 ; there were etght .tarms waste m these own- 
lards • we distrained 15 head of cattle. On Wednesday we went to Cloonrateda, hnacltanes, 
, and Classaghroe ; we got only 41. 10s. : there were 18 holdings waste on these townlands. 



The Commissioners 
to Sir Charles 
Trevelyan. 



The Commissioners to Sir Charles Trevelyan : March 7, 1849. 

I am directed by the Commissioners for administering the Laws lor the 
Relief of the Poor in Ireland, to acknowledge the receipt of your letter ol the 
6th instant, wherein, in answer to that part of the Commissioners letter ol the 
3rd instant, in which they state “that the strictest economy will be observed in 
“ the distribution of the funds placed at their disposal, but while they are per- 
“ mitted to exercise any discretion in the advance ol funds to the distressed 
“ Unions, the Commissioners think that they would not be justified in permit- 
“ tin 0, the destitute poor of such Unions to suffer extreme privations lrom the 
“ sudden stoppage of relief you acquaint the Commissioners that they are 
to restrict their issues to the most urgent cases only, in which not only severe 
privation, but the more serious consequences of loss of life are to be appre- 

ll6 In answer to your letter the Commissioners desire to state that they do not 
precisely see how the destitute poor of distressed Unions can suiter extreme 
privations from the sudden stoppage of relief, without the serious consequences 

of the loss of life toeing to be apprehended. 

As, however, all general expressions are more or less liable to different inter- 
pretations, the Commissioners desire to place on record what they mean by 
extreme privations from the stoppage of relief. I hey think that if the effect of 
such stoppage is that the destitute poor on the relief lists are without lood lor 
a sin-le day, such persons, in their present notoriously debilitated state in some 
of the western Unions, must suffer extreme privations. And the Commissioners 
must add, that the deliberately permitting them to suffer such privations 
involves a responsibility which the Commissioners think that they ought not to 

1U In connexion with this subject the Commissioners desire to call attention to 
their letter of the 23rd ultimo, in which they request to be mlormed whether 
the Minute of the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty s T reasury, of the 16th 
of January, is still in force, and in which they respectfully request specific 
instructions as to the principle on which they are to frame their estimates lor 
the month of March. , , . , , , 

The Commissioners have only to add, that the funds at present placed at 
their disposal are inadequate for the prevention of extreme privations in the 
western Unions, and the Commissioners consider themselves absolved from any 
responsibility on account of deaths which may take place in consequence ol 
those privations. 



Treasury Minute on the above : — March 9, 1849. 

Write to the Paymaster-General, and authorize him to transfer from 
the Commissariat Chest Account, to the credit of Deputy Commissary-General 
Dobree’s account at the Bank of Ireland, the further sum of oOOOZ., to enable 
him to comply with the requisitions to that extent, of the 1 oor Law Commis- 
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sioners for advances in aid of the rates in the most distressed Unions in the west 
of Ireland. 

Acquaint Deputy Commissary- General Dobree with the above direction. 

Acquaint the Poor Law Commissioners that Deputy Commissary-General 
Dobree has been authorized to make further advances, on their requisition, to 
the extent of 5000/., on the above account. 



Treasury Minute- :• — March 9; 1849. 

Write to the Poor Law Commissioners with reference to their letters of 
the 23rd ultimo and 7th instant, requesting to know whether the Treasury Minute 
of January 16th is still in force, and also on what principle the estimates for future 
expenditure towards the relief of the destitute poor in certain Unions, are to be 
framed ; and acquaint them that my Lords do not consider that any subsequent 
communication from this Board is inconsistent with the terms of that Minute, 
the directions of which were founded on the ground, as distinctly stated in the 
Minute, that “ the distress and destitution in certain Unions must inevitably 
“ lead to a great loss of life, if the produce of the poor-rates to be levied on the 
“ land was to be looked upon as the only means of providing the relief which 
“ was indispensably necessary ; ” and desire, that the estimates of the sums 
requisite for the aid to be afforded to such Unions, may be forwarded as directed 
in that Minute, and state that they must be framed with the strictest regard to 
economy, and with the view of preventing such privations as might probably 
lead to loss of life. 



The Commissioners to Sir Charles Trevelyan: — March 9, 1849. 

By direction of the Commissioners for administering the Laws for the 
Relief of the Poor in Ireland, I have the honor to forward herewith, for the 
information of the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, a copy of 
a report which the Commissioners have received from the medical officer of 
the workhouse of the Westport Union. 

Mr. Burke to the Commissioners: — March 5, 1849. 

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 2nd instant 
relative to the return received on the 24th ultimo, of the number of patients in this 
hospital, along with the number of deaths, amounting to 20, up to the 17th ultimo. 

In reply, and in accordance with the wish of the Commissioners, I enclose again a return 
in columnar form of the ages, diseases, and date of admission of each of these persons 
who have died up to the 24th ultimo. Fever, as will appear, caused the mortality in 
some, small-pox, scarlatina, measles, &c. See., in a few others. 

Amongst the adults, there were also some cases of dysentery terminating in general 
dropsy. But amongst children from two to fourteen years, the mortality from mesenteric 
and abdominal diseases have been by far the greatest. All of this class were almost 
recent admissions coming from Clare Island, and other remote and most destitute parts of 
this wretched unfortunate Union, suffering under a state of extreme attenuation, and 
mostly from extreme debility, without clothing or any other earthly comfort. 

From the condition of a vast number of such cases at present in the workhouse of this 
Union, it is to be feared that mortality will increase rather than diminish ; for such is 
their emaciation and debility, with little or no power of re-action, that diet, no matter how 
generous, cannot effect much, nor can much benefit be looked for from medicine. 

The appearance of fever, which may be expected at the approaching season, will, I am 
confident, add considerably to our bill of mortality, and worse than all, should it. please 
Providence to visit us with Asiatic cholera in the virulent manner that it appeared here in 
1832, I am quite certain it will take them off in hundreds. For such will be the great 
predisposition and susceptibility of the poor under their present calamitous trials and 
broken down constitutions, of being attacked with that frightful and truly formidable disease. 

Amongst the children recently admitted to auxiliary workhouse at the quay, thei-e are 
35 labouring under porrigo, or scald head, of the most inveterate form I ever met with 
during a long and extensive practice. 

These poor children I have taken the precaution of having separated from the healthy, 
as most assuredly, from its highly infectious character, it would in very little time, com- 
municate itself to every child in the house. 

I beg leave, respectfully, to inform the Commissioners that I am only in temporary 
charge of the several workhouses here, during the absence of my son, whose health was so 
much broken down by hard work in the performance of his arduous duties in these work- 
houses, that his medical attendants recommended immediate change of air as the only- 
remedy to prevent any serious inroads on his constitution. 



Castlerea Union. 



Treasury Minute. 



Westport Union. 

The Commissioners 
to Sir Charles 
Treveh an. 
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V^SSS^iSSSSSS^t. 

to relieve the siclt poor under my care. 

Kutoku of Death, in Workhouse during the Week ended February 17th, 1849. 



Patrick Tool . 
Thomas Carty . 
John Tool . 

Judy Gordon . 
Michael Connor 

Catherine Murray 

Mary M'Cormick 
Bridget Cafferky 
Bridget M'Namara 
Mary Gallagher 
Mary Tool. 

Michael Barrett 
Margaret Gallagher 
Patrick Cannon 
Bridget Gibbons 
James Ruddy . 
John Scuffle 
James Brown . 
Patrick Sweeny 
Ellen Hallinan . 



6 th March, 1849. 



Return of Deaths in 



Dysentery .... 
Dvsentery & Marasmus 
Dysentery. . • • 

Fever 

Small-pox, followed by 
dysentery. 

Fever, followed by dy- 
sentery. 

Marasmus 

Dysentery 

Ditto . ' . 

Ditto .... 
Ditto .... 
Ditto . 

Marasmus & dysentery 
Dysentery . • 

Ditto .... 
Ditto .... 
Marasmus 
Dysentery. 

Fever, third relapse . 
Dysentery 



Date of last 
Date of Death. I admission to tin 
1 Workhouse. 



February 11 January 6 



December 16 
September 30 



January IT 



October 31 
January 8 



September 30 
January 17 



September 30 
December 13 



F. Burke, M.D. 



Workhouse during the Week ended February 24th, 1849. 



Patrick Bourke 
Patrick O’Donnell. 
John Hanagher 
Thomas Gallagher 
James M‘Nuly . 
Patrick M'Namara 
Roger Tool 
Honoria Tool . 
Thomas Gibbons 
Moody Tool 
Mary Armstrong 

John O’Brien . 
James Malley . 
Elizabeth Malley 
Patrick Holland 
Martin Kelly . 
Thomas Tool . 

Honoria Gordon 
Honoria Malley 
Austin Brotch . 
Margaret Boyle 
M ary Tool 
Patrick Fadden 
Peter Cunyan . 
Rose Fox . . 

John Flaherty . 
Mary Cannuly . 
Mary Garavan . 

Michael Malley 
James Scuffle . 
Anne Kulty 
Bridget O’Donnell 
. Mary Brotch 
Michael Tool 



Disease of lungs 
Marasmus and dropsy 
Dysentery 
Ditto . 

Ditto . 

Ditto . 

Dropsy . 

Small-pox. 

Dysentery . 

Ditto . 

Scarlatina, followed by 
dysentery. 

Dysentery. 

Ditto . 

Ditto . 

Ditto . 

Ditto . 

Fever, followed by dy- 
sentery. 

Dysentery. 

Ditto . 

Ditto . 

Ditto . 

Measles . 

Dysentery . 

Ditto . 

Ditto . 

Fever . 

Scarlatina & dysentery 
Fever, second relapse, 
followed by dysentery. 
Dysentery. 

Ditto . 

Ditto . 

Ditto . 

Marasmus 
Dysentery . 



Date of last 
Date of Death, admission to the 
Workhouse. 



February 18 



September 30 
November 8 
January 2 
, , 15 

October 26 
January 17 
,, 6 
December 1 1 
January 17 
,, 17 

November 21 

September 30 
January 15 



December 7 
January 17 



,, 17 

,, 17 

December 18 
January 6 
[September 30 
December 31 
January 9 
,, 31 

October 26 
September 30 

January 6 



October 9 
January 17 



5 th March, 1849. 



F. Burke, M.D. 
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The Commissioners to Sir Charles Trevelyan: — March 10, 1849. 

By direction of the Commissioners for administering the Laws for the 
Relief of the Poor in Ireland, I have the honour to forward herewith, for the 
information of the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, an extract 
from a Report which they have received from the Vice-Guardians of the West- 
port Union. 

I am to state that the Commissioners are informed that the contractors attend 
at the workhouse, and that they will not accept an order for provisions, unless 
they are informed that the money has already been actually provided for 
payment to them. 

Enclosure. 

I Extract from the Vice-Guardians’ Report : — March 1, 1849. 

Captain Primrose, Temporary Poor Law Inspector, has lodged to our credit, with 
the Treasurer of the Union, 450/., and also 500/., as advances from the Poor Law Com- 
missioners in aid of the current expenses for weeks ending the 17th and 24th ultimo, 
which was a most seasonable supply, as otherwise the relief to the paupers on the out-door 
lists would have ceased, the contractors weekly requiring a personal promise of payment 
before they will issue the meal on our order, and the funds of the Union derivable from 
rates being inadequate to meet the necessary expenditure. 



The Commissioners to Sir Charles Trevelyan: — Ma rch 13 1849. 

I am directed by the Commissioners for administering the Laws for the 
Relief of the Poor in Ireland, to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
9th instant, acquainting the Commissioners that the Lords Commissioners of 
Her Majesty’s Treasury have authorized Deputy Commissary-General Dobree 
to make further advances, on the requisitions of the Commissioners, to the 
extent of 5000/., in aid of the rates in the most distressed Unions in the west 
of Ireland. In reply the Commissioners desire to refer to their letter of the 
3rd instant, in which they acquainted their Lordships that the sum of 5183/. 
had been advanced to distressed Unions, out of the appropriated, but unissued, 
balance of the British Association funds. And the Commissioners stated that 
the sum of 5000/., placed at their disposal on the 3rd instant by their Lord- 
ships, in addition to a balance in the hands of Assistant Commissary-General 
Dobree, amounting to 150/., was not sufficient to admit of the sum of 5183/. 
being refunded ; and the Commissioners therefore respectfully requested their 
Lordships to place a further sum at the Commissioners’ disposal immediately, 
as it would be necessary to make considerable advances in the then ens uin g 
week. 

The Commissioners beg now to acquaint their Lordships, that since the date 
of the Commissioners’ letter above referred to, the following sums have been 
issued to distressed Unions in aid of the current expenses : — 





£. 


s. 


d. 






Scariff . 


. . 700 


0 


0 


3rd Instant. 


Bailina . 


. . 1,000 


0 


0 


9th 




Castlebar 


. . 500 


0 


0 


10th 




Clifden . 


. . 200 


0 


0 






Galway . 


. . 600 


0 


0 






Kenmare 


. . 350 


0 


0 


13th 




Gort . . 


. . 350 


0 


0 




Scar iff . 


. . 700 


0 


0 


.. 


>> 


Total . 


. £4,400 


0 


0 







Deducting this total from the sum available on the 3rd instant, viz., 5,150/., 
there remains a balance of 750/. only, which, added to the further sum of 
pl ace( l at the Commissioners’ disposal, makes an available fund of 

5750/. 

D 



Westport Union. 

The Commissioners 
to Sir Charles 
Trevelyan. 




The Commissioners 
to Sir Charles 
Trevelyan. 
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Westport Union. 



As the sum of MODI , adv-ed f by the 

of the most distressed Unions in the west oi 

Ireland. , ., , , » a 1 7 th instant, they will be called 

The Commissioners expect that before :ikm ■ ^ under these cir- 

upon to make advances to an amount exceeo _g^ ^ their Lords hips will 
cumstances, the Commissioners res] ^ , T ^ Commissioners, in order 

place a further sum of 5,000/. at the disj above referred to, and 

that they may he enabled to refund the further relief of the 

there will then remain a sumo » • o ,„ eater rt 0 f w hich sum the Com- 

m“s“ upon to° issue before the close of this week. 



Treasury Minute. 



Treasury Minute on the above : March 20, 1849. 

Write to the Paymaster-General and CommLariahGenelS 

the Commissariat Chest Account to e credit j? f t0 enable him to 

Dobree s account at the Bank of Commissioners for advances to 



Gort Union. 
The Commissioners 



to Sir Charles 
Trevelyan. 



The Commissioners to Sir Charles Trevelyan. Match 11, 
by desire of the Crmmiissioners fo, 

the Poor in Ireland, I have the : b t the enclosed Extract 

Mr. Horsley, relating to the Gort Union. 



Enclosure. 






There is no great pressure on the -kho^.bn^I do " upon .tine fact as 

an evidence of the decrease of t ’ eing strictly maintained, and also to 

is mainly owing to the lab out r test 1 in th * home £f, a s „re portal to the grave, 
the applicants for relief lookin_ u P on t t ° t h c workhouse until disease, engen- 

The fact is, the applicants f?Vtfmat°^Lds mto their constitution, that the, 
STii' SSeJ in a moribund state. This is particularly the case mt! 
the’ children and younger branches of the Bundies. 



The Commissioners 
to Sir Charles 
Trevelyan. 



The Commissioners to Sir Chari.es Treveeyan. Match 15 1 

I am directed V £ " S^f * 

Relief of the Poor in to o d ^ ; copy of a report receive 

Lords Commissioners of Hei M ty ^ ^ that the Commas 

from the Vice-Guardians of Tua U Guard;ans under the circumstance 

sioners have advanced 5001. to expenses , and not to pay any deb 

stated to be s applied L“. ^ “"^Treeom^endbhat their Lordships wr 



eni uApcuoTO, mm - — x .v 

now due. ^Vhe Commissioners J' 3 ^ ee ^^ d ^ioners ^herewirii^forward L 

Minute of the 16th January last estimate what further gran 

The Commissioners are unable at present w 
may he required by the Tuam Union. 
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Enclosures. 

The Vice-Guardians to the Commissioners: — March 12, 1849. 

We beg to report that the late collectors, except Mr. Joyce, who is still in Dublin, 
having been subpoenaed there, attended here this day, according to instructions, to meet 
Mr. Murray, the auditor. 

In consequence of their bonds and abstract-boolcs, as well as the rate-books, being de- 
stroyed by lire, we thought it prudent to take up their collecting and receipt books until we 
receive your Instructions, which we have done, with the exception of the books of Mr. 
Hughes, collector for Cummer, and Mr. Pelet, collector for Clonbrun and Dunmore Elec- 
toral Divisions, who decline giving them up. 

The total amount in our treasurer’s hands is 1 16/. 16s. 1 Od . ; in the hands of the 
collectors that attended, according to their statement, 107/., which we have ordered to be 
lodged forthwith. 

We will be called on by the contractors who supply provision for in and out-door relief, 
to pay at least 800/. on account on Wednesday next, our Board day ; 2,200/. is due to 
these contractors, and if we are unable to pay them on account 800/. on Wednesday, we 
fear the supplies will be stopped for both in and out-door relief, they having threatened to 
do so. We had fully expected to have been in funds to meet this demand on Wednesday, 
but have been disappointed by three collectors not making any lodgment for the last week, 
namely, Messrs. Joyce, Hughes, and Pelet. 



Tuam Union. 



Arrears uncollected on 29th September, 1847 .... 6,081 0 0 

New rates made in the year ended 29th September, 1848 . . 12,685 0 0 

Poundage of such rates . . . . . . . . 030 

Collected during the year ........ 14,251 0 0 

Remaining uncollected on 29th September, 1848 . . . 4,472 0 0 

New rates made since 29th September, 1848 .... 12,512 0 0 

Poundage of such rates . 030 

Collected from 29th September, 1848, to 3rd March, 1849 . . 9,987 0 0 

Declared irrecoverable by Guardians 7 0 0 

Uncollected on 3rd March, 1849 ...... 6,990 0 0 



Note.— A small discrepancy appears in the returns from which the above particulars are 
taken. The Union books having been consumed by fire, null prevent corrected returns 
being obtained. 



Mr. Haly to Sir Charles Trevelyan: — March 16, 1849. Mr. Haly to Sir 

Charles Trevelya 

I beg to inform you that the final meeting of this Committee was held 
yesterday. I have this day forwarded a further sum of 1000/. to the Poor Law 
Commissioners for Ireland, to be employed by them, in conformity with the 
resolutions of the Committee passed on the 1st November last, to “such cases 
“ of extreme urgency as may occur in the administration of the relief to the 
“ poor in the more distressed Unions.” 

The British Relief Association may now be considered at an end. There is 
a very small balance in hand, which will be kept for some months, in case any 
claims should be made upon the Fund. Should none arise, this balance will 
be handed over to the Poor Law Commissioners. 



The Commissioners to Sir Charles Trevelyan: — March 24, 1849. The Commissioners 

• •it to Sir Charles 

I am directed by the Commissioners for administering the Laws for Trevelyan. 

Relief of the Poor in Ireland, to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
20th instant, acquainting them that the Lords’ Commissioners of Her Majesty’s 
Treasury have authorized the Paymaster-General to transfer to the credit of 
Deputy Commissary-General Dobree, the sum of 5000/. to be applied in aid 
of the most distressed Unions in the West of Ireland, and, in reference thereto, 
the Commissioners beg to point out to their Lordships, that a sum has not yet 
been remitted in accordance with the request contained in the Commissioners 
letter of the 13th instant, to replace the sum advanced from the appropriated, 
but unissued, fund supplied by the British Association. 

D 2 
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Tuam Union. If an intention exists on the part of their Lordships not to reimburse the 
Commissioners for the advance made from that fund, the Commissioners re- 
spectfully desire that it may he expressed without delay, as contracts are in 
course of execution, which must be met from that fund. 

If, on the other hand, no such intention is entertained, the Commissioners 
submit to their Lordships that the actual reimbursement should take place at 
once, and they request, therefore, that a sum of not less than 10,000/. may be 
remitted next week to satisfy the above purpose, as well as the other require- 
ments of the distressed Unions for the following week. 

An early and decisive answer on the above point is respectfully desired by 
the Commissioners, in order that they may clearly understand their situation in 
reference to the contracts in question. 



Treasury Minute. TREASURY Minute on the above : — March 27, 1849. 

Write to the Commissioners, acknowledging their letter, dated 24th instant, 
inquiring whether it is the intention of this Board to reimburse the sum which 
has been advanced by them towards the relief of the most distressed Unions in 
the west of Ireland out of the fund placed at the disposal of the Poor Law 
Commissioners by the British Relief Association, and state that before my 
Lords can answer this inquiry, it is necessary that they should be informed in 
what manner the fund in question has been directed by the British Relief 
Association to be applied. 



The Commissioners The Commissioners to Sir Charles Trevelyan: — March 28, 1849. 

to Sir Charles 

Trevelyan. The Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor 

in Ireland, in reply to your letter of the 27 th instant, inquiring by command of 
the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury in what manner certain 
funds, placed at the disposal of the Commissioners by the British Relief Asso- 
ciation, were directed to be applied, have the honour to transmit copies of 

their correspondence with the Committee of the Association on this subject, 

which correspondence will furnish their Lordships with the information 
required. 

The Commissioners take the opportunity of again stating that the portion 
of that fund, which was lately advanced by them in anticipation of a Treasury 
grant, had, although not issued, been already appropriated in aid of certain of 
the distressed Unions; and the Commissioners earnestly request that the 
advance so made from that fund may be replaced without delay, in the manner 
proposed in their letter to you of the 24th instant. 



Enclosures. 

The Commissioners to Mr. Haly : — October 25, 1848. 

The Commissioners, &c., have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 23rd inst., addressed to Mr. Twisleton on the subject of the balance of 
12,000Z. still unexpended of the funds of the British Association, which the Committee are 
desirous of employing on the same principle and in the same manner, as far as practicable, 
as that in which the funds of the Association have been during the last 12 months so 
satisfactorily expended, under the superintendence of the Count de Strzelecki. 

The Commissioners desire me to state in reply, that the sum in question can be applied 
with much advantage, to the assistance of some of the Unions in the west of Ireland, and 
that any conditions by which the Committee may deem it right to direct its application 
will be followed. 

The Commissioners desire, at the same time, to point out that an important object at 
this season is to avoid holding out to the Unions in any part of Ireland prospects of ex- 
ternal assistance, which, so far as the Commissioners are informed, are not likely to be 
realized beyond the amount of the present bounty of the Association ; and it appears to 
the Commissioners that the effect of commencing a system of relief like that carried on 
with the funds of the Association during the last 12 months, would be to excite sanguine 
hopes both in the rate-payers and the destitute poor, which would soon result in disap- 
pointment. 

The Commissioners would, therefore, suggest in preference to that course that the sum 
in question should be applied to meet some of the most pressing emergencies which may 
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arise from time to time in the distressed Unions, and they fear that only too many oppor- 
tunities will occur in the coming season, of applying the funds of the Association to pur- 
poses of extreme urgency in the administration of relief to the poor. 

On the other hand, if the Committee should desire it, the Commissioners will be pre- 
pared at once to lay before them a statement of the particular Unions which they would 
recommend to participate in the bounty of the Association, and the specific purposes to 
which the sum granted to each should be applied. 



Mr. Haly to the Commissioners : — November 2, 1848. 

I am directed by the Committee to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
25th October, and to acquaint you, that at a meeting held yesterday, the Committee 
decided that they would accede to the recommendation of the Poor Law Commissioners, 
as expressed in that communication, and passed the following resolution : — 

“ That the recommendation of the Irish Poor Law Commissioners, as set forth in their 
letter to the Committee of the 25th October, supported further by the note of Sir Charles 
Trevelyan of the 28th October, be adopted, and that the balance remaining at the dis- 
posal of the Committee after the final liquidation of all outstanding demands, be placed 
at the disposal of the Irish Poor Law Commissioners to be by them applied to such cases 
of extreme urgency as may occur, in the administration of relief to the poor in the most 
distressed Unions.” 

I am further directed to acquaint you, that the amount which will be placed at the 
disposal of the Commissioners cannot, at the moment, be ascertained with minute accu- 
racy. It is believed, however, that it will be about 12,000/., and it may, certainly, be 
taken at 10,000/. 



Treasury Minute on the above: — March 30, 1849. 

Write to the Poor Law Commissioners, that as the sum placed at their dis- 
posal by the British Relief Association has been appropriated by the Associa- 
tion to the same general object as that for which the Governments grants are 
made, their Lordships do not consider it necessary to replace, at present, the 
sum which has been advanced out of this fund ; but they have directed a 
further sum of 5000/. to be issued to them, for the purpose of giving assistance 
to the most distressed Unions in the West of Ireland. 

Give authority, accprdingly, to the Paymaster-General. 

Acquaint Deputy Commissary-General Dobree. 



The Commissioners to Sir Charles Trevelyan: — March 19, 1849. 

By desire of the Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of 
the Poor in Ireland, I have the honour to transmit for the information of the 
Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, the accompanying extracts 
from a Report which the Commissioners have received from Captain Wynne, 
Temporary Poor Law Inspector, relative to the Carrick-on-Shannon Union. 

Enclosure. 

Extracts from Report of Captain Wynne : — March 10, 1849. 

The sanitary state of the establishment is unfavourable, dysentery and fever are 
increasing, and many of the children getting into a state which appears to be the effect of 
the irreparable injury done their constitutions previous to their admission into house. 

All the children affected with marasmus, nave been admitted within the last eight 
months. I perfectly recollect the hopeless condition of many of these children on admis- 
sion ; they however recovered (apparently), but are now sinking, without any ostensible 
cause. 

So prevalent is disease in the district, that in the application of the workhouse test to 
the class of able-bodied single women during the past week, nearly one-fourth of them were 
found to be sick, or (from the effects of sickness) to be relievable under the 1st section of 
the Extension Act. 

I have observed a considerable agricultural movement in the district within the last week. 
The oat crop already sown exceeds that sown at the same period last year, by, I should say, 
30 per cent. The preparation for the potato crop is very extensive and a large quantity 
of potatoes have appeared in the market. Good seed potatoes may be purchased at from 
3s. to 3s. 6c i. per cwt. All the samples I have seen, are extremely bad for eating. 



Tuam Union 



Treasury Minute. 



Carrick-on- 
Shannon Union. 



The Commissioners 
to Sir Charles 
Trevelyan. 
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Swineford Union. The Commissioners to Sir Charles Trevelyan : — March 24, 1849. 

TheCommis s i° n e rs The Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor 

Trevelyan^ ° S in Ireland, direct me to forward herewith, for the information of the Lords 
Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, a copy of a Report, dated 20th inst., 
received from Captain Hanley, Temporary Poor Law Inspector of the Swinelord 
Union, informing the Commissioners that the contractors had called to state 
that, in consequence of the large sum due to them they would not execute the 
orders of the Guardians for this week’s supplies, and Captain Hanley feared 
that serious consequences were to be apprehended from the extreme destitution 
prevailing in many cases. . 

The Commissioners under these circumstances, forwarded a sum of 350/. in 
aid of the rates, in order to provide for the relief of the destitute poor. * 
The Commissioners request the sanction of their Lordships to grants being 
made to this Union, to such extent as may be necessary to prevent a stoppage 
of relief. , , . , 

The Commissioners annex a statement in pursuance of their Lordships 
Minute of the 16th January last, showing the particulars of the rates collected 
in the Union. 

Enclosure. 



Mr. Hanley to the Commissioners -.—March 20, 1849. 

I beo to inform you that the Messrs. Gallagher, meal contractors, have just called 
on me to state that, in consequence of the large sum due to them, they will not execute the 
orders of the Guardians for this week’s supply, leaving the Union in a fearful state. 

I have requested a full meeting of the Board for Thursday, to consider what is to be 
done under such circumstances, and from the reports of the Relieving Officers and my own 
observation, I painfully feel that serious consequences may be apprehended from the extreme 
destitution which prevails in very many cases. 



Swineford Union. 

Arrears on 29th September, 184/ 

Amount of rate made, from 29th Sept., 1847 to 29th Sept., 1848 . 
Poundage ..••••••••• 

Collected to 29th September, 1848 

Declared irrecoverable ....■•••• 
Remaining uncollected on 29th Sept., 1848 • 

Rate made since 29th Sept., 1848 

Poundage 

Amount collected to 17th March, 1849 

Amount remaining uncollected on 17tli March . 



£• s. d. 

3,337 0 0 

7.182 0 0 
0 3 1J 

6.182 0 0 
255 0 0 

4,082 0 0 
7,213 0 0 
0 3 4 
4,989 0 0 
6,306 0 0 



Ballinrobe Union. 



The Commissioners 
to Sir Charles 
Trevelyan. 




The Commissioners to Sir Charles Trevelyan -.—March 28, 1849. 

The Commissioners for administering the Laws for the Relief of the 
Poor in Ireland, direct me to forward, for the information of the Lords 
Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, a copy of a Report received from 
W. H. Lucas, Esq., the Temporary Poor Law Inspector of Ballinrobe Union, 
stating that the collection of the poor rate for several weeks past has fallen far 
short °of the expenditure of the Union, and the Vice-Guardians have therefore 
incurred debts for provisions alone amounting to more than 4000/. ; that in 
consequence of the inability of the Vice-Guardians to meet these debts, the 
contractors have given notice that they will not continue the supply. 

It appears that it was only on the urgent solicitations of the Vice-Guardians 
that contractors consented to give the supply for the current week. It also 
appears that the Vice-Guardians have promised to pay the contractors on 
Thursday, the 29th instant, and Mr. Lucas is quite certain they will be unable 
to do this from the rates : he also anticipates that the contractors will then 
refuse any further supplies. 

Under these circumstances, the Commissioners have sent a sum of 600/. lor 
the current expenses of the Union, as suggested by Mr. Lucas ; and the Com- 
missioners request that the Lords Commissioners ol Her Majesty s Treasury 
will be pleased to sanction grants being made to this Union to such extent as 
may be necessary, to prevent a stoppage of the relief to the destitute poor. 
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The Commissioners at the same time forward a statement respecting the 
collection of the rates in this Union, in accordance with their Lordships’ 
Minute of the 16th January last. 

Enclosures. 

Mr. Lucas to the Commissioners: — March 24, 1849. 

I have the honour to report to you that the collection for the week ended the 17th 
instant amounted to .2217. 14s. Id., making a total sum collected up to that date, of the rate 
made in September last, of 9,2621. Os. Sd., being 2s. 2d. in the pound on the net annual value 
of the Union. 

The collection of the rates for several weeks past has fallen far short of the expenditure of the 
Union, and the Vice-Guardians have therefore incurred debts for provisions alone, amounting 
to more than 4000/. In consequence of their inability to meet these debts, the contractors 
gave notice to-day that they would not continue the supply ; and it was only on the urgent 
solicitations of the Vice -Guardians that they consented to give the supply for this week. The 
Vice-Guardians have promised to pay the contractors on Thursday next ; I am quite certain 
they will be unable to do so from the rates, and that the contractors will then refuse any 
further supplies. 

The expenses for the week ended, the 17th instant are — 

£. s. d. 



For in-door maintenance 


. 133 0 0 


„ out- door „ 


. .531 .0 0. 


Total . . 


. 664 0 0 


And the numbers receiving relief for the same period 


are — 


In-door . 


. 1881 


Out-door, Section 1 . 


8,589 


„ Section 2 . 


14,523 

23 112 


Total . 


. 24,993 



Being two-sevenths of the entire population of the Union, according to the census of 1841. 
Under these circumstances, 1 am induced to suggest that a sum of '6007. be forwarded for the 
current expenses of the Union. 

I have instructed the collectors to prepare by Monday next, lists of the principal defaulting 
rate-payers in the Union, with the view of ascertaining what steps they have taken in each 
case to compel payment. 

The master appointed on the 15th instant, is using every exertion to bring the workhouse 
into good order, and will, I hope, prove a good officer. 

I have called the attention of the Vice-Guardians to the better and more effectual employ- 
ment of the able-bodied of both sexes, and they have taken steps in accordance with my 
suggestions. 

Ballinrobe Union. 



£. s. d. 



Amount remaining uncollected on the 29th September, 1847 . . 1,386 0 0 

Amount of rates made from the 29th September, 1847, to the 29th 

September, 1848 ........ 25,527 0 0 

Poundage 6s. (composed of two uniform rates of 3s. each.) 

Dates of rates — 15 October, 1847, and 28 September, 1848. 

Amount collected to the 29lh September, 1848 .... 8,533 0 0 

Amount remaining uncollected on the 29th September, 1848 .* 18,380 0 0 

Amount of rates made since 19th September, 1848 (None.) 

Amount collected to the 17th March, 1849 .... 9,680 0 0 

Amount struck off as irrecoverable (not ascertained). 

Amount remaining uncollected on the 17th March, 1849 . . 8,112 0 0 



Note . — A sum of about £558 of the arrears uncollected on the 29th September, 1S48, not 
brought into the rate in course of collection. 



The Commissioners to Sir Charles Trevelyan : — March 28, 1849. 

The Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor 
in Ireland, direct me to acquaint the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s 
Treasury, that the Commissioners have received a report from the Vice-Guardians 
of Roscommon Union stating, that the Treasurer of the Union advanced a sum 
of 2000/., about three months since, which advance was absolutely necessary, 
the Vice-Guardians being unable to provide the supplies required from any 
other source ; that the period' for the repayment of the loan will arrive on the 



Ballinrobe Union. 




Roscommon Union. 

The Commissioners 
to Sir Charles 
Trevelyan. 
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Roscommon Dnion. 3rd April next, and that forthwith the incoming rate will be impounded by the 
— Trpiqnvpr until the amount of his debt is paid. , 

The Vice-Guardians will consequently have no means of supporting 
who «“woor relief from the 3rd April next, to the date when the 
Treasurer’s claim will have been fully satisfied. , t i._ t fu pl- 

under these circumstances the Commissioners have to 
T nr d shins will he pleased to sanction grants being made to the Koscomm 
Union io such eX as may be neclsary, to enable the Vice-Guard.ans to 

^IrCotmil^^a^atement of the collection, required by their 

LoIdlr>“M“tridth 

exertions made by the ipegate rSs of L* in 

? ^ dr the property of 

the Union, on a valuation of 85,873?. 



Enclosure. 
Roscommon Union. 



s. d. 



Amoant of rate remaining uncollected on the 29th September, ^ Q fl 

Amount of rates made from 29tli September, 1847, to the 29th „ „ 

September, 1848 . • • * * ' * " ’ 

Poundage of such rates, 5s. lie?- to 6s. lid. 

Dates of such rates, December, 1847, and January, 1848. 

Amount collected to the 29th September 1848 . • • 

Amount declared irrecoverable, and rebate allowed for prompt 

AmS”“maining uncollected on'the 29th September, 1848 . 

Amount of rate made since the 29th September, 1848 . 

Poundage of such rate, 3s. . 

Date of such rate, 15th December, lo4o. 

Amount collected from the 29th September, 1848, to the 21st ^ ^ Q Q 

Amounmumatning uncollected on’the 2ist March, 1849 . . 7,125 0 0 

« Note . — There appear, to be a discrepancy of £86 in the return, renewed from tic Union 
Clerk, which has not been explained. 



17,848 0 0 



1,939 
* 8,112 
11,035 



Cahirciveen Union. 

The Commissioners 
to Sir Charles 
Trevelyan. 



The Commissioners to Sir Charles Trevelyan -.—March 28, 1849. 

The Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of the ^ Poor 
in Ireland, direct me to acquaint the Lords Commissioners of Ilei Ma] y 
Treasury that the Vice-Guardians of Cahirciveen Union have represented to 
the Commissioners, that the only means of providing for the current and future 
expenses depend on aid from the Government and the Temporary Inspector of 
the Union has recommended a grant being made. . , 

The Commissioners annex the particulars respecting the rates levied in the 
Union in pursuance of their Lordships' Minute of the 16th January last, ahd 
the Commissioners request that their Lordships will be pleased to sanction 
IrLts b™g made to this Union to the extent which may be necessary, to pre- 
vpit i <3for>na° - e of relief to the destitute poor. . ■ . . c 

"Notwithstanding the report of the Vice-Guardians, it is the intention of the 
Commissioners to call on them at once to make new rates in this Union but it 
seems extremely undesirable that in the meantime, a further accumulation of 
debt should be permitted to accrue, even if the' Vme-Gumdians could obtain 
credit, which the Commissioners believe they will not he able to do. 



F.Tjnr.nsuRE. 



Cahirciveen Union. 

Amount uncollected on 29th September, 1848 . 

Amount of rates made to 29th September, 1848 

^ 0lln fhUe&— November, 1847, and August and September, 1848. 

Amount collected to 29th September, 1848 

Amount declared irrecoverable, about ...• 

Uncollected rate on 29th September • • 

Amount of new rate since September, 1848 (none). 



£. 5 . d. 

280 0 0 
6,936 0 0 



3,832 0 0 
154 0 0 
3,230 0 0 
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Amount collected to close of February 
Amount uncollected at close of February 
Amount collected to 15th March . 
Amount uncollected on 15th March 



£. .s', d. Cahirciveen Union. 

2,774 0 0 

456 0 0 
12 0 0 
444 0 0 



The Commissioners to Sir George Grey: — March 31, 1849. 

The Commissioners for administering the Laws for the Relief of the 
Poor in Ireland, have the honour to submit to your consideration, as Her 
Majesty’s Secretary of State for the Home Department, the accompanying 
tabular statement, setting forth the circumstances and prospects of 21 Unions, 
which are likely to require assistance from external sources, in the course of the 



The Commissioners 
to Sir George Grey. 




current year. 

This statement comprises a period of eight months, commencing from the 
3rd March, and ending on the 31st October, 1849, about which time the 
1 8 Unions in the list which are under Vice-Guardians, will according to 
the recent statute, he restored to the management of their respective Boards of 
Guardians. 

The large amount and recent rapid progress of debt, in nearly all these 
Unions, as shown in columns 13 and 14 of the table, is the first circumstance 
to which the Commissioners desire to call attention, with the view of im- 
pressing on Her Majesty’s Government the absolute necessity that a further 
accumulation of debt in these Unions should not be permitted to take place. 
The ordinary consequences of such a state of debt are at all times most dis- 
astrous, resulting in an increase of contract prices, frequently from 25 to 35 
per cent. ; a constantly impending danger of the necessity of reducing or 
stopping relief altogether, through the impatience or caprice of individual 
creditors ; and finally, great injustice to individuals, and a loss of character 
with the public for faith and fair dealing on the part of those immediately 
concerned in the administration of relief. 

At the present juncture, two other circumstances must be regarded as likely 
to make an accumulation of debt in these Unions peculiarly embarrassing. 
One of these is the fact already referred to, that the Vice-Guardians in 18 
of the 21 Unions, leave office on the 2nd November next; the other is the 
expectation, that the Commissioners will be soon called on to carry out from 
time to time the recommendations of the Boundary Commissioners, to form 
new Unions, and new electoral divisions, in that part of Ireland in which 
these Unions are situated; and, in that event, the adjustment of the accounts, 
which will become necessary on the alteration of the territorial limits, will be 
attended with increased difficulties, in consequence of the existence of out- 
standing debts. 

In a recent correspondence with the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s 
Treasury, the Commissioners have been apprised that the funds derived from 
Parliamentary grants, must in no case be applied to the liquidation of debts, 
or to the payment of salaries, or other establishment charges ; but must be 
exclusively used in the actual and direct relief of destitution. The only 
resources, therefore, applicable to the former purposes are, the proceeds of 
such rates as can be levied within the Unions. 

The amount of rates remaining uncollected in the 21 Unions on the 3rd of 
March, was 1 19,686A ; and the amount of debts at the same date, was 163,609/. 
The estimate for establishment charges for the eight months, may be stated in 
round numbers at 60,000/.; the total estimated expenditure for the same 
period being 395,616/. The Commissioners fear, from the official reports 
before them, that the actual proceeds to be realized from the uncollected 
rates, will fall very far short of the amount standing on the books for collec- 
tion ; and in most of these Unions the levy of further rates before harvest is 
deprecated, both by Inspectors and by Vice-Guardians. The Commissioners 
l'eel it, nevertheless, to be their duty to insist on the levy of rates as far as 
practicable, under these difficulties, with a view to prevent the further accu- 
mulation of debt, and to maintain, as far as practicable, the present system of 
relief; but they trust that Her Majesty’s Government will, under the circum- 
stances now represented, take fully into consideration the absolute necessity of 
prompt and efficient assistance being afforded in aid of the rates to be collected 
in the Unions referred to. 
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Mr. Waddington to the Commissioners : — April 8, 1849. Scariff Union. 

I am directed by Secretary Sir George Grey, to acknowledge the receipt Mr. Waddington 
of your letter of the 31st ult., with reference to the financial condition of t0 ,he Commis ~ 
certain Unions in Ireland, of which a list is contained in a table annexed to s ' 
your letter. I am to acquaint the Commissioners in reply, that there are not 
any funds at the disposal of Her Majesty’s Government applicable in aid of the 
rates of these Unions, except the balance still remaining of the 50,000 1. recently 
granted by Parliament lor this purpose ; and as the actual and direct relief of 
urgent destitution is the most pressing object to which such funds can be 
applied, Her Majesty’s Government see no reason, under present circumstances, 
to think that any alteration ought to be made in the directions already given, as 
to the appropriation of the funds derived from the Parliamentary grant. 



The Commissioners to Sir Charles Trevelyan : — April 3, 1849. Shannon Union. 

The Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor The Commissioners 
in Ireland direct me to forward herewith, for the information of the Lords ™ sir Charles 
Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, a copy of a report from Captain reve yan - 
Wynne, temporary Poor Law Inspector of the Carrick-on-Shannon Union, stating, 
that without advances in aid of the rates, the affairs of the Union cannot be 
carried on. Under the circumstances, the Commissioners have forwarded a 
sum of 280/. in aid of the rates, and they have to recommend that their Lord- 
ships will be pleased to sanction grants being made in aid of the rates to such 
extent as may be necessary to prevent a stoppage of relief to the destitute poor. 

The Commissioners beg to forward a statement respecting the rates of this 
Union, as required by their Lordships’ Minute of the 16th January last. 



Captain Wynne to the Commissioners : — March 30, 1S49. 

1 have the honour to direct the attention of the Commissioners to the financial 
condition of the Carrick-on-Shannon Union, as furnished in a late report by me, and by the 
Vice-Guardians, and beg to state, that as it is positively impossible to collect a larger sum 
than 100/. per week, while the weekly expenditure requires 380/., I would recommend that 
the Vice-Guardians should be furnished with funds in aid of the rates, without which I do not 
see how the affairs of the Union can be carried on : money will be required the ensuing week. 



Carrick-on-Shannon Union. 

Amount remaining uncollected on the 29th September, 1847 
Amount of rate made to the 29th September, 1848 . 
Poundage of such rate, 2 s. lid. 

Date, 27th November, 1847. 

Amount collected to the 29th September, 1848 
Amount declared irrecoverable ..... 
Amount remaining uncollected on the 29th September, 1848 
Amount of rate made since 29th September, 1848 . 
Poundage of such rate, 2s. 8 \d. to 3s. 6 id. 

Date of such rate, 14th and 28th October, 1848. 

Amount collected to the 24th March, 1849 

Amount remaining uncollected on the 24th March, 1849 . 



£. s. d. 
3,209 0 0 
8,918 0 0 



7,805 0 0 
470 0 0 
3,852 0 0 
9,537 0 0 



8,046 0 0 
5,343 0 0 



The Commissioners to Sir Charles Trevelyan : — April 3, 1849. The Commissioners 

™ _ . . . . to Sir Charles 

4 he Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor Trevelyan, 
in Ireland direct me to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 30th 
March last, stating that the Lords Commissioners’ of Her Majesty’s Treasury See p. 21. 
have directed a further sum of 5000/. to be issued to the Commissioners for 
the purpose of giving assistance to the most distressed Unions in the west of 
Ireland. 

In reference thereto, the Commissioners beg to acquaint their Lordships 
that the sums placed at the Commissioners disposal have been issued as set 
forth in the accompanying list; and that the balance this day available is only 
1052/., which is not sufficient to meet the requisitions already in the Com- 
missioners’ office. 

k As the sums last issued to the several Unions were mostly for the current 
expenses of the week ended 31st ultimo, the Commissioners respectfully 

E 2 
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renuest that their Lordships will he pleased to direct that a further sum o 
80001 may as early os possible, he placed at the Commissioners disposal, to 
enabletimm to mike grants to ^distressed Unions in aid of the current 
expenses for the support of the poor. 

Enclosure. 

Statement of Sums advanced by Commissariat for Relief of Destitulioa in Poor Law Unions, 
?n 1849. 





NAMES OF 
UNIONS. 


A 0 'f last 
Advance. 


Amount 

previously 

Advanced. 


Total. 






Scariff .... 
Kenmare . . • 

Ballina. 

Westport . 
Clifden. . . • 

Bantry .... 
Castlebar . 
Galway. . • * 

Gort .... 
Tuam .... 
Swineford . . • 

Dingle .... 
Ballinrobe . 
Carrick-on-Shanon . 


£. 

600 

290 

790 

500 

450 

290 

500 

600 

300 

500 

360 

268 

600 

280 


£. 

4,100 
950 
5,040 
1 ,600 
2,300 
1,450 
1,950 
1,700 
1,200 
500 
350 
280 


£. 

4,700 

1,240 

5,830 

2,100 

2,750 

1,740 

2,450 

2,300 

1,500 

1,000 

710 

548 

600 

280 






Total . 


6,328 


21,420 


27,748 




Balance, 3rd April, 1849 . 
Amount authorized . . 




£1,052 

28,800 



Treasury Minute. 



Treasury Minute on the above : — April 4, 1849. 

Write to the Poor Law Commissioners, Ireland, that under the circum- 
stances ^stated by thlm, their Lordships have authorized Deputy-Commissary 
General Dobree to hold the further sum of 5000/. at then disposal. 

Write to the Paymaster-General and Deputy Commissary-General Dobree 

accordingly. 

Kilro.1, Union. The COMMISSIONERS to Sir Charles Trevelyan -._April 5, 1S49. 

Th« Commissioners With reference to the Commissioners' letter • of Sion a 

“ giant to^il^h^Uidon^in^^o^^e^rr^de^endlture^I 

to “ their Lmdships,Ve enclosed copy of a report 
which the Commissioners have received from Captain Eenned^the tempma y 
Tnsnector in charge of the Union, together with a copy of a report of the Vice 
gS»s in which they advert to the financial embarrassments of the 

Union. 

Enclosures. 

Captain Kennedy to the Commissioners:— April 3, 1849. 

Snfa weeUy -t of sk for food alone. This number shows an 

increase of 170 persons on that “ near l y double the number have been 

The increase is accounted for by the fact, that nearly uo possibility of 

evicted, or deprived lof them coie upo/the 

The total number in the workhouse and anxilanes on the dlst March, 

45 discharged Commissioners to some remarkable facts rela- 

in *• workhouse at the present and former 

periods. 
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On the 1st of April 1848, the workhouse contained 1330 persons. Of this number 212 Kilrush Union, 
were able-bodied men, and 240 able-bodied women, and the number of children under two 

JC QiVthe ”mh March, 1849, the workhouse contained 1403 inmates, and of this number 
184 were able-bodied men and 454 able-bodied women, with only 12 children under two 

yC I 1 lind these proportions increasing, and I feel that they demand earnest consideration, 
in connexion with the administration of the law. . . e f 

The workhouse in this Union must ere long become almost exclusively a refuge lor 
deserted women and children, and single women who cannot possibly earn a livelihood. 

Some of these women will, no doubt, eventually be drafted out to America by then 
husbands and friends ; but very many of them are, I fear, finally abandoned by their 

^The mortality for the week amounted to eight only, and of this number two were 
miserable objects, whom I myself had conveyed from the shelter of the market-house of 
Kilrush to the hospital, where they died in a few hours. ... , . „ 

These frightful and disgraceful occurrences might, without explanation, imply neglect on 
the part of the officers of the Union ; the fact, however, is not so. Unfortunates, with an 
illegitimate child or children (an unhappily numerous class m this Union), are inven horn 
door to door, and hunted from house to house in a most unfeeling and unchristian manner. 

They thus wander about in want and nakedness, till overtaken by disease, when they are 
ruthlessly thrust out of their temporary shelter, and generally betake themselves to 
the nearest public or vacant building, where they are ultimately found in a hopeless condi- 
tion. 1 fonvard a Report marked “ A,” of a case ol this sort, which came under my notice 
yesterday. Though it is very mildly stated by the Relieving Officer, the wretched woman 
died almost immediately after admission to the hospital. She was attacked by dysentery, 
and thrust out by the owner of a wretched and dirty lodging. . 

The Commissioners will have observed, that these painful occurrences are becoming more 
frequent in this Union ; and I fear they must continue to increase till the houseless popu- 
lation are absorbed in some manner. . . . T T • \ fViovrt 

On one farm alone, in Ivilmurry (the most miserable district in the Union), where there 

were 73 houses within the last 10 months, there are now but 13 

Notwithstanding the untiring efforts of the Vice-Guardians, destitution and disease are 

011 1^ proceeded. 0 to Kilkee and Carrigaholt, on two days during the P^ week and made 
minute examinations of the temporary hospitals which have been established since the 

appearance of cholera . „ , 

These establishments became necessary more in consequence of what 1 may term cholera.- 
phobia than the existence of cholera itself. Such is the senseless dread of this disease, 
that any wretched creature, afflicted with the very general and '’“ri 8 ’? 1 '; d '*f 

is immediately supposed to be a cholera ease, and thrown out of their dodging , . and myen 
from their own dwellings, by their relations. An instance of this came under my 
observation on Friday last, at Carrigaholt. , ■ , . 

A wretched man became afflicteS with what believe to have been violent dmnhcca, 
was turned out and sent to the temporary hospital where he lmpred and died. 
body in the hospital, and desired it to be removed and interred, as the living were lying 
alongside of it. 1 was told there was nobody to do it, though I was awai 
bodied paupers receive 7s. 6 d. per week each, and a third person, s. 



that two able- 
per week, for 



^'TrallecUheTe men to put the deceased into his coffin, but they refused, alleging their 



3 of the deceased, stood outside the door, but refused 



fear of “ the sickness. 

■ The wife and two able-bodied sous ui me u«,««v,u, ” — : T" 

to perform this last office to a husband and parent: and only when Dr. O Donndl, 
(who accompanied me on my visit), and myself were about to coffin the deceased, two 

^yT“ n SSTA2S “Efnd^keey and, as far as cholera is in 

’Te^linS “e^ffi'lke hospital, and several in their miserable cabins ; and, with 
all due deference to the professional opinion of the medical gentlemen in chaigig Ia«nt 
the belief that there were more cases of diarrhma than of cholera, many cases of which I 

^ThcT locality is miserable beyond exaggeration, and the mortality very great .and veiy 
distressing; but I believe not p-eatev than it has frequently been during n ‘ h “ 

The only” difference is, that the temporary hospital has concentrated it, and teinfied the 

tm ol passing a”cabin, midway between Kilrush and Kilkee, my attention was drawn to the 
case of a yomig woman who Ld been suddenly attacked. I was, as I stated, accom- 
panied by Dr. O’Donnell, and went in to sec her; though he prescribed for hei, and 
afforded her immediate assistance, she was dead, on our return a few houra aitei. 

The case of this woman was, I think, one of undoubted Asiatic cholera. Another lery 
marked case occurred in Kilrush on Saturday. Several cases have ^and^vesfara 
“ Kildvsart ” and “ Kilmurry.” The extremities of the Union, north, east, and west, arc 
infected, while the most probable place for its outbreak, Kilrush, has so far escaped wi i 
a few imported cases. 
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Kilrusli Union. 



Doctor O’Donnell’s suggestions have been adopted by the Vice-Guardians, and every 
prudent precaution taken without creating unnecessary alarm. 

I would deeply regret doing an injustice to any professional man, but I cannot acquit 
some medical gentlemen of creating unnecessary alarm, and increasing it by public state- 
ments of their belief that cholera is “ highly contagious.” 

I enclose two letters marked B and C, which, 1 think, go to prove the justice of my remark. 

A coroner in the district assured me that he had usually calls to hold three or four 
inquests every week on persons who were supposed to have died, or who really did die, of 
starvation, but for the last three weeks he had not had one, all deaths among the poor 
being set down as the result of the cholera. Should this belief continue, this gentleman’s 
office will become a comparative sinecure, as I feel confident (such is the popular panic) 
that a jury could not be found to “ view ” a body while cholera is supposed to exist in the 
district. 

I beg to direct attention to a report enclosed, marked “ D.” I accidentally heard of this 
wretched woman’s state, living in the centre of a bog, in a hut no larger than a pig-stye, 
and directed the relieving officer’s attention to it. He supplied them with what was neces- 
sary, and medical assistance. The hut, which I have since visited, defies description, and 
is unfit for the occupation of anything human. The widow and her family, however, prefer 
it to the workhouse or hospital which I offered to send them to. 

I also enclose a petition, marked “ E,” being one of hundreds which I have received to 
the same purport. This houseless class become more embarrassing daily, and I fear a 
money allowance for lodging, in addition to food, will ere long be forced upon the Vice- 
Guardians. 

The Commissioners are aware of the fact of there being no medical charity or hospital in 
the district, or in the neighbourhood of it, unconnected with the Union ; in addition to this, 
the county grants to all “dispensaries” were stopped at the last assizes. Medical relief 
from these sources will nominally cease in “ J uly,” but it has practically ceased already. 

Fever and dysentery prevail to a very melancholy extent among tho half-naked inmates 
of the over-crowded cabins. 

The whole system of medical relief requires to be put upon some sound and permanent 
footing, as well to save the lives of the poor as the funds of the Union. 

The present financial state of the Union deters the Vice-Guardians from doinc much 
which I think ought to be done, and would be done under other circumstances. The Vice- 
Guardians are indebted to Messrs. Norris and Russell alone in the sum of 6000/. for 



out-door relief; and the contractor for rye and barley meal for the workhouse ( vide paper 
marked F), has refused any further supply on credit. 

Assistance must obviously come from some quarter, if the lives of the poor are to be 
saved ; and I would be misleading the Commissioners, if I led them to expect that this 
Union can be self-supporting (under existing laws) for years to come. 

The amount of the rate just struck which can or will be bond fide collected will little 
more than suffice to pay the existing liabilities, while the present expenditure for out-door 
relief alone amounts to about 565/. weekly. 

Those in receipt of relief’ are half-naked, many houseless, and all hopeless paupers, to 
whom a good or bad harvest is a matter of indifference. 

There is not, nor will there be, any amount of employment to make any sensible dimi- 
nution in the number of unemployed, and consequently, starving poor. I can perceive no 
effort to create such, and whatever may be the inclination, I doubt the ability of owners 
and occupiers to pay for labour at the lowest scale of wages. 

A greater breadth of beans and potatoes is already planted in the Union than farther 
eastward, and all agricultural preparation is in a more forward state ; but the attempts at 
tillao-e, generally speaking, are lamentable, every man trying to complete his own, his 
neighbours and himself giving and receiving mutual assistance, without the employment 
or payment of a single labourer. Their stock naturally partakes of the character of 
their tillage. I saw 50 head of cattle seized and sold for rent on last market day at 
Kilrush, and however incredible it may appear, they did not realize 20s. per head on the 



average ! 

I would earnestly bespeak the Commissioners’ consideration of the state of this Union, 
and especially as to pecuniary assistance. 

The destitution and misery in some districts cannot be exaggerated. 

The scale of relief afforded is sufficient for any temporary purpose, but obviously insuf- 
ficient for the permanent support of a family without shelter or clothing. 

I see hundreds breaking down daily, and becoming prematurely infirm or diseased, and 
the children will be a burden on the dispensaries while they live. 

Unless employment be given in some shape, thousands must perish prematurely, or live 
to encumber the Union as “ helpless ” and “ infirm.” 

I have during the past week been employed on the average fully twelve hours a day. 
My feelings are deeply enlisted in the state of the poor, and 1 will spare no effort while I 
can render any service. 



Mr. Bolan to Captain Kennedy : — March 31, 1849. 

A. I have the honour to report, according to your instructions, that on Saturday, the 

31st March, I received notice from the Rev. Mr. Kelly, P. P., that a woman was in a dying- 
way in the market-house; immediately on receiving the notice, I had her removed to the 
workhouse infirmary, and she lived only a few hours after being admitted. 
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I then went to Simon Gorman’s, at the Glen, where she lodged the night before ; his wife 
told me that her name was Mary Magner ; that she was a native of Kilrush ; had no resi- 
dence, but rambling from place to place ; had four or five illegitimate children by several ; 
lived for some time in Aughagarna, the Kilmacdoon district, and had an illegitimate child 
by a man of the name of Culligan, which little boy was with her. 

She also stated that she eat her supper — stirabout and milk, and appeared to be in good 
health ; in the morning, when she got up, she appeared to be very sick ; she got in dread 
of lodging her any longer, and turned her out of doors the morning of the same day she was 
found in the market-house. 



Mr. Tuite to Captain Kennedy. 

Com e down and give me a full opportunity of doing something for the unfortunate poor 
of this much-neglected place. Cholera is fearfully increased, and likely to do much mischief, 
everything connected with this locality is on my shoulders. I am day and night at work. 
The hospital is in a deplorable state for want of funds, porters, utensils, and, in fact, every 
requisite; as I understand yqp arc near this place, you will be kind enough to come and 
see, and give your full directions. If you do not come, I will have to give up, as I do not 
wish to tamper with the lives of poor creatures without the necessary comforts attached to 
an hospital. 

Mr. O’Grady to Captain Kennedy : — March .°0, 1849. 

I regret to tell you, our town is alive with cholera ; and unless measures be taken, 
and that very speedily, the consequences will be frightful. No persons here seem disposed 
to exert themselves in forming a Board of Health, unfortunately Mr. Blenerhassett is from 
home: indeed, owing to his exertions and those of Mr. Thomas Guinan, the relieving officer, 
the malady lias been warded off this time past. I, for one, cannot feel myself justified in 
appropriating the medicines and funds of the dispensary to those poor wretches, and I 
assure you it is very distressing to me to see them dying before my face, without being 
able to administer to them the necessary stimulants, & c. For God’s sake, come you and 
your brother officer and see what you can do for them. I have just returned from visiting 
two cases that before morning will require coffins. 



Mr. O’Brien to Captain Kennedy : — March 21, 1849. 

According to your orders, I visited the dwelling of widow Collins of Emaldy. On 
approaching, I was met by her son, who remained outside the door. In a dark comer of 
the house was a mother and two children in fever, and a grown girl after fever ; there was 
also a cat tied to a chair to keep away the rats from her bed, as she told me : they are 
getting out-door relief, and are in a wretched condition. 

The Humble Petition of Patt Lumane; 

Sheweth, 

1 hat he has neither house nor home, or place to shelter him ; no person would 
admit him or give him a night s lodging. He has five in family, exposed to all sorts of 
persecution, therefore, he applies to the Board of Guardians to admit him and family into 
the workhouse, to shelter them. 

He was upon out-door relief and had no asylum to eat it. 

To Captain Kennedy. 

Mr. MacMerny to Captain Kennedy : — March 31, 1849. 

I HAVE the honour to inform you that, Mr. Blair and also Mr. Paterson, who sup- 
plied the house with rye-meal and barley-meal, for some time past, have refused to supply 
any more on credit. The bakery should be supplied with one ton of rye and one ton of 
barley-meal for the ensuing week’s consumption. 



The Vice-Guardians to Captain Kennedy : — April 2, 1849. 

We beg to forward, for the information of the Commissioners for administering the 
Laws for the Relief of the Poor in Ireland, our Report for the week ending the 3Lst ultimo. 

The mortality was seven, two of persons admitted two days before. We have not had 
any case of cholera in the house or auxiliaries. 

Ihe lodgments only amounted to 28/. 2s. ; there is no probability of any large payments 
until harvest, notwithstanding our daily attention to the accounts of Pryse and M‘Donnell 
the collectors, we cannot surmount the difficulties we experience, owing to the mode iu 
which the arrears had for years been carried forward ; we purpose to address a separate 
communication relative to the former for the consideration of the Commissioners. 

^ We have already stated the difficulties we labour under from the inadequacy of our 
funds to defray even a small portion of our expenditure. We are now pressed on all sides 
by the several officers for the amount of their salaries : our milk contractors are equally 
pressing, and the expenses attendant on the establishment of temporary hospitals, medical 
staff, medicines, See., add to a great extent to our incumbrances, but these are trifles iu 
comparison with our position with the contractors for bread-stuffs ; we have been unable to 
make any payments to them for a length of time. One contractor, who has for nearly 
three months supplied all the Indian and rye meal for out-door relief, the amount of which 



Kilvush Union. 
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Kilrush Union, is nearly 500/. per week, has intimated to us the impossibility of further supply unless 

a large portion of his demand (near 6000/.) was paid immediately, and another has ceased 

already to honour our order-cheques. The number now on the out-door relief list 
amount to nearly 23,000 ; and should one week’s support to these unfortunate beings be 
withheld, no subsequent supply could remedy the results. We cannot contemplate the 
possibility of our being unable to afford relief without dismay and horror. W e beg to 
assure the Commissioners that we are fully alive to the imperative necessity of making 
the rates as available as the condition of the Union can possibly admit. 

We would have had every part of the Union under the operation of the new rate were 
it not for the difficulties we have stated, which we trust to have surmounted in a few days. 



Seariff and Ennis 
Unions. 

The Commissioners 
to Sir Charles 
Trevelyan. 



The Commissioners to Sir Charles Trevelyan : — April 2, 1849. 

Applications having been received by the Commissioners from Seariff, 
Ennis, and other distressed Unions in which cholera has appeared, for aid to 
enable the Guardians to provide for the treatment of poor persons affected with 
that disease, I am directed by the Commissioners for administering the Laws 
for Relief of the Poor in Ireland, to request that you will be so good as to inform 
them whether in any case of emergency arising from the prevalence of cholera, 
the funds advanced for distressed Unions in Ireland may be applied to 
defraying the necessary expense of treatment of cholera patients, where no 
other funds can be obtained for the purpose. 



Treasury Minute on the above : — April 10, 1849. 

Write to the Commissioners, that before their Lordships can give their 
authority for funds advanced for distressed Unions in Ireland being applied to 
defraying the expense of treatment of cholera patients, it is necessary that they 
should be informed under what arrangements the money would be laid out ; 
what the checks are for securing its proper expenditure, and what amount 
would be likely to be required in any Union in which cholera might happen 
to prevail. 



The Commissioners The COMMISSIONERS to Sir CHARLES TREVELYAN : — April 11, 1849. 

Tm'el ya n!^ I am directed by the Commissioners for administering the Laws for 

Relief of the Poor in Ireland, to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
$th instant in reply to the Commissioners’ inquiry of the 2nd instant, as to 
whether in any case of emergency arising from the prevalence ol cholera the 
funds advanced for distressed Unions in Ireland may be applied to delraying 
the necessary expense of the treatment of cholera patients, and you request to 
be informed under what arrangements the money would be laid out? what the 
checks are for securing its proper expenditure ? and what amount w ould be 
likely to be required in any Union in which cholera might happen to prevail? 

In compliance with your request, I am to state as follows : — 

1. In regard to the arrangements under which the money would be laid out : 
the money would be laid out under the arrangements provided in the 12th 
section of the Nuisances Removal and Diseases Prevention Act, which requires 
the Guardians to superintend and see to the execution of the directions and 
regulations of the Board of Health, and to provide lor the dispensing of 
medicines, and for affording the persons afflicted by or threatened with epi- 
demic, endemic, or contagious diseases, such medical aid as may be required. 
Arrangements may also be made in accordance with the 8th section of the 
Temporary Fever Act, which authorizes the appointment of Committees, 
subject to the control of the Guardians, and which enables the Commissioners 
if they see fit, to dissolve those Committees. 

2. As to the checks for securing the proper expenditure of the money : it is 
to be observed that there are Vice-Guardians or an Inspector in each of the 
Unions referred to in the Commissioners’ letter of the 2nd instant, and the 
accounts will be duly audited. 

3. In regard to the 3rd head of inquiry, the Commissioners are not able to 
frame any estimate of the sum which will be required in any Union wherein 
cholera may happen to prevail, inasmuch as the sum required will necessarily 
depend on the number of cholera cases; and the Commissioners have no suf- 
ficient data for forming an estimate of the number of cases which are likely 
to occur in any particular Union. 

The Commissioners will take this opportunity of observing, that cholera is a 
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peculiarly painful disease, and intense suffering may be experienced by cholera Scariff and Ennis 
patients if they are not promptly and effectually relieved ; and the Commis- Unions ' 
ioners are therefore desirous of pressing the request contained in their letters 
of the 2nd instant, on the favourable consideration of their Lordships. 

In connexion with this subject, the Commissioners forward, for their Lord- 
ships’ information, an extract from a report which the Commissioners have 
this day received from their medical inspector, Mr. Phelan, in which he ~~ 
adverts to the necessity of supplying funds for the treatment of cholera cases 
in Ennis Union. 

Enclosure. 

Extract from Dr. Phelan’s Report, dated 10th instant. 

I should not omit to add, that it appears that cholera has extended into many of 
the rural districts in the county Clare, and 1 hope to he excused for observing that, as 
the Guardians have little or no available funds, my apprehension is, that, unless promptly 
supplied with some to meet the requirements for cholera, many lives will be lost which 
might otherwise be preserved. I fear the same applies to other western and southern 
districts. 

Treasury Minute on the above : — April 13, 1849. 

Write to the Commissioners, that their Lordships concur in opinion 
with them, that in cases of emergency arising from the prevalence of cholera, 
thefunds advanced for distressed Unions in Ireland maybe applied to defraying 
the necessary expense of treatment of cholera patients, where no other funds 
can be obtained for the puipose ; but the circumstances described in Captain 
Kennedy’s Report on the Kilrush Union, dated 3rd instant, as well as former 
experience of the subject, show that great caution ought to be observed in the 
application of public money to purposes of this description. 

My Lords, therefore, desire that when the Commissioners shall be satisfied 
that a case has occurred in any of the distressed Unions to which advances are 
being made, indispensably requiring that a certain portion of those advances 
should be applied to the object of defraying the expense of treatment of cholera 
patients, the Commissioners will name a fixed sum to be appropriated to that 
object, and instruct the Vice-Guardians and Inspector of the Union to expend 
only such sum as may be absolutely necessary within that limit, and their Lord- 
ships also request, that the instructions so given in each separate case of the 
kind may be immediately reported to this Board. 



Treasury Minute. 



The Commissioners to Sir Charles Trevelyan : — April 5, 1849. Castlebar Union. 

By direction of the Commissioners for administering the Laws for The Commissioners 
Relief of the Poor in Ireland, I have the honour to forward herewith, for the t0 Sir Charles 
information of the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, an extract Treve,jan - 
from a report which the Commissioners have received from the Vice-Guardians 
of the Castlebar Union. 

Enclosure. 

Extract from Vice-Guardians’ Report -.—April 2, 1849. 

We regret to be under the necessity of acquainting you that executions from two 
creditors, namely, Messrs. Clcndining, late treasurer, and Thomas Quinn, contractor for 
provisions, &c., to the amount of about 1300/, and costs, will issue in a few days against 
the property contained in the Union workhouses, and of course, unless means be supplied 
to us the property will be sacrificed to a lamentable extent, and we will be left without 
having the means of affording accommodation of any sort to the inmates of the workhouses ; 
you are aware that we have no funds available at our disposal, and no prospect at present 
of having it ; under the circumstances we earnestly hope you will advance the above 
amount in order to enable us to satisfy their claims. 



The Commissioners to Sir Charles Trevelyan : — April 5, 1849. The Commissioners 

The Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor Tre^eiJSr 165 ' 
in Ireland direct me to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 4th instant, 
in reply to the Commissioners’ letter of the 3rd instant, in which the Commis- 
sioners requested that the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury 
would be pleased to direct that a further sum of 8000/. might be placed at the 
Commissioners disposal as early as possible, to enable them to make grants to 
distressed Unions. 

F 
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Castlebar Union. 



In reference to your letter, which states that their Lordships have authorized 
Derratv Commissary-General Dobree to hold a further sum oi 5000/. at the 
Commissioners’ disposal, the Commissioners beg to acquaint their Lordships 
that this further sum, in addition to the balance ol 1052/., available on the 
3rd instant, making a total of 6052/., is not sufficient to meet the requirements 

The^Commissioners beg to subjoin a statement of the amount for which the 



Ballina . 




£. 

. 40 7 


s. 

0 


d. 

0 


Ballinrobe 




. 500 


0 


0 


Bantry . 
Cahirciveen 




. 300 


0 


0 




200 


0 


0 


Carrick on Shannon 




. 300 


0 


0 


Clifden . 




. 425 


0 


0 


Galway . 




. 600 


0 


0 


Gort 




320 


0 


0 


Roscommon . 




. 500 


0 


0 


Swineford 




. 400 


0 


0 


Tuam 




. 620 


0 


0 


Westport 




. 600 


0 


0 


Scariff . 




600 


0 


0 


Dingle . • 




280 


0 


0 


being the amount available 


£ 6052 


0 


0 



In consequence of their Lordships not authorizing the amount requested by 
the Commissioners in their letter of the 3rd instant, the Commissioners are 
unable to issue the following sums which are required for the current week:— 



Ballina 

Bantry 

Galway 

Kenmare 

Castlebar 



£. 5. d. 

413 0 0 
300 0 0 
675 0 0 
270 0 0 
525 0 0 



Total . £2183 0 0 

The Commissioners therefore request that their Lordships will be pleased to 
authorize further issues, to the amount of at least 10,000/., to enable the Com- 
missioners to assist the distressed Unions, on account of their current expenses 
for the direct relief of destitution during the present and the ensuing week. 



Treasury Minutes. TREASURY MlNUTE : — April 9, 1849. 

Write to the Poor Law Commissioners with reference to their letter 
dated 5th instant, that my Lords have authorized Deputy Commissary-General 
Dobree to place a further sum of 5000/. at their disposal for the relief of the 
most distressed Unions in Ireland, and the Commissioners will receive a further 
communication on the subject in the course of a few days. 

Write accordingly to Deputy Commissary-General Dobree, and 
Give authority to the Paymaster-General to transfer, for the above purpose, 
the sum of 5000/. to the credit of Mr. Dobree’s account at the Bank of Ireland. 



Treasury Minute : — April 14, 1849. 

Write to the Poor Law Commissioners, with reference to the letter of 
this Board dated the 9th instant, that my Lords will forthwith authorize 
Deputy Commissary-General Dobree to place at their disposal a further sum oi 
5000/., for the relief of the most distressed Unions in Ireland. 

Give authority to the Paymaster-General to transfer, lor the above purpose, 
the sum of 5000/. from the Commissariat Chest Account to the credit of 
Deputy Commissary-General Dobree’s account at the Bank oi Ireland. 

Write accordingly to Deputy Commissary-General Dobree. 
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The Commissioners to Sir Charles Trevelyan : — April 18, 1849. 

I am directed by the Commissioners for administering the Laws for 
Relief of the Poor in Ireland, to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
14th instant, stating that the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury 
have authorized Deputy Commissary-General Dobree to place at the Commis- 
sioners’ disposal a further sum of 5000/. for the relief of the most distressed 
Unions in Ireland, this being the amount requested by the Commissioners, in 
their letter of the 5th instant, for the requirements of the week ended the 14th 
instant. 

In reference thereto, the Commissioners desire to acquaint their Lordships, 
that the following issues have been made this day on account of the current 
expenses of the week ended 14th instant. 





£. 




d. 


Ballina 


. 895 


0 


0 


Ballinrobe . 


. 417 


0 


0 


Westport . 


. 333 


0 


0 


Bantry 


. 300 


0 


0 


Galway 


. 640 


0 


0 


Gort .... 


. 400 


0 


0 


Tuam 


. 400 


0 


0 


Swineford . 


. 380 


0 


0 


Carrick-on-Shannon . 


. 305 


0 


0 


Cahirciveen 


. 200 


0 


0 


Roscommon 


. 130 


0 


0 


Total 


£4400 


0 


0 



A sum of 600/. also issued this day to Scariff Union, indispensable for the 
current week, makes the total issue 5000/. now placed at the Commissioners’ 
disposal, leaving a deficiency of 368/. of the amount necessary to meet an 
application for aid from Ballinrobe Union of an urgent character, for the week 
ended 14th instant. 

The Commissioners desire further to acquaint their Lordships, that they 
estimate that it will be necessary to make advances for the current week, at the 
close of the week, as follows : — 





£. 


s. 


d. 


Kenmare . 


. 270 


0 


0 


Ballina 


. 825 


0 


0 


Westport . 


. 580 


0 


0 


Clifden 


. 490 


0 


0 


Bantry 


. 300 


0 


0 


Castlebar . 


. 480 


0 


0 


Galway 


. 640 


0 


0 


Gort .... 


. 400 


0 


0 


Tuam 


. 500 


0 


0 


Swineford . 


. 380 


0 


0 


Ballinrobe . 


• 700 


0 


0 


Carrick-on-Shannon . 


. 300 


0 


0 


Cahirciveen 


. 200 


0 


0 


Roscommon 


. 500 


0 


0 


Total 


£6565 


0 


0 



The Commissioners have further to state, that the condition of Ennis Union 
leads them to apprehend that there is a necessity for immediate assistance to 
prevent the suspension of relief in that Union ; and, under these circumstances, 
the Commissioners request, that, if possible, a sum of 7000/. be sent to meet 
the probable requirements of the present week. 



Treasury Minute on the above : — April 20, 1849. 

Write to the Paymaster-General, and authorize him to transfer from 
the Commissariat Chest Account to the credit of Deputy CommissaryGeneral 
Dobree’s account at the Bank of Ireland the sum of 6200/., to enable him to 
comply with requisitions to that extent of the Poor Law Commissioners, for 
advances in aid of distressed Unions in Ireland. 

F 2 



Castlebar Union. 

The Commissioners 
to Sir Charles 
Trevelyan. 



Treasury Minute. 
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Castlebar Union. Acquaint Deputy Commissary-General Dobree with the above directions. 

Acquaint also the Poor Law Commissioners therewith, adding, that the 
above sum is the balance of the sum of 50,000/. granted by Parliament lor this 
purpose. 



Deputy Commis- 
sary-General 
Dobree to Sir 
Charles Trevelyan. 

No. 55 f Originals for- 



Deputy Commissary-General Dobree to Sir Charles Trevelyan : — 
April 25, 1849. 

With reference to your letters as per margin, directing certain 
advances to be made on the requisitions of the Poor Law Commissioners 
for the relief of the distressed Unions in the W est ol Ireland, I have 
the honour to enclose, for the information of the Lords Commissioners 
of Her Majesty’s Treasury, a statement showing the sums so issued during the 
week ending this day, and the total amount appropriated to each Union since 
the 30th January last. 

Enclosure. 

Statement of Sums advanced by the Commissariat under Treasury authority for Relief 
of distressed Unions in Ireland, showing the Amount issued during the week ended this 
day, with the previous Issues for this service, and the Balance remaining at the Credit of the 
Poor Law Commissioners. 




Ennis Union. The Commissioners to Sir Charles Trevelyan:— April 25, 1849. 

The Commissioners The Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor 

to Sir Charles j n Ireland, direct me to forward herewith, for the information of the Lords 

^ e ! elyan ' Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, a report furnished by the Temporary 

--- — Poor Law Inspector of Ennis Union, showing the present position and prospects 
of the Union. 

The Commissioners desire to remark, that the debts of the Union at the 
close of March last, were 1 1,288/., and that the excess of the expenses of the 
present month over the probable collection is estimated at 3,332/., which 
would have the effect of increasing the liabilities, by the close of the month, 
to more than 14,000/., on a valuation of 100,260/., making an average debt of 
2$. 9 hd. in the pound. 

It appears by a report of a Committee of the Guardians of the 5th instant, 
that the rates requisite to pay the debts and provide for the expenditure to the 
29th September next, vary in ten electoral divisions from 4s. to 19s. 3d. in the 
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pound ; and the Committee state their opinion, that, under the present circum- Ennis Union _ 
stances of the Union, such rates could not be collected. 4 

Under such circumstances, the Commissioners have to recommend that their 
Lordships will be pleased to sanction grants being made to this Union to such 
extent as may appear absolutely necessary to prevent a stoppage of relief to the 
destitute poor. 

The Commissioners desire, at the same time, to state, that they will see that 
new rates are made in the Union with as little delay as possible. 

The weekly expenditure is about 1000/., and, having regard to the very 
heavy debts due by the several electoral divisions, principally by those most 
unlikely to realize sufficient funds to defray the debts, the Commissioners 
apprehend that further credit will be refused, and that, in that event, the sup- 
port of the destitute poor of the Union for some time to come will depend solely 
on any grants which Her Majesty’s Government may be pleased to authorize. 

The Commissioners annex a statement respecting the rates levied in this 
Union, in pursuance of the direction to that effect contained in their Lordships’ 

Minutes of the 16th January last. 



Enclosures. 

Estimate of the Expenses which will probably be incurred during the Month of February, 
1849, for the support of the Poor, and of Establishment, together with an Estimate of the 
probable amount of Poor Rate which can be collected during the Month: also a Statement 
of the Financial Condition of the Union at the close of March, 1849. 



•I.— EXPENSES. 


Week 

ended 


Total 

Inmates. 


Out-Rec.iek. 


Cost. 


Able- 
bodied 
Men and 

Families. 


Other 

Classes, 

not Able- 
bodieJ. 


Total 
on Out- 
Relief 


In- 

Maintenance. 


Out-Relief. | 


Total. 


1. Actual Numbers Re- 1 
lieved and Cost of Relief j 

2. Estimated Numbers likely I 

to require Relief, and Cost, 1 
according to the probable > 
increase or decrease in the 
Numbers and Cost . . ) 

1 


1 Apr. 

1848 
31 Mar. 

1849 


954 

1,934 


8,628 

11,335 


9,847 

13,350 


18,475 

24,685 


£. s. d. 
78 0 0 , 

159 0 0 1 


£. s. d. 
503 0 0 

766 0 0 


£. s. d. 
581 0 0 

925 0 0 ; 


7 Apr. 
14 ,, 
21 ,, 
28 ,, 


1,841 

1,852 

1,884 

1,895 


11,365 

11,376 

11,416 

11,4-26 


13,363 

13,367 

13,367 

13,367 


24,728 

24,743 

24,783 

24,793 


150 0 0 
148 0 0 
150 0 0 
150 0 0 


755 0 0 
586 0 0 
570 0 0 
570 0 0 


905 0 0 
734 0 0 
720 0 0 
720 0 0 


3. Total Cost for the four weeks for Iu-Mainteuance and Out-Relief 


598 0 0 


2,481 0 0 


3,079 0 0 
303 0 0 


4. Add Estimated Amount of Expenses which will be incurred for Establishment during the Month oft 
April 1 



5. Total Estimated Expenses for Relief and Establishment 



Note — The estimated establishment expenses include 112/. 13 j., being the proportion of current salaries for the Month, at 
the yearly rate,— also 50/. 10s. for rent for the Month, /. s. d. for temporary fever hospitals, and 139/. 8s- 9<Z. for other 
current expenses, making the Total 303/. 



II. — Collection ok Poor Rates. 

£. s. d. £. s. d. 

C. Total amount of the present Rates (including 2, 33SZ. Arrears ) . . • 17,221 0 0 

7. Dates of such Rate, 23 September, 1848. 

8. Poundage of such Rates on the Valuation, on 14 electoral divisions 

3s. l^d., in 4 divisions 2s. Sid., per £. 

9. Amount collected to 31st March, 1S49 14,148 0 0 

10. Amount declared irrecoverable, not declared, but about . . 150 0 0 

11. Amount uncollected on 31st March, 1849 . .... 2,923 0 0 

12. Total of Nos. 9, 10, and 11, being the Total as given at No. 6 ■ 17,221 0 0 

13. Estimated Amount which can be collected from 31st March to 

28th April, 1849 50 0 0 

14. Excess of the estimated total expenses given above, over the esti- 

mated probable collection . . . . . . . 3 , 332 0 0 

15. Amount of New Rates, if any, agreed upon, Nil 

16. Date when agreed upon. 



17. Date at which such Rates are expected to be in course of collection. 

18. Poundage of such Rates on the Valuation. 

19. If new Rates have not yet been agreed upon, date at which new Rates 

will be agreed upon, 25th April, 1849. 

20. Date at which they are expected to be in course of collection, 25th 

May. 
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ill. 



—Financial Condition of Union. 
, if any, on 31st March, 1849, 



£. 



on 31st March, 1849, Nil. 

> of provisions on 31st March. 



21. Balance in Treasurer’s hands, 

£12 19«. Id. 

22. Balance due to Treasurer, if any, 

23. Debts to Contractors for supplies. - r .. - 

1849. • 0,500 ~ 

24 . Debts to Officers for Salaries on 31st March, 1S49 . • • J 

25. Debts to all other private parties, on 31st March, 1849 . • 1,478 0 

26. Total Debts on 31st March, 1849 (being the Total of Nos. 22, 

23, 24, and 25) 

2*7. Total Debts at the close of 31st March, 1848 . . • • 

2S. Increase, if any, in the Amount of the Debts since the close of March, 1848, 
being the excess of No. 26 over No. 27 



; ,288 0 0 

281 0 0 



Rkport of the Temporary Inspector in reference to the foregoing Estimate. 

As to the Numbers receiving Relief.— Whether the Relief Lists have been strictly scrutinized 
by the Vice-Guardians, from time to time, and generally as to the probable increase oi 

decrease of the Numbers, and in which Class : — , 

The Relief Lists have not been strictly scrutinized by the Guardians, but measures have 
been adopted by the new Board for their revision, which, with the Inspector s assistance, will 
probably prove effectual when aided by the enforcement of out-door work, which will be strictly 

d °With respect to a probable increase or decrease in the numbers, judging from two scrutinies 
I have myself held, and from information derived from sources in which I place confidence, I 
am of opinion that a more effectual scrutiny will do more than prevent an increase in the 

It is an undoubted fact that a large proportion of those who are excluded by sealed order 
from out-door relief are subsisting on shares of the food issued as relief to their fann ies. 

Many deaths having occurred lately among the able-bodied, their families have been trans- 
ferred to Class I., the numbers in which are therefore on the increase. 



As to the Contract and Market Prices of the ordinary Articles of Supplies. 





Contract Price 


Market Price 




Name of each Principal 
Article. 


for each 
Description of 


for each 
Description of 


Obsekvations. 


Article. 


Article. 




In-door. 
1. Oatmeal . 


£. 5. d. 


£. 5. d. 




Per Ton. 


Per Ton. 
12 5 0 


No Contract — neglected. 


2. Indian Meal 


8 8 0 

.. 


9 5 0 
8 0 0 


Contract advertised for. 


4. Rice 


14 0 0 


£14 to £15 




Per 4 lb. Loaf. 


Per 4-lb. Loat. 






54t?. 


5 id. 




6. Milk 


Per Gallon. 

6^d. 


Per Gallon. 
5 d. 


Yearly Contract ends 1st May. 


Out-Relief. 


Per Ton. 


Per Ton. 




1. Oatmeal .... 

2. Indian Meal 

3. Rye Meal .... 


8 14 0 


9 5 0 





As to the Collection.— Whether the Collecting Books have been strictly scrutinized and 
proper measures adopted to secure the payment of the Arrears, and whether legal proceedings 
have been instituted in all cases, and have been followed up to enforce the payment of the sums 
due? What are the principal causes of the non-payment of the sums due. 

1st. By immediate lessors ? 

2nd. By occupiers? 

3rd. By which class is the principal amount of the arrears due ( 

4th! What proportion of the arrears- is considered uncollectable, at present, and 
cause thereof? 

The collecting books have never been scrutinized by the Guardians. .... 

Lecal proceedings have been instituted generally where necessary, in the inferior Courts. 
Some° few cases, and for small sums, where it appeared necessary to appeal to the superior 
Courts, were referred to the solicitor, but no legal proceedings have been followed up to en- 
force payment. 

The principal causes of non-payment of arrears — 

1. By Immediate Lessors, are the absence of some, who, owing to the small sums due, have 
not been sued in the Superior Courts, and the poverty of others, who have no means of pay- 
ment, nor property which might be made available to enforce payment ; and 

2. By Occupiers, their poverty having no stock or other property available ; of these, some 
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are tilling .heir tad, ^ “e Se abandoned, and some held 

* 55" TbSn X-- S «» JL « .he ™* m »« j. 

STi ,% taK when it will be stocked and tilled, and the arrears of rate eventually 

P a ‘ d - *v . , c _ pr cent of the uncollected rate is due by immediate lessors. 

A tw 17 S cent; of the present rate and arrears is uncollectable just now for reasons 
• \ in No 2 P The month of April is an unfavourable month to collect rates, as the farmers 
«o"y selling stool, a. the great fairs in the beginning of May. 

S Debts . — Whether they are of long standing ; whether any legal proceed- 

• A l Wn imrttuted for recovery thereof; and, generally, as to the financial prospects of 
SfunTonNhe probable progress of the collection of the present mid future rates ; and the 
means of providing for the current and future expenses of the Union . 

The debts are not of long standing, having been chiefly incurred since the beginning of this 

relative to a sum of only 4 2I„ about which the Sardians are 
at Taw with a ^former contractor. I am informed that it is not improbable that the late con- 
trattor to whom about 8000 1. are due, will soon commence proceedings for >‘ s r ““™U h 
tr With respect to the financial prospects of the Union, I have no reason to be eve that the 
weekly expenses for the current half year-will be less than during this month , hence— 



Expenses of current Half-Year . 
Debt . 

Repayment of Loan . 



21,989 0 0 
11,288 (» 0 
3,635 0 0 



Total to be provided for current Half-Year . £36,912 0 0 



Seven Electoral Divisions have balances in their favour, and ean pay 
their liabilities for the current half-year, amounting to about . 

Leaving to be paid by the other eleven Electoral Divisions 
Bv the'Rcport of the Committee of Guardians, of the oth instant, 
which I believe to be a true statement of the capabilities of the 
Union, it appears, in calculating the poundage Rate (allowing 
the difference between the old and revised valuations, amounting 
to about one- fifth of the latter), that the eleven insolvent Elec- 
toral Divisions are capable of paying rates which would produce 
a sum of about ••••""'" 



£. 

2,300 0 0 
34,612 0 0 



9,000 0 0 



Ennis Union. 



Leaving a deficiency for the current Half-Year of < £25,612 0 0 

The above seven solvent electoral divisions are capable of paying over and above their lia- 
bilities, 42001, which, if imposed on them, would reduce the deficiency to 21,4121 

With respect to the collection of future rates, there seems no reason to doubt that, if not 
exoSut they will be collected with the same facility as hitherto. A large quantity of land 
is Ming into possession of landlords and lessors, who are in consequence extreme y em- 
barrassed for want of capital to cultivate it, and the more so as much rent is irietmtetably lost, 
and it is to be feared that some portion will remain uncultivated this season. Their circum- 
stoncls must however improve, if not pressed too hard, and the pauperism will dimmish .so 
£ ^eveSually (perhaps next ’year) the Union may support its poor, but its affairs must be 
better managed than at present. 

(Signed) H. H. D. O’Brien, 

April 19, 1849. ” Temporary Poor Late Inspector. 



Ennis Union. 

Arrears of rate remaining uncollected on 29th September, 1S47 • 
Rates made to 29th September, 1848 . . • • • 

Poundage of such rates— 1st. 2s. lid. ; 2nd. 2s. lid. ; 3rd. 3s. l*d. 
Dates of such rates — Sept. 1S47 ; April, 1848; Sept. 1848. 
Amount collected to 29th September, 1848 .... 

Amount declared irrecoverable . • • 

Amount remaining uncollected, 29th September, 184 J 
Rate made from 29th September, 1848, none. 

Poundage — 

Date — 

Amount collected to 14th April, 1849 , . • • • 

Declared irrecoverable . - 

Amount remaining uncollected on 14th April, 184J . 



£. 

1,468 



28,614 0 0 
17,222 0 0 



14,172 0 
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FURTHER PAPERS RELATING to the AID AFFORDED 



Mohill Union. 



The Commissioners 
to Sir Charles 
Trevelyan. 




The Commissioners to Sir Charles Trevelyan : 25, 1849. 

The Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor 
in Ireland, direct me to forward herewith a copy of a report received from the 
Temporary Poor-Law Inspector of Mohill Union on the 17th instant, stating 
that the Vice-Guardians of the Union are without funds, and that from the 
delay which has taken place on the revision of the valuation, they are not likely 
to have funds for some weeks. 

The Inspector further states that the bank has refused any advance, and that 
unless the Commissioners grant an advance, the Union will be most probably 
much embarrassed. 

The Commissioners, under the circumstances of the Union, have to request 
that the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury will be pleased to 
sanction a grant being made to this Union, to such an extent as may appear to 
be absolutely necessary to prevent a stoppage of relief to the destitute poor, the 
weekly expenses being about 300/. 

The Commissioners at the same time desire to state, that they will insist on 
new rates being made as speedily as possible. 

The Commissioners forward the particulars required by their Lordships’ 
Minutes of the 16th January last respecting the collection in this Union. 



Enclosure. 



Mr. Gibbons to the Commissioners: — April 15, 1849. 

I have the honour to report adverting to the state of the Mohill Union. 

I find that the total amount, lodged in the bank for the past week was 201., and that the 
balance appearing in favour of the Union was 81/. 16s. 4c/., and that the amount of the out- 
standing cheques was 193/. 2s. 3d. 

The bank has been applied to by the Vice-Guardians for an advance of 500/. until the new 
rate should be in course of collection, and the application has been refused. 

The meal-contractor has refused a further supply of meal, without cash payment: there is 
upwards of 800/. due to one contractor for meal, and there is a total amount of upwards of 
3,000/. due by the Union. 

Mr. Murphy agreed to supply meal, but stated he would not be in a position to forward a 
supply sooner than a fortnight ; in the meantime a supply of meal was required for the ensuing 
week, and it was only this day (Sunday) that Mr. Murphy was prevailed on to send in a supply 
of 20 tons, and the probability is, that he will not send in a further supply until those 20 tons 
are paid for. 

The Vice-Guardians are without funds, and from the delay which has taken place in the 
revision of the valuation, they are not likely to have funds for some weeks. 

The bank has refused any advance ; therefore, unless the Commissioners grant an advance 
the Union will be most probably much embarrassed. Destitution is increasing, and from the 
number of evictions which daily take place the relief lists may bo upwards of 9,000 before 
July next. 

Persons who were occupiers of land in 1 848, are now in receipt of relief ; and there are 
numerous cases of true destitution applying for relief, but who cannot be relieved, they 
being still in possession of the land. 

I revised the out-door relief for some of the electoral divisions during the past week ; 
every person in receipt of relief in these divisions attended before me, or were accounted 
for as being ill and not able to leave their beds. The ratepayers who were present were 
satisfied that the non-attending persons were sick ; there was not one individual whom I 
could advise to be deprived of relief. The great majority of the recipients are women and 
children. 

I closely examined the statistical portion of the relief lists ; the irregularities I found 
were deserted women being entered as widows ; they had represented themselves as widows 
to the relieving officer, their husbands being in England or America. I advised that all 
such parties should be allowed the in-door relief. I observed that the children in receipt 
of out-door relief were apparently healthy ; the boys particularly, appeared in much better 
health than those in the workhouse. 

In travelling through the Union, I endeavour to acquire all possible information respect- 
ing the crops in progress of sowing, and likely to be sown, and the extent of tillage, &c. ; 
and I have been informed, that there is every appearance of a much greater extent of 
potatoes been planted than what was at all anticipated ; there is also a very considerable 
extent of oats in progress of sowing. 

I am happy to say that some few children have been sent for by their frends in America 
during the past three weeks ; the passage money is paid in America, and the ticket sent 
to the children, but there does not appear to be any means sent to enable them to proceed 
to Liverpool. I was yesterday applied to on the part of six children, whose passage to 
America was paid, but they have not the means of proceeding to Liverpool, or providing 
clothes. There are also two young women whose passage to America is paid. There is 
another young woman on whose part I was applied to during the past week’; it appears 
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her passage to America was paid lor last December, but none of those girls have clothes 

“S^Xo^aTcSSt the workhouse who are to daily expectation of being 
seutt bj the” Sta to America All classes of the destitute appear uute* a = to 
emigrate. Several young women in the workhouse have applied to be instructed in sewing, 
sto, ’also to read and write, fee., hoping to be sent out as emigrants. 



Mohill Union. 



Mohill Union. 



£. 

1,711 

18,129 



s. d. 
0 0 
0 0 



*8,541 

37 

11,262 

8,549 

2,713 



Arrears remaining uncollected on the 29th September, 1847 
Amount of rates made to the 29th September, 1848 . 

Poundage of such rates : — 

Two rates— 1st from 2s. 6 d. to 3s. 

2nd „ 2s. to 3s. 4 d. 

Dates of such rates : — 

1st January to May, 1848. 

2nd September, 1848. 

Amount collected to the 29th September, 1848 

Amount declared irrecoverable . • • • * 

Amount remaining uncollected on the _9th September, 18 
No rate made since the 29th September, 1848. 

Amount collected to the 1st of April, 184.) . • 

Amount remaining uncollected on the 1st April, 183.J . • 

* Note — There arc some discrepancies in the Clerk’s retum. showing the collection for 
the year ended September 29, 1848. The above amount has been taken from the latest 
and best return furnished. 

Enmstymon union. 

The Commissioners to Sir Charles Trevelvan -.—April 25, 1849 Ito toSto w 

I am directed by the Commissioners for administering the Laws for the T ° [evelJ „. 

Relief of the Poor in Ireland, to forward to you to be laid before the Lord 
Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, theen closed copy of a Report which 
then.avrreceived from one of the Vice-Guardians of Ennistymon Union, 
wither with a copy of the documents which accompanied that Report, relative 
XdiSL in which the Union has been placed in conscience of the 
contractor for out-door relief having stopped the supplies. T 

l am also to forward a copy of a Report from Captain Kemiedy Temporary 
Poor Law Inspector, on the same subject, and to state that, in order to meet the 
emergency, the Commissioners remitted 1481 to the Vice-Guardians, being the 
entire balance of the fund of the British Association, remaining in the Com- 

"clmTsLers take this opportunity of again 

attention to the sum of 5183i. advanced from the funds of the Bnta* uAsso 
ciation in the hands of the Commissioners, which has not yet been replace . 

Enclosure. 

Mr Nash, Vice-Guardian, to the Commissioners -.—April 23, 1849. 

I have the honour to report, for the information of the Commissioners for admims- 
taring the Laws for the Belief of P the Poor in Ireland, the very alarming and mhcal jositmn 

^;e^ 

I Rib - an arrangement was entered into between him and the Vice-Guardian, that a tixea. 

SS of the past 

'"The several orders were made at our Board after Mr Bannatyne’s dnpartoe and late 
on Friday the 20tli, I heard here for the first time, that the ears returned to ““ 

were refused meal. My position was critical— it was the distributing day, and 3000 persons 

a Tic‘St^y I d^«dlS'M r . Baunatyne’s man of business to Enni: =, wh «e nto™ I 
exnected within six or eight hours, and apprehending the same results for other pa _• 
the Union, I wrote the letter annexed, and numbered No. 1, and sent it on to Mr. 
for bis signature, desiring it be immediately despatched to Mr. Bannatyne, an^ aD 0 
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-unftfj i,, Union, to Mr. Burke to use all energy, otherwise to provide for the poor at Enmstymon and oilier 



depots. 



‘Mr Bannatyne's man not having returned from Ennis on Friday, I, on my own personal 
obligation, bought up all the meal I could procure m Milltown, and happily, succeeded m 
providing for the wants of that locality, the distributions being continued all Saturday and 

S Tt d Jas t n°ot until 8 o'clock last evening that I received Mr. Bannatyne’s reply, numbered 
No. 2 ; late as it then was, I deemed it my duty, in such an emergency, to proceed clnect to 
Kilrush and have an interview with Captain Kennedy ; and inconvenient as was the hour 
of my arrival, 11 o’clock, Captain Kennedy obligingly afforded me an hours conference, 
and Sis report, in sustainment of mine, will I hope reach tic .Commissioners hj ttos post 
The amount in our Treasurer’s hands to the credit of the Union on -1st instant is 340/. , 
such may properly be termed a fictitious credit, inasmuch as our last outstanding cheque to 
Mr. Bannatyne himself for 500/. absorbs the amount, and leaves us in the cunent week 
without one shilling at command to feed near 20,000 persons. „ 

From perusal of the foregoing Keport and the annexed correspondence with Mi Banna- 
tyne, the 1 Commissioners will observe that the Vice-Guardians could not have anticipated 
such unkind treatment at the hands of Mr. Bannatyne, and that if any fatal results follow, 
on him will rest the responsibility. As, however, regards the supplies of the cunent week, 
which exceed 500/., I. anxiously "and earnestly remind the Commissioners that the Vice- 
Guardians have not one shilling to provide them, and that if, on this and 
Kennedy’s Report, the Commissioners be not pleased to remit to the Vicc-Guaidians by 
Tuesday’s post a sum of at least 500/., to cover our orders at Board on Wednesday next, 
the certain consequence of ’death' by. starvation of thousands in this Union is inevitable. 

With an aid to this amount, and the weekly receipts from our collectors, we could hope 
to carry on the affairs of the Union until after 7th May, when we expect to get m the great 
portion of our rate, and it can be a matter for consideration of the Commissioner whethei 
they give this sum of 500/. as a grant or a loan; but in cither case I cannot urge it m 
terms too importunate to avert the awful consequences that may follow. 

I beg to be excused for this hurried and illegible report. I write it in great huriy on 
my return from Kilrush, having been travelling all night, and after a few hours of rest. 
I mean to join Mr. Bourke, and look after the condition and supplies of the other parts of 



Messrs. Nash and Burke, Vice-Guardians, to Mr. Bannatyne -.—April 20, 1849. 

We were quite unprepared to hear that the car from Milltown, and other localities 
of this Union, returned from Ennis without meal, the carriers bringing back a verbal 
message, “ that so much money was due to Mr. Bannatyne, that he would give no supplies, 
as the money was not sent.” , . ., v •. ., , 

We conceive the arrangement at the workhouse on the 18th instant quite explicit, that 
after the present week all orders should be paid for out of the weekly collection of the late, 
but you must be aware that it was wholly out of our power to send with the orders any 
cheque for the supply of the current week, because that you hold our cheque for 500/., 
which, is likely to absorb the collection of the present week, and having received strict in- 
junctions from the Commissioners to issue no cheques in anticipation of lodgments, we could 
not venture to do so for the present week’s supply. . , f , 

Henceforward, however, you may be assured that each week s supply will be paid for by 
cheque issued at our following board day, and we would hope that after 7th May we may 

be in a condition to reduce your debt to some extent. 

You must be aware of the fearful consequences of stopping supplies without affording to 
the Vice-Guardians due notice of your intention : having received the communication only 
by means of a verbal message, we are led to believe that some misapprehension exists. 

We despatch Mr. Cuffe specially to Ennis, and write this during his absence, hoping that 
he may bring back a satisfactory account. 

Messrs. Bannatyne and Son to the Vice-Guardians, Ennistymon -.—April 21, 1849. 

We have your letter of yesterday's date : in it you attempt to throw the odium of 
stopping the supplies without giving you due notice. We plainly agreed with you last 
Wednesday, that we would wait until May for the money due to us, but that anything 
further should be paid for, as we would not increase the debt. Luckily for us, we have 
also writing to show. Will you look at our letter of the 10th instant to you, and then 
repeat that we did not give you due notice of our intention of stopping the supplies, 

unless we received the sums stated? Believing you to have no preparation for such an 

emergency, we “issued” most of the supplies for the week. Now, as to your stating 
“ that henceforth we may be assured each week s supplies will be paid for by cheque 
issued at the following Board day,” you will excuse us for requiring (of which we gave 
you due notice) that Captain Kennedy’s signature, as Poor Law Inspector and the Go- 
vernment officer, be given to us to this assurance; not that we doubt your veracity or 
good intentions in the least, but we candidly tell you we do not believe in your ability to 
do so. Our cheque is still unpaid. You will, we presume, write on receipt of this to 

Captain Kennedy and the proper quarters, so that we may be prepared to act with 

regard to next week’s supply, and that you will not again state you had full notice. Wc 
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again assure you, that if we were not well aware of the frightful misery it would cause, Banistymon Union, 
wo would not have furnished this week's supply, as it has put us about considerably ; 
and we are aware, from experience, how coolly Government consider the debts due to 
contractors, making no allowance for them. 

Capt. Kennedy to the Commissioners -.—April 23/1849. 

I have the honour to inform you that Mr. Nash, one of the Vice- Guardians of 
Ennistymon, called upon me at a late hour last night, to state that Mr. Bannatyne, their 
food contractor, had stopped the supplies, notwithstanding a distinct understanding to the 
contrary, entered into before me at Ennistymon on Wednesday last. Mr. Nash will state 
the particulars of this matter. The position of the Union at this moment is most 
alarming. Wednesday is their issue day, and a considerable portion of the out-door 
paupers have been without food during Friday, Saturday, and Sunday. The Vice-Guar- 
dians improperly anticipated their last week’s collection, by giving a cheque to Mr. 

JBannatyne, and they are now without funds, food, or credit. 

I have, under these grave circumstances, taken upon myself the responsibility of recom- 
mending the Vice-Guardians to purchase food in smalls, wherever it can be had, with a 
promise of cash payment on Saturday next. This engagement they cannot, however, 
perform without an advance or loan from some quarter. I would, therefore, earnestly 
suggest to the Commissioners the necessity of transmitting 500/. without delay, to save 
the lives of the people. This amount will get over this week’s difficulties, and enable the 
Vice- Guardians to go into the market with cash for their supplies for some weeks to come, 
without further assistance. 

I may add that Mr. Nash fortunately procured supplies for the Milltown house on his 
own personal credit, and where a stoppage of food, even for one day, would have been 
attended with most disastrous consequences. 

Mr. Nash’s promptitude under these very trying circumstances is highly commendable. 



The Commissioners to Sir Charles Trevelyan: — April 25, 1849. The Commissioners 

... . , , T c to Sir Charles 

I am directed by the Commissioners for admimstermg the Laws lor Trevelyan. 

Relief of the Poor in Ireland to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
20th instant, in reply to the Commissioners’ application of the 18th instant, for 
a further sum of 7,000/., in which you state that the Lords Commissioners of 
Her Majesty’s Treasury had authorized a further sum of 6200/. to be placed at 
the Commissioners’ disposal, being the balance of the 50,000/. granted by 
Parliament. 

The Commissioners now desire to acquaint their Lordships that the amounts 
appearing necessary to be advanced to the distressed Unions, which were in 
most of the cases applicable to the expenses of the week ending the 21st 
instant, make an aggregate total of 7203/. ; but, in consequence of having only 
6200/. placed at their disposal, the Commissioners were compelled to issue 
that sum only. They were therefore obliged to deduct a sum of 1003/. from 
the amounts appearing necessary for the several Unions, by a per centage 
deduction from each. 

The Commissioners subjoin a statement, showing the amount required in 
each case; the amount sent; and the amount deducted from the week’s 
estimate. 



NAME 
OF UNION. 


Amount 
required for 
the Week. 


Amount 


Amount 
deducted 
from the 
Estimate for 
the Week. 




£. 


£. 


£■ 


Ballina .... 


S20 


700 


120 


Ballinrobe . 


1,148 


1,034 


114 


Bantry .... 


315 


26S 


4 l 


Castlebar . 


525 


44 S 


n 


Clifden .... 


450 


384 


66 


Galwav. 


660 


563 


97 


Gort .... 


310 


265 


45 


Kcnniare . 


2S5 


243 


42 


Roscommon 


480 


409 


71 


Swineford . 


3S0 


324 


56 


Scariff .... 


600 


512 


ss 


Tuam .... 


400 


342 


5S 


Westport . 


5 SO 


495 


S5 


Dingle .... 


250 


213 


37 


Total . 


7,203 


6,200 


1,003 
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Ennistymon Union. 



Kilrush Union. 

The Commissione 
to Sir Charles 
Trevelyan. 



44 FURTHER PAPERS RELATING to the AID AFFORDED 

The Commissioners further desire to acquaint their Lordships, that the 
amounts which the Commissioners estimate will be necessary to piovide i n 
the prelf week's requirements, and the deficiency, on the grants for the last 
... — ..onniwimpnk ai’P J1S follows: 



Ballina . 

Ballinrohe 
Bantry . 

Castlebar 
Clifden . 

Galway . 

Gort 

Kenmare 
Roscommon 
Swineford 
Westport 
Tuam . 

Scariff . 

Dingle . 

Carrick-on 
Cahirciveen 
Mohill . 

Ennis . 

Cholera (estimated) 

Total . 



■Shannoi 



Estimated 
Amount 
Week ending 
28th April, 
1849. 


Deficiency 
in Amount 
of Grant sent 
for the I 

ireviousWcek. 


£. 


£. 


820 


120 


780 


114 


315 


47 


525 


71 


450 


66 


660 


97 


400 


45 


2S5 


42 


480 


71 


380 


56 


580 


85 


400 


58 


600 


88 


250 


37 


300 




200 




300 




800 




500 


— 


9,025 


| 1,003' 



ding I 
28th April, 
1849. 



894 

362 

602 

516 

157 

445 

327 

551 

436 

665 

458 

688 

287 

300 

200 

300 

800 

500 



In reference to the Unions of Ennis and IViomu, me AT ~ 

refer to their communications of this date, recommending, a grant to these 

Commissioners request that their Lordships will be pleased to place a 
further sum at their disposal, to enable them to meet the requirements of the 
present week, estimated as above at 10,028(. 



The Commissioners to Sir Charles Trevelyan :—April 26, 1849. 

' Adverting to the letter addressed by the Commissioners to the Lords 

Commissioners of Her Majesty's Treasury on the 25th instant, requesting a 
sum of 10,0281. to enable the Commissioners to assist certain 
at the close of the current week, the Commissioners for administering the Laws 
for Relief of the Poor in Ireland, direct me to forward herewith, for the 
information of their Lordships a copy of a Report received this day from the 
Vice-Guardians of the Kilrush Union, stating that they have no means to 
procure food for the support of the pool- beyond Saturday the 28th instant 
Tii,.. Commissioners were in hopes that the Vice-Guardians might have been 
enSed tJ “e W Z poo^rates, sufficient to enable them to contmue 
relief in the Union, for at least a short time to come ; but under the cn cum- 
stances set forth in the Report herewith sent, the Commissioners feel that they 
have no alternative, but to request, in addition to the sum requested on the 25th 
instant, a sum of 7001. to enable them to assist the Vice-Guardians of Kilrush 

Ul The Commissioners tiling apprehensive lest a stoppage of relief may ensue if 
no aid is given, have informed the Vice-Guardians that they have no funds at 
present at their disposal, but have applied to their 
funds to enable them to give snch assistance as may be absolutely 

The Commissioners desire to remark that the debts of the Union at tne 
present time, appear to exceed 15,0001, being more than os. m the ]»und on the 
valuation viz. 59,4491, and although a new rate - is about to lie collectca 
amounting to 10,0001 exclusive of arrears, yet the Vice-Guardians have stated, 
that only a small amount can he calculated on before harvest. 
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Enclosure. ^ 

The Vice-Guardians to the Commissioners : — A]jril24, 1849. 

We have the honour to forward, for the information of the Commissioners for Ad- 
ministering the Laws for Relief of the Poor in Ireland, our Report for the week ending 
21st instant. , . c ., 

Notwithstanding the prevalence of cholera and diarrhoea m a most dangerous form, the 
sanitary position of the workhouse and the auxiliary houses continues highly satisfactory ; 
the mortality in all for the week was 10. We would wish it were in our power to make a 
similar statement as to the condition of the people at large through the Union ; but with 
the deepest regret we are obliged to state that the great mortality of the last fortnight, 
the appearance of the wretched beings you everywhere encounter, and the numbers 
crowded into hovels without food or clothing, added to the numerous orders for better 
nourishment from the medical attendants at the dispensaries, show us that there has been 
and will be a fearful loss of life among the miserable population. 

The collection of the week, only amounted to 9 ?. 10s. 3d. : whatever it may be possible 
to collect will, we trust, soon be available. After a long inspection into the accounts of 
the collectors’’ books, which had not been settled for four years, we are happy to be 
enabled to say that we have brought all (with one exception) into final settlements ; and 
on reference to the minutes, the Commissioners will perceive that the warrants have been 
placed in the hands of every collector, with the exception of Mr. Stackpoole, whose warrant 
could not be signed until we had ascertained the actual balances in Pierce’s account, which 
we beg to assure the Commissioners shall be brought to a close as directed by the Com- 
missioners in their letters as per margin, and that no exertion shall be wanting on our 
part to enforce the payment wherever possible, and to levy the new rate. 

We have so often laid before the Commissioners the unfortunate state of the financial 
affairs of the Union, and the difficulties we have experienced in sui>plying the means of 
existence to the population, increasing as they arc in numbers and in misery. W e have 
no contractor for bread-stuffs, and were it not for the sum forwarded to Captain Kennedy, 
we could not by any means have supplied one ration on Saturday last ; for this week, 
Messrs. Russell, to whom we were indebted in the sum of 6900?., refused further supply 
tlian for one week, from the 14th instant, cash payment, or interest at 2s. per ton per week 
until paid. On the 21st they presented their account for the week, between 600?. and 
700? - we offered them all we had, 500?., and to supply for another week ; but their 
manager refused to do so, unless we paid in advance, which he well knew we could not. 
We offered even to pay the interest on the balance over 500?., but he would not supply 
any unless the 500?. was paid in advance, and the amount of the former week to bear the 
interest at 6?. 10s. per week, and that we should pay 91. 15s. per ton. As we had not the 
power to comply with his demands, he left the room, refusing any supply except on his 
own conditions; however, we were fortunate to obtain a supply of rye and Indian meal, tor 
cash at a much lower rate for supply, to Saturday next ; but have no means to procure 
food from thenceforward. On this subject we feel we have no further occasion to request 
the attention of the Commissioners. . 

We also be»- to report our position with all our officers, whose salaries arc clue since ^oth 
March. Our milk contractors, whose demands come to a very large sum, all require to be 
paid on 1st May the amount of their contracts, otherwise they will decline to supply, or 
charge whatever they may please; and the demands of medical attendants at dispensaries 
and hospitals, the supplying of staff, medicine, food, fittings, &c., add an enormous increase 
to our difficulties, besides the incessant calls on our attention in correspondence, and the 
procuring the numerous articles they incessantly require to be supplied with. 

We trust, however, that disease is on the decrease in many parts of the Union, and that 
avc will be at liberty to attend to the outwork part of our duty. We have placed on the 
minutes our notices to attend to revise lists on appointed days ; we have had no com- 
plaints of persons being improperly placed on the lists, but we feel it our duty to show 
our determination to scrutinize the expenditure in every way, and, if collusion exists 
between landlord and tenant, to make a public exposure. 



Treasury Minute on the above -.—April 28, 1849. Treasur * Minu,e - 

Write to the Poor Law Commissioners, acknowledging the receipt of 
their letter, dated the 25th instant, applying for an issue of 10,0287. for the 
relief of distressed Unions in the W est ol Ireland, and their letter, dated the 
26th instant, applying for the issue of an additional sum of 7007. to enable 
them to assist the Vice-Guardians of the Kilrush Union during the ensuing 
week, and state that Parliament has not sanctioned any grant for this purpose, 
beyond the sum of 50,0007. which has been already issued. 

My Lords have, however, directed an advance of 60007. to be made to 
them from Civil Contingencies to enable them to give relief in the cases ol most 
uro-ent distress in the Unions which stand in need of assistance, and that sum 
wifi be placed at their disposal by Deputy Commissary-General Dobree. 

Write to the Paymaster-General and Deputy Commissary-General Dobree 
accordingly, and apprize the Paymaster-General that the advance is to be 
charged to Civil Contingencies. 
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Ennistymoh Union. The COMMISSIONERS tO Sit CHARLES TREVELYAN ^ . 

The Commissioner. The Commissioners for admmistermgthe rformatbm oYthe Lords Com- 

■» s “; c " es Ireland direct me to forward herewith, fo * e '"“™Ss day received from 

re ' eya ’ missioners of Her Majesty's Union, 

the Temporary Poor- Law Inspector to eible them to 

stating that as the collection of the P 001 ; ra ‘^ 18 , c ; n -eiit supplies, the 

meet the demands of the 'contractor for . “^ th in Jit. 
poor will remain unprovided with food ai its a M. 7' Lol . dships wi n he 

ple^“ZS\rtWs^ assist the Vice-Guardians to prevent 

The Commissioners desire to remarlUhat the debts oj valua ti„n ; 

the present time,. 18,7771, a sum of 4s » in the pnmu ^ ^ 
and the costs of in-mamtenance and o Union, the Commissioners 

With regard to the collection ol pooi-iates m uic 17 , ember 

have to Quaint their Lordships that during 

1848, an average amount of 1 5*. 6W m thmpouna ^ exclusive 

since September, 1848, two rates, am ? course of collection, and a sum 
of arrears of previous rates, have been put m com* ot 

of about 4s. 6 d. in the pound has alrea d^“ “ earnestly request that they 
The Commissioners, under these cucu ™ s ^“®’ f relief in this Union, 
may be supplied with funds to prevent the stoppage ot leliel m 

which is imminent. 

Enclosures. 

Capt. Kennedy to the Commissioners -.—April 27, 1849. 

I HAO the advantage of Mr. Lynch's advice and assistance at a meeting of the Vice- 
G ^"Sest y to Union stand thus:-Mr. Bannatyne, as the Commissioners have 

been informed, has stopped further ‘ .jS*? was put in full possession of the finan- 

Mr. Bannatyne attended the meeting jest -rd y, P ar dians can count upon having to 

cial state of thV Union, the ^ Sng satisEed upon L point, has 

their credit on Saturday neat is 300 and Mr Banna y ^ next) . i « „ pro- 

consented to give half a week s supp y , further supply of food unless assisted by 

lability of the Vice-Guard,ans being above 3001 or 4007 per week 

per -* wil1 ' o ° der esisli " E c,rcu “ 

required to meet the urgent wants of the ^ 1011 . Monday next, they will he 

thL ia ,he “ s, ’ ,ary 

houses, will be without food. 

The Vice-Guardians to the Commissioners ■—April 27, 1849. 

WE have the honour to , reportfor tin Untaa.io. 
the Laws for Relief of the Poor in Iieland, >fte 7 aUowin g for the discharge oi 

presence of Mr. Lynch and Capt ittion of the current week realizes 5007 (a 
L higEMhe prohabie sum toourcredit in the treasurer s hands 

Mr. Bannatyne, our principal contiactor, '" s fa ; th of 00r ability to pay for same 

seated to supply half the ord «' of “L ared c0 „ ven ience the Vice-Guardians he would 

The M MtX Xt 4ve“aV"argl supply, or add to the cons.de, able sum of over 60007 already 

current week, and fear they have °f at list 3007, h,J return of poet, 

The Commissioners to Sir Charles Trevelyan . May 2, 1849. 

I am directed by thS 



The Commissioners 
to Sir Charles 
Trevelyan. 
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ultimo, requesting that the Lords Commissioners of _Her ' I "”' 

you’ state that Parliament has not sanctioned any grant for tins P”P“ e 

n f 50 000? which has been already issued. But that their i^oiasnips 
of 6,000?. to be made out of Civil Contingencies, to 
’enable the Commissioners to give relief in the cases of most urgent distress, 

to state, that they find by 

^^^^^rrtoride for the week in-maffi- 

required to provide for the 

amount of grants issued for the previous week, viz, l,003i., as pointed out 

th The 1 ^mmiss?oners < have issued’the sum°of 60001, placed at their disposal, 
to 19 distressed Unions above referred to, but as the amount appealing to be 
to 19 ttistressea uu we ek than the amount available the defl- 

cie£fy was deducted from the amounts appearing to be required by the severa 

desire to point out, that in nearly every instance, the amount r^mred is 
above the amount, which there is any reasonable hope of the Umons bang a 

-**>■ - “ 

sufficient assistance for the week's requirements .amount to 187,2861, on 
vnlmtion of 1 051 242?., being an average debt of 3s. 7a. in tne x-. 

In Jhe case of Bantly Union, the Commissioners have to acquaint their 

shil^g’fo^he reltof ^ any urgen^cas^s’oTd^stituUom which leads to such 

or nine days elapse, the natural consequence must be station Amount 
and that the weekly estimates sent up, are calculated j for 

required for food only for the current week, without including Is. in cash lor 

^The ^ommisskmem^ubjoiii a statement of th« y counts * 
required by the several Unions above referred to, foi then v, » , 

LSourns actually sent, and the amounts deducted from the requirements of the 
several Unions. 
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Ennistymon Union. 



Treasury Minute. 



The Commissioners 
to Sir Charles 
Trevelyan. 



NAME 
OF UNION. 


Required for 
the Week. 


A “ 


Amount 
deducted 
1 .tie 




£. 


£. 


£. 


Baltina 


810 


530 


280 


Ballinrobe ........ 


720 


471 


249 


Bantry 


350 


229 


121 


Cahirciveen .... 


200 


131 




Carrick on Shannon . 


300 


196 


104 


Castlebar 


540 


353 


187 


Clifden 


500 


327 


173 


Dingle 


2S4 


!S6 


98 


Ennistymon .... 


400 


262 


13S 


Galway 


650 


425 


225 


Gort 


350 


229 


121 


Ken mare 


290 


190 


100 




700 


457 


243 


Mohill 


300 


196 


104 


Roscommon .... 


600 


392 


208 


Scariff 


670 


43 S 


232 


Swineford 


390 


255 


135 


Tuam ...... 


500 


327 


173 


Westport 


620 


406 


214 


Total . . . 


9,174 


6,000 


3,174 



With respect to the Ennis Union, the Commissioners desire to remark that 
lthough they made application to their Lordships on the 25th ultimo, to place 
funds at their disposal to enable them to assist this Union in case of emergency, 
no portion of the 6,000/. last received has been appropriated to this Union, as 
there does not appear to have been an absolute stoppage of relief although 
carried on now entirely on credit, to an extent far beyond the means of the 
Union to repay within a reasonable time. As an instance of the irregularities 
arising from the wants of the necessary funds to meet the engagements of the 
Board of Guardians, the Commissioners observe that at a recent meeting, the 
Guardians ordered the stewards on the out-door works, to be placed on the out- 
relief list for support, until the Guardians should be in funds to pay them ; and 
also with regard to such of the small contractors as should apply for assistance, 
that a like indulgence should be granted to them. 

The Commissioners now estimate that the sum of 12,000/., is necessary to 
enable them to afford sufficient assistance to the distressed Unions at the close 
of the present week, taking into account the deficiency in the amount now sent, 
towards the requirements of the last week. 



Treasury Minute on the above : — May 4, 1849. 

W bite to the Poor Law Commissioners, in reply to this letter, that their 
Lordships have directed a further sum of 5,0001. to be placed at their disposal 
by Deputy Commissary-General Dobree. 

Write to the Paymaster- General, and Deputy Commissary-General Dobree 
accordingly, and apprise the Paymaster-General, that the advance is to be made 
from Civil Contingencies. 



The Commissioners to Sir Charles Trevelyan: — May 3, 1849. 

With reference to the Commissioners’ letter of the 2nd instant, relative 
to the relief of distressed Unions, I am directed by the Commissioners for 
administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor in Ireland, to forward to you, 
for the information of the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, the 
enclosed communication, which they have received from the Vice- Guardians 
of Ennistymon Union, representing the embarrassed state in which the Union 
is, from want of funds to administer relief. 
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Enciosurb. Enni.tymm Union. 

The Vice-Guardians to the Commissioners : — May 1, 1849. 

We have the honour to report, for the information of the Commissioners for aommis- 
terini the Laws for Relief of the Poor in Ireland, the great, embarrassments in which the 
Vice-Guardians are placed by the inability of the Commissioners to afford them at the moment 
a pecuniary aid to carry on the affairs of the Union ; and we beg leave to state, that it the 
Lirds Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury he not pleased forthwith to assist the .Vice- 
Guardians with a grant, the condition of tile-poor in the ensuing week must become awtul ana 
lamentable. , „ , . . , . » ... 

We hope to induce Mr. Bannatyne to give a supply for the remaining three days ot this 
week, on our personal responsibility that he shall be paid therefore out of the collection ot the 
current week. 



The Commissioners to Mr. Lewis:— May 1, 1849. Baltina Union. 

By direction of the Commissioners for administering the Laws for the The commissioners 
Relief of the Poor in Ireland, I have the honour to forward herewith, lor the 
information of Secretary Sir George Grey, a copy of a Report which the Com- 
missioners have received from their Inspector, Mr. Bourke, relating to the 
agricultural prospects of the Ballina Union. , , 

I am at the same time to state that the Commissioners have instructed Mr. 

Bourke to pursue the subject, and to communicate any more detailed informa- 
tion which it may be in his power to give. 



Mr. Bourke to the Commssioners : — April 28, 1849. 

It has been my duty so frequently during the past two years, to report in unfavourable 
terms of the prospects of the county of Mayo, and especially of the Ballina Union, that I feel 
peculiar pleasure in being at length able to state to you, that in my opinion there appears to 
be some signs of improvement in this district, and that the alarm and despondency which has 
heretofore paralyzed almost all exertion, seems to be giving way to a feeling of hope, which 
is leading to increased industry and energy. 

During the last week I have had opportunities of observing the general appearance ot the 
country in this Union, and of conversing with persons competent to form a just opinion of the 
state of affairs, and I have arrived at the conclusion that a spirit of activity prevails throughout 
the greater portion of it, and that strenuous exertions are being made by all classes to draw 
out the resources of the soil, and increase the means of support. Much of the land which 
during last year remained uncultivated is now under tillage, and anxiety is shown to invest 
capital and labour in the improvement of land where before the greatest apathy prevailed. All 
accounts that I have received agree in representing that more land has been sown with corn 
than during the past year, and a very considerably larger quantity of potatoes has been planted 
than is usual at this early season. In several instances I have heard of farmers increasing the 
size of their holdings, and becoming tenants of unoccupied farms adjoining their own, and in some 
cases land has been taken by persons from a distance, who are investing their capital in its 
cultivation. I think also that 1 can perceive that a better and more careful mode of husbandry 
is gradually being introduced, and calculating upon a certain amount of turnips and other green 
crops being sown at a later period, when the time for their operation shall arrive, I think we 
may hope to see a very great change for the better in the appearance of the country at next 
harvest. ... 

These results have been arrived at during a period when money has been peculiarly scarce, 
and I think it affords just ground for hope that if the produce of the crops now planted shall 
prove ordinarily good, the increase of food and wealth which it will occasion will lead to 
renewed exertions in the same direction in succeeding years. And these exertions, which have 
now produced but little corresponding benefit to the labouring classes (for in consequence of the 
poverty of the small farmers, their agricultural operations have been chiefly executed by them- 
selves or members of their own family), yet hereafter when their means are increased by the 
return of their present labours, the effect will undoubtedly be felt by the labouring classes, 
whose assistance will he required to carry on the work which has now been commenced. 
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LIST OF UNIONS REFERRED TO. 



Ballina 




19, 22, 26, 31, 41 


Kantcrk 




18, 36 


Ballinrobe . 




15, 28, 41 


Kenmare 




24, 44 


Bantry 




32, 4o 


Kilrosh 




.15, 36, 43 


Cahirciveen 




. 44 


Listowel 




21, 45 


Carrick-on-Shannon 


. 40 


Lodghrea 




. . 34, 36, 37 


Castlebar . 




.25,41,45 


Mohill 




. 40 


Castlerea . 




. . 8, 32, 43 


Newcastle . 




. 8 


Cashel 




• • . 6 


Roscrea 




. 34 


Clifden 




30, 39 


Roscommon . 




. 42 


Clonmel 




. . .32 


Scariff 




14, 17, 23, 34, 43 


Dingle 




33, 44 


Skibbereen . 




5, 43 


Ennis . 




33, 43 


SWINEFORD . 




.19,35,42 


Ennistymon . 




. 3, 8, 43 


Thurles 




. 10, 18, 44 


Galway 




33, 40 


Team . 




. 40 


Glenties 




. .29, 34, 44 


Westport 




19,42 


Gort . 




37, 40 
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FURTHER PAPERS 

' RELATING TO THE 

AID AFFORDED TO THE DISTRESSED UNIONS 

IN THE 

WEST OF I RELAND. 



The Commissioners to Sir Charles Trevelyan: — May 3, 1849. 

With reference to the Commissioners’ letter of the 2nd instant, relative 
to the relief of distressed Unions, 1 am directed by the Commissioners for 
administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor in Ireland, to forward to you, 
for the information of the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury 
the enclosed communication which they have received from the Vice- Guardians 
of Enmstymon Union, representing the embarrassed state in which the Union 
is, from want of funds to administer relief. 



Enclosure. 

Messrs. Naish and Burke, Vice-Guardians, to the Commissioners :—May 1, 1S49. 

We hare the honour to report, for information of the Commissioners for adminis- 
termg the Laws for Relief of the Poor in Ireland, the great embarrassments in which the 
\ ice-(juardians are placed by the inability of the Commissioners to afford them at the 
moment a pecuniary aid to carry on the affairs of the Union, and we beg leave to state, 
that it the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury be not pleased, forthwith, to 
assist the \ lce-Guardians with a grant, the condition of the poor in the ensuing week 
must become awful and lamentable. 

We hope to induce Mr. Bannatyne to giro the remaining three days supply of this week 
on our personal responsibility that he shall be paid therefor, out of the collection of the 
current week. 



The Commissioners to Sir Charles Trevelyan: — May 5, 1849. 

. ... 1 “ < F rect ? d the Commissioners for administering the Laws fo: 
Relief of the Poor in Ireland, to acknowledge the receipt of vour letter of tin 
4th instant m reply to the Commissioners’ letter of the 2nd instant, in whicl 
t ,2' estimated that a sum of 12,000/. was necessary to enable them to effort 
sufficient assistance to the distressed Unions at the close of the present week 
™ to aeeo.™* the deficiency arising after the entire sum of 6,000/ placer 
at the Commissioners’ disposal at the commencement of the week had beei 
issued; and with reference to the further sum of 5,000/ now placed at tin 
Commissioners disposal, as stated in your letter, the Commissioners desire it 
acquaint the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury that they have 
directed sums to the amount of 3,174/ to be at once issued to cover the defi- 
ciency m the last remittances to tile several Unions, as pointed out ill the Com- 
missioned letter of the 2nd instant A balance of 1,826/ will thus remain al 
the disposal of the Commissioners, to meet the requirements of the present 
week, amounting, according to the estimate in the Commissioners’ letter of the 
2nd instant, to 8,826/. 

This amount should, in due course, be remitted to the several Unions at the 
beginning of next week. 



B 2 



Ennistymon Union. 

The Commissioners 
to Sir Charles 
Trevelyan. 



The Commissioners 
to Sir Charles 
Trevelyan. 

See former Series. 
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FURTHER PAPERS RELATING to the AID AFFORDED 



Ennistymon Union 
^Treasury Minute. 



Mr. Lewis to Sir 
Charles Trevelyan. 



Treasury Minute on the above : — May 8 , 1849. 

Write to the Poor Law Commissioners with reference to their letters 
dated the 3rd and 5th instant, that their Lordships will authorize Deputy 
Commissary-General Dobree to place at their disposal a further sum of 5000/. 
for the purpose of affording relief to the most distressed Unions in Ireland. 

Let the necessary directions be given accordingly to the Paymaster-General 
and Deputy Commissary-General Dobree, apprising the Paymaster-General 
that the advance is to be made from civil contingencies. 



Mr. Lewis to Sir Charles Trevelyan : — May 3, 1849. 

I am directed by Secretary Sir George Grey to transmit to you, for the 
information and consideration of the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s 
Treasury, the enclosed letter from the Secretary to the Poor Law Commis- 
sioners in Ireland, with an estimate of the sums likely to be required during 
the month of May, in aid of the distressed Unions in that country. 



Enclosure. 

The Commissioners to Mr. Lewis : — April 30, 1849. 

Adverting to the Minute of the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, 
of the 16 th January last, requiring before the commencement of each month, an estimate 
to be sent through the Home Office, of the sums likely to be required during the month in 
aid of the distressed Unions in Ireland, the Commissioners for administering the Laws for 
Relief of the Poor in Ireland, direct me to forward herewith detailed statements prepared 
from estimates of the Vice-Guardians, respecting 20 Unions to which the Commissioners 
estimate it will be necessary to make advances during the month of May. 

The estimated expenses of these Unions for the five weeks ending 2nd June next, are 
64,215/., including 52,715/. for maintenance and out-relief, 1,547/. for temporary fever 
hospitals, i,763/.4or clothing and bedding, 1,794/. for cholera treatment, 3,403/. for salaries, 
and 2,993/. for other expenses. 

The estimated collection for the same period is 9,090/. The excess of the estimated 
expenses over the estimated collection is therefore 55,125/. 

This excess is divided amongst the 20 Unions as follows : — 









£. 


s. 


d. 


Ballina . 






4,648 


6 


0 


Ballinrobe 






4,130 


0 


0 


Bantry . 






2,741 


0 


0 


Cahirciveen 






1,39 7 


0 


0 


Carrick on Shannon 






1,951 


0 


0 


Castlebar 






2,795 


0 


0 


Clifden . 






3,105 


0 


0 


Dingle 






7C0 


0 


0 


Ennis 






3,983 


0 


0 


Ennistymon 






2,998 


0 


0 


Galway . 






4,308 


0 


0 


Gort 






2,209 


0 


0 


Kenmare 






1,348 


0 


0 


Kilrush . 






3,155 


0 


0 


Mohill 






1,656 


0 


0 


Roscommon 






2,226 


0 


0 


Scariff 






2,776 


0 


0 


Swineford 






1,933 


0 


0 


Tuam 






3,309 


0 


0 


Westport 






3,697 


0 


0 



Total . . £55,125 0 0 



The aggregate debts of the 20 Unions on the 21st instant, appear to have been 
200,896/., which on the valuation of the Unions, 1,151,502/., make an average of 3s. 6d. in 
the pound. 

The average number of in-door and out-door poor estimated for during the month is 
337,094, in a population of 1,293,192, being 26 per cent, on the average. 

The Commissioners enclose detailed Financial Statements and Reports from the Vice- 
Guardians and Temporary Poor Law Inspectors, respecting the prospects of the collection 
in these Unions. 



Note . — The detailed Estimates and Financial Statements relating to each Union 
referred to in this letter are omitted, owing to their great length. 
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The Commissioners to Sir Charles Trevelyan : — May 8, 1849. Ennistymon Union. 

p I „ A “ directed by the Commissioners for administering the Laws for The Commissioners 
Keuei ol the Poor in Ireland, to forward, for the information of the Lords SS n arles 
Commissioners of Her Majesty s Treasury, the enclosed copy of a report ' 

which the Commissioners have received from the Vice-Guardians of Ennis- 
tymon Unmn, setting out the present state of their funds and the financial 
bein affm-ded ' ^ the UrSent necessit y of immediate pecuniary aid 

The Commissioners are not enabled to do more than inform the Vice- 
Guardians that they have no funds at their disposal. 

Enclosure. 

Messrs. Naish and Burke, Vice-Guardians, to the Commissioners. — May 7, 1849. 

t . T h p e ,. U, f e suh ™ h : fbi : information of the Commissioners for administering 

U? f r Rel ! e [°f ,'! lc . Poor "'Roland, the following Report of the present amount of our 
funds, the financial difficulties of the Union, and the certain consequences of most alarming 
post ^ ^ C ° mmiSS10ners be not P leased ,0 assist us with further pecuniaiy aid by return of 

W<! ! ,a :^ lread T ackn0 ' vled S ed the Commissioners’ letter of the 24th ultimo, enclosing the 
r™ip and .u ha r f ince rece i^ d - npon the 2nd instant, from Assistant Commisiaiy- 
Gcneial Cameron, the further sum of 262/., both of which sums we duly lodged with the Trea- 
surer of the Union, upon the 3rd instant. 

Upon receipt of this latter grant of 262/., we proceeded to Ennis upon the 3rd instant, and 
succeeded in procuring from Mr. Bannatyne the supplies of the past week, on payment to him 
rate ^ accoun b and our undertaking to pay him the balance out of the next collected 

The amount to our credit in Treasurer’s hands, on 5th instant (including the two grants, and 
collection of past week, 214/. 11s.) is only 281/. 3s. 9 d., reduceable by some checks not then 
pi esented. Against this sum are the balances due to Messrs. Bannatyne and McNamara, for 
Ifiom SUPP i '? °1 Weeks ; n ±f 28 , lh '' I,lmo a,ld 5tl ' '"stunt, afterpayment to the former 
of 400/., and to the latter of 100/., the Vice-Guardians being compelled, before they could 
piocure those supplies, to enter into a written undertaking that they would discharge such 
balances out of the rates next to be collected ; hence it follows, that the Vice-Guardiats have 
not at this moment one shilling at command ; on the contrary, the whole of the current week’s 
collection is likely to be absorbed in paying off the balance between the sum now in the Trea- 
the am0Unt due t0 Messrs - Bannatyne and McNamara, for the supplies to 

It is quite certain that Messrs. Bannatyne and McNamara will refuse supplies on the orders 
to be issued on the 8th and 9th instant, unless the Vice-Guardians be prepii^d to pay them at 
Z Zryr C T° Unt ’ a " d aS have no possible means of doiLL before 

the close of the Treasurers account on the 12th instant, they earnestly solicit from the Com- 
misstoners an immediate grant, by return of post, to avert the fearful consequences of want of 
food for the poor during the current week. ‘ 

The Vice-Guardi™ are led to believe that the collection of this week will be respectable ■ 
that many ol the principal ratepayers will make money at the fnirof Ballinasloe upon this day! 
rW ,b G “ ard ‘ an r w ° u d mlsle!ld lh ' Commissioners if they withheld their opinion, 

that the resources of ihts Union from rates will be wholly insufficient to feed the poor irre^ 
specltye ol payment to the many contractors and others to whom large sums are due, and 
reserved 011 ^ me3us occasional aid from the Commissioners the people’s lives can be 

The present week being one most critical to th, Vice-Guardians, they respectfully and ear- 
neatly solicit the Commissioners immediate attention to this communication 

I he Vice- Guardians will make a special report to the Commissioners, within a few days 
for°Pom-Law' ’rating^ 6 ,al “ a “°" ° f 11113 U " llm and 1,16 appUoability of the Ordnance valuation 



Mr. Redington to Mr. Lewis -.—May 8, 1849. Skibtwrem Union. 

of Serrrftrv d ? eC c d iy Lor ? Li ? u tenant to transmit, for the consideration Mr. Redi^ton to 
htioTfaSw H George Grey the enc l osed statement received from a Depu- 
tation I, om the Board of Guardians of the Sldbbereen Union 



Enclosure. 

Statement of the Undersigned, being a Deputation fro: 
Guardians. 



i the Skibberken Board of 



1S48 ' P "° r - ra,eS “ ’" e ° f 
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FURTHER PAPERS RELATING to the AID AFFORDED 



Skibbereen Union; That the destitution occasioned by the failure of the potato crop for the last three years, has 
caused an importation into the Union, of foreign corn, in 1846-7, to the value of 65,000/., and 
in 1 847-8, to the value of 30,000/., and from October, 1818, to May, 1849, to the value of 
25,000/. 

That there are no manufactures in the Union, it being entirely an agricultural district, and 
that the exports of corn, averaging an amount of 25,000/. annually, have totally ceased, and 
consequently no means whatever exist by which (except from extraordinary assistance) the 
introduction and circulation of money into the Union can be caused. 

That the debts of the Union amount to 8,434/. 95., and the estimate of requirements for the 
next six months amounts to 16,987/. ; that in addition to the burthen of poor-rates, the rate- 
payers will at once be called on to pay two instalments of the monies advanced under the 
Labour Rate Act, which, with the other Grand Jury Cess, will amount to a rale of near 3s. in 
the pound. That the practicability of collecting that charge was so improbable, that in one 
barony the Grand Jury could get no person to offer himself as collector, though offering a 
poundage fee of double the ordinary amount. 

The Board of Guardians are now supporting from the rates to the number of 20,000 
paupers, and that numbers of the remaining population are on the brink of destitution, and 
reduced so low in the scale that the levying rates must at once reduce them to ruin, and compel 
the Guardians to add their names to the already crowded relief-lists, whereby, as well as from 
the emigration of farmers, through the apprehension of the tax, much land will be thrown out 
of cultivation. 

That, exhausted as the resources of the ratepayers are, from the incredible exertions they 
have hitherto made, and seeing that there are no grounds to expect any improvement in their 
condition until harvest, the Board of Guardians request assistance from the Government, or 
that the Commissioners of Poor Laws may sanction a loan of money from the Treasurer of the 
Union. 

The Board of Guardians are anxious for the preservation of the people, and assured that the 
Government are influenced by a similar feeling, request that, if anything has been remitted by 
them, the Government will suggest what measure appears to them best calculated to meet the 
awful difficulties of this calamitous case. 

J. Somerville Chairman. 

D. McCarthy, Vice-Chairman. 

Arthur Percy Aylme, Deputy Vice-Chairman. 

L. J. Fleming. 

Dublin, May 5, 1849. 

Cashel and other 
Unions. 

Mr. Waddington to Sir Charles Trevelyan; — May 10, 1849. 

I am directed by Secretary Sir George Grey to transmit to you, for the 
information of the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, the 
enclosed letter from the Secretary to the Poor Law Commissioners in Ireland, 
relative to the serious difficulties resulting from the embarrassed state of the 
finances of several Unions in Ireland, and a copy of the reply which has been 
addressed to Mr. Stanley by Sir George Grey’s desire. 

Enclosures. 

The Commissioners to Mr. Lewis : — May 7, 1849. 

See former Series. Adverting to the Commissioners’ letter of the 31st March last, in which they drew 

attention to the large amount and recent rapid progress of debt in certain Unions, and 
pointed out the absolute necessity of not permitting a further accumulation of debt to take 
place, I am directed by the Commissioners for administering the Laws for the Relief of 
the Poor in Ireland to forward to you, for the information of Secretary Sir George Grey, 

____ — the accompanying copy of a letter which they have received from Messrs. Russell and Sons 

of Limerick, in which they state that it is wholly out of their power, and quite beyond 
their means to continue any further supplies on foot of the pending contracts in the 
Unions for which they are contractors ; and it will be seen by the statement which accom- 

— ' panied Messrs. Russell’s Letter (a copy of which is enclosed) that a sum of 46,558/. is due 

to them by nine Unions. 

In one of these Unions (Ennis) the finances are in such a state that the Guardians are 
wholly unable to pay the stewards placed over the stone-breaking (poor men who are 
employed at wages of about 7s. a week) ; and these men, as well as many of the small 
tradesmen employed by the Guardians, ‘ are represented as being in the greatest possible 
distress ; so much so that the Guardians, on the 18th ultimo, passed a resolution to place 
them on the relief list until there were funds to pay them in money. A copy of this 
- resolution is enclosed for Sir George Grey’s information. 

In Newcastle (another of the Unions referred toby Messrs. Russell) the Vice-Guardians 
— have been constrained (as will be seen by the accompanying extract from their report of 
the 27th ultimo) to pay an advanced price of 1/. 15s. per ton beyond the contract rate, 
which the Commissioners believe is 8/. 8s. per ton, in order to procure supplies on credit. 



Mr. Waddington 
to Sir Charles 
Trevelyan. 
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Copies of correspondence with the Ennistvmon Union, relating to the stoppage of sup- 
plies by the meal contractor, are herewith also forwarded for Sir George Grey’s informa- 



This correspondence shows the imminent peril to the lives of the destitute poor resulting 
from the Union being so heavily in debt as to be unable to command further supplies for 
their relief. 

There are other Unions in which nearly the same state of things exists, and there are 
at the present moment, executions in the workhouses of Gort and Castlebar and Tuam 
Unions. 

rhe Commissioners desire to bring the above statement and correspondence under the 
notice of Sir George Grey, with the view of drawing his attention to the difficulty and 
embarrassment as well as the ultimate loss which must result, from permitting Unions to 
incur a further amount of debt. 



Messrs. Russell and Sons to the Commissioners -.—April 28, 1849. 

We beg to bring under your notice a statement (in round numbers) of the money 
due to us up to this date, for meal and bread stufFs supplied to the several Unions men- 
tioned therein, and we regret to say that so various are the other demands upon our 
resources that it is wholly out of our power, and indeed quite beyond our means, to con- 
tinue any further supplies on foot of the pending contracts. We have, at very great 
sacrifice, hitherto continued the weekly deliveries in the confident expectation that some 
corresponding exertions would be made by the Guardians and Vice-Guardians of these 
Unions, to clear off some portion of the heavy arrears owing to us, but you will observe, and 
that even in some of them where Vice-Guardians have been appointed, no payment what- 
ever has been made to us during the entire period of delivery. We, therefore, while deeply 
regretting any inconvenience that may arise from our inability to continue the weekly 
supplies must acquit ourselves of all blame and responsibility, for it was on the faith and 
assurance that the payments stipulated in the contracts would have been regularly made 
that we were induced to involve ourselves, step by step, to such an extent. A sense of 
justice will allow that the entire burthen of the support of these distressed Unions should 
not be thrown on private individuals engaged in trade, and we rely upon your taking our 
case into your earliest consideration, having very many and pressing demands upon°our- 
selves for the grain manufactured by us for these Unions. 

P.S. A person from our establishment this day waited on the Thurles Vice-Guardians 
to state, that in accordance with the above, we could no longer continue to supply them 
having over a week since, written to the same effect. Since this letter was written he has 
returned, and states that the Vice-Guardians made such a strong appeal to him as to their 
total inability to provide a supply from any other source at present, and the disastrous con- 
sequences which they apprehend in consequence, no less than a rising of the people, that he 
consented, though at a further inconvenience to us, to give them another week’s supply, 
after which we must positively refuse to increase the debt owing to us. 



Enclosure referred to in foregoing Letter. 

Balance (in round numbers) due to J. V. Russell and Sons, Limerick, by the following 
Poor Law Unions, ending the 28th April, 1849. 







Contract Expired. 


Date of last Payment. 




£. 


; 




Cashel 


1,800 


31 Oct. 1848 


20 Jan. 1849, 206/. 


Ennis . 


9,768 


1 1 April 1849 


14 March, 1849. 120/. 


Tralee 


3,123 


10 April „ 


No payment during entire 








delivery for 3 months. 


Kilrush . . 


7,500 


21 April „ 


Ditto ditto 


'I ipperary 


7,000 


1 May „ 


Ditto for deliveries since 








last September. 


Kilmallock 


5,500 




19 Feb. 1849, 417/. 


.New Castle . 


5,500 


14 May, 1S49 


8 March 1S49, 2500/. 


Ihurles . 


5,900 


20 June „ 


Received nothing out of 








deliveries since 20 Dec. 


Dingle 


467 


1 week’s supply 


for which they promised to 








pay cash and did not. 


£, 


46,558 







Extract from Guardians’ Minutes of April 18, 1849. 

Ordered that the stewards on the outdoor works be now placed on the relief lists 
for support until we are in funds to pay them in money, and also such of the small con- 
tractors as apply for such assistance that a like indulgence be granted to them. 



Cashel and other 
Unions*. 




Ennis Union. 
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Ennistyraon Union. 
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Extract from Vice-Guardians’ Report, dated April 27, 1849. 
r> ~ er y » reat inconvenience has arisen out of our want of funds by the Messrs. 

Kussell and Sons returning our Board orders and refusing to supply the Union, unless at 
an advance of U. 15s. per ton over the contract price. They returned us our Board orders 
and compelled us to accede to their terms, as otherwise upwards of 2,000 people would be 
left without sustenance. 

The Commissioners to the Vice-Guardians -.—April 28, 1849. 

The Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor in Ireland, 
direct me to acknowledge the receipt of your application of the 27th instant for a 
remittance, to provide the supplies of the ensuing week. In reply I am to state that the 
Commissioners have no money at their disposal, but they have this day represented the 
circumstances to the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, requesting a grant 
to the Union for the purpose ; nevertheless, the Commissioners can hold out no certain 
prospect of assistance, and you must use your utmost endeavours to have sufficient rates 
collected to meet your immediate requirements. 

Mr. Waddington to the Commissioners: — May 10, 1849. 

f ^ Ja* d!recte „ d b )' Secretary Sir G. Grey to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
ol the 7th instant, forwarding for his information copies of a letter addressed to the Com- 
missioners by Messrs. Russell and Sons, of Limerick, and of other documents, showing the 
serious difficulties resulting from the embarrassed state of the finances of several Unions 
Ihe Commissioners are aware that the sum of 50,000/., placed by Parliament at the 
disposal ot the Government to be applied in aid of the rates for the relief of the poor in 
certain Unions in Ireland, has been exhausted. In order to provide further means for the 
immediate relief of urgent destitution in these Unions, Her Majesty’s' Government pro- 
^ , ament that the Treasury should be authorized to advance a further sum of 
1UU,UU0/. tor the same purpose, to be charged on the produce of the rate to be levied under 
the provisions of the Bill for a general rate in aid. 

^ S< ? nt ° f tllC - Commons has been given to this proposal, but until the 

.Bill shall have received the sanction of the Legislature, no portion of this sum can be so 
advanced, and Her Majesty’s Government do not feel themselves justified in issuing in 
the mean time, on their own responsibility, any further sums in aid of the distressed 
Unions than are mdispensible for the actual relief of the urgent destitution, for which no 
other provision can be made. If the Bill in question shall receive the assent of Parlia- 
ment, the manner m which the sums to be raised under its provisions can be most 
effectually applied for the purpose of affording relief to the destitute, will be the subject 
ot tuture consideration; but under present circumstances, Her Majesty’s Government 
cannot authorize any departure from the rule they have already felt it necessary to lay 
down as to the application of the sums advanced by the Treasury for the relief of destitu- 

It appears to Her Majesty’s Government that these sums can be most beneficially 
appropriated to the purchase of the supplies actually requisite for the maintenance of the 
destitute poor, and that the objects for which they are advanced would be defeated by 
their being spent in payment of debts due to contractors, for which the rates to be here- 
after collected must remain liable. 



Castlerea Union. 



The Commissioners 
to Sir Charles 
Trevelyan. 




The Commissioners to Sir Charles Trevelyan:— May 10, 1849. 

.. c ^ AM directed by the Commissioners for administering the Laws for 
rebel ol the Poor in Ireland, to forward herewith, for the information of the 
Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, copies of two Reports, dated 
4th and Sth instant respectively, received from the Temporary Inspector of 
Uastierea Union, stating that there is immediate occasion for assistance to the 
Vice-Guardians, to enable them to continue relief to the destitute poor. 

The Commissioners are of opinion that an advance of 400/. is necessary to 
meet the urgent requirements of the Union, and they request that their Lord- 
ships will be pleased to sanction grants being made to this Union, to such 
extent as may be absolutely necessary to prevent a stoppage of relief to the 
destitute poor. 

The Commissioners forward a statement respecting the rates made in the 
U ( n ', on > m accordance with the directions contained in their Lordships’ Minute 
of the 16th January last. 



Enclosures. 



Mr. Auchmuty to the Commissioners -.—May 4, 1849. 

I BKG to state that the pressure for relief is now fairly come on us, and is increasing 
daily to a great extent in this Union. The means of the poor are exhausted, they are in a 
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most deplorable condition, some of the persons lately admitted are actually in a state of starva- Castlerea Union. 

tion ; all employment, I may say, has ceased, the able-bodied are going to England in great 

numbers to look lor employment, and leaving their families in the greatest destitution; there is 
a fresh difficulty in discharging paupers from the workhouse,- who have been in the house for 
any length of time; they have no homes to go to, the moment they come in, their cabins are 
levelled by the landlords. There has been a great many evictions in this Union lately this 
will throw an additional burthen on the rates it. is astonishing, every where I go through the 
Union, to see how last the cabins are disappearing; I regret to state that the collection of the 
rates are not satisfactory, and will, I am afraid, be decreasing for some months to come, there 
is nothing now to distrain but cattle; it is extraordinary to see what stratagems the people use 
to put. them out of the collector’s way. I have to report, that in Ireland no workhouse, hos- 
pitals, or fever sheds, can be in a more cleanly or healthier state than ours are at present con- 
sidering the numbers we have had in the house, the deaths have been very few, (thirteen only the 
week ending Saturday last), and also taking into consideration the miserable class of persons that 
have been admitted lately. The Vice-Guardians have elected a master to the workhouse, who 
from the testimonials he produced, and his business-like habits, I am certain will make an 
efficient officer. I have most respectfully to impress on the Commissioners, the absolute 
necessity that exists for them to make immediate application to the Treasury for a orant of 
money, to meet the increasing distress of this Union. It is impossible for the Vice-Guardians 
to grant relief from the amount of rates lately collected. The amount lodged for the week 
ending Saturday last, is only 249/. 18*. 6d. 



Mr. Auchmuty to the Commissioners: — May 8, 1849. 

I beg to state that the pressure for relief for the last ten days has increased to an 
enormous extent in this Union. 

The applicants for relief are so numerous, that it will require the Vice- Guardians’ 
entire attention from morning till night, three days this week, to go over the relieving 
officer’s Application and Report Books. I most respectfully have to call the Commissionei? 
attention to the position the Vice-Guardians are placed in for want of funds It will be 
impossible for them to grant relief if the Commissioners do not get them a sum of money 
I beg to state that they will require 800£ to meet the cost of relief for the two weeks end- 
ing Saturday the 12th instant, and they will require a further sum weekly to meet the 
destitution m this Union. 



Castlerea Union. 



£. s. d. 

Amount uncollected on the 29th September, 1847 . . .17 249 0 0 

Amount of rate made to 29th September, 1848, on 10 divisions ’ 
only out of the 17 divisions of the Union .... 9 563 0 0 

Poundage 5 d. to 4s. 7 d. 

Date, August and September, 1848. 

Amount collected to 29th September, 1848 . . 13 824 0 0 

Amount uncollected on the 29th September, 1848 . . . Pi’ 988 0 0 

Amount of rate made since 29th September, 1848, on 10 divisions' ’ 
only out of the 1 3 divisions of the Union .... 13333 0 0 

Poundage 3s. 

Date, October, November, December, 1848, February and 
March, 1849. J 

Amount collected to the 1st May, 1849 12 679 0 0 

Amount uncollected on the 1st May, 1849 [ 13*642 0 0 



The Commissioners to Sir Charles Trevelyan May 10, 1S49. The Commissi, 

The Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor 
m Ireland direct me to refer to their letter of the 5th instant, in which they Pa se 3 . 
acquaint the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, that th<5re would 
remain out ol the last sum placed at the Commissioners’ disposal for the pur- 
pose ol assisting distressed unions in Ireland, after providing for the deficiency 
in the sums remitted for the week ended 28th April last, a balance of only 
1,826/. to meet the requirements of the week ended 5th instant, which had been 
estimated at 8,826/. 

In reference thereto, the Commissioners desire to acquaint their Lordships 
that the amount which, from the detailed estimates now received, it appears 
necessary to advance to 20 distressed Unions is 10,165/, being in most of the 
Unions, lor the supplies of the week ended 5tli instant. 

The Commissioners subjoin a statement of the amounts required by the 

C ' 
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Castierea Union, several Unions, also of the amounts which the Commissioners have directed to 
be appropriated to the several Unions of the balance available out of the sum of 
5,000/. last placed at the disposal of the Commissioners, the deficiency in the 
amount available being- deducted by a per centage deduction from the several 
amounts required. 











Deficiency 






Amounts 




in the 






required. 










£. 


£. 


£. 




Ballina .... 


767 








Ballinrobe 


790 


140 


650 




Bantrv .... 


345 




285 




Cahirciveen . 


275 




225 




Castierea .... 


400 




330 




Carrick-on-Shanuon . 










Castlebar .... 










Clifden .... 


482 


90 


392 




Dingle .... 


302 


54 


248 




Ennistymon . 


700 


125 


575 




Galway ... 


646 


115 


531 




Gort 


285 








Kenmare .... 


307 








Kilrush .... 


774 




634 




Mohill .... 










Roscommon . 










Scariff ... 


670 


120 


550 




Swineford 


417 


75 


342 




Tuam .... 


629 


114 


515 




Westport .... 


642 


115 


527 




Total . £ 


10,165 


1,826 


8,339 



With respect to the Castierea Union, the Commissioners desire to refer to 
their letter of this date, accompanying Reports from the Inspector representing 
the difficulties of that Union. 

The Commissioners fear, from many of the Reports received, that serious 
consequences may result from insufficient funds being sent to meet the urgent 
requirements of the distressed Unions. 



Tfauries Union. The Commissioners to Sir Charles Trevelyan: — May 11, 1849. 

?o h SirC™ari S es 10lierS . 1 AM directed by the Commissioners for administering the Laws for Re- 

Trevelyan. ' lief of the Poor in Ireland to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 8th 

Page 4. instant, in reply to the Commissioners’ letters of the 3rd and 5th instant, in 

which you state that the Lords Commissioners have directed a further advance 
of 5,0001. to be made, to enable the Commissioners to give relief in the most 
urgent cases of distress in the Unions which stand in need of assistance. 

In reply, the Commissioners direct me to state, that their letter of yesterday’s 
date will have acquainted their Lordships that the sum last placed at the Com- 
missioners’ disposal is considerably less than the sum which the Commissioners 
believe to be necessary to meet the requirements of the distressed Unions, on 
account chiefly of the supplies of provisions for the week ended 5th instant, 
and in a few instances on account of the supplies for the provisions of the cur- 
rent week; and the Commissioners desire to point out that the- sum now placed 
at their disposal is considerably less than the sum which, by their letters of 
the 2nd and 5th instant, they acquainted their Lordships was estimated as 
necessary. 

With reference to the application of the sum of 5000/. this day, the Com- 
missioners desire to state, that from representations made by the Temporary 
Inspector and the Vice-Guardians of Thurles Union, they have come to the 
conclusion, that without an immediate remittance in aid of the current expenses, 
there will be at once aj stoppage of relief, in consequence of the contractors 
for provisions, to whom the Union is largely indebted, having refused to con- 
tinue the supplies. 

The Commissioners have to remark, that the contractors who have disconti- 
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nued the supplies are the Messrs. Russell, who, in their letter to the Commis- 
sioners of the 28tli ult., threatened to stop the supplies in nine Unions, in which 
number Thurles Union is included. 

Under these circumstances, the Commissioners apprehend that the conse- 
quences of funds not being immediately obtained by the Vice-Guardians would 
be most serious to the destitute poor of the Union, and they, therefore, directed 
that a sum of 250/. should be advanced, out of the fund last placed at their •• 
disposal, to give relief in Unions which stand in need of assistance, as a loan, to 
be repaid from the next rate when collected. 

The Commissioners subjoin a statement, showing the manner in which they 
have apportioned the balance of the 5,000/., viz., 4,750/. towards meeting the 
deficiency in the amounts last sent to 20 distressed Unions, being in most of the 
Unions, for the supplies of the week ended the 5th instant. The total amount 
required being 10, .165/., the amount first sent being 1,826/. ; the original defi- 
ciency being 8,339/., as set forth in the Commissioners’ letter of the 10th instant, 
and the deficiency still remaining being 3,589/. 



UNIONS. 


Total 

Amount 

required 

Week. 


Total 

sent o°ut of 
the Funds 
at the Com 
missioners’ 
dis;>osal on 
the 7th inst 


Deficiency 
remaining 
after the 
first remit- 

account of 
the week. 


Amount 
directed to 
be sent out 
of the sum 
of 5,000/. 
last 

authorized. 


Remaining 
Deficiency 
on the 
1 Ith inst. 




£. 


£. 


£. 


£. 


£. 


Ballina . . . 


767 


140 


627 


355 


272 


Uallinrobe . 


790 


140 


650 


370 


280 


Bantry .... 


345 


60 


285 


160 


125 


Cahirciveen 


275 


50 


225 


130 


95 


Castlerea . 


400 


70 


330 


190 


140 


Carrick-on-Shannon 


300 


54 


246 


140 


106 


Castlebar . 


586 


105 


481 


274 


207 


Clifden. 


482 


90 


392 


223 


169 


Dingle .... 


302 


54 


248 


140 


108 


Ennistyuion 


700 


125 


575 


330 


245 


Galway 


646 


115 


531 


300 


231 


Gort .... 


285 


50 


235 


134 


101 


Kenmare . 


307 


55 


252 


144 


108 


Kilrush 


774 


140 


634 


360 


274 


Mohill .... 


300 


54 


246 


140 


106 


Roscommon 


548 


100 


448 


255 


193 


Scariff .... 


670 


120 


550 


320 


230 


Swineford . 


417 


75 


342 


195 


147 


Tuam .... 


629 


114 


515 


290 


225 


Westport . 


642 


115 


527 


300 


227 


Total . £ 


10,165 


1,826 


8,339 


4,750 


3,589 



The requirements of the present week will be represented to their Lordships 
to-morrow ; but the Commissioners desire earnestly to submit to their Lord- 
ships the absolute necessity that exists for further funds being remitted without 
any delay, otherwise there appears to be imminent risk of iatal consequences 
ensuing, the wants of the several Unions being far beyond the assistance which 
the Commissioners have been enabled to afford. 

Enclosures. 

Mr. Waddy, Vice-Guardian, to the Commissioners : — May 6, 1849. 

In reply to your letter of the 2nd inst., requesting the observations of the 
Vice-Guardians in reference to the communication of Messrs, llussell and Sons, of 
Limerick, on the subject of the large amount due to them for meal and bread stuffs 
supplied to this Union, I regret to state that the decease of Mr. White, Vice-Guardian, 
has deprived me of much assistance towards furnishing such observations as might be 
satisfactory. 

Mr. La Bartc informed me that he furnished his observations on the subject in a recent 
Report to the Commissioners. 

It is too true that the large sum of 6,000/. is duo to Messrs. Russell and Sons, and that 
no payment has been made to them as agreed on at the time of entering into the last 
contract. It appeal's, however, that all former engagements entered into with them, by 
this Union, have been satisfied : after the lapse of a few weeks, the Union ought to be in 
a position to speedily satisfy all its present engagements. 

C 2 



Thurles Union. 
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12 FURTHER PAPERS RELATING to the AID AFFORDED 

-JF' b< v“ u " dol ' sl ! lnaill S of tie arrangements entered into between the contractors 
Thl;, V VieB-^uardians, the clerk was directed to write to Messrs, llussell and Sons. 

' tioni in J t SU , bj0 i ln a C0R I’ V* receivcd yesterday, advancing certain proposi- 
tions lefeience to the discharge of the present and future liabilities of the Union to 
them, arising out of the existing contract. 

be^oSrSSfS - , Tv n0W ’ fr0m Want ? funds ’ placcd in the vcr y painful position of 
£ g t£^rSnw V T J pa) ™ ent whatever on foot of their account. Immediately 

reoTetted ,w g ! 11 m rate > payments can he made, as I before remarked. It is to be 
Union required * Wlth th “‘ promptitude, that the necessities of the 



Messrs. Russell and Sons to Mr. Fogarty : — May 4, 1849. 

wriHno-^SS S y w- r 1 ® ttei ' ? f the 3rd inst., we beg to state that we have already in 
Ind smee !d tbe ^ lc ^ Guardians , tha t we should discontinue the supply of bread stiffs, 
Mr t ’ m 7° m ' TW? 1 °nly consenting at the earnest entreaty of 

theCommSJ , Pply f° r , WCek ’ " hlch he said wovdd enable him to communicate with 

— * I-***- ‘0 - after .ast 

We now beg to inform the Vice-Guardians that, having failed to pay us for every month’s 
6 OOwTiewl 81 ? WeekS “ COrdin S *° agreementfand the a£S ^ d?e”X„ 
thatistoX g ‘Sh mous andl,lconveni o n t t0 us , w^ can only consent to supply farther, 
hand^oL thePno^Tn^vT’ ^ ^ Stat f m , thc c ? ntract on a guarantee, from under the 

nf ill ^ Commissionei-s, that the entire sum that may be due to us, on foot 

within tW Tv t0 ( . said ^ 0th June > sliaU be paid by instalments and entirely liquidated 
SS “° ^ datC ’ U per ton be added to price (for future deliveries) 

off Tnd\ a n n lr ry ; v r k ha P ;?T nt shaU be dela y ed > the present debt being first cleared 
off, and an acknowledgement of the interest to which we are legally entitle? 6 per cent 

sTaUbe 8 paid.* ^ t0 ^ $° m the timC h should have been P aid U P to time it 



Mr. La Ba 



te, Poor Law Inspector, to the Commissioners: — May 10, 1849.; 



• • Pp0 a m y andvad \ n Dublin for the purpose of personally representing to the Com- 
missioners the urgent and deplorable circumstances in which the Union of Thurles is now 
placed, from the want of sufficient funds to provide for the destitute poor even for the 

^ nr^/ ^ e p e ^-^ pr T d rf l * he of y° ur of the 9th instant! 
informing the Vice-Guardians that the Commissioners cannot give the guarantee 
stipulated for by the Messrs. Russell mid Sons, in their communication of the 4tf instant 

to the SSw ? UP °” T* “\ al0ne co " tinuc to “PP'P Union with breaStS 
m-l^bo 20 .* but that the utmost the Commissiouem can undertake to do 

iedL%I"™“ 1,aJme "* ° f ““ 0,1 Vice-Guardians mayto 

,., P . I r iavc to st “° fbat the Treasurer of the Union has been already applied to for a small 
advance upon the credit of the next rate, with the guarantee for the payment of the interest 
as before stated ; but a decided refusal was given by the Director, of ^National BaS to 
make any advance whatever to the Union. 

credW^C^mclo””^ il ”P oss!bli i’ “ the " 1 ““ of sufficient funds, and without 
ciedit, that the Vice-Guardians can continue to provide for the weekly support of the 
destitute poor now receiving out-door relief, and amounting to nearly 14,000 souls and 
unless the Commissioners can obtain the permission of the Treasury to make an advance 
by way of loan for a short time, until either a new contract upon fair and reasonable terms 
lnt ° ^ ^-Guardians on beWf of the Union, or immediate rt™ 
taken foi striking ra-tes sufficient to meet the ordinary expenditure of the Union out-doS 
££ r-‘ ultogether. I have therefore, to /equLl that the Common™ tffi 

ake an immediate advance to the Vice-Guardians of such amount as will obviate the 

thiuMrilfb” I ellef the . litute poor now receiving it. I have to add, 

that it will be altogether impossible to collect so much of the outstanding arrears of pool- 

mtilT w e ” able he Unl ™ t0 itS liabilit ics, a ud provide for its prospective wants 
untd such tune as a new rate can be put m course of being collected, and that no other 

adTa ” CC &0m thC hy-yof loan to be 



The Commissioners 
to Sir Charles 
Trevelyan,' 



The Commissioners to Sir Charles Trevelyan : — May 12, 1849. 

Relief V)l d ,’ rect e d b y ‘he Commissioners for administering the Laws for 
Relief of the loor m Ireland to state, for the information of tile Lords Com- 
m nrnvhT f MaJS ? ty S smy, that the amounts which appear necessary 

to proytde for the supplies of the present week, ending on the 12th instant in 15 
distressed Unions, are the following:— ■, m i» 
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£. 


s. 


d. 


Ballina 


. 770 


0 


0 


Ballinrobe 


. 795 


0 


0 


Bantry 


. 380 


0 


0 


Cahirciveen 


. 275 


0 


0 


Car rick-on- Shannon 


. 320 


0 


0 


Castlebar 


. 610 


0 


0 


Clifden . 


. 500 


0 


0 


Gort 


. 300 


0 


0 


Galway . 


. 642 


0 


0 


Kenmare 


. 335 


0 


0 


Kilrush . 


. 774 


0 


0 


Roscommon 


. 600 


0 


0 


Swineford 


. 415 


0 


0 


Tuam 


. 625 


0 


0 


Westport 


. 665 


0 


0 


Total 


£ 8,006 


0 


0 



In addition to the above amounts, it appears necessary to send at the begin- 
ning of the week ending the 19th instant, the following amounts to five Unions 
for the purposes of that week : — 





£. 


s. 


d. 


Dingle 


. 350 


0 


0 


Scariff 


. 640 


0 


0 


Castlerea . 


. 400 


0 


0 


Thurles . 


. 250 


0 


0 


Ennistymon 


. 600 


0 


0 


Total 


£2,240 


0 


0 



These amounts, together with the amounts required for the 15 Unions for 
the present week, make a total of 10,246/. required over and above the defi- 
ciency ill the previous remittances, pointed out in the Commissioners’ letter of 
the 11th instant. 

The Commissioners estimate that a further sum, exceeding 8000/., will pro- 
bably be required to meet the necessities of the ensuing week in 15 Unions 
above named, which have not yet received any advance on account of the 
present week. 



Treasury Minute on the above: — May 14, 1849. 

Write to the Poor Law Commissioners acknowledging the receipt of their 
letters dated the llth and 12th instant, and state that my Lords have directed 
that a further sum of 5000/. may be advanced from Civil Contingencies for the 
purpose of affording relief in the most distressed Unions in the west of Ireland 
and Deputy Commissary-General Dobree will be authorized to place that sum 
at their disposal. 

Give authority accordingly to the Paymaster-General and to Deputy Com- 
missary-General Dobree. 



Treasury Minute : — May 15, 1849. 

Write to the Poor Law Commissioners, in continuation of the letter oJ 
yesterday s date, that their Lordships have directed a further sum of 5000/ to 
be issued to them for the purpose of affording relief to the distressed Unions. 
Give the usual directions to the Paymaster-General and to Deputy Com- 
"Qbree, a PP risin § the Paymaster-General that the issue of the 
5000/. is to be made from Civil Contingencies. 
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The Commissioners to Sir Charles Trevelyan: — May 11, 1849. 

I am directed by the Commissioners for administering the Laws for 
Relief of the Poor in Ireland to forward herewith, for the information of the 
Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, a copy of a letter which the 
Commissioners have received from Mr. Digan, contractor for the supply of 
meal to the Scariff Union, in which he states, that unless aid comes to the 
destitute poor they must die in hundreds. 

I am, at the same time, to forward a copy of a Report received from Captain 
Spark, Temporary Inspector of the Union, in which he states, that unless 
larger sums of money be furnished to the Union than heretofore, it will be 
impossible to obtain the necessary supplies to enable the Vice-Guardians to 
continue to afford relief to the destitute poor of the Union. 



Enclosures.' 

Mr. Digan to the Commissioners : — May 4, 1849. 

Although I am aware of the representations made by Captain Spark and the 
Vice- Guardians of the state of continued difficulty under which the Scariff Poor-Law 
Union labours, I would not be doing justice to myself were I to remain silent. 

Since I last had the honour of addressing you on this subject, the Vice-Guardians have 
been obliged to run deeper and deeper into my debt every week in order to enable them 
to continue relief to the destitute, 19,000 of whom are now on out-door relief. 

I have been compelled by those circumstances, and the embarrassed state of the Union, 
to refuse supplying the usual quantity of food this week ; but on Captain Sparks’ urgent 
appeal and good promises, I have agreed to let them have half a supply, that is to say, 
about three days’ food, and what the wretched poor are to do for the remaining portion of 
the week God only knows ; unless aid comes to them in, some shape they must die in 
hundreds. 

The matter is for your earnest consideration. Apathy in such a case becomes culpable. 



Captain Spark, Temporary Inspector, to the Commissioners: — May 4, 1849. 

I have the honour to transmit the letter of application and weekly estimate of the 
Vice-Guardians of the expense that will be incurred for the maintenance of the poor of 
this Union to Saturday, the 12th instant. The estimate has been carefully prepared, and 
I beg to state that I concur in it. 

I feel it my duty also, to represent to the Commissioners, that unless money be more 
largely furnished than heretofore, it will not be possible to obtain the necessary supplies 
to enable the Vice-Guardians to continue to afford relief to the destitute poor of the 
Union, nor even to keep open the workhouses and hospitals. The weekly grants of money 
have been large ; but having run far short of the amounts required, the circumstance 
has occasioned heavy sums to be due on account of supplies that have been recently fur- 
nished the Union, in full assurance that by the ’aid of Her Majesty’s Government the 
Vice-Guardians would be enabled to pay for them in ready money — they would, otherwise, 
have been withheld undoubtedly. Mr. Digan, the meal merchant, who came forward so 
liberally at a time when none other would assist the Union, has refused to continue longer 
to increase the debt that has unavoidably been weekly accruing against the Vice-Guardians 
in his account. 

Seeing the very fearful consequences of this determination, and anxious to prevent death 
by starvation, I have prevailed upon Mr. Digan to furnish to the different depots suffi- 
cient Indian meal for the three first days of the coming week, for the expenses of which 
(the whole week) the accompanying estimate has been made ; and I trust I shall receive 
advice that the sum, 700/., required by the Vice- Guardians, will be at the disposal of the 
Commissioners to meet the wants of this Union in due time — by Monday at latest, that 
the remainder of the week’s requirements may be obtained, and the very serious con- 
sequences be averted that must otherwise ensue. 

The Commissioners may rel}-, that I shall see that the Vice-Guardians press forward 
the collection of the new x-ates without the least delay; but the large amount of out- 
standing cheques, to be met by the first proceeds, will cause it to be several weeks before 
the rate will be available for cun-ent expenses ; and having no credit whatever, except for 
good intentions, the Vice-Guardians’ dependence must entirely rest on aid from Govern- 
ment, to enable them in the interval to feed the suffering pauper population of the Union, 
and otherwise carry out the Poor Law. 
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The Commissioners to Sir Charles Trevelyan : — May 11, 1849. 

I am directed by the Commissioners for administering the Laws for 
Relief of the Poor in Ireland, to forward herewith, for the information of the 
Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, a copy of a letter received 
from the Vice-Guardians of Scariff Union, stating that if timely aid be not 
given, they will be driven to the dreadful extremity of shutting up the work- 
house, and stopping relief to upwards of 18,000 on the out relief lists, and 
stating that if a further amount than that sent towards the requirements of 
the week ended 5th instant, estimated at 700/. be not sent, they have no earthly 
means of paying for food for the present week. 

The Commissioners also enclose copies of communications received from the 
Vice-Guardians and clerk of Ballinrobe Union, in reference to the insufficient 
advance of funds in aid of the Union. 



Scariff and Ballin- 
robe Unions. 



The Commissioners 
to Sir Charles 
Trevelyan. 




Enclosures. 

The Vice-Guardians to the Commissioners -.—May 3, 1849. 

We have* the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 27,758 / 1849. 
stating that a requisition had been sent to tiie Commissariat Office for the issue of a sum of 
438/. in aid of the current expenses of the Scariff Union, and also that the amount fowarded 
is the entire amount at your disposal for this Union. 

The sum sent being lor disbursements in accordance with our [estimate, and granted for this 
week ending the 5th instant, we regret to be obliged to inform you that having now no 
prospect of paying for food for the next week, if money be not granted, and with a sum of over 
850/. due to Mr. Digan, the meal and bread contractor, who will not give any further credit, 
we are constrained to state that we have now no earthly means of obtaining food for the next 
week, for either in-door or out-door relief, and we therefore will, if a timely grant be not 
afforded us, be driven to the dreadful extremity of shutting up the workhouse, which contains 
upwards of 1,500 persons, and stopping relief from over 18,000 on the out-door relief lists, 
which must, be attended with the death of thousands, and cause the most serious and alarming 
consequence throughout the Union. ° 



Mr. J. W. Evans, Clerk of the Union, to the Commissioners : — May 3, 1849. Ballinrobe Union. 

I am directed by the Vice-Guardians to acknowledge the receipt of the Commissioners’ 
circular, dated 1st instant, and in reference thereto, I am to inform the' Commissioners, that 
the expenses for the week on which the advance is made exceeds the advance by upwards 
of 300/., and that the Vice-Guardians are therefore unable to discharge the contractor’s claims 
for that period. 

With reference to that portion of the Commissioners’ letter which states, that the amount 
now forwarded is the entire amount at the Commissioners’ disposal for the Ballinrobe Union, 

I am directed to state, that the Vice-Guardians will be unable to continue any relief tc the 
destitute, if further advances are not proposed to be made to the Union. 



Extract from Vice-Guardians’ Minutes, dated May 3, 1S49. 

Read, communication from the Poor Law Commissioners addressed to the clerk of 
the Union, stating that the amount (471/.) now forwarded is the entire amount which is at the 
disposal of the Commissioners for the Ballinrobe Union. 

Resolved , — That we view with great alarm this notification, as we feel convinced the with- 
drawal of supplies from the destitute poor of the Ballinrobe Union, even for one week, would entail 
death upon thousands, and that the clerk be directed forthwith to communicate the fore°- 0 in<r 
resolution to the Poor Law Commissioners, and at the same time to point out that the amount 
of advance received for the week ended 28th ultimo, does not equal the actual expenditure bv 
upwards of 300/. 



The Commissioners to Sir Charles Trevelyan ‘.-^-May 11, 1849. Kiirush Union. 

I am directed by the Commissioners for administering the Laws for The Commissioners 
Relief of the Poor in Ireland, to forward, for the information of the Lords’ Sir Charles 
Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, the enclosed copy of a Report Tre ^ in - 
which the Commissioners have received from the Vice-Guardians of Kiirush ~ — — 

Union, relative to the state of that Union, together with an extract from a — — 

Report from Captain Kennedy, the Temporary Poor Law Inspector, on the 
same subject. 
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Kilrush Union. 



Enclosures. 

Messrs. Kelly and Meagher, Vice-Guardians, to the Commissioners: — May 7, 1849. 

The mortality in the house was only two, but. there were many in the cholera hospital 
from diarrhoea and dysentery ; the deaths throughout the Union are most numerous — in Kil- 
mury, 49 in two days ; and we are informed nearly 100 in Moyarta in the week. Famine and 
contagion have made dreadful havoc among those whose debilitated frames made them unable 
to resist any attack of disease. We often find instances of three, four, or perhaps five different 
families, who have been evicted from their former abodes, congregated in one miserable cabin ; 
and when disease attacks any of the number, its ravages are dreadful : want of clothing is 
another cause of their being compelled to remain in those houses, whether infected or not ; very 
often, indeed, there will be only one of a family that can procure sufficient raiment, to attend at 
the meal depot for the rations of the junior branches of the family. The emaciated appearance 
of the men, in particular, evinces the insufficiency of their food, when subsisting on one pound 
of meal per day ; they have no means of adding anything to that quantity: we would, there- 
fore, respectfully suggest to the Commissioners the consideration, whether it would not be an act of 
humanity to allow one pound and a-half to the men while actually employed at stone-breaking. 

The receipts for the week were 8(V. 6s- . 3d., some improvement, on the late collection. The 
current expenses of the home-payment of stewards and artizans far exceed any amount we 
receive, without reference to the amount of relief. The supply for out-door relief alone this 
week, amounts to 612Z. 6s. 3d., exclusive of rice, oatmeal, milk, &c., ; ordered in large 
quantities by the medical officers. 

We earnestly request the consideration of the Commissioners to our distressing position, w’ith 
respect to the debts of the Union ; all the milk contractors, those for clothing, fuel, officers’ 
rations, &c., &c., are most importunate ; the salaries due 25th March all unpaid, and, in most 
cases, they are the only resources on which they subsist. The bills also for supplies of sundries 
to cholera hospitals and to dispensaries are daily pressing on us, as well as the salaries of the 
medical- attendants. 

We beg to assure the Commissioners, that we use every means to enforce the collection of 
the rates; but we have so repeatedly represented the miserable state of this Union, that we 
trust the Commissioners will take into their consideration the impossibility of our discharging 
these demands out of any funds possible to realize from the resources of the Union. ° ° 



Extract from Captain Kennedy’s Report : — May 7, 1849. 

The general state of the Union causes me serious anxiety and pain. I cannot con- 
ceal from myself that the condition of the poor becomes daily worse, and the mortality 
more distressing. J 

I have conducted Mr. Phelan (the medical inspector) through the western portion of 
the Union, and I would hope that the Commissioners would call upon him to state his 
opinion, and afford the benefit of his matured experience, as I freely confess that I distrust 
my own judgment in such trying circumstances. 

„ J m 7 constant a ”d untiring exertions make but little impression upon the mass 

of fearful suffering. As soon as one horde of houseless, and all but naked paupers are 
dead, or provided for in the workhouse, another wholesale eviction doubles tne number, 
who, in their turn, pass through the same ordeal of wandering from house to house, or 
burrowing in bogs or behind ditches, till, broken down by privation and exposure to the 
elements, they seek the workhouse or die by the roadside. The state of some districts of 
the Union during the last 14 days baffles description; 16 houses, containing 21 families 
have been levelled in one small village in “ Killard ” division, and a vast number in the 
rural parts of it. As cabins become fewer, lodgings, however miserable, become more 
difficult to obtain. And the helpless and houseless creatures thus turned out of the only 
home they ever knew, betake themselves to the nearest bog or ditch, with their little all 
and, thus huddled together, disease soon decimates them. 

Notwithstanding that fearful and (I believe) unparallelled numbers have been unhoused 
in this Union within the year (probably 15,000), it seems hardly credible that 1,200 more 
have had their dwellings levelled within a fortnight. 

I have a list of 760 completed, and of above 400 in preparation. It appears to me 
almost impossible to successfully meet such a state of things ; and the prevailing epidemic 
or the dread of it, aggravates the evil. None of this houseless class can now find admit- 
tance save into some overcrowded cabin, whose inmates seldom survive a month. I have 
shown Dr. Phelan some of these miserable nests of pestilence, which I am at a loss to 
describe. 

Five families, numbering 20 souls, are not unfrequently found in a cabin consisting of 
one small apartment. At “ Doonbeg,” a few days since, I found three families, numbering 
lb persons, one of whom had cholera, and three in a hopeless stage of dysentery. The 
cabin they occupied consisted of one wretched apartment about 12 feet square. It was one 
of the few refuges for the evicted, and they were unable to reckon how many had been 
carried out of it from time to time to the grave. 

h another of those deserted and ruined cabins I found a family of these wandering 
evicted. 1 he father of the family lay dead upon some mouldy straw, two of his children 
lay sound asleep on and across his lifeless body, and his wife lay, all but dead, in a corner 
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beside a smouldering turf. The history of the family is short, and that of thousands in 
this miserable and neglected locality. They had been evicted some months ago ; found 
temporary shelter in a low lodging, where they received “ out-door relief;” sickness, the 
natural result of overcrowding, overtook one of the family ; all were (as it is here termed) 
“ thrown out when, after wandering and exposure, they found this miserable shelter 
wherein to die. 

In a cow-shed adjoining this wretched cabin, I found “ Ellen Lynch,” lyino- in an 
almost hopeless stage of dysentery. She had been carried thither by her son when 
“ thrown out ” of her miserable lodging, and was threatened with momentary expulsion 
from even this refuge by the philanthropic owner of it ; her only safety rested in the fears 
of all but her son to approach her. I was ankle deep in manure while standing beside 
her. This poor woman is nearly related to an elective member of the Ennis Board of 
Guardians, and also to one of the late Kilrush Board. Her husband had been lately evicted 
and died. I had all conveyed to the workhouse. They were all in receipt of out-relief, 
and had even got medical assistance. It is quite impossible for a relieving officer to watch 
over these helpless creatures, wandering from place to place ; sickness overtakes them where 
they are not known or cared for, and these horrors ensue. 

The state of a great portion of those receiving out-door relief under the 2nd Section is 
very pitiable. 

.While inspecting a stone-breaking depdt a few days since, I observed one of the men 
take off Ins remnant of a pair of shoes and started across the fields; I followed him with 
my eye, and at a distance saw the blaze of a fire in the bog. I sent a boy to inquire the 
cause of it, and the man running from his work, and was told that his house had been 
levelled the day before, that he had erected a temporary hut on the lands, and while his 
wife and children were gathering shell-fish on the strand, and he stone-breakino- the 
bailiff or “ driver” fired it. 

These ruthless acts of barbarity are submitted to with an unresisting patience hardly 
credible. J 

I need not enter upon the financial condition of the Union, which the estimates for- 
warded will sufficiently explain. I need only remark, that I anticipate a respectable 
collection this week, and for some weeks to come, but certainly not sufficient to meet more 
than half the current expenses of the Union for food alone. 



The Commissioners to Sir Charles Trevelyan: — May 12, 1849. 

I am directed by the Commissioners for administering the Laws for 
Relief of tile Poor in Ireland, to forward to you, for the information of the 
Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, the accompanying copy of a 
letter which the Commissioners have received from the Rev. Patrick Quaid, 
relative to the stoppage of the supply of out-door relief in Scariff Union, toge- 
ther with a copy of the observations of Captain Spark, the Temporary Inspector 
in charge of the Union, onthe subject, dated the 9th instant. 

Enclosures. 

Rev. P. Quaid to the Commissioners: — May 4, 1S49. 

I must, against my inclination, be troublesome to you, as in conscience I cannot, with 
the state ot tile starving poor before me, remain silent. I address you from the meal depot, 
where I thought meal was distributing to the poor, as this was the da}- on which they ought to 
get it. I find hundreds of these more than half starved creatures, some of whom come a dis- 
tance of four miles, and who now must return to their unfortunate families without a pound of 
meal; indeed, gentlemen, it is more than melancholy to see those creatures picking green nettles 
on the road sides, and water-cresses out of trenches. Some of these people are hardly able to 
return home. Why they do not get the meal to-day as usual, or why they did not get an 
account belore they were brought here to be disappointed, I am at a loss to know. Gentlemen, 
I again say it is against my will, after writing to you on yesterday, I again have to trouble you 
on this day ; but, had you witnessed the state of the poor, as I am writing this on my return 
from attending some of the sufferers from destitution in their fever wards, for they have no beds, 
it would make my apology to you. 

P.S.— -As I was sealing this letter, I have read to me a letter from the contractor, which has 
much alarmed me, to say he would not supply meal, as he was not paid. Gentlemen, if funds 
be not supplied immediately, hundreds will be starved, for stopping meal from them for the 
shortest space of time will have this effect; so, in the name of heaven, I beg you to avert this 
horrible calamity. 



Captain Spark’s Observations referred to : — May 9, 1849. 

The Commissioners are aware that want of funds was the cause or the stoppage of the 
usual supply of food. 11 ° 

The contractor has been induced to furnish sufficient meal for this current week’s distribution, 
on receiving a payment of 200/. out of the last remittance of 232/. 



D 



Eilriish Union. 



Scariff Union. 



The Commissioners 
to Sir Charles 
Trevelyan. 
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FURTHER PAPERS RELATING to the AID AFFORDED 



Kanturk Union. The Commissioners to Sir Charles Trevelyan :• — May 14, 1849. 

S*Sir'chari?s 0n * r * The Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor 

Trevelyan.' 6S in Ireland direct me to forward herewith a copy of a letter received from the 

_ — ' Vice-Guardians of Kanturk Union requesting the Commissioners to guarantee 

the interest on a loan which the Vice-Guardians propose to obtain until a new 
rate can be collected. 

The Commissioners are sensible of the importance of the loan being ob- 
tained, and they request their Lordships’ permission to guarantee the payment 
of the necessary interest out of such funds as may be placed at their disposal 
for relief of Poor Law Unions in Ireland. 

The Commissioners desire to point out that the Union of Kanturk has been 
one of the highest rated Unions in Ireland, and the difficulty of immediately 
collecting the amount of rate adequate to the wants of the Union would be of 
the most embarrassing nature, if not totally impracticable, and, therefore, if a 
loan be not obtained, debts will probably be incurred at enhanced prices. And, 
moreover, there is danger of the supplies being stopped, and of the Union being 
left absolutely without resources to support the poor. 

The Commissioners are not prepared to recommend a grant to this Union ; 
and in the event of their Lordships sanctioning the guarantee of interest, the 
Commissioners will take care that the loan is obtained for such an amount 
only as may be ' indispensably necessary to provide for the exigencies of the 
Union until the new rate can be collected. 

• There is a class of Unions which before next harvest will become situated 
like Kanturk Union, and in which the Commissioners consider that advances 
might be obtained from the Treasurer, or from other sources, on the Commis- 
sioners’ guarantee of the interest only, which cannot legally be charged on the 
poor-rates ; and without this aid, such Unions, it may be apprehended, would 
be reduced to the necessity of obtaining grants, or ceasing to relieve the desti- 
tute poor under the weight of their immediate embarrassments. 



Enclosure. 

Messrs. Fisher and Keegan, Vice-Guarclians, to the Commissioners : — May 5, 1849. 

We had the honour to forward a financial Report for the Union on Tuesday last, 
the 1st May, and as our funds with the Treasurer are now reduced very low, we beg to 
request your permission and authority to make an application immediately to the Trea- 
surer for an advance until a new rate can be collected, and we have reason to believe our 
application will be acceded to, if accompanied by your guarantee for payment of the 
interest. The advance we propose to apply for is 5,000/., to be drawn only as it may be 
required. As this subject is one of immediate importance, we have to beg for an early 
reply. 



Sir Charles Sir Charles Trevelyan to the Commissioners. — May 16, 1849. 

Trevelyan to the . . . 

Commissioners. I am commanded by the Lords Commissioners ol Her Majesty s 

Treasury to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 14th instant, request- 
ing the permission of this Board to guarantee the interest on a loan of 5000/. 
which the Vice-Guardians of the Kanturk Union propose to obtain, until a 
new rate can be collected, and I am to acquaint you that under the circum- 
stances stated, my Lords are pleased to accede to your recommendation. 



Thuries Union. The Commissioners to Sir Charles Trevelyan: — May 14, 1849. 



The Commissioners 
to Sir Charles 
Trevelyan. 

* See p. 10.’ 



With reference to the Commissioners’ letter of the 11th* instant giving 
a detailed statement of the affairs of the Thuries Union, the Commissioners 
for administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor in Ireland, request that the 
Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, will place funds at the Com- 
missioners’ command, for the purpose of assisting this Union until the new rate 
is made ; as the Commissioners apprehend that a stoppage of relief will ensue, 
the Guardians being in debt to their contractors, Messrs. Russell, to the 
extent of 6,000/., who have peremptorily refused to continue supplies. 

The Commissioners estimate that a sum of at least 250/. will be required this 
week for the purpose. 
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f'li The Commissioners inclose herewith, a statement showing the particulars of 
the collection of this Union, from the 29th September 1847. 

The Commissioners desire to add that they have urged the Vice- Guardians 
to put a new rate in course of collection immediately, so as to admit of repay- 
ment of the advance being made forthwith. 

Enclosure. 



Amount of poor’s rate remaining uncollected on the 29th Sept. 1847 . 3,218 

• Amount of rate made from the 29th Sept. 1848 . . r . . . 16,660 

Poundage of such rate (from 5 d. to os.) 

Date of rate — 26th October, 1847. 

Amount collected from the 29th Sept., 1847, to the 29th Sept., 1848 . 15,271 

Amount remaining uncollected on the 29th Sept., 1848 . . . 4,607 

Amount declared irrecoverable (none.) 

Amount of rate made from the 29th Sept., 1848 ..... 15,475 

Poundage of such rate (2s. Id. to 3s.) 

Date of rate — 10th October 1848. 

Amount collected from the 29th Sept., 1848 to the 9th May, 1849 . 15,015 

Amount declared irrecoverable (none ) 

Amount remaining uncollected on the 9th May, 1849 .... 5,067 



Treasury Minute: — May 17, 1849. 

Write to the Poor Law Commissioners in Ireland that as it would 
appear from the tenor of their previous communications that rates may be col- 
lected more easily at the present season than at any time during the last few 
Weeks, my Lords feel it to be their duty to impress upon them the necessity 
which exists for striking and collecting additional rates in those Unions to 
which grants are being made from the public revenue in aid of the rates ; and 
their Lordships request that the Poor Law Commissioners will make an early 
report to them, showing what measures are in progress in each of the Unions in 
question for this purpose, and what further measures they propose to adopt. 

My Lords deem it especially incumbent upon them to insist upon the rates 
being collected which may be payable by lessors in those Unions in which, as 
in the case of the Kilrush Union, large numbers of persons have been evicted 
from their holdings, and the amount of destitution so much . increased as to 
render necessary assistance from other resources than the rates of the Union. 

My Lords also desire that the attention of the Commissioners may be parti- 
culary directed to those Unions to which no grants were made last year, but 
from which applications for assistance have been recently received. The Ennis, 
Ennistymon, and Thurles Unions are of this description ; and as regards Ennis 
and Thurles, it is evident, from the papers which have been transmitted to their 
Lordships’ Board, that the applications for assistance from the public have been 
rendered necessary by adequate rates not having been struck with sufficient 
promptitude, no rates having been struck in the case of the Ennis Union since 
September, and in the case of the Thurles Union since October, 1848, and the 
highest rate then struck having been 3.?. Hrf. in the pound in Ennis, and 3s. 
in the pound in Thurles. In these and in all other similar cases, my Lords 
desire that no delay may take place in striking and levying of new rates. 



The Commissioners to Mr. Lewis: — May 18, 1849. 

By direction of the Commissioners for administering the Laws for 
Relief of the Poor in Ireland, I have the honour to forward herewith for the 
information of Secretary Sir George Grey, a copy of a report which the Com- 
missioners have received from their Inspector, Mr. R. Bourke, relating to the 
prospects of the Ballina, Swineford, and Westport Unions. 

Enclosure. 

Mr. Bourke to the Commissioners: — May 15, 1849. 

With reference to my letter of the 28th ultimo, upon the agricultural prospects of the 
Ballina Union, 1 beg to inform you that I have pursued my inquiries into this subject, and have 

D 2 



Thurles Union. 




Treasury Minute. 



Ballina, Swineford, 
and Westport 
Unions. 



The Commissioners 
to Mr. Lewis. 




See former Series. 
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and Westport ' ^tamedfrom tile valuator who has been lately engaged in revising the valuation of the Union, a 
Unions. return showing some ol the frequent instances which have come under his notice of holdings, that 

since his revision in the summer of last year have become consolidated, arid are now occupied 
by a single tenant, and ot farms taken by persons heretofore unconnected with this locality, 
i his informrtion confirms the opinion I lately expressed of the tendency to improvement in 
the prospects ol this Union and the evidences of industry, and of a slight revival of the dis- 
position to invest capital and labour in the cultivation of the soil. The consolidated holdings 
have been increased in value from about. 21. and 51. to 30Z. or 40Z., and the average value of 
the farms taken by stranger appears to be about 40Z. Amongst these latter are a Scotch 
company who have taken land in Ballycastle electoral division, and a flax manufacturing firm 
who are establishing themselves in Ardnaree. The revisor of the valuation further states, 
that in localities where a good example has been set by landed proprietors, an evident im- 
provement. has taken place in the mode of cultivation. He also states his belief that there is a 
larger extent of gram sown than last year, and a larger area planted with potatoes than has 
been ior the last three years. He seems to think that turnips will be but little cultivated. 

These views have been confirmed by the testimony of other parties with whom I have 
conversed. 

To whatever causes this improvement may be ascribed, I think it is beyond all doubt that 
the moderate amount of poors rates levied off this Union during the last two years has largely 
contributed to the result, and I am seriously apprehensive that if a heavy taxation is to be 
henceforth imposed, a severe check will be given to further enterprize, and the experiments 
already undertaken will have to be abandoned. 

Since my last report on this subject, I have made careful observations and inquiries into the 
state of cultivation in the Swineford and Westport Un'ons, and have satisfied myself that as 
great an extent of land, if not more, is under cultivation this year as there was during the 
last. But the condition of the small farmers at present throughout the whole of this county 
is most lamentable, they have made every possible sacrifice to obtain seed for their land, and 
are now in many cases left completely destitute of all means of support. Many are unwilling 
to abandon the holding which it has cost them so much to till, and prefer the chances of death 
from starvation, to the prospect of losing the return of their labour, and self-denial ; whilst, 
on the other hand, some are driven by suffering to surrender the fruits of their toil in order 
to obtain the means of present support; and more to make an offer of surrender upon the 
chance ot being able to recover the possession of their land on the approach of harvest. At 
the last meeting which I attended of the Swineford Board, I was informed by a gentleman, 
who is receiver over several estates under the management of the Court of Chancery, that on 
the previous day he had been offered possession of about 100 holdings of land fully cropped, 
and that he believed these offers were for the most part made in perfect good faith, and with 
no view to subsequent renewal of occupation. In some of these cases it may be possible to 
afford relief from the rates without any violation of ihe law, but in others I fear that the most 

lamentable consequences must be expected to follow. 

Relief to the families of persons continuing in the occupation of land will cause an increase 
in the expenditure of Unions, which in the present exhausted state of their finances they are 
totally unable to meet, and I cannot avoid expressing my earnest hope that it may be prac- 
ticable, before long, to afford employment on works of general utility to those persons who are 
not fit objects for relief from the rates, but who, if unassisted through the months intervenin' 
between this and harvest, must perish from want, or sacrifice the fruit of their labour and 
become permanent paupers. 



The Commissioners 
to Sir Charles 
Trevelyan. 



The Commissioners to Sir Charles Trevelyan -.—May 18, 1849. 

I am directed by the Commissioners for administering the Law for 
Relief of the Poor in Ireland to state, for the information of the Lords Com- 
missioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, that the 'further sum of 10,000/. 
authorized to be issued to distressed Unions this week, as notified in your letters 
of the 14th and 15th instant, has been issued to the undermentioned Unions, 
against the name of each of which is shown the amount issued from the above 
sum, and the amount of the deficiency for the week, including that reported 
to their Lordships on the 1 1th instant. 
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— 


A “ 


| Deficiency. 




£. 1 


£. 


Ballina 


690 ! 


352 


Ballinrobe 1 


710 


365 


Bantrv 


410 


95 


Cahirciveen ...... 


250 


120 


Carrick-on-Shannon 


280 


146 


Castlebar 


540 : 


277 


Castlerea 


360 


180 


Clifden 


550 


119 


Dingle 


300 


158 


Ennistymon 


560 


285 


Galway 


580 


293 


Gort 


260 


141 


Kenmare 


360 


83 


Kilrusli 


690 


358 


Mobill 


60 


46 


Roscommon i 


530 


263 


Scarilf 1 


780 


190 


Surneford 


440 


122 


Tuam 


560 


290 


Westport 


590 


302 


l’hurles 


250 




Listowel 


250 




Total 


10,000 


i 4,185 



With respect to the advance to Listowel Union, the Commissioners direct 
me to call attention to their letter of this date on the subject. 

The Commissioners estimate that, in addition to the above-named deficiency, 
a further sum of not less than 1 1,000/. will be required at the commencement 
of the ensuing week, to meet the requirements of the several Unions. 



Treasury Minute on the above: — May 21, 1849. 

Write to the Poor Law Commissioners acknowledging the receipt of this 
letter, and state that my Lords will authorize Deputy Commissary-General 
Dobree to place at their disposal the further sum of 5,000/., for the purpose of 
affording relief to the mostdistressed Unions in the west of Ireland 

Give the necessary directions to the Paymaster-General to transfer the sum 
of 5,000/. from Civil Contingencies, to Deputy Commissary-General Dobree’s 
account at the Bank of Ireland, &c. 

Write accordingly to Deputy Commissary-General Dobree. 



The Commissioners to Sir Charles Trevelyan: — May 18, 1849. 

I am directed by the Commissioners for administering the Laws for 
Relief of the Poor in Ireland to forward herewith a copy of a Report received 
from one of the Vice-Guardians of Listowel Union, stating that the contractors 
had stopped supplies, and that the Vice- Guardians cannot possibly feed the 
people unless they receive some present assistance through the Commissioners. 

The Commissioners, under these circumstances, have advanced a sum of 
250/. to the Vice-Guardians as a loan, to be repaid from the rates ; and they 
will insist on the most prompt measures being taken to repay the money, and 
provide for the current expenses. 

The Commissioners are not yet able to state whether the Vice-Guardians 
are likely to obtain further credit before the new rate is made available ; but 
they have not held out any hopes of ft further advance at the present time. 



Mr. Flood, Vice-Guardian, to the Commissioners: — May 17, 1849. 

The Vicc-Guardians regret having to report that on Saturday, 12th instant, our 
meal contractors refused to supply two tons of rice ordered on said day ; and at same 
time sent a verbal message, that we need not send for any more provisions unless prepared 
to pay off the balance of a former account due to them. This refusal was from the con- 



Ballina, Swineford, 
and Westport 
Unions. 



Treasury Minute. 



Listowel Union. 

The Commissioners 
to Sir Cha'Ls 
Trevelyan. 
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Listo wei U nion, tractor’s depot at Ballylongford. The Vice-Guardians then sent an order for meal on the 
14th to Messrs. Shaw and Duffield’s agent in Listowei, who also refused to supply us, as 
he stated, by his employer’s directions. The Vice-Guardians conceived it their duty 
then to endeavour to procure meal at any price, and accordingly made offers to several 
merchants in Tralee, who all refused to supply at any price, on credit. The Vice- 
Guardians then considered it necessary to proceed forthwith to Limerick, where Mr. 
Flood had, in the first instance, a long personal communication with Messrs. Shaw and 
Duffield, who ultimately declined any further supply unless they were paid their demand 
for 3000Z., or unless their proposal of other terms from this date were accepted, in lieu of 
the terms of the existing contract, which they positively declined fulfilling. The Vice- 
Guardians conceive they have not the power to enter into any terms that would vitiate the 
present contract. Mr. Flood then had interviews with Messrs. Bannatyne, Messrs. 
Spaight, and Mr. Usborne. They all declined to supply the Union at any terms on credit. 
Mr. Usborne stated, that although he was not one of the party, that he understood the 
merchants were agreed not to supply at present except for cash. 

Under those circumstances, and at the desire of his colleague, Mr. Russell, Mr. Flood 
proceeded to Dublin to lay the matter before the Commissioners, to know how they are 
to act. 

There will be no provisions after this week ; and the Vice-Guardians, having only 150 1. 
to their credit, and the requirements for the week for meal alone amounting to nearly 750 1., 
they cannot possibly feed the people unless they receive some present assistance through 
the Commissioners, 

The Vice-Guardians are in a position to strike a rate at present on four electoral 
divisions, which would enable them perhaps to realize what amount might be necessary 
for the current expenses within a month ; but they require assistance for that period, as 
at the present time they have little hope of collecting any considerable amount of the 
arrears. 

The Vice-Guardians wish to apprise the Commissioners, that Messrs. Shaw and 
Duffield have not written that they will not execute their contract. And even in the pro- 
posal to serve the Union upon other terms than those of existing contract, they erased 
their names before having it handed to Mr. Flood, to whom Mr. Duffield stated it was 
done so on due consideration. 



Treasury Minute. Treasury Minute on the above : — May 22, 1849. 

Write to the Poor Law Commissioners that, relying upon the assurance 
given by the Commissioners, that they will insist upon the most prompt mea- 
sures being' taken to repay the money and provide for the current expenses, my 
Lords will not refuse their sanction to the advance which has been made by 
them to this Union. 

My Lords desire to be informed when the advance shall have been repaid. 



Baiiina Union. The Commissioners to Sir Charles Trevelyan : — May 23, 1849. 

Sir c™ arie S s' 0nerS direction of the Commissioners for administering the laws for relief 

Trevelyan/ eS °f P 001 ' i n Ireland, I have the honour to forward herewith, for the informa- 
tion of the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, an extract from a 
report which the Commissioners have received from Mr. R. Hamilton, Tem- 
porary Poor Law Inspector for the Belmullet district of the Ballina Union. 

Enclosure. 

Extract from Mr. Hamilton’s Report, dated May 19, 1849. 

Everything appears going on satisfactorily with the exception of the state of bank- 
ruptcy to which the Vice-Guardians are reduced. 

They have neither credit nor funds, consequently they are completely at the mercy of 
their contractor, who may stop supplies at any moment. 

Since my return I have visited a large portion of the district, and am happy to say a 
very great exertion has been made to crop the land. There is, I think, nearly two-thirds 
more under cultivation this year than either last year or the year before. Potatoes have 
been planted on a large scale. 



The Commissioners Tile COMMISSIONERS to Sir CHARLES TrEVELYAN '.—May 23, 1849. 

to Sir Charles 

Trevelyan. I am directed by the Commissioners for administering the Laws for 

Relief of the P oor in Ireland, to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
21st instant, stating that the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury 
have authorized a further advance of 5,000/. to distressed Unions in Ireland. 
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In reply, I am to acquaint their Lordships that this sum has been appro- 
priated to the relief of 19 distressed Unions, according to the estimates of their 
several requirements for the week, now received, so far as the sum would 
suffice for the purpose, the deficiency being deducted in per centage proportions 
from the several estimates. 

The Commissioners subjoin a statement of the amounts appropriated to the 
several Unions, on the estimates for the week, and of the deficiencies thereon ; 
also the amount of the previous deficiency, as reported to their Lordships on 
the 18th instant. 



NAMES of unions. 


Amount 
Appropriated 
out of the 
5000/. 


Deficiency 
on the Weeks 
Estimates. 




£. 


£. 


Ballina 


450 


380 


B allinrobe 


460 


390 


Bantry 


200 


150 


Cahirciveen .... 


160 


140 


Carrick-on-Shannon . 


170 


150 


Castlebar 


330 


280 


Castlerea 


160 


140 


Clifden 


280 


230 


Dingle 


80 


70 


Galway 


390 


330 


Gort 


160 


140 


Kenmare 


200 


150 


Kilrush 


270 


230 


Mohill 


160 


140 


Roscommon .... 


320 


2S0 


Scariff 


350 


300 


Swineford 


160 


140 


Tuam . 


320 


2S0 


Westport 


3S0 


330 


Total 


5,000 


4,250 


Previous deficiency reported 


4,185 


Total deficiency . 




8,435 



The Commissioners request that their Lordships will be pleased to authorize 
a further advance this week, the sum last authorized being insufficient to meet 
the requirements of the several Unions. 



Treasury Minute on the above — May 24, 1849. 

Write to the Poor Law Commissioners, acknowledging the receipt of this 
letter, and state that my Lords will authorize Deputy Commissary-General 
Dobree to hold at their disposal a further sum of 5,000 1., which will be 
advanced to him from Civil Contingencies, for the purpose of affording relief 
to the distressed Unions in the West of Ireland. 

Give the necessary authority to the Paymaster-General, and to Deputy Com- 
missary-General Dobree. 



The Commissioners to Sir Charles Trevelyan : — May 23, 1849. 

I am directed by the Commissioners for administering the Laws for 
Relief of the Poor in Ireland to transmit herewith, for the information of the 
Right Honourable the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, a copy 
of a report received from Captain Spark, the Temporary Inspector at Scariff 
Union, forwarding an estimate of the expenditure for the support of the destitute 
poor of the Union for the week ended the 19tli instant. 

Enclosures. 

Captain Spark to the Commissioners: — May 11, 1849. 

I have the honour herewith to forward the application and estimate of the Wee- 
Guardians of. current expenses for the ensuing week ending the 19th instant, and I have to 



Ballina Union. 



Treasury Minute. 



Scariff Union. 

The Commissioners 
to Sir Charles 
Trevelyan. 
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Seariff Union. state that it has been with the greatest difficulty sufficient food could be obtained to keep 

the people from starvation during this week, in consequence of no remittance having been 
forwarded to the Vice- Guardians of the amount, 7407. 16s. 8 cl., embraced in the estimate 
sent to your office on the 4th instant. 

The sums of 2327. and 1207., last received, have been necessarily applied to pay deficiencies 
due to contractors, and calculated for in former estimates. 

The amount required on the last estimate was near 7007., and for the coming week, for 
which estimates are now sent, a like sum will certainly be necessary. The Vice- Guardians 
have no longer any credit to depend upon, and no means whatever at their command where- 
with to obtain supplies to feed the suffering people, and unless the looked-for money be 
furnished them without delay, undoubtedly a fearful amount of death from starvation, and 
of serious crime, will take place throughout this Union, in which destitution and disease arc 
universally prevalent, pervading in fact almost every class of the population. 



Messrs. Parks and Wallace, Vice-Guardians, to the Commissioners : — May 11, 1849. 

We beg to forward our estimate for the week ending Saturday the 19th instant, and 
to express a hope that the sum estimated for, together with the expenses of this current 
week also, will be duly forwarded to us, as any delay may be attended with very serious 
consequences. 

Scariff Union. 



ITEMS OF 
EXPENDITURE. 


Estimate for the Week ending 
May 19, 1849 6. 


Actual Expenditure of the latest 
week for which the Accounts are 
made up, being the Week ended 
May 5, 1849 a. 


OBSERVATIONS. 


Nos. 
in tiie 
Work- 


Nos. on the 
Out Relief 
Lists. ^ 


Total Cost 
for the Week. 


Nos. 
in the 
W ork- 


Nos. on the 
Out Relief 

Lists. 

G 


1 

i Total Cost , 
1 for the Week. , 


1. In Maintenance . 

2. Out Relief . 

3. Fever Hospitals . 

4. Establishment 

5. Total . . 

6. Deduct Estima-1 

ted Collection j 

7. Excess of 6 over 7 


1480 


18,SO0 


£. s. d. 
92 10 0 
548 6 8 
26 0 0 
70 0 0 


1542 


18,969 


£. 5. d. 

. 94 18 6 
492 15 2 
24 16 114 
71 2 5 


No. 6, Item. — None of the rate for 
some time to come can be made 
available for current expenses, in 
consequence of a large amount of 
money due on outstanding cheques 
in the hands of the Treasurer, 
which must be liquidated, as lodg- 
ments are made by the Collectors. 


1480 ^ 


18,800 


736 16 8 
736 16 8 


1542 


18,969 j 

•• 


683 13 04 ! 
6S3 13 Oil 



Note. — N o. 4. — The Establishment Expenses for the week ended May 5, 1849 a, consisted of the following items ; — 
Salaries, 427. 8s. 'Id. ; Rents, 87. 7s. 10(7., and other expenses, including workmen’s hire and cost of distributing meal, 
207. 6s. The estimated establishment expenses for the week ending- May 19, 1849 7>, consist of The following 
items: — Salaries, 427. 8s. Id . ; Rents, 87. 7s. 10(7., and other expenses, as above, 197. 3s. Id. 

May 11, 1849. Hor“io n“wallace.} Vice-Guar, ham. 



Kenmare Union. The Commissioners to Sir Charles Trevelyan : — May 23, 1849. 



The Commissioners 
to Sir Charles 
Trevelyan. 



I am directed by the Commissioners for administering- the Laws for 
Relief of the Poor in Ireland to forward herewith, for the information of the 
Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, a copy of a Report received 
from the Temporary Poor Law Inspector of Kenmare Union, transmitting an 
estimate of the sums required for the expenses of the week ended 12th instant, 
in which he states, that the short remittances of the last two weeks might have 
been attended with the most frightful consequences, as it is impossible to 
obtain a pound of meal on credit of the Union ; and I am to request attention 
to the fact that the contractor threatens legal proceedings on account of the 
Vice-Guardians withholding from him payment of food delivered, when no 
other contractor could be found to supply. 



Enclosures. 

Colonel Clarke to the Commissioners : — May 5, 1849. 

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 4th instant, and 
in reply beg to acquaint you, that I am informed by the Vice-Guardians of the Kenmare 
Union, that the estimate for the week ended this day was sent off on Monday last, the 
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received. 11 su P pl f of forms of estimates, which are not yet 

U,>,o„; and but that the collectors had lodged a little more monav L^ " edlt of 
hted upon, hundreds of persons must have Sied from starvation 7 M *"» "t** 

the rate now collecting, which was undLbtedi?ied?ed^ y to ll< thpm 1 g # aims out of 

tu™:,7^.“" Ld lette ' * - 

hoe 1 ,,™ « »W* have 



Mr. Leahy to the Vice-Guardjans: — April 25 1849 

amount ot which I understand has been already not in S .h 7 S aohected, a large 
the payment of food which 77 S°S ™ breach of farth as withholding from me now 

S^Iteth^ctaedfa^^ 



recourse to such steps. 

I have to request the favour of 



a early reply. 



The Commissioners to Sir Charles Trevelyan — May 23, 1849. Calebs, Uni„. 

ReUeforXePOTrMIreuIld . Co f missi ™ ers for administering the Lams for Th, 

T A r- • 1 lieIaud t0 forward herewith, for the information n r ,w to Sir Charles 

Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty's Trns,nv \ 1 nV!? ol . th ? Trevelyan. 

sys 

to belp^^Tt^n^f S&^afiTtr Zt d 0117 SUm 

Enclosures. 

Captain Fanan to the Commissioners : — May 6, 1S49 

estimate 7 '“*’ 1 *>'= accompanying 

the week ending ffiiStent V 7 “T * 4 m the Castle ^ Union durinj 

The cost of in-maintenance and out-relief has been estimated it (109/ So (\,t i 
further sum on these heads has been inserted in 2 L ; , , JL bs ; °tf., and a 

relief and in-maintenance durino- the last three week' f tlmatc - V em S c ^ges for ° u t-d°or 
the Vice-Guardians were unable to meet ™ 1,1 amounting to 471/. 9s. Sd., which 

contract the advances from want of funds/ ° the Commissioners being- obliged to 

perty iJthc ' V* T th ® pro ~ 
paid weekly for his supplies, without S LV- * contractor hcm S that he shall be 
leave me no alternative but to state that these «° provisions could be obtained, 

unfortunate persons on the relief lists from bein^Tft 5 ^°} u - te ty ne fssary to prevent the 

the B„„d of HeaUh the Vice-Guureiiaus 

E 
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purpose. A house has been rented as a cholera hospital, and is now being fitted up ; 
another has been taken as a dispensary ; medicines have been ordered ; two medical officeis 
have been appointed to make domiciliary visits in the town of Castlebar, and otheis foi 
the rural district ; persons are employed Whitewashing the houses of the pool in the town 
of Castlebar ; in opening and cleansing sewers ; removing nuisances, & c. And althoug 
I am happy to state that up to this time no case of cholera has been reported m this town 
it is unnecessary for me to say that the expenses alluded to could not piopeily have bee 
deferred until the disease had actually appeared; and these measures may, undei Piovi- 
dence, be the means of preventing much mortality. , 

The amount of advance which I beg to report as absolutely _necessaiy 
1,08 1Z. 18s. 2d. for in-door maintenance and out relief, and 110Z. on account of choleia. 

T< The esthnatcxl coUection will not meet the estimated cost of establishment, which latter 
I have not included in the above-mentioned sum. 

Castlebar Union. Board Room , May 5, 1849. 

An Estima ra of the sums required to take precautionary measures ' against the ™tbraak 
of Cholera, in accordance with the Instructions contained in a Circular of dhe Bomd of 
Health, prepared in pursuance of Poor Law Commissioners Letter of date 18th April, 
1849, ± " *■ 

Rent of hospital per week . , 

Rent of two medical depots . ■ 

Four rural depots medical officers, at os. per day 
Lime and white brushes .... 

One hundred beds and bedding . 

A cholera vehicle • 

Fifty buckets, brooms, and boilers . 

Two hundred yards of flannel . - • 

Medicine and medical appliances for hospital at 
per week ....•• 



£. 


s. 


d. 


2 


10 


0 


a 2 


0 


0 


. 7 


10 


0 


. 3 


0 


0 


. 30 


0 


0 


. 12 


0 


0 


. 18 


0 


0 


. 15 


0 


0 


;s 

. 20 


0 


0 


£ 110 


0 


0 



Authob Thomas, 1 
P. J. Keily, J 



Castlebar Union. 



ITEMS OF 
EXPENDITURE. 


Estimate for the Week ending 
May 12, 1849 b. 


Actual Expenditure 
week for which the 
made up, being the 
April 28, IS 


e of the latest 
Accounts are 
■ week ended 
149 a. 


OBSERVATIONS. 


Estimated 

the 

Work- 


Estimated 
Nos. on the 
Out-relief 
Lists. 

3 


Total Cost 
for the 
Week. 


Nos. 
in the 
Work- 
house. 
5 


Nos. on the 
Out Relief 


Total Cost 
Week. 


1 . In Maintenance • 

2. Out Relief . . 

3. Cholera Hospital . 

4. Establishment. 

Due to Workhouse 

Contractor and Out- 
door Contractor 

5. Total . 

6. Deduct Estimated 
Collection . 

7. Excess of 5 over 6 


1,490 


18 j 325 


£. s. d. 
137 0 0 
472 8 6 
110 0 0. 
116 18 9; 

471 9 8 


1,400 


17*181 


£. d. 

127 0 9 
428 0 41 

105 9 9 


The workhouse contractors, for the last 
three weeks, have not been paid, 
amounting to 370/.; and there is 
100/. due to the Out-door Contrac- 
tor for the week ended April 28. 


1 1,490 
1 


18,325 


1,307 16 11 
25 0 0 


1,400 


17,181 


660 10 10i 
37 9 2 


1,282 16 11 


| 623 1 8i| 



A* No 4,-The EsnihlisW. E /P= , for ^ 

Arthur Thomas,} y. Guardian,. 
P. J. Keily. I 



Xrxpenses ior uic cuuiug +-1 -- ■ 

Rent 5 1, Repairs 35 /., Petty Expenses 30/. 

May 5, 1849. 



Ballina Union. 

The Commissioners 
to Sir Charles 
Trevelyan. 



The Commissioners to Sir Charles Trevelyan : May 23, 1849. 

I aim directed by the Commissioners for administering the Laws ior 
Relief of the Poor in Ireland, to forward herewith, for the information of the 
Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, a copy of a communication 
received from Captain Hamilton, Temporary Poor Law Inspector for the Ballina 
Union, forwarding the estimate for the week ended the 12th instant. 
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With reference thereto, the Commissioners beg to call their Lordships’ 
attention to the statement contained in the Inspector’s communication, that, 
although as yet, no evil consequences have resulted to the destitute poor from 
the remittances being far under the estimates of the Vice-Guardians, this course 
cannot be much longer continued with safety ; that the contractors may stop at 
any moment, and that at the present period the supplies are provided on the 
personal responsibility of the Vice-Guardians. 

Enclosure. 

Captain Hamilton to the Commissioners: — May 5, 1849. 

I have the honour to transmit herewith an estimate of the probable sum which the 
Vice-Guardians of this Union will require to enable them to continue relief to the destitute 
poor during the ensuing week, without adding to their present serious liabilities and em- 
barrassments. 

In your letter of yesterday’s date, you request me to state the amount which the Vice- 
Guardians estimate will be absolutely necessary over and above the probable collection, to 
enable them to continue relief during the ensuing week, and whether I concur in such 
estimate. I am not aware that this mode of application has ever been departed from in 
this Union. 

Although the sums advanced by the Commissioners have in some cases (I am well aware 
unavoidably) been far under the sums which the Vice-Guardians have estimated, and 
which I have recommended to be advanced, and as yet no evil consequences have resulted 
to the destitute poor, still I consider it my duty to state that this course cannot be much 
longer continued with safety. I confess I am surprised that the credit of the Vice- 
Guardians has carried them through so long, considering the many promises which they 
have been forced to break. Add to this the amount of suffering which is caused by the non- 
payment of creditors, and of the subordinate staff of the Union, the only available funds 
for their payment (viz., the rates), having been necessarily applied for the purchase of 
supplies. 

I cannot therefore report with any safety, that a lesser amount than that which is shown 
by the estimate to be necessary for the purchase of supplies for in-door and out-door relief 
for the ensuing week will prove sufficient. 

So long as relief can be Kept up on any terms, neither the Vice-Guardians nor myself 
will incur the serious responsibility of loss of life, but still the contractors may stop at any 
moment. 

The supplies are at present provided on the personal responsibility of the Vice- 
Guardians. 



Ballina Union. 




Note No. 5. — The establishment expenses for the Week ended 2Sth April, 1849 a, consisted of the 
following items: — Current salaries, 81/. ; furniture, implements, and repairs, 40/. ; new buildings, 54/. 

The estimated establishment expenses for the Week ending 12tli May, 1849 />, consist of the'fo'llow- 
ing items: — Current salaries, 81/. ; furniture, implements, and repairs, 41/. ; new buildings, 53/. 



May 5, 1849. 



Robert A. Duncan,! 
John D. Waters. [ 



Vice-Guardians. 



Ballina Union. 

The Commissioners 
to Sir Charles 
Trevelyan. 
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FURTHER PAPERS RELATING to the AID AFFORDED 



Baiiinrobe' Union. The Commissioners to Sir Charles Trevelyan : — May 26, 1849. 

The Commissioners j AM directed by the Commissioners for administering the Laws for 

T re S ve]yan a .' les Relief of the Poor in Ireland to forward herewith, for the information of the 

— - Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, a copy ol a communication 

received from the Vice-Guardians of the Baiiinrobe Union, in which they state, 
that unless the advances are received in time, they cannot be certain of being 
prepared with the necessary supply of provisions. 

Enclosure. 

Messrs. Ellis and Scroope, Vicc-Guardians, to the Commissioners : — May 23, 1849. 

We beg to call your attention to the very serious inconvenience that has arisen 
from the circumstance of the Government advances not having been remitted to this Union, 
until after the amounts were required by us for the purpose of procuring supplies. 

The contractor declared for supplying Indian meal, at the last meeting of our Board, 
has declined to perform his engagements. We are, therefore, obliged to proceed to West- 
port to try and induce some part)' to give us a week’s supply on credit. We, therefore, 
have to urge the absolute necessity of the Government advances being remitted for 
the weeks in arrear, and in future that the weekly advances be made prospectively. 
Unless this is done, we cannot be certain of being prepared with the necessary supply of 
provisions ; the irregular supply to the Union during the past few weeks was owing to our 
not being in a position to pay the contractors. 



The Commissioners 
fo Sir Charles 
Trevelyan. 



The Commissioners to Sir Charles Trevelyan : — May 26, 1849, 

I am directed by the Commissioners for administering the Laws for 
Relief of the Poor in Ireland, to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
24th instant, stating that the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury 
have authorized a further issue of 5000/. to distressed Unions. 

In reply, the Commissioners desire to acquaint their Lordships that from the 
above fund, sums amounting to 4,250/. have been issued to 19 Unions, to cover 
the deficiency in the amounts sent on the last week s estimates, as set forth in 
the Commissioners’ letter of the 23rd instant. 

Of the remaining 750/., the Commissioners have felt it necessary to issue a 
further sum of 250/. to Listowel Union, as a loan to be repaid out of the rates ; 
100/. to Ballina Union towards the expenses of relief, the previous advances 
being reported to have been insufficient to a very considerable extent ; and the 
balance of 400/. to six distressed Unions to enable the Guardians to meet the 
necessary expenses of cholera treatment, viz., 50/. to each of the four Unions of 
Baiiinrobe, Castlebar, Galway, and Westport; 100/. to Clifden; and 100/. to 
Skibbereen Union, in which the disease is reported to have broken out, and in 
which the want of funds, even for the support of the poor, has led to repeated 
applications for assistance recently. 

With regard to the further requirements of the several Unions, the Commis- 
sioners find that on the ensuing week’s estimates the requirements for the sup- 
port of the poor in the distressed Unions to which it will be necessary to make 
advances amount to 10,000/., exclusive of deficiencies to the present date. 

The Commissioners urgently request that further funds may be forwarded 
at the commencement of the ensuing week : and they feel it necessary to point 
out to their Lordships that delay in the remittances to the Unions renders a 
stoppage of relief imminent, when the Vice-Guardians have no other resource, 
and are already so far involved in liabilities to contractors as to render it im- 
possible to obtain an extension of the credit. 



Treasury Minute. Treasury Minute on the above: — May 29, 1849. 

Write to the Poor Law Commissioners with reference to this letter that their 
Lordships have authorized Deputy Commissary-General Dobreeto place at their 
disposal the sum of 10,000/., reported to be necessary to make advances to dis- 
tressed Unions during the present week. 

Let the usual authorities be given to the Paymaster-General and Deputy 
Commissary-General Dobree, for the issue of the above sum of 10,000/. 
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The Commissioners to Sir Charles Trevelyan: — May 26, 1849. Gienlies Union. 

I am directed by the Commissioners for administering the Laws for The Commissioners 
Relief of the Poor in Ireland to transmit herewith, for the information of the Trevelyan” 1 ' 8 
Lords Commissioners ol Her Majesty’s Treasury, copies of reports from the 
Temporary Poor Law Inspector of the Glenties Union, relative to the dis- 
tressed state of the Union, and the necessity for immediate assistance ; and the 
Commissioners request that their Lordships will be pleased to sanction grants 
of money in aid of the Union being made weekly to such extent as may be ab- 
solutely necessary to prevent a stoppage of relief to the destitute poor. 

The Commissioners annex a statement relative to the collection, in accordance 
with the direction contained in their Lordships’ Minute of the 16th January • 
last. 

Enclosure. 

Extract from Captain O’Neill’s Report : — May 14, 1849. 

I have been urging the collectors to distrain all those who have not as yet paid up 
their rates, but they have told me, in almost every instance, that the small occupiers who 
are in arrears have nothing whatever, either on their land or on their premises, to seize, 
and that many of the ratepayers are infinitely greater objects of charity than the paupers in 
the workhouse. Mr. Quigly, one of the collectors, assures me that, to his own knowledge, 
some of the occupiers who arc ratepayers have not tasted a drop of milk for the last 
twelve . months, but are obliged to sell it to pay their rent and the poor-rate. Under 
those circumstances, I fear that it will be most difficult to get in much more of the rates in 
this Union. 

1 would, therefore, respectfully urge on the Commissioners the absolute necessity of 
granting some aid to meet the current expenses of this Union, as I cannot see in what 
other way the difficulties are to be met. 



Glenties Union. 

Amount of rate remaining uncollected on the 29th Sept., 1847 . 
Amount of rate made from the 29th Sept., 1847, to the 29th Sept., 184S 
Poundage (3s.), on all Divisions but one, on which no rate was made. 
Date of rate — 17th December, 1847. 

Amount collected to the 29th Sept., 1S48 

Amount declared irrecoverable 

Amount remaining uncollected on the 29th Sept., 1848 
Amount of rate made since the 29th Sept., 1848 
Poundage of such rate — Is. to 2s. 1 Id. 

Date of such rate — 7 Oct., 1848. 

Amount collected from the 29th September, 1S48, to the 19th May, 

1849 

Amount declared irrecoverable (none.) 

Amount remaining uncollected on the 19th May, 1849 



£. 

1,210 

2,381 



3,256 

30 

305 

2,332 



2,274 

363 



Captain O’Neill to the Commissioners : — May 21, 1849. 

I have the honour to state, for your information, that I attended the meeting of 
the Board of Guardians, on Saturday last, the 19th instant, when the Guardians passed a 
resolution praying that the Commissioners would be pleased to render them some aid to 
meet the current expenses of this Union, as it is almost impossible to collect the arrears of 
rates now due, from the fact that the small occupiers have neither stock or anythin^ on 
their premises to distrain, and the contractors, having a good deal of money owing to them, 
are exceedingly clamorous for payment, and have threatened to withhold any further 
supply of meal unless they are paid weekly. Under these circumstances, may I request the 
Commissioners will be pleased to grant a small sum of money to enable the Guardians to 
carry on the current expenses of this Union, otherwise I fear the worst consequences, 
should the Contractors persist in carrying their threat into execution. 

I am glad in being able to report that the inmates of the workhouse and the auxiliary 
ones are in a healthy clean state, no contagious diseage being at present in any of the 
houses. 

The numbers in the workhouse and auxiliary ones for the week ending Saturday, the 
19th instant, arc 932, making an increase of 77 since my last report, and the numbers 
on out-door relief for the same period amounts to 1277, making an increase of 14 since the 
12th instant. The total expense for in and out-door relief for the week ending the 19th 
instant, is 62/. 13s. 8d. 
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Glenties Union. 
Treasury Minute. 



■Clifden Union. 

The Commissioners 
to Sir Charles 
Trevelyan. 
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Treasury Minute on the above : — May 29, 1849. 

Write to the Poor Law Commissioners that my Lords have had before 
them their letter dated the 26t.h instant, enclosing copies of Reports relative to 
the distressed state of the Glenties Union, and the necessity for immediate 
assistance, and requesting the sanction of this Board to grants of money in aid 
of the Union being made weekly, to such extent as may be absolutely necessary 
to prevent a stoppage of relief to the destitute poor. 

My Lords observe, from the financial statement which accompanied the 
Commissioners’ letter, that the last rate made in the Glenties Union was on 
the 7th October, 1848 ; that it amounted to from Is. to 2s. lid. in the pound ; 
and that no portion of it was considered to be irrecoverable. 

The application now made for assistance from public funds on behalf of this 
Union has, therefore, been rendered necessary by the absence of any adequate 
provision for meeting the expected destitution by striking proper rates. 

My Lords will not refuse their sanction to such sums being advanced at present 
as may be indispensably necessary in order to prevent extreme destitution, but 
these advances must be considered only as loans, to be repaid out of the produce 
of the rates as soon as they can be struck and collected ; and my Lords request 
that the necessary steps may be taken for this purpose without any delay. 

My Lords also desire to impress upon the Poor Law Commissioners the 
absolute necessity of timely arrangements being made in future, for relieving 
expected destitution by the striking of sufficient rates. 



The Commissioners to Sir Charles Trevelyan: — May 26, 1849. 

By direction of the Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief 
of the Poor in Ireland, I have the honour to forward herewith a copy of a letter 
which they have received from the clerk of the Clifden Union, in which he 
represents the present state of his health, and his inability to pursue the course 
recommended by his medical adviser in consequence of the delay in the pay- 
ment of his salary, which the Vice-Guardians of the Union have no funds to 
meet ; and he requests that the Vice-Guardians may be allowed to pay him 
the balance of salary due to him. 

The Commissioners have been informed by Mr. Briscoe, the Temporary 
Poor Law Inspector of the Union, that the clerk has been very unwell fox- 
many weeks, and that he has no doubt his indisposition is the effect of increased 
attention to the duties of his office. Mr. Briscoe also states that the clerk is 
at present unable to resume his duties, and that his means do not enable him to 
leave home. 

The Commissioners have received from Mr. Richard Bourke, the Poor Law- 
Inspector of the district, a satisfactory account of the conduct of the clerk of 
Clifden Union, and Mr. Bourke strongly recommends that the clerk should be 
provided with the salary due to him. 

The case is one of a large class of cases of great hardship, but the Commis- 
sioners think some of the circumstances of it sufficiently peculiar to distinguish 
it from others, and that an exception from the usual rule in this instance will 
not form a precedent in other cases. 

The Commissioners, therefore, request that you will have the goodness to 
bring the subject under the consideration of the Lords Commissioners of Her 
Majesty’s Treasury, and they beg to recommend that the Vice-Guardians be 
permitted to appropriate part of the funds advanced to them weekly to payment 
of the balance of salary due to the clerk of the Union. 

Enclosure. 

Mr. Smith, Cleric of the Union, to the Commissioners: — May 14, 1849. 

I h ave the honour to inform you that I am still indisposed from a severe attack of 
my side and chest, brought on by long confinement and close application in the discharge 
of my duties for some months past. I have been directed by Dr. Suffield, medical officer 
of the workhouse, to try a change of air for a few weeks, and respectfully request you will 
enable me to take advantage of the medical officer’s advice, by allowing the Vice-Guardians 
to pay me the salary due me, amounting to 47Z. 16s. 8d., or otherwise grant me the amount 
(or a portion thereof), as you have already done in a similar case. 
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Treasury Minute on the above. ciifden Union. 

Write to the Poor Law Commissioners that their Lordships regret that they Treasury Minute, 
do not feel themselves authorized to pay the balance of salary owing to the 
clerk of the Ciifden Union, out of funds which have been granted by Parlia- 
ment for the relief of extreme destitution in the distressed Unions in the West 
of Ireland. 



The Commissioners to Sir Charles Trevelyan : — May 26, 1849. The Commissioners 

to Sir Charles 

I am directed by the Commissioners for administering the Laws for Trevelyan. 

Relief of the Poor in Ireland, to forward to you, for the information of the 
Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, extracts from Reports recently 
received from Temporary Inspectors and Vice-Guardians of the several Unions 
named in the margin, showing the great extent of destitution, and the wretched ^ 
condition of a great part of the population of those Unions. Bantry. 

It will be observed that much of the suffering which has been endured by 
the destitute poor, as described in these extracts, has arisen from the fact that, Dingle, 
under the existing law, out-door relief to the able-bodied can only be given in |Xay. 
food, provision not being made to supply this class with shelter, fuel, and Gienties. 
clothing, otherwise than by admission to the workhouses. Where the latter, 
therefore have been full, much privation has been felt by this class, even when Loughrea. 
relieved in food, especially in Unions in which evictions on a large scale have swiffT’ 
taken place, the persons so relieved frequently giving as the price of their Swinef&rd- 
lodging a portion of their weekly allowance of food, and crowding together in 
the cabins of the country under circumstances almost sure to generate disease. 

A great mortality has, without doubt, taken place recently in some of the 
Unions, through the causes above mentioned, combined, as they have been, 
with the prevalance of fatal epidemics, as fever, diarrhoea, and dysentery, and 
in some cases with the fearful ravages of the cholera, which has now visited 
nearly 50 of the 131 Unions in Ireland. 

In connexion with these facts the Commissioners respectfully call the atten- 
tion of their Lordships to the accumulated deficiencies in the amount of the 
grants which the Commissioners have found themselves enabled to remit to 
some of the distressed Unions. In such cases the Inspectors and Vice-Guar- 
dians have frequently made complaint to the Commissioners of the serious 
embarrassment caused by the deficiency or delay in meeting their requirements, 
estimated as they have been solely for the supply of food necessary from day 
to day, and without reference to the payment of previous debts, or the main- 
tenance of the several establishments. 

The Rate-in-Aid Bill having received Her Majesty’s assent, the Commis- 
sioners beg to submit to their Lordships’ consideration, whether an early 
remittance should not now be made of such extent as to meet not only the 
estimated requirements of the ensuing week (as set forth in another letter of 
the Commissioners of the same date with this), but likewise to cover the 
amount of the deficiencies above alluded to, for the discharge of liabilities 
recently incurred by the Vice-Guardians under promise of prompt payment, in 
the expectation of receiving larger grants than actually went to them. 

The Commissioners have made a careful review of the details before them 
which bear upon this point ; and they have to report their belief that the total 
sum required to cover those deficiencies, and to place the embarrassed Unions 
on a sounder footing as to their contracts for food, will not exceed a sum of 
12,000/. beyond the requirements of the ensuing week, and of the propriety of 
an early remittance of that extra amount, the Commissioners entreat their 
Lordships’ favourable consideration. 



Enclosures. 

Extract from Vice-Guardians’ Report : — May 19, 1849. 

As the most important feature in the management of the Union, we would beg to 
advert to its pi'esent financial condition. 

For some weeks past the funds placed at our disposal have not more than sufficed to 
defray one-third of the expenditure for food and necessaries alone for in-door and out-door 
relief, the rates collected during that period being very trifling, leaving us altogether depend- 
ent on the advances. The credit which we induced contractors to afford (one, Mr. Charles 
Malley, having acted most liberally in this respect) has sustained us to the present time, 
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Baltina Union. 



Bantry Union. 



Castlerea Union. 



Clonmel Uni-m. 



without any interruption to the relief operations ; hut that credit is now completely ex- 
hausted, and it is only a matter of surprise to iis that where such large sums arc already due 
by the Union, persons arc still found to afford supplies without cash payments, and thus, for 
the time, keep off our embarrassment. We have, however, no expectations that any orders > 
after those granted to-day for the ensuing week will be honoured, unless we are able to make 
full payments ; and it follows, as a matter of course, that in any other course than the latter, 
relief must be diminished, or cease altogether. The cost of provisions for out-door, ancl 
provisions and necessaries for in-door relief alone for the past week, was 811/. 16s. Ad., and 
as no rate is now being collected, there are some other charges of equal urgency which 
would require also to be met. We have, heretofore, refrained from making anj r urgent 
statements regarding our embarrassments, but our position is now so serious and critical, 
that we feel it our duty to inform you what must be the alternative should we fail in 
procuring at least 900/. within the ensuing week. 

We will not anticipate the consequences of the cessation of relief in this Union, even for 
one week, comprehending such a locality as Erris, which forms, with its separate establish- 
ments, almost a distinct Union, the entire being more than equal in extent to four average 
sized Unions. But from the unequivocal destitution and helplessness of those relieved, 
ascertained by us beyond a doubt by constant examination and inquiry, it is not difficult 
to foresee the results. We feel confident that the entire numbers relieved, with as few' 
exceptions as possible under the circumstances, are solely dependent on relief for the 
preservation of their lives, and we think an examination of the system pursued in the 
Ballina Union will show that it has been as economical as effectual. 



Extract from Captain Hamilton’s Report : — May 20, 1849. 

The distress which now exists among all classes has, perhaps, never been exceeded 
during the last three years, notwithstanding which the most extraordinary exertions have 
been made by those who are in the occupation of land to put in a crop, so much so, that it 
is doubtful whether a great many of them will not have to give up their holdings or starve. 



Extract from Captain Haymes’ Report : — May 13, 1S49. 

I have the honour to report, for the information of the Commissioners, that little 
alteration has taken place in the state of the Union, with reference to the destitution 
existing, since my last report. 

This extreme destitution can scarcely admit of further increase, as nearly half the popu- 
lation of the Union have no means of existence until the harvest comes round, and even 
the small farmers are as much in want as the paupers themselves. I am, however, happy 
to report that the deaths have been much decreased this past week, which I attribute in 
great measure to the arrangements that have been made for the issue of relief in Indian 
meal in lieu of money, as it was lately proved, that a man died the day after he received 
his weekly allowance, and when found had Id. in his pocket. 



Extract from Captain Haymes’ Report : — May 20, 1849. 

From the long continuation of want and wretchedness, the people of this Union 
have become so weak and emaciated, that I do not anticipate we shall have many on the 
lists as really able-bodied men. I have directed the Relieving-Officers to be particular in 
the classification of the applicants, as the extra allowance of meal is only to be given to 
men capable of doing a fair day’s work, in order to keep up their strength to work for 
themselves in harvest time. 



Extract from Mr. Auchmuty’s Report. 

I beg to state that the applicants for relief are increasing considerably. On the 
relieving officer’s Application and Report Books, there were between 1200 and 1300 persons 
for the last week. The poverty of the people is getting worse every day. A certain sum of 
their distress is, their parting with everything they have, to procure food. On a market 
day, in this town, I have seen a couple of hundred goats for sale; a donkey could be 
bought for 2s. ; the price for the inferior description of horned cattle is deplorable ; they 
can hardly be sold in the fairs at any price. A cow that was worth 5/. some time since, 
would not now bring half the amount. The price of provisions is increasing. The markets 
latterly are not well supplied with meal. For the next four months we must entirely rely 
on being supplied with Indian meal. There is nothing like the quantity of potatoes 
being planted this season as there was last year. There seems to be hardly any employ- 
ment going on. 



Extract from Major IIali day’s Report : — May 4, 1849. 

I regret to have to report, that the state of the Clonmel Union is again assuming a 
far from satisfactory aspect. The extent of destitution causes an amount of pressure for 
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fefw^moiE^* 0 io .' vc8kl r : increasing , and : the Guardians have been Utterly occupied Clonmel Un 
i”ato number fb P “v” “''ft mth th ° d “P»»l of these cases, while the — 

there so S,i, * applicants now readily enter the workhouse, and when in it remain 
douUfu? discVs, r,\ mtnm ’ d, * cu i‘y to obtain in it room for the cases of very 
the" exlras tol ,’uT d *** ( ”T 1 “P” 1 )’ ° f P” tles d <»®“to of shelter, or whom, from 
Secrewd. w precarious state it ,s imperative to admit in order to save their lives. 

• * nc cro ' vclb that besiege the workhouse gates on the days of admission arc <reater than 

outdoor relief will rapidly increase to an amount beyond what they have yet at any time 

Exthact of a Report from Major Hamdav, Temporary Poor Law Inspector i— 

May 18, 1849. 1 

Thk amount of distress and destitution existing in this countv I lament to state 
™ the™ ^ 0 1 ^ ,c . <lail y increasing, and when I mention the fact, that the unfortunate persons 

i«£5££ rr as 

Sts are, tear, almost certain to increase largely from that period to the middle of July. 



Extracts from Mr. O’Brien’s Report : — May 9, 1849. 
out-doo?relief , S790 ‘‘tC'*” 4 giving relief in this Union are. in workhouse, 1894, on 

6tiif^SSI3 

sufferimr thn^Tifncf ’ dor sa P pl 3 ln S tbis serious want, it wouid be hard to execrate the 
a !«, kirther lime 

such^sSXuhSSleS roT'Jf r smh Sa " Cti °", ,hC ‘T'k”' “7 to meet 

be absolutely ^eces^ry t to 4> p^^de°s^c”ic^FreinE^^ 4detra440n '^eAe^ste^iwll'iiot’soon 



D'.ngle Un'o 



Extsact from Report of Captain O’Brien, Poor Law Inspector May 17, 1S49. 
Saturday ’last,' I 'completed ? f * h e week lading on 

• ’Sts 

i? a s 

share the food of the remainder and T ° a fan ? d 3 a bove 15 years of age 

Sealed Order to meet such cases!* “ d 1 C0 ” tcnl I> la to the “>“■*7 «f «n extension of tEe 

Clondegad. They suffer in a simi?nr°mll ’ , } look * d , much better thaa those of 

clothing, however, Struck me more ,L, eTen at CWetad **"*• TWt ™* <* 



Extracts from Vice-Guardians’ Report -.—May 14, 1849. 

Union being upwards of 1 ^ 001 ^” ^there* 1 is VC a 7 bal llliaiia 8 « t ®’ j' C liabilitics of the 

9718/. 9s. lk, and a sum of 437/' 17s fj * ™ " ° f uncollcct 1 cd »te amounting to 
the collectors. The rates lodged durino- the la^ f 11 ” 8 l '! laccounted for in the hands of 
wMs, the current expenses *• «* «*. 

Soveial of the creditors of the Union are taking law ^Sgs against the Vice- 

F 



Galway Union. 
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Glenties Union. 



Lough rea Union. 



Roscrea Union. 



Scariff Union. 
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Guardians for the recovery of sums due to them which were' principally contracted hy the 
elected Board of Guardians. , 

The destitution throughout the Union is very great : the pallid cheeks and ragged 
garments of the numerous applicants for relief bespeak the utmost starvation and misery. 



Extract from Vice-Guardians’ Report: — May 19, 1849. 

The numbers on out-door relief are going up faster than we had anticipated. We 
regret to say the destitution in all parts of this Union is very great indeed. Our attention 
is still closely given to the applicants for relief; and while we freely give to those who 
want, we steadily and determinately keep to the workhouse test when we have reason to 
suspect imposition. The numbers on the 12th instant were 17,812. 



Extract from Captain O’Neill’s Report: — May 14, 1849. 

I have been urging the collectors to distrain all those who have not as yet paid up 
their rates ; but they have told me, in almost every instance, that the small occupiers who 
are in arrears have nothing whatever, either on their land or on their premises, to seize, 
and that many of the ratepayers are infinitely greater objects of charity than the paupers 
in the workhouse. Mr. Quigley, one of the collectors, assures me, that, to his own know 
ledo-e, some of the occupiers who are ratepayers have not tasted a drop of nnlk for the last 
12 months, but are obliged to sell it to pay their rents and the poor rate. Under those 
circumstances I fear that it will be most difficult to get in much more of the rates m this 
Union. 



Extract from Mr. Horsley’s Report: — May 10, 1849. 

The numbers on the out-relief lists are increasing rapidly, and I fear will go on in- 
creasing for the next two months. There is little or no employment obtainable at present by the 
labouring classes ; and although it is generally understood that labour at arterial drainage 
and other works will shortly be within the reach of the able-bodied classes, I do not con- 
sider that there will be any material reduction in the recipients of out-door relief in con- 
sequence, as there are but very few truly able-bodied males on the list. Indeed, many small 
farmers have want and destitution too legibly written on their countenances, and would be 
incapable of doing- hard work for a long time to come, even if abundance of food were at 
their command. The physical strength of all the poorer classes in the Union is painfully 
wasted and gone, especially that of the male adults. 



Extract from Mr. Bayly’s Report -.—May 19, 1849. 

The pressure on the Guardians for relief has very much increased during the last 
three weeks, and I do not see any prospect of its being kept under. Considerable addi- 
tional accommodation has been provided in the different houses, and a great number added 
to the out-door relief lists. Still there are crowds of new applicants every week, and among 
them many able-bodied men who cannot procure any employment, and willingly accept 
admission to the workhouse for themselves and their families. I have no hesitation in 
stating that the destitution is much greater than at any period during the last three years. 



Extracts from Vice-Guardians’ Report : — May 5, 1849. 

We regret to state that many farmers are surrendering their holdings, although 
fully cropped, to avail themselves of out-door relief. 

We are fully aware of the importance of receiving this class of applications with great 
caution. 

The contractor having declined to supply more than half rations to the out-door paupers 
for the ensuing week, Mr. Parks was followed by a mob of females, who threatened to 
stone him to death. In consequence of which we directed the relieving officers to give full 
rations for three-and-a-half days, expecting aid from the Government. 



Extract from Captain Spark’s Report -.—May 5, 1849. 

I have the honour to state that I have visited a great part of the Union during the 
past week, and Boards have been held by the Vice- Guardians, in order to examine into 
the circumstances of the recipients and claimants of relief at the relief stations. I regret 
to state that the abject wretchedness of the people still continues in all its awfulness, and 
that employment for those who are able to work is not to be found throughout the Union, 
except to a most limited extent. 
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Extracts from Reports of Captain Hanley, Poor Law Inspector:— May 10, 1849. 

I attended the usual weekly meeting of the Guardians yesterday ; the pressure for 
reUet has increased to a vast extent ; it was frightful to behold the multitudes of tottering 
nail-naked beings who presented themselves at the gates, carrying their children, little 
skeletons, in baskets, painful to look at, and supplicating relief in the most earnest way, 
tlie appearance of many truly denoting that destitution had done its utmost, and that a 
release from all want was at hand. 



Admitted to the workhouse 


. 161 


Out-door relief 


. 734 


Rejected .... 


. 53 


Number of applicants 


. 948 



The great majority of the applicants were the holders of small farms, which they relin- 
quished to obtain relief; that the surrender in very many instances is a mere cover to 
evade the law, lam convinced, which the want of house accommodation leave the Guar- 
dians unable sufficiently to test ; but the increasing destitution of this class is such that 
they must on any tenns seek relief. 



May 18, 1849. 

The applicants were numerous, and destitution appears on the increase to an appalling 
degree, particularly among ihe small landholders, who now press forward on any terms to 
obtain relief. At no period since the commencement of the famine has distress been more 
poignant ; still I rejoice to say, if we could look over a few short months, there is everything to 
nope Irom the generally well-cropped and promising appearance of the Union. ° 



May 19, 1849. 

, I f™°. re “ iTe . d ", ot!ce “ f an iwpx* abm » b « b >? Ml on the lands of Cappa-h 
Electoral Division of Aughamore ill this Onion, and that the cause of death was starvation, 
1 pi oceeded there yesterday, and arrived a few minutes after the coroner had left the village 
1 was immediately surrounded by a group of wretched people, miserable, half-naked women', 
w "h decayed dying children in their arms: they escorted me to the house of Hitmans the 
father of the child on whom the inquest had been held. Deceased still remained on an old table 
u i apped in a piece of cloth for interment— no coffin ; food or bed-clothing there was none nor anv 
visible means to support existence, and the family, seven in number, appeared sadly emaciated 
Vm- • t h t « th , e k™, there were several in a similar state, particularly the families 

ol Michael Tristal, Mark IVowlan, and Honor Cunniffe, who, it was represented, could not 
survive another day without relief. I visited those houses, in which the appearance of the 
inmates too plainly told the fearful tale. In the house of Honor Cunniffe I found the wretched 
woman stretched on some straw, apparently sinking from exhaustion, with scarcely a shread of 

filJ’heDrin X ul ?® >rtunate ' chlldren > almost in a state of nudity, squatted around the embers 
ora hie, bearing evident marks of hunger. 

Having inquired into the circumstances connected with those lamentable cases, I found thev 

annbwl derS> ^ holdin § s cropped; that they had not in consequence 

applied for reliet, but were now ready to surrender the land, if allowed to retain the cab ns as 
they were unable to hold out longer. ou,Sj as 



May 24, 1849. 

• r The Guardians held their usual weekly meeting yesterday, and at a late hour had to 
adjourn to this morning, for the completion of the business. 

I regret to report, that the pressure of misery and wretchedness coming before the Board 
~r licd , at any pre V ous ™ eeti "g' ; tlle great majority of applicants were, or had been 
landholders, anc now come forward, producing certificates from landlords, agents, and bailiff* 
“ °. , he surrender of ' hei r holdings. Destitution among this class prevails to a frightful extent’ 
I ' ‘ U stlu gg les and sufferings of some are really incredible. At the same time, recourse is 
had to every expedient to conceal the possession of land, countenanced in many instances by 
nwl t‘ C S and a g c, ^ s whlch the strictest scrutiny cannot prevent, and the limited bouse accom- 
modution m ^s Vmon cannot sufficiently test; and I look with apprehension to extended 
2' ande . r Commissioners’ letters of the 23rd May and 8th June (now becoming unavoid- 
able), which I fear will have a tendency to place additional thousands on out-relief, and will 
require incessant, untiring vigilance in the prevention of abuse 
A sad instance of the pauperised state to which some affluent persons in this Union have 
been l educed to, came tins day belore me: a widow lady, having had lands let for over 400/ 
a-year from winch no rents could be got, applied for relief for herself and six children, her 
last and only resource ; and against this person we have a demand of 150/. for rates. 

1 he pecuniary difficulties of the Union are embarrassing. The aid afforded by the Com- 
™ addll, ° n *° tlle ra,es comi "g being inadequate for the food supplies-the 

salanes of the different officers running in arrear, after fruitless applications to the Guardians— 

F 2 



Swineford Union. 
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Swineford Union, have announced to me their inability to continue without payment, particularly the relieving 
officers and overseers of labourers. 

The Guardians having failed to procure a loan of 1000Z. on the rates, although the Com- 
missioners had consented to guarantee the payment of interest, the chairman and three other 
members of the Board, this day gave their private bill for that amount, payable in six months, 
(which it was stated the bank would discount) to the Messrs. Gallagher, the principal creditors, 
to aid them in difficulties caused by the large sum due by the U nion. 



Kan'.urk Union. Extract from Report of Vice-Guardians ‘.—May 1, 1849. 

We have the honour to report, for the week ending 28th April, that the applications 
for relief have been very numerous, and many cases of extreme destitution having appeared 
(the applicants having no dwellings) we were obliged reluctantly, to admit them, to prevent 
them from perishing ; and a great proportion of these were in a state of disease, cither from 
dysentery or fever. This has prevented our being able to make any material reduction of 
the numbers in the house, although we are most anxious to do so. Many widows with 
children are desirous of accepting out-relief, but are prevented by part of lheir families 
being in hospital. 



Kilrush Union. Extract from Mr. Phelan’s Report: — May 16, 1849. 

I was accompanied by Captain Kennedy through the whole of these districts, into the 
several cholera hospitals, and into some of the houses, huts, and other indescribably wretched 
places in which those destitute and diseased swarm ; these chiefly were observed in the Carrig- 
aholt district, and in those of Ivillard and of Kilmurry. I have in many of the western and 
southern Unions seen sights of the most harrowing description but I do not think that I have 
ever seen so much wretchedness arising from destitution as in these places in 1 847-8. Epide- 
mic fever and dysentery produced, it is true, in considerable measure by want, caused great 
misery, but here, in the absence of fever, and of dysentery, except that arising from want of 
food, destitution, although endeavoured to be met by in-door and out-door relief, has assumed 
a shape which even in Clifden was not, I think, presented. Families are here literally 
naked, and at the same time progressing surely and quickly to the grave, by diarrhoea and 
dropsy. I often found several of these families in one room or hut, for instance, there were 
four such families in the Kilmurry district ; the house, consisting of one room, belonged to 
a single woman, who resides in it, a man, his wife and five children, a man and his three 
sisters, a boy and his sister, and a woman all lodged with her ; nearly all were ill, some 
dying ; each family was on out-door relief, except the single woman, the owner of the house, 
who got four pounds of Indian meal per week from the first mentioned, in lieu of four 
pence for lodging-money, three pounds from the second, two pounds from the third, and 
one pound from the fourth ; this practice extensively prevails in this Union especially, in 
consequence of the numerous evictions which have taken, and are taking place in it. In 
other Unions the hut is often let to the pauper who lives in it on out-door relief, but here, 
generally, the reverse is the case, so that a great proportion of those on that relief are con- 
gregated into a few such . houses as that alluded to, when, of course, they still more 
add to the tendency to disease w'hich always exists amongst persons so circumstanced, but 
many of these wretched creatures have not the benefit of an one-room house, nor even of a 
hut. I felt it my duty to go into several temporary shelters got up on the road side, m 
fields and in bogs, which shelters were merely a few hurdles thrown across from the ground 
to the ditch or wall, with some loose straw or rushes, or scraws laid on, these places can only 
be entered on hands and knees, the utmost height is not above three feet, even a boy or 
girl cannot stand up in them, yet I found a family of four or five in these places, usually 
all or most sick, but in some I have found the children naked in bed, the mother gone 
for “ the relief,” and the father “ stone-breaking.” I have neither time nor capacity to give 
even a faint outline of the miserable condition of a large portion of the population in these 
districts, nor is it my province to do so, except so far as I may find it necessary to give an 
idea of those physical and moral appearances which I must suppose to be powerful agents 
in producing disease, and in causing extensive loss of life : circumstances which, in such 
a population, must inevitably occur, unless arrested by more means than I fear are at the 
disposal of the Union authorities, who, I believe, have strenuously exerted themselves as 
far as their means enabled them. 



Loughrea Union. The Commissioners to Mr. Horsley: — April 30, 1849. 

I am directed by the Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of the 
Poor in Ireland, to acknowledge the receipt of your report of the 26th instant, relating to 
the death of a poor woman in the Loughrea Union, named Winifred Lulcaher. 

The Commissioners have been much struck by a passage in your report, which gives in 
general terms a most fearful pictui’e of the social condition of the lower classes in the 
Loughrea Union. 

The Commissioners desire, however, to observe, that the reports of their Inspectors will 
necessarily be considered documents of considerable authority upon matters so intimately 
connected with the duties which they have to discharge ; and, on this account, it is im- 
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quu-cd, he will be able to afford direct evidence. support ot winch, it re- 

insTan e ce G Xnlb S iTI S ■**"? t0 imply that such is not the case in the present 

douX^ 

foSnv^ yaPP t0theM Strict under your charge, a/,„ur w„ri™ld L™ 
The passage of the report to which the Commissioners refer, is the following -—“The 

rohe ™ S ffl c * "°! bm ' J ' th T' Th °J' “ X P““‘ “™T‘>>mg to be do®; bythc 

lohevmg officers. Coffins to he given, the bodies to be placed in them, and the graves 
to be dug and covered in by persons provided and paid by the Vice-Gnardianf In 
numerous instances parents thrust their sick children to the door, or la, them on the Mad- 
side to die. Children treat their aged parents in like manner. Brothers refuse to aid 
their sick sisters, or to convey them to the Fever or Workhouse Hospital Husbands 
abandon their wives, and mothers desert their children. In short, thenar of dath “S 
laid hold, on all the poorer classes, extinguishing eveiy natural feeling, save that which 
has been termed the • first law of nature, ’-a desire for sdf-preservation.® 



Mr. Horsley to the Commissioners: — May 3, 1849. 

}. Hm tho honour t0 acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 30th ultimo 
Will % passage extracted from a report made by me to you on the 26th ultimo 
t i- referen r e v° ,! at l ,assa g e 1 heg t° state, I am quite prepared to substantiate bv 
the testimony of the Vice-Guardians, of the relieving officers, and of others the truth of 
every statement contained in it; and I therefore respectfully solicit you to direct one of 
yonr Inspectors to visit my district for the purpose of testing, by evidence to be given on 
oath, the accuracy of the picture which I drew of tho social condition of the fetched 
population of this locality, in my report of the 26th ultimo. 

1 have ever carefully avoided making in my reports to the Commissioners, any state- 

Srowf oW™.r me vb ear8a 'L ; have frequently suppressed facts cominf within 

my own obseivation, which would go to show how fearfully three years of famine and 
pestilence have tended to loosen all the natural ties, which formerly knit too-ether the 
human family in this wretched country. Nay more ; I am free to confess that the n,cm 
you quote from my report of the 26th ultimo, would probably never have been Written 
had it not, to a certain extent, been wrung from me by the harassing character as well 

trators SX^aL^^rebeSh' 1 “““ ° f ne g lect - u P on the part of the local adminis- 
if j° 'i law ? ior relief 0p “e poor, sent to me for investigation. 

V^ y p daily , CXpenC r, and ° bs ?™ ati °? of the energetic and humane manner in which the 
Vice-Guardians and the relieving officers perform their arduous duties, make me feel 

for tlm^bef oHhp^ “ ^ UP as , hai ? h f nd inhumane administrators of the laws 
for, the relief of the poor; and, as regards the latter class of officers, viz., the relievin' 

aSAto^oorKktivKon? 1001 ° pcrf0rm ““ th ° vould rightfully 

When I stated in my report that tile fear of death had laid hold upon all the poorer 
dassesm mydiatrict, I meant to convey ra as few words as possible, 1 the painfully de- 
moralizing effect which disease and contagion, consequent upon a protracted^amine® had 
latteily pioduccd upon the social tone of the population. Nothing could lie more foreign 
to my nature, than a wish to brand with the stamp of heartlessness, a people sunk in tie 
depths of misery and privation. But, at the same time, I cannot shut my eyes to fte 
fact that undue attempts are constantly being made to shift the responsibifity^elomring 
to the social relations of domestic life, from the shoulders of those rightfully entithS to 
bear , , on to the shoulders of a class of officers who are engaged nVh" aldX in ° 

totlllhe t°o”r tif“ te rv^? rmSS ° f ‘i 1 ” 1 1 ’ 001 ' ! "' hilst ’ at ,hc samc ‘W endeavour 
fl™ 1 f h tb ab ! 1 . lty ‘“.protect the rate-payors from the taxation which would result 
from fraud and imposition being successfully practised. 



Gorl and Loughrea 
Unions. 



Treasury Minute -.—May 31 , 1849 . 

. W ? ITB the Poor Law Commissioners that my Lords have had under 
heir consideration their letter dated the 26th instant, in which they apply fm 
5 e tb! U ° ° f 2.°°0f to make good the accumulated deficiencies in the amount 
of the 0 iants, which the Commissioners have found themselves enabled to 
remit to some of the distressed Unions. 

It appears by the former correspondence and papers, that the sum of 10,000 1. 
was advanced to the Poor Law Commissioners iu the week ending the 19th of 
May, and the Commissioners reported, in their letter dated the 18th of May 
that alter issuing the aboye-mentioned sum to the Unions of which a list was 
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Trevelyan. 
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given in the letter, the amount of the deficiency for the week, including that 
previously reported to this Board on the 11th of May, amounted to 4, 185/. 

Their Lordships then directed a further sum of 5,000/. to be advanced, the 
receipt of which was acknowledged by the letter from the Commissioners 
dated Wednesday, 23rd May ; and it was also stated by the Poor Law Com- 
missioners, in that letter, that after appropriating that sum to 19 distressed 
Unions, according to the estimates of their several requirements for the week, 
so far as the sum would suffice for the purpose, the deficiency on the week’s 
estimate was 4,250/. ; and when the deficiency on the previous week, amounting 
to 4,185/., was added to this, the total deficiency up to the end of last week* 
ending the 26th May, amounted to 8,435/. 

My Lords then directed a further sum of 5,000/. to he issued to the Commis- 
sioners, by which the deficiency on the grants of last week was reduced to 
3,435/. 

It therefore appears, that the sums granted by this Board have fallen short 
of the sums applied for by the Poor Law Commissioners as required for the 
relief of the distressed Unions, up to the commencement of the present week, 
by the sum of 3,435/., and their Lordships will now direct the sum of 3,435/. in 
question, to be issued to the Poor Law Commissioners by Deputy Commissary- 
General Dobree. 

The sum stated in the second letter of the Poor Law Commissioners, dated 
the 26th instant, to be required for the relief of the distressed Unions durino- 
the present week, amounts to 10,000/., the whole of which has been already 
advanced by this Board. 

Give the usual directions to the Paymaster-General and Deputy Commissary- 
General Dobree for the issue of the above-mentioned sum of 3,435/. 



The Commissioners to Sir Charles Trevelyan: — June 1, 1849. 

I am directed by the Commissioners for administering the Laws for 
Relief of the Poor in Ireland, to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
17th ultimo, conveying the views of the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s 
Treasury on the subject of the collection of poor-rates in Unions to which grants 
are being made from the public revenue. 

With regard to the greater facility for collecting rates at this season than 
previously, referred to by their Lordships, the Commissioners desire to remark, 
that this facility is peculiar to Unions in which there is much grazing land, 
with live stock upon it ; and from the tenor of all the reports received by the 
Commissioners from the Vice-Guardians and Temporary Inspectors in the 
distressed Unions to which grants have been made, or have been recom- 
mended, the Commissioners apprehend that the expectation of funds being 
obtained by collection of the rates at this season of the year, is to be confined 
to a few only of the distressed Unions ; and in such Unions it will be found, 
that new rates have recently been put in course of collection. 

In pursuance of their Lordships’ request that the Commissioners would 
report what measures are in progress, or are proposed in the Unions in question 
for the collection of rates, the Commissioners append a detailed statement 
relative to the present and prospective collection in each Union. 

These statements embrace 25 Unions, to 23 of which grants have been made 
or recommended. The remittances made to the remaining two Unions bein'* 
loans to be repaid. 

After due consideration of the circumstances of the several Unions, in which 
the Inspectors and Vice-Guardians represent the inexpediency of attempting to 
collect new rates until harvest, the Commissioners do not think that it would 
be desirable to insist on new rates being at once made; but rather to give. the 
collectors further time to reduce, as far as practicable, the present large arrears 
of the current rates. 

The Commissioners assure their Lordships, however, that timely measures 
will be insisted on in every one ol the Unions in question, to have proper rates 
in readiness, to be put in collection at the very commencement of the harvest. 

With regard to the Unions of Listowel and Thurles, to which the Commis- 
sioners advanced a small sum, to be repaid out of the rates, the Commissioners 
have to report, that the rates which were in preparation at the time when the 
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advances were made, have been since signed in the entire Union of Thurles, and 
m several electoral divisions of the Listowel Union. 

In the case of Ennistymon Union, referred to in their Lordships’ letter, the 
Commissioners desire to remark, that the collection of the poor-rates appear to 
have been conducted with activity ; but the heavy expenditure and the previous 
accumulation of debt have rendered it necessary to make advances to cover the 
deficiency m the collection. 

With respect to their Lordships’ direction that the sums payable by imme- 
dmte lessors should be especially insisted on in those Unions in which, as in 
llrush Union, evictions have taken place, the Commissioners have to assure 
their Lordships that they will not fail to require that the rates shall be 
collected from immediate lessors by every legal means ; but the Commissioners 
lear that there is much ground for the local statements representing the diffi- 
culty found m realizing the rates from this class of rate-payers, under the 
present circumstances of the country. 



STATEMENTS HEREWITH. 
Grants. 



Connaught. 

f 1 . Clifden. 
I 2. Galway, 
j 3. Gort. 

I 4. Tuam. 



County Galway . 
County Leitrim . 



County Mayo . 



County Roscommon . 



I 5. Carrick-on-Shannon. 
I 6. Mohill. 

7. Ballina. 

8. Ballinrobe. 

9. Castlebar. 

10. Swineford. 

11. Westport. 

12. Castlerea. 

13. Roscommon. 



Munster. 

( 14. Ennis. 

County Clare J J®- Emiistymon. 

J ) 16. Kilrush. 

( 17. Scariff. 

County Cork j JJJ- gantry. 

1 19. Skibbereen. 

f 20. Cahirciveen. 

County Kerry. <! 21. Dingle. 

I 22. Kenmare. 



Ulster. 

County Donegal .... 23. Glenties. 

Loans. 

To Thurles 24. 

,, Listowel 25. 

Note. The statements are made out to the close of May, to which month the word 
fC instant ” refers. 



Clifden Union. 

In this Union the collection of rates averaging 3s. Sid- in the pound, made last Sep- 
tember, is stiU m progress. The total amount of the rates, including 700/. previous 
anrears, was 3,698/., of which the amount collected to the 19th instant was 2,473/. leaving 
1,225/. uncollected. Of this arrear the principal amount is stated to be due by immediate 
lessors, and the cause of non-payment by all parties want of means. 

The amount considered uncollectable at present from the above cause is about 1 000/. 

Ihe Vice-Guardians state that no new rates can be expected to be collected 5 before 
harvest; and the Temporary Inspector, Mr. Briscoe, concurs in their opinion that no new 
rates could be collected before harvest. 



Clifden Union. 
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Galwav Union. Galway Union. 

In this Union the collection of rates, averaging 4 s. 5 $d. in the pound, made at the close 
of last September, is still in progress. 

The total amount of the rates, including 6,652«. arrears of previous rates, was 20,28 71., 
of which the amount collected to the 19th instant was 10,058/., leaving 9,629/. 
uncollected. 

The greater part of the arrears is stated to be due by occupiers, and want of means, in 
most cases, is given as the cause of non-payment. 

The Commissioners regret to have to add, however, that an indisposition in some cases 
to meet the collector's demand is returned as one cause of the large arrear. 

With respect to the prospects of the collection of the arrears, the Vice-Guardians 
report, that a very small portion only can be calculated on until harvest ; and that even 
then, so great is the poverty throughout the Union, independently of the vast tracts of 
unoccupied land, that the collection of rates will be very far short of the expenditure. 

Of the arrears of 9,834/. on the 21st April last, the Vice-Guardians reported at the 
close of the month that about 7,000/. were for the present uncollectablc, and about 8,000/. 
due by occupiers. 

The mailing of a new rate is not proposed by the Vice-Guardians before August ; to be 
in course of collection at the commencement of September. 

Gort Union. Gort Union. 

In this Union the collection of rates, averaging 5s. I0|c/. in the pound, made last Sep- 
tember, is still in progress. 

The whole amount of the rates, including 2,086/. arrears of previous rates, was 13,736/.. 
of which the amount collected to the 19th instant, was 10,363/., leaving 3,373/. uncol- 
lected. 

The Vice-Guardians fear that nearly 3,000/. of this arrear is uncollectable until harvest; 
the reasons assigned being, that solvent rate-payers form a miserably small minority ; that 
numerous occupiers are now reduced to a state verging on absolute pauperism, and that 
much land lies waste. 

With respect to the collection of new rates, the Vice-Guardians report, that it would be 
totally impracticable before next harvest, and that it is very doubtful whether J|at that 
period a maximum rate of os. in the pound could be closely collected. 

Taam Union. Tuam Union. 

In this Union the collection of rates, averaging 3s. 6^d. in the pound, made between 
24th October and 8th February last is still in progress. 

The total amount of the rates, including 2,36 71. arrears of previous rates, was 14,961/., 
of which the amount collected to the 19th instant, was 9,964/., leaving 4,997/. uncollected; 
of this arrear from 2,000/. to 2,500/., are considered irrecoverable, a large portion being 
brought from the first rate made, and no revision for striking off arrears having ever 
taken place, but which the Vice-Guardians propose to have done before a new rate is 
made. 

The revision will not be completed before the end of August next, the Vice-Guardians 
state that a new rate cannot therefore be in course of. collection before September. 

Carrick-on-Shannon Union. 

In this Union the collection of rates made in October and September, averaging 4s. 7 \d. 
in the pound, and amounting to 12,908/. has been recently brought to a close, leaving an 
arrear of 4,516/. to be carried forward into new rates, which are now about to be put in 
collection, averaging 3s. lid. in the pound. With respect to the prospects of the collec- 
tion, the Vice-Guardians report that the greatest portion of the arrears of the old rate is 
due by occupiers, the most of whom are paupers, and that the arrear has been accumu- 
lating since the first formation of the Union ; and they expect that when the harvest comes 
in, about one-half of the arrear will be collected. 

As to the new rate, the Vice- Guardians do not calculate on any good result from the 
collection until the harvest comes to give the means of payment to the occupiers. 

Moll ill Union. MoilILL Union. 

In this Union the collection of the rates, averaging 3s. 10 id. in the pound, made in 
September last, amounting (with 1,906/. previous arrear) to 11,267/., has been brought to 
a close, leaving 2,547/. uncollected to be carried as arrears to new rates, which have 
been recently prepared, and are expected to be in collection on the 7th June next. The 
poundage of the new rates is 2s. 6d. 

With respect to the non-payment of the rates, the Vice-Guardians report that this is 
chiefly owing to the vast numbers who have been evicted, and to the lands being waste, 
and nothing being found on the premises to distress. They state that the principal part 
is due by immediate lessors, some of whom are non-resident, and others out: of the king- 
dom. But that as it is likely that grazing cattle will be on the lands, a great portion of 
the rates will thus be made available, that large sums are due by receivers under the 
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in many cases, the lands of occupiers are waste ; that, in some instances, property seized 
did not realize the rate ; and that, in numerous other instances, there was no property 
whatever to meet the rate. 

With respect to new rates, the Inspector reports that the revisor is now engaged^in his 
duties, and the revision is expected to be completed in July, when it is proposed that rates 
shall be struck, so that they may be brought into collection at harvest. 

. The Inspector concludes his Report by representing the fearful consequences which must 
g inevitably follow the abandonment of tire Union to its own resources. 



Swineford Union. Swineford Union. 

In this Union, the collection of rates averaging 4s. 7 cl. in the pound, made last November, 
is still in progress. 

The whole amount of the rates, including 3,226/., arrears of previous rates, was 10,539/., 
of which the amount collected clown to the 19th instant was 4,857/., leaving 5,6S2/. un- 
collected. 

The Temporary Inspector, Mr. Hanley, states tlret the principal amount of the arrears 
is due by immediate lessors, for a great portion of which legal proceedings arc in progress ; 
and that the immediate lessors, with few exceptions, are embarrassed proprietors, non- 
resident; and the bulk of the property is in Chancery. The amount of the arrears 
actually irrecoverable is stated to be at least 1,300/., and much more not collectable until 
harvest. 

With respect to the collection of new rates, Mr. Hanley expresses a hope, that from 
the favourable prospects of the approaching harvest, by good management, and placing an 
ample rate in early collection, for which due steps are in progress, much can be done to 
right the affairs of the Union. 

In a Report forwarded by Mr. Hanley on the 25th ultimo, it was stated that the Guar- 
dians were convinced that the striking of any additional rate before harvest would be 
hopeless. 



Weslport Union. 



Westport Union. 

In this Union the collection of rates, averaging 4s. 2f(/. in the pound, made last Septem- 
ber, is still in progress. 

The total amount of the rates, including 1,761/. arrears of previous rates, was 8,255/., 
of which the amount collected to the 19th instant was 4,292/., leaving 3,973/. uncollected. 

The Vice-Guardians state that the causes of non-payment of the sums due by imme- 
diate lessors and by occupiers, may be attributed generally to inability to pay, the 
occupiers being by far the greater defaulters, and they calculate that at the least 3000/. of 
the arrears may at present be considered uncollectable. 

With respect to the collection of new rates, the Vice-Guardians propose to strike them 
early in July to be in course of collection at the close of August next. But in the collec- 
tion of such rates they state that much will depend on the state of the crops, which in some 
districts will be far deficient in the breadth under tillage compared with last year. 

The Temporary Inspector, Captain Primrose, states that numbers of small holders are 
surrendering their lands, and tnat the funds for carrying on the Union are acquired from 
extraneous sources, as he is of opinion that the amounts derived from the rates will be, till 
the harvest, but nominal; and he adds that the Vice-Guardians cannot devise any expedient 
at the present time whereby their embarrassment may be warded off. 



Castle rea Union. 

In this Union the collection of rates, averaging 4s 3 Jr/, in the pound, mado from 10th 
August to 8th March last, is in course of collection. 

The total amount of the rates, including 5;6S1Z. arrears of previous rates, was 24,449/. 
of which a sum of 11,901/. was collected down to the 19tli instant, leaving 12,548 /. uncol- 
lected. 

Of this arrear, it is estimated by the Vice-Guardians and the Temporary Inspector, Mr. 
Auchmuty, that only 600/. can be collected during the month of June. As to the causes 
of the arrear, the Vice-Guardians report that persons occupying holdings, the rates on 
which vary from 1/. to 3/., have not, in most cases, available means of any kind, and that 
even when they have cattle, they drive the cattle into houses, and lock the doors on the 
collector’s approach. 

The Vice-Guardians further stated, on the 15th ullimo, that if fresh rates were struck 
they could only be collected from the large grazing farmers, whose stock might be dis- 
trained, but that the small occupiers of holdings valued under 20/., by which class the 
greater portion of the Union is held, have no means which can be made available before 
harvest next. 



Roscommon Union. Roscommon Union. 

In this Union the collection of the rates, averaging 3s. 4 d. in the pound, made last 
December, is being brought to a close. The whole amount of the rates, including 3,31 5Z. 
arrears of previous rates, was 14,368/. of which the amount collected to the 19th instant 
was 9,480/. leaving 4,888/. uncollected. 

One-half of this arrear is reported to be uncollectablc, owing partly to the lands charge- 
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able being waste, and partly to the insolvency of those liable, and the impossibility of pro- 
ceeding against others who reside abroad. 1 

A new rate of 3s, in the pound is about to be put in course of collection towards the 
close of June next, which the Vice-Guardians state is the last they can calculate on 
realizing before harvest. J 

With respect, however,, to the prospect of collecting this rate, the Temporary Inspector, 

Captain Masters reports, that the means of the rate-payers of all classes are very much 
exhausted, and daily becoming more so, and he, therefore, fears that the arrears" of the 
new rate will be very considerable ; and Captain Masters adds, if with every exertion on 
the part of the collectors, the amount realized is sufficient before harvest to meet a balance 
due to the National Bank, debts for which writs have been served, and establishment 
expenses and salaries, not payable out of the advances, that little else can be calculated on.. 

Ennis Union. „ . TT . 

Ennis Union. 

In this Union the collection of rates made last harvest has been closed, and new rates 
averaging 6 s. in the pound, have been made, and are about to be collected. 

The total amount of the new rates, ineluding 2,979/, arrears of previous rates, is 1 5 1 05/ • 
reed^/o SW™ 7 Ins V c ^°\ C ‘JP ta,n O’Brien, estimates that the collection will not ex- 
ceed 10,000/. down to the 29th September next, which will leave a deficiency of 24,649/ on 
the expenditure to that date, including existing debts to private parties. 

Ennistvmon Union. Enr.istymon Uni 

this , yr n S e , collection of rates of 3s. Ad. in the pound, made in September last 
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Cahirciveen Union. Cahirciveen Union. 

In this Union, the collection of rates, averaging 3s. 2\d. in the pound, made in August 
and September last, has been brought to a close. The total amount of the rates, including 
29 71. arrears of previous rates, was 3,737/., of which a sum of 3,280/. was collected to the 
19th instant, leaving 457/. uncollected. 

The cause of the non-payment by the immediate lessors is stated by the Vice- 
Guardians to be, that they are for the greater part insolvents. 

The cause of non-payment of the sums due by occupiers is stated to be, that the lands 
are waste ; the principal amount of the arrears being due by the latter class, and the 
entire amount of the arrears is stated to be uncollectable at present. 

As to the collection of the new rates, the Vice-Guardians report that there is not the 
least probability of collecting the present arrears or any new rates, that may be struck 
until the 1st August next ; and that the only means of providing for the expenditure, is 
by receiving aid either as a grant or an advance on the credit of the rates. 

In this statement, the Temporary Inspector, Dr. Dempster, has concurred. 

Dingle Union. Dingle Union. 

In this Union, the collection of rates, averaging 3s. Iff/, in the pound, made at the close 
of February last, is still in progress. The total amount of the rates, including 619/., 
arrears of previous rates, was 4,561/., of which a sum of 2,174/. was collected on the 19th 
instant, leaving 2,387/. uncollected. 

'Of this arrear, by far the greater amount is stated by the Temporary Inpector, Mr. 
O Brien, to be due by occupiers ; and he further reports that until the butter season and 
harvest come round, nothing can be done in the majority of those cases, as the parties are 
generally destitute of any property whatever, at the present time, and for these reasons 
he estimates that about 1,600/. must remain in arrear till the above period. 

.As to any further rate, the Inspector remarks, that the ability of the Union to con- 
tribute future rates, so entirely depends upon the success or failure of this year’s crop, 
that until the fate of that be known, it would be perfectly idle to attempt offering any 
opinion on the subject, and he adds that the potato crop was never more extensively 
planted here, and that if it fail, it is impossible now to contemplate the wholesale ruin 
of all classes it must bring with it. 

Kemnare Union. Kenmare Union. 

In this Union, the collection of rates, averaging 4s. 2f d. in the pound, put in collection 
in February, March, and April last, is proceeding. 

The total amount of rates, including 479/. arrears of previous rates, was 5,169/., of 
which only 657/. had been collected down to the 19th instant, leaving 4,5127. uncollected. 

With respect to the probable progress of the collection henceforth, the Vice-Guardians 
report that about one-half of the rate is at present uncollectable, as there is no property 
to make a distress on, and that they cannot expect any improvement until the beginning 
of J uly, and that as to the collection of any future rates, the progress will depend in a 
great measure on the state of the harvest. 

The Vice-Guardians have estimated that the collection during June will not exceed 
250/., which the Inspector, Tieut. -Colon el Clarke, states is very small, and he thinks 
the Vice-Guardians must have considered that the advances to the Union created a 
difficulty in collecting. 

The Commissioners will take measures to insist on a vigorous discharge of the collectors’ 
duties, so as to obviate any such tendency. 

The Inspector trusts, however, that there will be no occasion for advances after the 1st 
July next, stating that if the country be able to bear any taxation whatever, then will be 
the time to enforce payment of the rates. 

Glenties Union. Glenties Union. 

In this Union the collection of the rates, averaging 4s. 3d. in the pound, made in October 
last, is drawing to a close. 

The total amount of the rates, including 305/., arrears of previous rates, was 2,637/., of 
which a sum of 2,274/. was collected to the 19th instant; leaving 363/. uncollected. With 
respect to the cause of this arrear, the Temporary Inspector, Captain O’Neill, reports 
that many of the small occupiers are reduced to the greatest poverty, and have not the 
means of paying a single shilling. And of the arrear he estimates that upwards of 200/. 
is uncollectable at present, both from immediate lessors and occupiers ; the tenants belong- 
ing to the former being almost all paupers : and he states that the landlords cannot get 
one penny of rent, and are bordering on destitution themselves ; further, that the occupiers 
have not a single head of cattle on their premises to distrain for the rates, and that he 
does not think that there will be 20/. collected during the month of June next. As to a 
new rate the Inspector states, that even if one was struck he does not think that a single 
shilling could be collected before October or November next. 

Thurles Union. Thurles Union. 

In this Union the collection of rates, averaging 3s. in the pound, made last October, 
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and amounting to 20,073/., has been brought to a close, leaving about 5,000 to be collected 
with the new rates, which have recently been made, on an estimate of the expenditure to 
29th September next. 

Listowel Union. Listowel Union. 

In this Union, the collection of rates, averaging 4s. 0 \d. in the pound, made in November 
last, has been closed, and new rates for the expenditure to the 29th September next, have 
been agreed to, and are being brought into collection in all the electoral divisions, as 
speedily as the revision of the valuation will admit of it. 



The Commissioners to Sir Charles Trevelyan -.—June 2 1849. The Commissioners 

Adverting to the sums of 10,000/. and 3,435/., authorized by the Lords TS-fveiya” les 
Commissioners of Iler Majesty’s Treasury to be issued to distressed Unions, as 
intimated in your letters of the 29th and 31st ultimo, respectively, I am PP . 28-37. 
directed by the Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of the 
Poor in Ireland, to state, that the amount which it appeared necessary to remit 
to the several Unions for the support of the poor, exclusive of cholera ex- 
penses, for this week, and which have been remitted for the purpose, are set 
forth below : — 





£. 


s. 


d. 




£. 


s. 


d. 


Ballina 


910 


0 


0 


Brought forward 5,770 


0 


0 


Ballinrobe . 


850 


0 


0 


Kenmare 


350 


0 


0 


Bantry 


410 


0 


0 


Kilrush 


500 


0 


0 


Cahirciveen 


320 


0 


0 


Roscommon 


600 


0 


0 


Carrick-on-Shannon 


330 


0 


0 


Scar iff 


670 


0 


0 


Castlebar . 


670 


0 


0 


Swineford . 


400 


0 


0 


Castlerea . 


400 


0 


0 


Tuam . 


660 


0 


0 


Clifden 


510 


0 


0 


Westport . 


850 


0 


0 


Dingle 


300 


0 


0 


Ennistymon 


300 


0 


0 


Galway 


750 


0 


0 


Mohill 


200 


0 


0 


Gort . 


320 


0 


0 


Glenties 


70 


0 


0 




5,770 


0 


0 




10,370 


0 


0 



Of this amount, 10,000/. was met by the 10,000/. authorized by their Lord- 
ships on the 29th ultimo ; and the remaining 370/., out of the sum of 3,435/., 
authorized by their Lordships on the 31st ultimo, 

The Commissioners trust that their Lordships will be pleased to authorize a 
further advance to the extent of 11,000/., to enable the Commissioners to 
make grants for the expenditure of the ensuing week. 

This amount, the Commissioners trust, will meet the estimates of the several 
Unions, although not all yet received, so as to enable the Commissioners to 
report the precise amount; and the Commissioners propose to apply the 
balance of the sum last remitted to the purpose of meeting a portion of the 
deficiencies on the several Unions, in accordance with the intentions of their 
Lordships. 



The Commissioners to Sir Charles Trevelyan: — June 2, 1849. Castlebar Union. 

I am directed by the Commissioners for administering the Laws for The Commissioners 
Relief of the Poor in Ireland, to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the ^eiya n “ les 
3 1st ultimo, stating, in reference to the Commissioners’ application of the p a <*e 37. 
26th ultimo, for a sum of 1 2,000/., to enable the Commissioners to cover the 
accumulated deficiencies in the amount of the grants which have been remitted 
to distressed Unions, that it appears from the previous correspondence on the 
subject, that the sums granted by the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s 
Treasury, have fallen short of the sums applied for by the Commissioners, as 
required for the relief of the distressed Unions up to the commencement of 
the present week, by the sum of 3,435/. only, which sum their Lordships 
have been pleased to authorize for issue. 

In reference to the discrepancy between the deficiency of 3,435/., referred 
to by their Lordships, and the sum of 12,000/. applied for by the Commis- 
sioners, the Commissioners desire to remark, that in their letter of the 26th 

li 2 
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c»," — u„i„n. ” ft* Lordships' letter of the 24th ultimo, they. reported 

that out of the last sum of 5,0001. authorized to be granted, they applied 4,2501. 
to cover the deficiency m the remittances on the estimates for one week, leaving 
he previous deflcmncy of 4,1851, likewise .reported unprovided for. The 
balance ^of 7501 out ot the 5,0001 being applied, partly to meet the wants of 
Lis towel Union, for the support of the poor, and partly for cholera ex- 
penditure m other distressed Unions. . i 

7 Q 1 si difference between the above deficiency of 4,1851 and 12,0001 viz 
" a , s “ft** to meet the cost of the supplies for the entire week ended 
m^de^rt^dveefc 1 ° f ^ distressed Unions to which no advance had been 

th Hr?* iT e b f‘ 5 obserTed ' ‘hat in the Commissioners’ communications to 
h ;p* Um? to time it was stated that the amounts required for 
Msue to the distressed Unions, to the extent of one week's supplies, were, in 
most cases, on an estimate for a previous week ; the remittances having fallen 
mto arrear m consequence of the money not being available to be sent In time 
t° pay tor the supplies during the week. 

vrm,fs e hSwm f 8 h i S WaS ’ ft a ‘; spiles of food were advanced on the faith of 
Sami- secm-h if- Wn 8 * Sa “ e ' the Possibility of obtaining credit on any 
othei security being (as the Commissioners are informed) out of the question 

4^rtI S deI“ C t e I^ th ^u Tel7 ^ S • e^iOUS amount of debts already due; and it was 
with a desne to take the earliest opportunity of laying before their Lordships 
the Umon requirements in advance, of the week for which the money was to be 
°t contl ™ m ? ft applications for grants on account of the 

a, 1 e ' d ti , ie oa P as ! Penod, that the Commissioners, in their letter of the 25th 
ut., (replying- to their Lordships’ communication of the 24th ult., 1 ) stated - that 
sum ' Inn 1 mnT ifi re l mr . e “ ents of the ensuing week ending 2nd June, a 

' iveei mde 0 d 00 ORir U u te ftff^red, exdusive of deficiencies to the close of the 
remfireH (WhT I' 1 " wh i°. 1 deficiencies, in fact, consisted of the amounts 
quued loi that entire week m 14 cases, estimated at more than 7,500/ and 

Inl d r t C f! en f leS 5’ eV1 °Tl y re P° rted amounting to 4,185/., making together a 
fmll -if* lesstiian 12,000/., which amount the Commissioners, in their 
liirther letter of .the 26th ult., stated would be sufficient to cove^ the defi- 
ciencies to the close of that week. 

TKe.Commissioners regret that this matter was not set out more clearly and 
th , ei + i ; 1 f ^ s f or the satisfaction of their Lordships; at the same 
i w h ?’, havin ° received this ^rther explanation, their Lordships 
be Phased to take into consideration the application ol' the Commissioners 
loi means to place the future remittances to the several Unions on a more 
regular and satisfactory basis. 

1 he embarrassments actually caused by the course hitherto pursued are 
clearly shown in the accompanying. Report, which the Commissioners have 
this day received from their Inspector, Mr. Bourke, in whose “district nine of 
the distressed Unions are situate, and who was not aware, in writing this 
Report, ol the application which had been made by the Commissioners to their 
Lordships on this subject. The Commissioners have received reports to the 
same effect from the Temporary Inspectors and Vice-Guardians of individual 
Unions. 

. In furtherance of the object set forth above, the- Commissioners, in their 
issues to the several Unions this week, stated that the advances were to be con- 
sidered lor the current week ; at the same time, they requested a statement of 
the amount absolutely necessary to defray the deficiency on the previous week 
winch in 14 Unions included the entire week’s supplies as above stated. ’ 

Enclosure. 

Mr. Bourke to the Commissioners : — June 1, 1849. 

I beg leave to call your particular attention to a statement transmitted to you by this 
days post from the V,ce-Guardi.„s of the Castlebar Union, showing the deficiency iithe 
advances received by them during the last two months, and the large ari-ear which has) during 

thS Sfo'd aC °lT; d ,tVr “? traCt ,' rS - . 1 ' h f »«* of ‘hose deficient supplies is* 

that the food sold to the Viee-Guardians is charged at a rate considerably higher than would 
be the case if pay-men, m full were secured to the merchant,, and thus the advances made by 
the Treasury afiord less relief than at the present market prices they are calculated to produce. 
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1,apl ’“i tte vi “ , Gu “ di “ s wi “ ~ 

Joub bX nrovfc fS? ° S " PP y ; eXC ” P , t f 1 ' 01 ” * <Ii,to “'- “ J •*» a (May which will „„ 
y prove fdtal t0 “any whose whole support now rest? on the weekly issue made to 

JS?* f theS °, “«"'?**« 1 «™< «« you may be enabled' to meet this very critical and 
detply tesjtonstbk' position, by remitting to the Vice-Guardians of this Union the 1 balance still 
due „l the estimates sent up weekly by them which, when compared with X actual e“„en 
tuie, you will see have been carefully and properly framed pendi- 

- eCeSSi Y f0 r r , repeatin - Similar observations in other cases, I may here 
t u TT f nt,on ’ , l the lemaiks I have now offered may be taken as equally applicable to 

“Hifi lbu '" j,hat 



Treasury Minute on the above: — June 4, 1849. 

,J! n 5 e f t0 ‘!!f J°? r . Commissioners acknowledging the receipt of their 
‘ d f ed thc 2nd instant, applying for the sum of 11,000/. to enable them to 
make advances to distressed Unions during the present week and also their 

“ stau V ®P1 plying for the difference between the 
sunt ol 3,435/. authorised to be issued by the letter of this Board dated 31st 

?euerl ed M 'T° L l °,™ the Commissioners apphed by theit- 
lcttei dated the 26th ult., m order to make good the alleged deficiencies on th P 
grants to the distressed Unions up to the 2nd instant. ■ “ 0,1 tho 

Observe that it was stated in their letter dated the 23rd ult, that the total 
01 • th ° f‘ mateS " -as M*.-i on the 24tli ult. tireTr LorcRW 
3 435/ wb cl' SSUe t0 be . made ‘o ‘he™ of 5,000/, reducing the deficiency L 
3,43o/ which sum was also tssued to them on the 3 1st ult X 

was^ccm-dinl^ 1 -° f th n e 26 ‘ h nl‘- the Commissioners applied for 10,000/. which 
wivlcb d T gl J f ’ alld 111 that le “ er ‘hey referred to certain deficiencies 
vlnclt my Lords understood as meaning the above sum of 3 435/ 

subject ta'ton JIT, de T t °, ie fUmished with fto ‘hor information on the 
tonic tl ? th meantime, to prevent any inconvenience from the want of 
which ha It dlreC ‘° 4 that the sum 15,000 1, may be iSued to them 

t0 bC neCeSSary en£ ss 

Denuto'r nece - ss4ry a “‘ hori ‘y he given to the Paymaster-General to transfer to 

°f pr ^ 4> ^ ba ™ aa ^ a ^ Cr °^ da oorytee^ 311 ^ ** ““ 

t0 issue t,le amount “h° nthe 



ury Minute, 



Page 

Page 



The Commissioners to Mr. Lewis: — June 2, 1849. 

r inuauce of the estimZ Z^Z^TirTett 

down to the close of this month*" dvances dorm S the ensum 8 four weeks, 
^^.■2“ of tIlese Uniolls . &r ‘ho four weeks ending 30th 

the valuation consikbw of' MV a ' er ?S e s ™ °» nearly U. in the pound on 
l non; r„, ; . consisting ot 11,893/. for m-mamteiiance, 38,828/. for out-relief 



The Commissioners 
to Mr. Lewis. 



S, ' tsm “ ,s ■ 



erred to in this letter. 
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The estimated collection for the same period, is 11,960/., the excess of the 
estimated expenses over the estimated collection, is therefore £0,488/ This 
excess is divided amongst the 22 Unions as follows : 



Ballina 


£ 4,296 


Galway 


. £ 4,437 


Ballinrobe . 


2,935 


Glenties 


399 


Bantry 


2,080 


Gort 


2,208 


Cahirciveen 


1,530 


Kenmare 


2,032 

1,727 


Carrick-on-Shannon 


997 


Kilrush 


Castlebar 


2,911 


Mohill 


1,488 


Castlerea 


2,126 


Roscommon . 


2,604 


Clifden 


2,722 


Scariff . 


946 


Dingle 


1,153 


Swineford 


2,283 


Ennis . 


1,617 


T uam . 


2,648 


Ennistymon 


2,408 


W estport 


3,941 



The total amount of the rates in course of collection on the 19th ultimo, 
was 259,703/, being an average of 4s. Old. in the pound on the valuation, 
including 57,147/ arrears of previous rates; and the amount collected to that 
date, was 121,881/, leaving 136,333/ uncollected. In reference to the estimated 
collection during this month, viz., 11,960/ compared with the increasing ex- 
penditure of the several Unions, estimated for the month at 62,448/., the Com- 
missioners desire particularly to call attention to the amount of the debts due 
by the several Unions, viz., 221,710/, being an average of 3s. 5 Id. in the pound 
on the valuation. The Commissioners observe, that the debts have increased 
considerably during the past month, and they feel most strongly the import- 
ance of assistance being granted to the distressed and insolvent Unions, to such 
an extent as will enable them, without increasing their liabilities in any degree, 
to liquidate some of the most pressing demands on them, out of the produce 
of the poor-rates. 

The total average number of destitute persons in the workhouses, estimated 
for during the month, is 45,343, and the total average number on the out- 
relief lists estimated for, is 359,787, making a gross total of 405,130 persons 
out of the population, which in 1841 was 1,429,624; the average proportion 
per cent, on the population being 28 • 3, the highest (in Clifden Union) being 
50 ■ 0, and the lowest (in Glenties Union) being 5 • 5. 

The estimated average weekly cost of maintaining the workhouse inmates is 
Is. 3 Id. per head, and of the support of the persons on the out-door relief lists 
6hd. per head. 

The Commissioners forward detached Reports from the Vice-Guardians and 
Temporary Inspectors respecting the financial condition of the several Unions 
above referred to, and the collection of the rates. 

In addition to the advances to the above Unions, the Commissioners desire 
to report that urgent applications for assistance have been received from Sligo 
Union, but that the Commissioners have not yet recommended a grant or loan. 

The financial condition of the Skibbereen Union is also very unsatisfactory, 
but in both these Unions the Commissioners have been willing to hope that an 
active collection of the new rates, recently put in course of collection, will 
avert the necessity for advances during this month. 



Deputy Commis- 
sary-General 
Dobree to Sir 
Charles Trevelyan. 



Deputy Commissary-General Dobree to Sir Charles Trevelyan : — 

June 5, 1849. 

I have the honour to enclose herewith, for the information of the Lords 
Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury — 

A complete statement of the grants which have been made this season 
to each distressed Union in Ireland up to the 1st June. 

Also a statement showing the dates at which the different aggregate 
sums have been authorised by the Treasury. 



A revised or supplementary statement of these grants shall be forwarded so 
soon as the balance of 18,485/, remaining to the credit of this account, shall have 
been appropriated. 
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Enclosures. 

Statement of Grants which have been made lo the several Distressed Unions in the West of 
Ireland through the Commissariat in Dublin, from February 3 to June 2, 1849 on Reoui- 
sitions from the Poor Law Commissioners. ' ^ 



Scariff 
Kenmare 
Ballina 
Westport 
Clifden 
Bantry 
Castlebar 
Galway 
Gort . 

Tuam . 

Swineford 
Dingle 
Ballinrobe 
Carrick-on-Shannon 
Cahirciveen 
Roscommon 
Kilrush . 
Ennistymon 
Mohill 
Castlerea . 

Thurles . 

Listowel . 
Skibbereen 





Amount Issued 
in Cash. 


I Amount Issued 


Total Issued. 




£. 


s. 


d. 


£. 




d. 


£. 








8,925 


8 


0 


696 


12 


0 










3,487 


0 


0 


85 


0 


0 


3,572 










0 


0 


190 


0 


0 


12,080 


0 






7,010 


0 


0 
















6,532 


0 


0 








6,532 








4,250 


19 


10 


397 


10 


2 


4,648 








6,592 


0 


0 


100 


0 


0 


6,692 


0 






7,858 


0 


0 


85 


0 


0 


7,943 








3,753 


10 


0 


145 


0 


0 


3,898 








4,725 


10 


0 


360 


0 


0 


5,085 


10 






3,554 


0 


0 


60 


0 


0 


3,614 


0 


0 






0 


0 


34 


0 


0 


2,529 










0 


0 








6,191 


0 


0 




2,144 


0 


0 


165 


0 


0 


2,309 








1,650 


0 


0 








1,650 


0 






3,797 


0 


0 


297 


io 


0 


4,094 


10 






3,377 


10 


0 


212 


10 


0 


3,590 








1,715 


0 


0 








1,715 


0 






854 


0 


0 








854 


0 






1,220 


0 


0 








1,220 


0 






500 


0 


0 








500 








500 


0 


0 








500 








100 


0 


0 








100 


0 


0 




















Unappropriated Balance 








18,485 


0 


0 














14,435 


0 


0 



Deputy Commissary- GeneraFs Office, 
Dublin, June 5, 1849. 



; — J ° ausrmic 

J. Saumarez Dobree, 

Deputy Commissary- General. 



Statement showing the dates at which the several Imprests made to Deputy Commissary 
General Dobree at Dublm, m the year 1849, to meet the requisitionsVthe Poor S 
Sra " ,S l ° ‘" e D “ W-t of Ireland, werl 



1849. 
Jan. 3.( 
Feb. 15 
March i 



April 4 



May 



Amount. 



Treasury Letter 



£. s. d. 
3,800 0 0 
5,000 0 0 
5,000 0 0 
5,000 0 0 
5,000 0 0 
5,000 0 0 
5,000 0 0 
5,000 0 0 

5.000 0 0 

6,200 0 0 

6.000 0 0 
5,000 0 0 
5,000 0 0 
5,000 0 0 
5,000 0 0 
5,000 0 0 
5,000 0 0 

10,000 0 0 
3,435 0 0 
15,000 0 0 



Total . £ [114,435 0 

Amounting to dne hundred and fourteen thousand four hundred and thirty-five pounds sterling 

Deputy Commissary- General's Office, J- Saumarez Dobree, ° 

DuVlin, June 5, 1S49. ' ^ Dqn “ y C°™mimry-Gem-al. 
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